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" The invention relates generally to wraparound type
article carriers, and more particularly to an impact-
resistant keel structure for a wraparound type article
carrier.

Background

Wraparound type article carriers with keels are
disclosed in US patent number 4,574,997 to Ikeda, US patent
number 4,703,847 to Oliff, US patent number 5,402,888 to
Marie, European Patent Office application publication number
0 461 947 Al for Compagnie Gervais Danone for the invention
of Georgeault, and international application number WO
94/12403 published under the Patent Cooperation Treaty for
The Mead Corporation for the invention of Bakx.

Summary of the Invention

In a preferred embodiment of the invention a keel
structure in a wraparound type article carrier has at least’
one trapezoidal-shaped keel element formed from a pair of
opposing upstanding panels which are spaced apart and
interconnected at uneven heights by a platform which has
curved edges extending toward one another. At least one
stabilizing tab is interconnected with at least one of the
upstanding panels and disposed in face <contacting
relationship with a base of the article carrier.

The present invention provides a keel structure that
offers resistance to impacts received by a package made from
the carton which impact might otherwise cause the keel to
collapse. Other advantages and objects of the present
invention will be apparent from the following description,

the accompanying drawings, and the appended claims.



*In accordance with one aspect of the invention there is provided a keel
structure for separating adjacent rows of articles in waparound type
article carrier conprising at | east one keel- el enent which separates one of
the rows of articles fromanother, each keel elenent having spaced

upst andi ng panel s against which an article abuts, said upstanding panels
spaced apart and interconnected by a platform haV| ng curved edges extending
toward one another which Baief Degewiptigmaf die Hrawingsf said

upstandi ng panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding
panels to receive a wall portion_ of one of-the articles, and wherein a
first height at wiiGh shi dsplaR f 6FRNPETift didystEatden flone Wrapargund

upstandi ng paRgles atltiva el daaci oF RAEind td KeR 1CStueture @cedirdinghdo a
second hei ght at Whllf% S 'dchf)l at%orgn#ﬁ i nt er conngct ed to t he other of said
upst andi ng pEFELETH «f“g?ﬁ ’3R% 8 & BFETeHE HAYFPRICP 1 n accor dance
wi t h anot her asped@ignf tzhe lisnvent ismcttiarad | d1ljustrdddon kedl sheuckeed
structure of the article carrier of Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 is a plan illustration of blank for forming the

article carrier of Fig. 1.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

The features of the invention will be explained in
greater detail through the following description of a
preferred embodiment of the invention. In the various views
of the. figures used and referred to to illustrate the
preferred embodiment of the invention the same reference
numerals are used to refer to like features.

Referring first primarily to Fig. 1 but also generally
to Figs. 2 and 3, there is illustrated an erected wraparound
type article carrier 10 having a keel structure according to
a preferred embodiment of the invent.ion. The article
carrier 10 1is of the wraparound type having foldably
interconnected panels, namely, inner bottom 12, edge 11,
side 14, top 16, side 18, edge 19, and outer bottom 20’
panels. The carrier 10 illustrated also has end retention-
display panels 15 which are connected to the top panel 16
and connected to the side panels 14, 18 by interconnecting
webs 13, 13a, 17, 17a. The impact-resistant keel structure
has trapezoidal keel elements 40 each of which is formed in
the erected carrier 10 by a pair of upstanding panels 32 and
42. In the preferred embodiment illustrated one of the
upstanding panels is a continuous panel 32 which extends
between adjacent keel elements 40 and forms a flap foldably
connected at the outer edge of the inner bottém panel 12,
A platform 44 spaces apart and interconnects the panels 32,
42. The keel element 40 is given its generally trapezoidal
configuration (shown clearly in Fig. 2) by connection of the
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‘for‘separating adj acent rows of articles in a waparound type article

carrier conprising at |east one keel elenment which separates one of the
rows of articles from another, each keel- gl enent havi ng spaced upst andi ng
panel s against which an article abuts, said upstandi ng panels spaced apart
and interconnected by a platform having curved edges la extendi ng toward
one anot her which permt adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panel s to bepthefedmiWWamw pn&ow&r¢h@hapstbadin§ pahdlspsnaﬂﬁimggﬁemeéﬁ to

receive a ""ahgl%ﬁ%h angyoeasps heofa“%}{ec@fnéf‘g Bayt9d,a4 ¢ 848ty tab

i nt er connect e one of sai andi ng pane s I'spose | €t ace
cont acti ng repanestdisin ofi thea pdadLam §&|§0 the other UPStaNdlng panel

