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auction met hod and server that enablé a s bidders to
determne a price at their own discretion and thereby give benefit to
both the seller and successful bidders. 15 2. Di scussi on of Rel ated
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i nformati oh uéPRkraton e H-20Hr WzsR6% Eladh areMpisidy7, 2410 cthe disclpwire o8 w.
Facebook, to satisfy the m ni num nunber of purchases. In this way,
pur chasers caff ipepviereth@hgyeindtyirefersheeindissotigtit, and a sel l er can have
whol esal e and pronotion effects sinultaneously. 2
BACKGROUND
1. Field of the Invention
10 The present invention relates to an auction method and server, and more
particularly, fo an auction method and server that enable a seller and bidders to

determine a price at their own discretion and thereby give benefit to both the seller

and successful bidders.

15 2. Discussion of Related Art
In social commerce, products are on sale at approximately half the price for
one day, and a deal is made only when the minimum quantity of the products that a
company has determined in advance are sold. Social commerce is also referred to
as social shopping. In social commerce, consumers voluntarily spread the
20  corresponding information using a social network service (SNS), such as Twitter or
Facebook, to satisfy the minimum number of purchases. In this way, purchasers
can have the benefit of a discount, and a seller can have wholesale and promotion

effects simultaneously.



Advertisers who nmake contracts with social commerce conpani es and
sell their products at approximately half the price expect custoners
to revisit through the pronotion effect. However, the expectation is
not always satisfied. Due to the overissue of coupons and excessively
di scounted prices, advertisers becone unable 5 to provide custoners
with service of a fed8isWhoRskeAlhdy with sBBELconti&le cGRMARR and sell
custoners are treated with discrimnation in aspects of quantity,
quality, and Fyd i i &N I e

advert] sers aampardieafagRpRRkl RN B ERBER euilk e e D At
shops. As a ; po omer t ve aints ut
servi ce, andﬁﬁﬁgk%%F@%§b0ﬁ8§%§£%ﬁg5§?%%§@g§€P?yigggiFégﬁgia lgggqgg
because custgners daq not revisit th hop. . This is . because, in
particul ar, SOAPHI SSANETE &N el Ok CHENREE Rtsh AYELIypeape raptle
prices fo produc&; at mhich.%dventisgrs can sLaQLy grovide custoners
Wi th servycel© Provide S4SImers, @) SPrVigh, 0% e PEeB e E¢% HR4RA T dRUB! edhet:
seller (i.e., advertiser) and bidders tq determ ne an appropriate
price at theFPUPONMIULIPEET ate Histed th dierispyatipnie aguscts |9 gagntity, gualisy, andf
the seller (i.e., advertiser), a bidder and a service conpany, is
requi red. SURMVARYIORIMEESONYENEREel THeopess ettt the mdegrtisepncangotdieabweibd
to an auction nmethod and server that enable 20 a seller and bidders

t o det er m newithecugipingrs apfl raay eloshudewr theirhebiops. ok @liresoltetdupon bystomers
enabling the bidders to participate in a bid between the | owest price
of fered by t freqesily drveanshmplhiatshabghe sdrvipe,i and the dohespondidy chop feguegily e
benefit to both the seller and successful bidders by applying the
successf ) beuffeps hcClossobedaudeovdEimers @6 s fralisipi tHel@hog. 0 Eid id Because, in
successful bidders as a sale price. 3 According to an aspect
of the presepirtitdeRbdigNcorhMece dompRiiiey ii6 etbt apliaedhedel iprdRialkOPrices for

i ncludi ng: maintaining, at an auction sewer, a database of a hi ghest

price of a spe@idi & i@ brtisds bavesly Iﬁbbﬁe cdREsdiR¥eiceel | er, and
a successful bid rate; receiving, at the auction sewer, bidding

information incl udioRgqRimlyPhit &&Sioh QysttRena SRAE Qisglld?r(f?gyﬁ&veﬁﬁgﬂ‘%ﬁ@
the | owest price and the P{l ghest price from bidders; selecting, "at

the auction gREYE ddelnBWESH aglss@gxﬁéipgée H tﬂa?wnrﬁgeerﬁllmgggggﬂ&e@ gders

in consideration of the succe rate and t

informat1'5)n e&eﬁ r.g bi i ti es: .
requesti ng, géth%tﬁihgo g{ljcti o% Sgﬁeém}/e & Sggénrg%{ ’ Fp%%g%{?#%saggﬁgfﬁppbaﬁ%dar s
using a succ&iﬁﬁgﬂ bid price of the | owest successful

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
The present invention is directed to an auction method and server that enable
20  a seller and bidders to determine the price of a product at their own discretion by
enabling the bidders to participate in a bid between the lowest price offered by the
seller and the highest price of the product, and give benefit to both the seller and
successful bidders by applying the successful bid price of a lowest successful bidder

to all the successiul bidders as a sale price.



