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Abstract: 

The invention provides a knitted spacer fabric having a tightly knitted bottom layer (10), a 

more loosely knitted upper layer (12) and linking fibres (14) extending across the space (16) 

between the lower and upper faces (10,12). Settable material, e.g. cement, is introduced into 

the space (16) between the upper and lower faces and can be caused to set by the addition 

of a liquid, e.g. water. Until set, the fabric is flexible and can be shaped but after the material 

in space (16) has set, the fabric is rigid and can be used as a structural element in a wide 

range of situations. The bottom layer (10) has an extension (24) that extends beyond the 

upper face (12) and is connected to the upper face by elastic connecting fibres (26) that 

draw the extension towards the other face, thereby at least partly closing the space at the 

edge of the cloth and preventing the settable material from spilling out. In addition, the 

packing of the settable material and maximum space between the faces are such that only a 

predetermined amount of liquid can be accommodated within the space and that amount is 

matched to the water required to set the cement. 
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