32. Although the panel having the greatest height of
connection to the platform 44 is shown as the innermost
panel .42 the flap-panel 32 may also serve as the panel
having the higher point of connection. The lines of
connection 43, 47 between the platform 44 and the panels 32,
42 of the keel elements 40 are curved inwardly with respect
to the platform 44 toward each other. Each panel 32, 42
also has a slit 49, 45 therethrough which permits a portion
of the respective panel 32, 42 to be separated from the
platform 44. Stabilizing tabs 48 in the nature of feet
extend from the panels 42, 32 of the keel elements 40 and
lie in face contacting relationship with the base (outer
base panel 20) of the erected article carrier. When thé
carrier 10 is loaded articles such as containers rest upon
the tabs 48, thereby helping to secure the keel structure in
place.

In the blank illustrated in Fig. 3, there can be more
clearly seen the manner in which one of the keel panels 42
is struck from the inner bottom panel 12 and the manner in
which the platform 44 is struck from the bottom panel 42 and
the flap 32 which forms the other keel panel. )

The keel structure of the invention provides keel
elements 40 which are more resistant to impacts received by
a loaded carrier. :

" Modifications may be made in the foregoing without
departing from the scope and spirit of the claimed

invention.
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‘artlcle carrier sai d upstandi ng panel syt |n;l ,
substantial |y cu’mm’ g Egﬁtﬁ: roviding one end edge yi%he% ﬁ e 'E”aced

forming the atti&leCcarri another of said upstand striick
froma base panel of the article carriyer. hinged to sai i 8

upst andi ng panel s and wherein said platforn1|s struck fromsaid single
substantlalIWh%Qniénggg§mQ§n?E .and wherein said at |l east one tab is struck
fromsaid single substantrally continuous panel. In accordance w th anot her
aspect of the invention there is provided a keel structure for separating

adj acent rows, of martdgdEes gﬁf@cw@earwdséyaﬁae&hqclsaga&éh%r £QpRI i §leng
at | east one keel. el epent which separates one Ogﬁt erq of artjcles from

anot her, eadf 2| Hhefit Yhaveng c¥geupstin n§a§§ﬁ§Fsgﬂﬁﬁ§ﬁﬁ1W%lch an

article abuts, said upstandlng panel s spaced apart and interconnected by a

pl atf orm ha TTAY e o] r Lch permt

adj acent p0¥¥?%ﬁ%'o %gg%h Saﬁ%ﬁQﬁ?%h&%ﬁﬁéngggtgg BHS o%hfﬁe Pows of
articles from another, each keel element having spaced

f;g

upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said
upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a
‘platform having curved edges extending toward one another
which permit adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said
upstanding panels to receive a wall portion of one of the
articles, and wherein a first height at which said platform
is interconnected to one of said upstanding panels above a
base of the article carrier is greater than a second height
at which said ﬁlatform is interconnected:tp the other of
said upstanding panels above said base, of the article
carrier. i

2. The keel structure of claim 1, wherein at least one
portion of.said upstanding panels-adjacent respéctive said
curved edges of said platform is separable so that said
upstanding panels can be flexed more readily.

3. The keel structure of claim 1, wherein one of said
upstanding panels is a single substantially continuous panel
providing one end edge of a blank for forming the article
carrier and another of said upstanding panels is struck from
a base panel of the article carrier hinged to said one of
said upstanding panels and wherein said platform is struck
from said single substantially continuoﬁs panel.