10 bidder as a sale price on the basis of bidding information about
t he | owest successful bidder. Accordi ng to anot her aspect of
the present invention, there is provided an auction server,
including: a storage configured to maintgin a database of a highest
price of a specific product, a |owest price offered by a seller, and
a successful bid 1 . Y ' . £ 0 i.ve. bi.ddi ng.
i nformation incl ud?#\%&tglglg tgralﬁg%ghtf%{rth%ﬁrg;éggg%? |0}:]’ %%%ﬁgh%{)%b&éfl\%\ggﬁgpﬁe
| owest price Lahest. pri.ce 0 i dders; el ect or. i
confi gur ed toﬁfs%e Oggﬁdta]higg\/\%%? &{snﬁ%%g{sé[s"f Et{J{II]CB%l} HHET %?% 2 %%Iﬁaghlé‘ﬁeét price of
bi dders in considerati ﬁn of the succe%,fs?ftélt bid rate and the ???4 na.
i nfor mat i on WASRCA PRSP AHPHEY BIcaAES: bhg wsilepand.a sheh rate;
request er configured tg"rereguest 20 ga%nen_t fromall _ successful

bi dders usi ng" &SR8 &5 B AUCHPR STV §re Bidging; WEPraiRrs includanes bids pricep forg e
as a sale g)ri ce on the basis of bidding information about the |owest
successf ul bi tRFEHC BRAUG RebReanothe dowessnpriqgurmsld theohighest rsicet frem bidders;
storage, the receiver, the selector, and the paynent requester. 4
BRI EF DESCRI Paleingrat thepupiRmAeNes a lowest siRisesséi biddeafiwin atroeg thetjiddetsin
features and advantages of the present invention will becone nore
apparent to témsdenfiomrai thar sucedsifal hidh rhteearal theb piddamc irifbintgioh nwhen a
detail exenplary enbodi nents thereof with reference to the 5
acconpanyi ng phedetémmsed biddingiiade: clapses; anfFrégudsting, & Hé agdtRM sbBkr, payment
describing an auction system according to an exenpl ary enbodi nent of

the present ifimandl eutcessful biddetsGusing b SudccfAICKid WrR@ It flowdst alcdeisan
server according to an exenplary enbodi nent of the present invention;

;2” G 3 ik abill@wshaklk pité b5 theahiin o BRdRY bR LA 1aCeedisiGeldn
bidder.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there is provided an
auction server, including: a storage configured to maintain a database of a highest
price of a specific product, a lowest price offered by a seller, and a successful bid

15 rate; a receiver configured to receive bidding information including bid prices for the
sﬁeciﬁc product between the lowest price and the highest price from bidders; a
selector configured to select a lowest successful bidder from among the bidders in
consideration of the snccessful bid rate and the bidding information when a
predetermined bidding time elapses; a payment requester configured to request

20  payment from all successful bidders using a successful bid price of the lowest
successful bidder as a sale price on the basis of bidding information about the lowest

successful bidder; and a controller configured to control the storage, the receiver, the

selector, and the payment requester.



exenpl ary enbodi mrent of the present invention; FIG 4 illustrates a
first exenplary enbodi nent of the present invention; FIG 5
illustrates a second exenplary enbodi nent of the present invention;
and 15FIG 6 illustrates a third exenplary enbodi nrent of the present
i nvention. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF EXEMPLARY EMBODI MENTS

Exenpl ary enbodi nents of gRigr preeRmTION eRtitEDMakdNes descri bed in
detail below with reference to the acconpanying draw ngs. Wile the

present inventionfips AQvs %&ﬂotﬁi&? og&%?t?,r 'gé&ﬁﬁleé On& %@8&5%»\3& Mo gl h?’iefeé%l

exenpl ary enbodi nents t her eof e apparent to ose sk

|nthe art tHakea6al bt SedBill Lloidbh oo ANubS: gg%gdiggrggsﬁgﬁnidggéra}é By

fromthe scope o i'nventi on.

d i bi ' I d . I enmadi
Uhe.present TULTLE o, SNSRIy B ulrud BT g "HHR lp e

auction stem accor, di g\gﬁ}no an xg'rrpl ary enbodi nent of the present
i nvention? a?&8PPEM: BEr? VAE™ owest price of a product to sell.

Throughout the specification, the | owest price denotes the m ni num
price at which th&l&el g2 diagrapy frafeseebing M) csen system( pecardingsfoa Bt e

quantity and quality of a ] )
exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an auction server according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;
10 FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating anr anction method according to an
exemplary embediment of the present invention;
FIG. 4 1Hustrates a first exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 5 illustrates a second exemplary embodiment of the present invention;
and

15 FIG. 6 illustrates a third exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS
Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail
below with reference to the accompanying drawings. While the present invention is
20  shown and described in connection with exemplary embodiments thereof, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications can be made without
departing from the scope of the invention.
FIG. 1 is a diagram for describing an auction system related to an exemplary 7

embodiment of the present invention.



|5 product) for his/her product. In an exenpl ary enbodi nent of
the present invention, bidders participate in a bid between the

|hi ghest price and the | owest price of the specific product.

