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(S7) Abstract

Devices within a locale, such as a home, are controlled
by detecting the presence of an identified user within different
_areas of the locale. The devices within the areas are controlled in
response to each identified user’s preferences. The locating and
control devices may be stand-alone devices, or integrated within
other electronic devices, such as televisions, stereos, computers,
and so on. Also provided in this invention are user task modules
that suggest control actions based on the location of the user,
the current context, and a profile of the user based upon the
user’s prior actions. The determination of each user’s location -
is facilitated by the use of a tracker module that the user carries
about. The user may determine the degree of automation to be
applied at any time.
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