4. The keel structure of claim 1, wherein said upstanding
panels are struck from a base panel of the article carrier
and wherein said platform 1is struck from one of said

upstanding panels.
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'panelsto beflexedlnwar—dTyt oward the other of gaig t | ng panels to
receive a vval of the articles, and et i 5t ke %ef’jone tab
|nterconnect|e IIEI" g:ﬂﬂne of said %pstandl n ﬂﬁﬂm sed in face
contacting relations *a base of said articl rein said

upst andi ng panels are struck froma.base panel of the article carrier and
wherein said platformand said at |east one tab are struck fromone of said

upstandi ng panel s | geagCosdancRudet NE8POt NG a AR Qfdjtar&ﬂtnvggg,lsonotfher e
is provided a blank for an article carrier for rou articles, arranged
in two rows, a&&dsHeS g £ s‘é‘?‘?%%r%‘mgaﬁéﬂ’% aa‘?tr‘a@g"e ISR AVPTIFERIsi des

of the group of articles, end panels to cover the fourth side of the group

of articles ip guerhappIgels! 81LRBnt i bFRSSIrd e Lh0g! R 185D LE°

articles from another, each keel element having spaced
upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said
upsi:anding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a
platform having curved edges extending toward one another
which permit adjacent pbrtions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said
upstanding panels to receive a wall portion of one of the
articles, and having at least one tab interconnected with at
least one of said upstanding panels disposed in face
cohtacting relationship with a base of said article carrier.

6. The keel structure of claim 5, wherein a first height
at which said platform is interconnected to one of said
i upstanding panels above a base of the article carrier is
greater than a second height at which said platform is
interconnected to the other of said upstanding panels above
said base of the article carrier.
7. The keel structure of claim 5, wherein one of said
upstanding panels is a single substantially continuous panel
providing one end edge of a blank for forming the article
carrier and another of said upstanding panels is struck from
a base panel of the article carrier hinged to said one of
said upstanding panels and wherein said platform is struck
from said single substantially continuous panel and wherein
said at 1least one tab is struck from said single
substantially continuous panel.

8. The keel structure of claim 5, wherein said upstanding
panels are struck from a base panel of the article carrier
and wherein said platform and said at least one tab are
struck from one of said upstanding panels.



" 1b one of said end panels including a separating keel_.
di sposed betmeen two_r tlcles, sai d separati Nt Rk

formedfroma ! \Q@ fol dably_jgiped to a fri¢

said end panel g a first side panel, a pfg - L

second side panel mhereln a first distance betmeen a connection of said

first side panel to said platformand a connection of said first side panel

to said one gf Sahdbﬁﬂﬂk%‘a?' &nl aréutcfxer 88t r 1 BANESr SECHPGLSi 5 alieei besyeen
a connection of sai i de panel t.o . said platformand a connection of

sai d second §FH@“E5& F“tg“?aF&”&neQﬂmﬂﬁéﬁdngnd panel s.

a series of panels arranged to envelop three sides of the
group of articles,

end panels to cover the fourth side of the group of articles
in overlapping relation with respect to one another when the
carrier is formed,

one of said end panels including a separating keel structure
to be disposed between two rows of articles, -

said separating keel structure being formed from a series of
panels foldably joined to a free end of said one of said end
panels and comprising a first side panel, a platform panel,
and a second side panel wherein a first distance between a
connection of said first side panel to said platform and a
connection of said first side panel to said one of said end
panels is different than a second distance between a
connection of said second side panel to said platform and a
connection of said second side panel to said one of said end

panels,

10. The blank of claim 9, said connection between saiad
first side panel and said platform and said connection
between said second side panel and said platform comprising
fold lines inwardly curved toward one another.

11. The blank of claim 9, said one of said end panels
further including at least one tab member connected to at
least one of said first side panel and said second side
panel such that said at least one tab member will lie in
face contacting relation with another of said end panels
when said carrier is erected from the blank.



I n accordance with anot her aspect of the invention there is provided a keel
structure for separating adjacent rows of articles in a waparound type
article carrier conprising at |east one keel elenment which separates one of
the rows of articles fromanother, each keel elenent having spaced

upst andi ng panel s against which an article abuts, said upstanding panels
spaced apart and interconnected by a pl at¥orm having curved edges extending
toward one anot her which permt adjacent portions of each of said
upstandi ng panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding
panels to receive a wall portion of one of the articles, and having at

| east one tab interconnggpgdr TWI@IPA*}I@@@NE’M’I‘I@LE@HRR@ERW& ng panels

di sposed in face contacting relationship wth a base of said article
carrier.