I' Throughout the specification, the highegt price denotes the nmaximum
iprice at which a bid for a specific product can be nmade. The hi ghest
‘price may include i ge .of the,. ifi reduct. Al so

P y %@ﬂgﬁﬂteé‘% Pid. 9¢ i2% a{ﬁg@%%ﬁ ! gcc%rcfl.ﬁl%go N gx?{laglﬁgl

t he highest price may be a price calcu scoun

o1 ce can b aoparmefill BYHEeDineh B LSBT Shor B ioc of 2 e

an exenpl ary enbadi gent of the present jnvention, a |owest successful
bi dder sati sf §‘i ?%‘3‘ a%gf;?é%?of“it IS SR OB SRR e AP ATETeS Soa Bt prigRt
anong the bidders. 15 Throughout the specification, the |owest _
Successful bi AR HEAGHE 5o BurTERess SeklP SBVRSC <vEbIR A aRitH ang quality of a
successful _bid at the |owest bid price anong a plurality of

successf ul © bi 8®Ere) Bahisdrypiguthe specific auction condition. For
exanpl e, assuming that there are 50 successful bidders, when the

hi ghest bid price ilsa8@Rnplaysarbddivent afithe tpeseilt daventior) ibildersi pretidipgte3R0
t housand won anong bid prices offered by the 20 successful bidders, a
successful bidded hebeccnatie nigikest prioe @as sthell lowed miceantbitd gpetifie BHaRN0
t housand won is the | owest successful bidder. In an exenpl ary
embodi ment  of Thivegiprue Serspedification,i the highbe phiene&iotes WecReahktn Ri@dde whimy
be one person, or may be a plurality of persons when many persons

have of fered &hbal SarBphiiflc PioliG& can Be made. THe BBLEKEHR ALY iRHAL i RBAL
of the present invention, the successful bid price of the | owest

successf o bi ge@r oY shRiRRRbaRE tQsRthe Ss%ﬁtélhla%%;ﬁ&e%alcala%é'b?
price. In other words, the 'successful bidders can purchase the

product at a Fala I i.d i . I d
Dy subt r act | nat Rt oAk OB i el et DO rAMMELAEE LG 0

the sale priCﬁgm%EFﬁaﬁmh%$@a?§§#§f%f%%#%§8%%%%%°PE¥Saf*a sur pl us

profit. Since er can s er service as long as

he | [ [ d I fit.i bt ai.ned wh
sal e price |5 set Tbae ARG v RdiHkR Y tatk8iech igaton A Hry e

all or a par tbigcflertsQt‘lesf?nl{{g,r leglijescif%ra%uién cg% itl%rel cgr?bg ge etclte%rhom among the bidders.

15  Throughout the specification, the lowest successful bidder denotes a successful
bidder who has made a successful bid at the lowest bid price among a plurality of
successful bidders satisfying the specific auction condition. For example, assuming
that there are 50 successful bidders, when the highest bid price is 500 thousand won
and the lowest bid price is 300 thousand won among bid prices offered by the

20  successful bidders, a successful bidder who has made a successful bid at a bid price
of 300 thousand won is the lowest successful bidder.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the lowest successful
bidder may be one person, or may be a plurality of persons when many persons have

offered the same bid price.



10 comm ssion according to an exenplary enbodi nent of the present
invention In other words, in an exenplary enbodi mént of the present
i nvention, sellers do not need to additionally pay an auction
comm ssion at their |owest prices. Thusg the sellers are ensured to
have as much basic earning as-the | owest price, and can provide
stabl e service togUstQBRESHy drbkiabafiifs thonusSeryer sy85pod
which may give benefit toﬁgggh the seller EﬁﬁagdﬁﬁﬁgéﬁJﬁgﬁFﬁﬁgrs W?I
not be descr Bnlt?@ed?(f tge flé%ésbﬁfc}g&@ﬁ?bldd%\! ﬁngf nga(éﬁelﬁﬁ(\tg ahos géegﬁ?l t%d&?éjassa
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FIG 2 is a block diagram of an aucfi server accor

I [ f .th [ ion. 20As sh [ |G, 2,
nauct on_ SEBRE00 st SR ok LbIRG 20 Pl e phadi et

sel ector 130, a pa nt . reguester 140, a settlenent unit 150, and a
control | er 1%@““Eﬁé%5@¥@mﬁﬁﬁtFW§Lshomn conponents are not essenti al
conponents. The auction server 100 may be i npl enented by a |arger or
smal | er munber of ACFARIRETHS At HhY hisaLing s leBesh sResEem thepuccesstul big e
storage 110 may mmintain a database of the highest price of a

speci fi c proBues (i.ey fee sadmpdge) of itecclogfestemueepstyl biddes| hayt be asarpbishmpfit.
auction conditions. According to a first exenplary enbodi nent of the
present i nvehikod, sdlie causteblyrprovdel ihis/lon servige anbingdes thihdowestipried is
nunber of successful bidders. Throughout the 5 specification, the

i mted nunbgwarofeedyz sweplef plofibisdebéaiseddwimnt emle frécelis it tebe highdreharothe
persons who can be successful bidders anong bi dders. For exanpl e,
when the |i niowest mitebeln tis sasecalb sf ulpabti eftie IuiBusSProfiDflay HeOanpguckonS
can be successful bidders even when there are 100 bi dders. According
to a secthd eotefishion Yicerding tdren tex @hplhiCentoRSiRe: of Aive Plekd imdelBonl O In
auction conditions may include a successful bid rate. Throughout the

speci fi cati Opthert WErds,UisCSEkiplaby dmbadiRieAeSTOle Sraedtabiduioh, deligs HanRer
of persons who can be successful bidders to all bidders. For exanpl e,

when a succegstiub aHidohdilySaly SanOR %A dorthiteisioR tad kndhUiBRRkt Iﬂ'fce?.i AERE Sthk S
100, only 50 bidders, that is, 50% of the 100 bidders, can be

successful  bif@RMhSe ensured to have as much basic carning as the lowest price, and can provide

stable service to customers.

15 Hereinafter, anction server and method which lmay give benefit to both the
seller and successful bidders will not be described in further detail with reference to
FIGS. 2 and 3.

FIG. 2 15 a block diagram of an auction server according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

2Q As shown in FIG 2, an auction server 100 may include a storage 110, a
receiver 120, a selector 130, a payment requester 140, a seitlement unit 150, and a
controller 160. However, all the shown components are not essential components.
The auction server 100 may be implemented by a larger or smallel; number of

components than the shown components.



15According to a third exenplary enbodi nrent of the present invention,
the auction conditions may include the maxi mum nunber of bidders and
the limted nunber of successful bidders. Throughout the

speci fication, the maxi num nunber of bidders denotes the maxi num
nunber of persons who can participate in a bid. For exanple, when the

maxi mum nunber of b 0.bi.dders .beco
100, no nore personJ'ls-géggdrgf&a é% 91%?%% t|£un %lflar% Otot&ﬁgn‘{hﬁ%t pé’tfstolfgrfp?cé 3
cl osed. I xe r t of he r i nventio

the receiver ﬁgdu%gc&i v@vegﬁ éa%d)%%h%'sgﬁa n‘%duaﬁﬁb %’F%OnprcPE jons.
from bi dders. The goitn i nfor tlon gcf%ﬁ dethe bid prices, the
quantity of tH& ?dg‘?ﬁl ?t(ﬁi‘ﬁ?"P B PRP i epﬂ’%ﬁ?&'&:tn"ﬂ?‘*ﬁoé‘rﬁbéﬁ%ﬁon
and so on. The bldders may of fer bid prices bet ween the | owest price
of fered by thecogelrl%%ma&ﬁal%qﬁ‘eﬂpﬁ mited myRbe of shcaepriuldyidary. éﬂm@gg@tthe
In an exerrpl ary enbodi nent of the present invention, the bidders may
access t heSaucpsaficationhe iptedmimrher phsiceessful hidders dermtes thébmisks mohiee of
their bid prices. 5 1In an exenplary enbodi nrent of the present

i nvention, thaesehesthorcaid® smyessil bioldem dnoomesbidders.c eisf eramipleg detien the
anong the bidders. The selector 130 nmay sel ect the | owest successful
bi dder when a limigdetuebeai ofadcdebsdali bidiets i880,andpPSEparsdE chble fricBdssil bilgers
auction and sel ect the | owest successful bidder when the nunber of

bi dders beconeser WaerhuiertsnoowitRss, of bi dders. 10l n an exenpl ary
enbodi nent of the present invention, the selector 130 nmay select the

| owest successful baggeding fo &%ﬁh@%eﬂﬂlﬁ? eRfbolifient bmhte%ges@hkrﬂ?@énngﬁ the
successful bidders and the bidding information. Al so, i'n anot

exenpl ary 1 ”b(aqet%%n@iinoﬁﬂ’ﬁaypfn%ﬁﬁgﬁ shaAUGRl 'b@(f‘rabé h?‘h?&lgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁe gp%&ﬁq?t}'on

sel ect the | owest successful der anong t ers
der at
ot or mat on. | Sﬁ&@”ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁmﬁ“hﬂ@%gai B BF g Mk S ISP viaem ke

rave L1 o0, ISR SATHMA B4RpSle ASEChLRE 98 i hﬁﬁe&d i o
o U RS it Y R
bidders, can be successful bidders.

15 According to a third exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
auction conditions may include the maximum number of bidders and the limited
number of successful bidders. Throughout the specification, the maximum number
of bidders denotes the maximum number of persons who can participate in a bid.
For example, when the maximum number of bidders is 100 and the number of

20  bidders becomes 100, no more persons can participate in the bid, and the auction is
closed.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the receiver 120
receives bidding information including bid prices from bidders. The bidding

mformation may include the bid prices, the quantity of the product, bidder



20 price, the selector 130 may sel ect the | owest successful bidder
on a first-conme-firstserve basis. In this case, the | owest successfu
bi dder nmay be one or nore persons. In an exenpl ary enbodi nent
of the present invention, the paynent rgquester 140 may request
paynent fromall successful bidders using the successful bid price of

the |ovest sugeessbyl HBiddehfoftatinS 2he sPohCeTRY 3&&?1%5?1?}1&# %ﬂgxf bR gr%etg g .