ABSTRACT

A keel structure in a wraparound type article carrier (10) has at least one trapezoidal-
shaped keel element (40) formed from a pair of opposing upstanding panels (32, 42) which
are spaced apart and interconnected at uneven heights by a platform (44) which has curved
edges (47, 43) extending toward onme another. At least one stabilizing tab (48) is
interconnected with at least one of the upstanding panels (32, 42) and disposed in face
contacting relationship with a base (20) of the article carrier (10).

Fig. 1



4%CfALNB 1. A keel structure for separating adjacent rows of articles in
wr aparound type article carrier conprising at |east one keel el enent which
separates one of the rows of articles fromanother, each keel el enent
havi ng spaced upstandi ng panel s agai nst which an article abuts, said

upst andi ng panel s spaced apart and i ntéZconnected by a pl atform havi ng
curved edges extending toward one anot her which permt adjacgnht portions of
each of said upstanding panels to be flexed i nwardly_toward ¥Re ot her of
sai d upstandi ng panels to receive a wall portion oneyof th i ¢ es,
and wherein a first height at which said platfor ect--: Q one

8



greater than a second height at which said platformis interconnected to
the other of .said upstandi ng panel s above said base of the article carrier.

2.  The keel

upst andi ng panel s adj acent

structure of claim 1, wherein at
respective said curved edges of said platformis

| east one portion of said

‘separabl e so that said upstanding paféfs can be flexed nore readily. 3.

The keel
singl e substantially continuous panel

provi di-ng one end edge of a
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upst andi ng panels. 5. A keel structure for separating | ﬁf@EM
articles in a waparound type article carrier conprising {

S

el enent which separates one of the rows of articles fronj ahot her, each k¢
el enment havi ng spaced upstandi ng panel s agai nst which anjaftigchenapyes

sai d upstandi ng panels spaced apart and interconnected by p platform hav
curved edges extendi ng toward one anot her which permt afjacent—portTomns

5 each of said upst andiKBEPAGRWRABEROUNS ARTHELEIJARRMER] t he ot her

b
of

sai d upstandi ng panels to receive a wall portion of one of the articles,
and having at |east one t FECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to wraparound type article carriers, and more

particularly to an impact-resistant keel structure for a wraparound type article carrier.
BACKGROUND

Wraparound type article carriers with keels are disclosed in UP patent number
4,574,997 to Tkeda, US patent number 4,703,847 to Oliff, US patent number 5,402,888
to Marie, European Patent Office application publication number O 461 947 Al for
Compagnie Gervais Danone for the invention of Georgeault, and international
application number WO 94/12403 published under the Patent Cooperation Treaty for The
Mead Corporation for the invention of Bakx.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the invention there is provided a keel structure for
separating adjacent rows of articles in wraparound type article carrier comprising

at least one keel element which separates one of the rows of articles from another,
each keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said
upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform having curved edges
extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding panels to receive a wall
portion of one of the articles, and wherein a first height at which said platform is
interconnected to one of said upstanding panels above a base of the article carrier is
greater than a second height at which said platform is interconnected to the other of said
upstanding panels above said base of the article carrier.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention there is provided a keel structure
for separating adjacent rows of articles in a wraparound type article carrier comprising at
least one keel element which separates one of the rows of articles from another, each
keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said

upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform having curved edges
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I nterconnected with at | east one of said upstandi ' in face
contacting relationship with a base of said artic Mplip i I'h one of
sai d upstandi ng panels is a single substantially ogﬁnuous panel { py ovi di ng

one end edge of a blank for fornming the agticle car i en 224N AR hkrfof said
upstandi ng panels is struck froma base panel of tihe article carrief hinged
to said one of said upstanding panels and whereinisardpratformis $truck
from sai d skfighding wwirdrdreainothee &Hicn t St poldio ' ' RESd
one tab is struck fromsaid single substantially continuous panel. 6. A
keel struct parelf tr bes Bpeadainivargly dyveard nthe othes obH faid mpstatdisg paneds tor @peive anwlall
type article carrier conprising at |east one keel elenent which separates
one of the petionst agetaf chearticlegnanthbavieg at least lonk &b intsreannegted withray leastors
upst andi ng panel s against which an article abuts, said upstanding panels

spaced apar ff s#6 wnyaadungpanelscdisprsed i) facs soniactingi setptionshin avity giase afestifl ng

toward one anot her which permt adjacent portions of, . .
artlcie carrier, wherein one of sald’ upstanding panels 1s a single substantially continuous