information 9 about the | owest successful bidder. i'S case,
paynent requ I s erm.nal f .the
P toast ur boanSey HeGouBY pRBKEIAR BY TRILALEANERE MO Ik, Pociil
fornms. The tgﬁﬁh&al nma as

b bi | i pal | | i
terminals. F8P €xanpl & x}feﬁg’lﬁ rémbﬁg{nge%ﬂ]ﬁegﬁzprgsségﬂewgﬁ?twil H%ﬁg@ﬁ may I
bl 5 | PC), .cel l ul ) , t .
i tal ase SUAMES BORY st b et iy Sy B WA R of

e-book term nal, and so on. . Meanwhi | e, when the successft ul

bi dder s h%ve pai d ® AR EFeRIY sribedigent plcthe arese inveptien dheeselesion 1 3hipay
settle anounts cal cul ated by subtracting the successful bid price of
the | owest s&Redadeypst bv%@%llfb@dﬂﬁ @mengotg@\hlm-y Thaisdlegpo1 H ngp select 0
In an exenpl ary enbodi mrent of the present invention, the settlenent
unit 150 naythedowes spcesafiolt biddercwlmm © predatefroined hislding fime ebpsasher bagi s
of an amount cal cul ated by subtracting the | owest price fromthe
successf ul biidisptiecectan ant eclbaEsibwesicoesstul lbidiecidhen thd hembetrof biiders
conmmi ssi on denotes a predeterm ned comm ssion that the seller needs
‘to pay the abebhentseiaénud @0mbarofdiddagct i on server managenment 15
conpany) when the seller puts his/her product for auction through the
auction s@rver 100 ad Bengilgh icBibogialdit 555the Predgi ilBRnAsh, Ak &Ndeios ii BYnfage.
In an exenpl ary enbodi nrent of the present invention, the auction

conmi ssi on Medleddh@libwek sdchaditl 6fddbher PRUMrattRl 681 SchifRY number of
subtracting the | owest price fromthe successful bid price (i.

e., a
comon sal e picaeh YiddeRe AhOVWBS thidHES GSkHALR dd8ko, ﬁPEHah&Deiéln%W

160 controls the storage 110, the receliver 120, the selector

the payment eguestar A4 gxl%gglttig%rﬁlgh,t lﬂfen?é]écé&nilﬁ() ]rEf% Qé’lgxftat!hls'ioélas??’

the controller 160 nay pro e a predetermned benefit to the | owes

successf ul bé&@&%fgl gﬂﬂer%?&%t L Bdaed d'}? ?gkﬁgée&atfgﬁgoggg? ?L}cgésglﬁ% g{dorg{'écatnd

reserved points, I scount,” an awar
status), 180 dﬂl%%iﬁﬂig information.

Meanwhile, when a plurality of successful bidders have offered the same bid
price, the selector 130 may select the lowest successful bidder in further
consideration of bidding time in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
In other words, when a plurality of successful bidders have offered the lowest bid

20 price, the selector 130 may select the lowest successful bidder on a first-come-first-
serve basis. In this case, the lowest successful bidder may be one or more persons.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the payment requester
140 may request payment from all snccessful bidders using the successful bid price |

of the Jowest successful bidder as a sale price on the basis of bidding information



‘10 In an exenpl ary enbodi nent of the present invention, the
controller 160 may provide the successful bidders with information
about profits calculated by subtracting the sale price fromthe bid
prices of the successful bidders. The prgfit information may include
i nformation about profits that the succeSsful bidders 5 substantially

obtain with res t to their hid price en the successful bi rice
of the | owest gtéoglgg%es]té’fvﬁft SBF‘E?&%IPFP@dgpp% @tﬁs ta5%dfF PRyRend Jepeyer ﬂ‘}d)may
bi dders as th}enéial ew%i ce. Mea{;v\/l%i le, the controller 160 may
provi de bi ddef@5HP PRYMGH Sonattito frrmugls i fe sypeesvinl bigders Thsrterarnalypingy
rankings, and the total nunber of bidders, in real tinme. Wen a

bi dder beconeb® imlemgiiedin wicuehsms  Hiedgeninals mayiieduelilecaminds as well
provided 10 with the predetermi ned benefit. Al so, a bidder needs to
satisfy a pre#efizphicmpaalauctoromanpledite tormings eysbesa copptén laplxipg thbiet
Thus, the informati on about the average bid price, the bid rankings,

t he total hunbesonef camipeitte (BC), edlmiar phyneh emarttyne) pefsoral Higithl sdstarst.(PDA),
The controller 160 nay provide the information about the average bid

price, 15 thepdhiadlermuikinadis plagadPM®), tavigatortdoRterffinddistdes snt 0 a
specific bidder only. The specific bidder may be a paid nenber who

has purchased an i hehwBle; - when the MB@R¥MI bRidedNBRe Balti BRS bl fiRkS @e
bid price out of the range between the | owest price and the highest

price, the copiyndht Rgude? 198 A WA fald d1@tddUses b acttigdHE budeBs A

exenpl ary enbodi nent 'of the présent iInvention. |In - another “exenplary

20 embodi ment biahrbhr {RE fRMsub; ey %@ﬁh%ﬁ%@{og%l\ggéidéﬁj%%g

control bid prices out of the range e and the

hi ghest pyg ce not ' . AN ction nethod that gives .
benefi t té’both a 22F$§§ %n%&gﬁggggg?ﬁffg%ﬁ gg?tﬁﬁq%%QH%ESdﬁEHQSUMﬂ

constitution tio rver 100 wi.l l. be descrijbed in .detail
below with re A }élflalges_gtlttig = %cﬁ% COT?ISSIOH%M Iﬂlﬁselgarioél %‘ef aB’\ﬁ/corfaEF‘t amount
illustrating an ﬁ%t'?cd;érfs%bg%u}ﬁ%%é BhRGTch ot S XS Rl Yid ROl R

the present inhv

successful bidder. The auction commission denotes a predetermined commission
that the seller needs to pay the auction server 100 (or an auction server management

15 company) when the seller puts his/her product for auction through the avction server
100. The auction commission may be an advertising fee. In an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, the auction commission may be all or a part of
the amount calculated by subtracting the lowest price from the successful bid price
(i.e., a common sale price) of the lowest successful bidder.

20 The confroller 160 controls the storage 110, the receiver 120, the selector
130, the payment requester 140, and the settlement unit 150 overall. Also, the
controller 160 may provide a predetermined benefit to the lowest successful bidder.

The predetermined benefit may be a free product, reserved points, a discount, an

award (e.g., a specific cyber status), and so on.



As illustrated in FIG 3, in an exenplary enbodi nent of the present
invention, the auction server 100 may nmai ntain a database of the

hi ghest price of a 5 specific product, the |lowest price offered by a
seller, and other auction conditions (3310). The auction conditions
may include the limted nunber of successful bidders, a successful

bid rate, the maxi b rs,.and so.on. .. The

speci fi c product Flgulg]egéﬂggg@t &ﬁp}?ﬂ uﬁ%n%fogrtheg %P ?ngﬁ?velnﬁ% 2 ?ﬁ%qu’rqer 160

i ntangi bl e product .as..well as t.angi bl.e. product . . For _exanpl e, . the
specific pr oﬁl(t‘)}?ﬁtpr%@e 45 SéfcieéSf&fBGB‘?fgd’F‘@h PTHREUBT &B%tprgéﬁS%Iaéedhby
soci al comer site, a.keyword used for search advertising,._a

servi ce prod a?%@%@%&é@a@@“i@ﬁb@lﬂnﬁ% rté‘? S%EPS@&%&#@S- The pipfit an
exenpl ary enpqdi nent of the present .invention, the auction server 100
may recei ve BRQTHRHRR im0 McRde cRiqrRatian bRyt bpralitsr thek she pugorwial peidders
product between the Iomest_ﬁrice and the highest price from bidders
(S320). I otubsenipdy @btain weh 16pent delthelr tad pages bihgn fhd swsessithbidpiey of
want in consideration of the |owest price, the highest price, and the
ot her auct i ofredovadt ucenssfultddgr js appbed tiormll sk uncasifel biddersasobesdd nrice.

bi dders, the successful bid rate, the maxi rum nunber of bidders,

etc.). In an exenpeanyhityitediomrnlierof6Otrhey mioeide biddersveiti irdormatibe such
auction server 100 may sel ect a | owest successful bidder anong the

bi dders (333&)an demgt bitesrice2Pid TECRSsind thbirdtdafuniiRy obBidaek,gatred tnke.
various ways. In the first exenplary enbodi nrent of the present

invention, wiaena Hiddekeinidsnas &t bitgedsiulBidle A RBE 5iddbMEnBEC o Pided
server 100 may sel ect the | owest successful bidder from anong the

bi dders ign cengimeptdamiMa bheal | ML MRt 5 USRS S hMldeRiAbes s
and the bidding
auction condition fo be a successful bidder. Thus, the information about the average
bid price, the bid rankings, the total number of bidders, ete. may be very usefiil fo
bidders.

The controller 160 may provide the information about the average bid price,

15  the bid rankings, and the total number of bidders to a specific bidder only. The
specific bidder may be a paid member who has purchased an item, etc.

Meanwhile, when a bidder offers a bid price out of the range between the
lowest price and the highest price, the controllér 160 may auntomatically exciude the
bidder in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In another exemplary

20  embodiment of the present invention, the controller 160 may control bid prices out of
the range between the lowest price and the highest price not to be input.