panel providing one end edge of a blank for forming the article carrier and another of
said upstanding panels is struck from a base panel of the article carrier hinged to said one
of said upstanding panels and wherein said platform is struck from said single
substantially continuous panel and wherein said at least oge tab is struck from said single
substantially continuous panel.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention there is provided a keel structure
for separating adjacent rows of articles in a wraparound type article carrier comprising at
least one keel element which separates one of the rows of articles from another, each
keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said
upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform having curved edges
extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding panels to receive a wall
portion of one of the articles, and having at least one tab interconnected with at least one
of said upstanding panels disposed in face contacting relationship with a base of said
article carrier, wherein said upstanding panels are struck from a base panel of the article
carrier and wherein said platform and said at least one tab are struck from one of said
upstanding panels.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention there is provided a blank for an
article carrier for a group of articles arranged in two rows, comprising

a series of panels arranged to envelop three sides of the group of articles,

end panels to cover the fourth side of the group of articles in overlapping relation

with respect to one another when the carrier is formed,
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each of said upstanding panels to be flexed inwardly | AN MENGT:
sai d upstandi ng panels to receive a wall portion of ohe a-_ the articl
and having at | east one tab interconnected with at |egs ‘P‘Lngd
upst andi ng panel s di sposed in face contacting rel atiohs |p Wi

said article carrier, wherein said upstandi ng panel s arg-struck—from
panel of the article carrier and wherein said platforinand said at |ea
one tab are strggkof JaGHTkﬁlﬁa&is ®ehudingPs bparking ldéé’{rs‘%ffu%turg 10 be QisBoAhSREeN
article carrier for a group of articles arranged in two rows, conprising a
series of pawetevsodfratigiesl to envel op three sides of the group of articles,
end panels to cover the fourth side of the group of articles in overlapping
relation wth rsépeeparatingdeeel stnetirerbeiigeformhé fuem niseries of panetsefbldabhye jaified
said end panels including a separating keel structure to be di sposed

bet ween to a free end of said one of said end panels and comprising a first side panel, a platform

panel, and a second side panel wherein a first distance between a connection of said fjrst
side panel to said platform and a connection of said first side panel to said one of said
end panels is different than a second distance between a connection of said second side
panel to said platform and a connection of said second side panel to said one of said end
panels. ‘

In accordance with another aspect of the invention there is provided a keel structure
for separating adjacent rows of articles in a wraparound type article carrier compﬁsing

at least one keel element which separates one of the rows of articles from another,
each keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said
upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform having curved edges
extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding panels to receive a wall
portion of one of the articles, and having at least one tab interconnected with at least one
of said upstanding panels disposed in face contacting relationship with a base of said

article carrier.



t'wo rows of articles, sai d separating keel structl

panel s and conp e panel, a platfor
si de panel mher " ce betme n a conne
panel to said. pI ection of said fir:

connection of said second side panel tqpERmMspP!atforjm and a connectlor
sai d second side panel to said one of said end panel

claim7, sald cArkeet stramutecfoneeparatiigthdjacest rosisas apacﬂed mawbp&@mﬂxd type article

carrier comprising

at least one keel element which separates one of the rows of articles from another,
each keel element having spaced upstandir:g papels against which an article abuts, said
upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform having curved edges
extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding panels to receive a wall
portion of one of the- articles, and wherein a first height at which said platform is
interconnected to one of said upstanding panels above a base of the article carrier is
greater than a second height at which said platform is interconnected to the other of said
upstanding panels above said base of the article carrier.
2. The keel structure of claim 1, wherein at least one portion of said upstanding
panels adjacent respective said curved edges of said platform is separable so that said
upstanding panels can be flexed more readily.
3.  The keel structure of claim 1, wherein one of said upstanding panels is a single
substantially continuous panel providing one end edge of a blank for forming the article
carrier and another of said upstanding panels is struck from a base panel of the article
carrier hinged to said one of said upstanding panels and wherein said platform is struck
from said single substantially continuous panel.
4.  The keel structure of claim 1, wherein said upstanding panels are struck from a
base panel of the article carrier and wherein said platform is struck from one of said
upstanding panels.
5. A keel structure for separating adjacent rows of articles in a wraparound type
article carrier comprising at least one keel element which separates one of the rows of
articles from another, each keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which
an article abuts, said upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform

having curved edges extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of



pl atform and said connecti on between said second s mﬁ@g\gpﬁg i

pl at f orm conpri si ' | rdly curved to pother-3 4 The
bl ank of claim 7|mal!mr|“|gﬂﬂslumﬂend panel s furthel including_at} lgast
one tab nenber conhected t# af |tast one af said firs$t FQdBJtﬁ)& | Bnd said
second side panel such that said at | east one tab er will liednfface
contacting relation with another of said end panel § when said
erect ed froeachf saicawpstamtiing panebscto het flexsd inwardly tovgpd thet ¢ fiéadd-epsta
of articles in_a waparound type article carrier_ conprising at |east one
keel el emenPanghy &h recaive at wall qrestien of Haner eftheonrtiglesi ape davingnatakigsthere tahch
keel el enment having spaced upstandi panel s ai ns ich . an article |
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single substantially continuous panel providing one end edge of a blank for forming the
article carrier and another of said upstanding panels is struck from a base panel of the
article carrier hinged to said one of said upstanding panels and wherein said platform is
struﬁk from said single substantially continuous panel and wherein said at least one tab is
struck from said single substantially continuous panel. |
6. A keel structure for separating adjacent rows of articles in a wraparound type
article carrier comprising at least one keel element which separates one of the rows of
articles from another, each keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which
an article abuts, said upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform
having curved edges extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of
each of said upstanding panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding
panels to receive a wall portion of one of the articles, and having at least one tab
interconnected with at least one of said upstanding panels disposed in face contacting
relationship with a base of said article carrier, wherein said upstanding panels are struck
from a base panel of the article carrier and wherein said platform and said at least one
tab are struck from one of said upstanding panels.
7. A blank for an article carrier for a group of articles arranged in two rows,
comprising

a series of panels arranged to envelop three sides of the group of articles,

end panels to cover the fourth side of the group of articles in overlapping relation
with respect to one another when the carrier is formed,

one of said end panels including a separating keel structure to be disposed between

two rows of articles,



panels to be flexéed inwardly toward the other of said REELAGEWM)SHEE% to
receive a wall pofg ‘ Em‘ﬁmthe articles, and hayipg at Teast ong }ab
i nt erconnect ed V\ATM“E{\“‘“ m f said upstandi ng pan¢l sq @ Wi h face
contacting relati'onsmi pitwi th & base of sagd article chriier. “ﬁﬁ e kegl

structure of claim 10, wherein a first height at whic '
i nterconnected to one of said upstanding panel s abovela base of the art
carrier is greatidrsepirating keedsomgtuse bging farmechfrom s s¢riespif @i jol

i nterconnected, to the other of said_ upstandjng panels above said base of
the articl &0 ad¥ses ¢id of said one of said end panels and comprising a first side panel, a platform

i cl e

panel, and a second side panel wherein a first distance between a connection of said first
side panel to said platform and a connection of said first side panel to said one of said
end panels is different than a second distance between a connection of said second side
panel to said platform and a connection of said second side panel to said one of said end
panels.
8. The blank of claim 7, said connection between said first side panel and said
platform and said connection between said second side panel and said platform
comprising fold lines inwardly curved toward one another.
9. The blank of claim 7, said one of said end panels further including at least one tab
member connected to at least one of said first side panel and said second side panel such
that said at least one tab member will lie in face contacting relation with another of said
end panels when said carrier is erected from the blank.
10. A keel structure for separating adjacent rows of articles in a wraparound type
article carrier comprising

at least one keel element which separates one of the rows of articles from another,
each keel element having spaced upstanding panels against which an article abuts, said
upstanding panels spaced apart and interconnected by a platform having curved edges
extending toward one another which permit adjacent portions of each of said upstanding
panels to be flexed inwardly toward the other of said upstanding panels to receive a wall
portion of one of the articles, and having at least one tab interconnected with at least one
of said upstanding panels disposed in face contacting relationship with a base of said
article carrier.
11. The keel structure of claim 10, wherein a first height at which said platform is
interconnected to one of said upstanding panels above a base of the article carrier is
greater than a second height at which said platform is interconnected to the other of said

upstanding panels above said base of the article carrier.