An auction method that gives benefit to both a seller and successful bidders

using the constitution of the auction server 100 will be described in detail below with

reference to FIG 3.



information. For exanple, when the |imted nunber of successful

bi dders is 500 12 and 700 persons have participated in the bid
during the predeterm ned bidding tinme, 500 bidders can be successful
bi dders in decreasing order of bid pric At this tinme, the auction
server 100 may sel ect a 500t h successful bidder as the | owest

ful bidder. d I nbodi t, of. .th t
successful bl dder, s I RARdiNGIRL BT o SERBRE ekl 1 05 GBERED
server 100 may E?edi%c%o&&eeéjlromest sgccessful bi dder in consideration

of the succes&f P %o PHEUBRddi ng i nformati on. For exanpl e,
when the successful, bid rate .is _60% and 1000 persons have
participated in thésbflglsﬁﬂ?ffﬁﬁ 1fI%e 3oriBdRt SKFPAY BRBemGnt Phdhe persent
bi dders 10 (1000 persons x 0.6) can be successful bidders in .

decr easi ng or H¥FRLHR, Biequptiqneservend 09 may maiptgin & fatabase of e bighestarrice 0f 2
may sel ect_a 600t h successful bidder as the | owest successful bidder.
hi the thi%d eeeislrpduck o thivwashpriesf offdred by esselier, hml ethei auvfionkenitidre
nunber of bidders becomes the maxi nrum nunber of bidders, the auction
server 100 15(S30). erlhet hetitn ddidigorsnoiag éhelude theelinfted stunmbec o sadodbstul
bi dder from anong the bidders in consideration of the Iimted nunber
of successf ul bidiedersacasdulttierdns, deb mgkiinniatuitter Ofbiddegy, agXaml e, when
t he maxi mum nunber of bidders is 1000 and the nunber of bidders

beconmes 1000, the quekpeRificSROMRE iskDProlBY pafish fh@ubtioddinemhdaRdnSBkeShle
the | owest successf ul i dder. When the Iimted nunber of successful

bi dders 20 i spie@fbt 26911k AA8ASEHIE PRoddBt. S WEEBSHIK, dM YHREHR Prdtiuct may bea

decreasing order of bid price at 'the point in'tinme when the bidding

ends. At i Sgrbi ﬁfﬁurcﬁﬂﬁgal%‘%&dc? K18 GF ¥ €8 ci%%?m%cgés?t&%fceﬁo@? %eg r;for search

successful bidder " as thé 1 owest success

exenpl ary embadeiiERl £lec/iBFBEG B & BHEOLL Ok ohi1E BURk LOR, Ser ver 100

may request payment from SUCCESS S usSI g the successfu

bid price of the In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the auction server 100

may receive bidding information including bid prices of the specific product between

the lowest price and the highest price from bidders (8320). In other words, the

15 bidders offer bid prices that they want in consideration of the lowest price, the

highest price, and the other auction conditions (e.g., the limited number of successful
bidders, the successful bid rate, the maximum number of bidders, etc.).

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the auction server 100

may select a lowest successful bidder among the bidders (S330). The lowest

20  successtul bidder may be selected in various ways. In the first exemplary

embodiment of the present invention, when a predetermined bidding time elapses,

the auction server 100 may select the lowest successful bidder fiom among the

bidders in consideration of the limited number of successful bidders and the .bidding

information. For example, when the limited number of successful bidders is 500



13 | owest successful bidder as a sale price on the basis of bidding

i nformati on about the | owest successful bidder (S340). In other
words, the | owest successful bid price can be applied to the
plurality of successful bidders as a cqpnon sale price. Thus, in an
exenpl ary enbodi nrent of the present invention, the successful bidders

can purchase,y & E'E)Réj%aqe 5@'&1033& 38%69{ V\% ﬁfrn{ght&g g}ela?tﬁgnih%id&igg ¥ifngav €

proposed duri ng t bi d e success

bi dders have ces ct.ion 100
Ty settle s At %?ﬁﬁ@%cgﬁhﬁﬁ ool AR R el St B e L AR B o
of the | owes}t successf ul der from the b|d ric

10l n an exe &P RNt a%fel?cltl Q@Bbeé’éq%?ssﬁﬂg’éﬁﬁhﬁgﬁeg §f§f ul
bid price of e | owest successful bidder is determ ned by bld prices
of the bldde it he |imted nunber of successful bidders, the
successful bid rate, etc., and thus can aid the seller and t he

bi dders it forni né fifesesandecxsmplasy smbpfiemept g8 dlist present inventiagnWhiea the
general auction having only one successful bidder, there can be a 15
plurality ofpredteradnetl iddingl Hmesclipsesa thee gustiph aeyer b thiayreslectahe fovesst
present invention. Thus, many persons can benefit fromtheir

successf ul biudesssfiih biddersie rehsidaratemb oflithe sticaeésfilhBidprabs end  theiéddingn,
the auction server 100 nay provide a predeterm ned benefit to the

| owest succeinffmbtidn. d@er e£838€) )whekahe scapfub bid e B0V &l FEIOVREsoAO
may request paynment from a bidder selected as the 20 | owest

successful bt erartRipatedsial @e Hid Gerigd (K PRActerMifsl bidbRgatsd, | A0 SHederer
100 may accurnul ate specific points for the | owest successful bi dder
to parti patie0d PersorBixh.6) can be successful bidders in decreasing order of bid price. At
this time, the auction server 100 may select a 600™ successful bidder as the lowest
successful bidder.
In the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention, when the
number of bidders becomes the maximum number of bidders, the auction server 100
15  may end the bidding and select the lowest successful bidder from among the bidders
in consideration of the limited number of successful bidders and the bidding
information. For example, when the maximum number of bidders is 1000 and the
number of bidders becomes 1000, the auction server 100 may end the bidding and
select the lowest successful bidder. When the limited number of successful bidders
20  is 600, 600 bidders can be successful bidders in decreasing order of bid price at the
point in time when the bidding ends. At this time, the auction server 100 may select
a 600" successful bidder as the lowest successful bidder.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the auction server 100

may request payment from all successful bidders using the successful bid price of the



Al ternatively, the auction server 100 may request paynent fromthe

| owest successful bidder at a price calculated by discounting the
successful bid price of the | owest successful bidder by a
predeterm ned rate. For exanple, when th 3 14 successful bid price of
t he | owest successful bidder is 50 thousand won, the auction server

ori co of 25 1 RBRRRAeRar Bk “P’%?ft Gl e?fsiﬁ A SR

fromother su cess f ul . ric 50 t housa
5Consequent | y, ¥ S%ﬁcﬁﬁshf? gﬁ (g“’(ﬂ’)@n eﬁi ?thé)r H’éi?st é‘i‘qcésrsg'g P@oﬂﬁcf" oS
i n consideration of gF’ ETﬁce mhere%% the can be sel ected as the

| owest succes éﬁ‘e&PP]b?dcfa Rietty f purcess Hidﬁﬁfs 2F 2 §pMBRB AHe Brige.  Thus, inan
enbodi ment of the present invention, so that the bidders' interest
can be pi qued BRI Trebodimen: AT B @Rsertryveatipn dhamseessiil bifderp pasmmghase
i nvention, several 10 persons nmay have offered the | owest bid price
anong succ®ssfthe proiend et slowenpridsithancthess, that thexrhaexgopbsad gusndtbe bigding. of
the present invention, the auction sewer 100 nmay sel ect a | owest
successful bidder - m@mm‘apmm nthé¢ lvacqesséd ebiddars hade pesvidusly paid aheir bid
first-cone-first-serve basis. For exanple, when 500 bidders becone

successful bi ddieess, thd Guafont foeve UOOEBS] Wbitlbi MdRhs sBIAEY By Qub@dcEdg tthe
| owest successful bid price 15 of 30 thousand won. At this tine, the

aucti on ser versuddesfiralid ke of thdBvaMBRbesHE GRRIST Bbmbind GRévidddlyf t4ill hed
consi deration of bidding tine (i.e., on the first-comefirst-serve

basi s). When Aghas participated in the bid first anong the 10
successful bidders who have offered the | owest successful bid price

of 30 thoygand won, zﬂxee:?eﬂﬁatldi? %mcb%ﬁl‘ﬁ?ernt 59 %e”ﬁﬁéi%ﬁ %eﬂﬁm{ qgeb successful bid

pr edet er m ned beneflt to A aucti o server

request pay r’re\rl%hf bP metlmes?ts Ess %?dcﬁ? S&%Pe?‘mﬁl d%yso%l_l %ngés o%%heomdg’ers, the

t housand won out a speci

limited number of successful bidders, the successful bid rate, etc., and thus can aid
the seller and the bidders in forming the sale price of the product.

Unlike a general auction having only one successful bidder, there can be a

15 plurality of successfil bidders in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
Thus, many persons can benefit from their successful bids.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the auction server 100
may provide a predetermined benefit to the lowest successful bidder (8350). For
example, the auction server 100 may request payment from a bidder selected as the

20  lowest successful bidder at a sale price of 0 won.  Also, the auction server 100 may
accumulate specific points for the lowest successful bidder to participate in a bid.
Alternatively, the auction server 100 may request payment from the lowest
successful bidder at a price calculated by discounting the successful bid price of the

lowest successful bidder by a predetermined rate. For example, when the



In an exenpl ary enbodi rent of the present invention, |owest
successful bidders who can obtain the benefit may be limted to a
speci fic nunber. For exanple, when the nunber of |owest successful
bidders is limted to three, the 15 aygtion server 100 may sel ect
three persons as the | owest successful bidders from anong successf ul

bi dders who havesAf HaHle Lhg100es Euc_la%sgﬁlﬁ)m&agrr %gottﬂtﬁlsand‘wo% the grll}c{im% o

first-conefirst-serve “basis and provi t he eterm ned Dbene

the three | oyesi. 188 ﬁ,%?g%u%%trﬁa&rqgﬁrﬁsom the Ioweslt Qlic%gssﬁr% @H@Lﬁt% S?iféﬁj%%% rg?nt

of the present 1nve e‘auction server ettle a

auction comissi or the sell.er he basi.s of an anmount

ol culat od by Bonerd Fbp SR a2t b ed RliBe PonERL R et areosey
price (i.e.,blhe sal e prjceé of the | owest successful bidder (S360).
For exanpl e, "\R&haasalemrighasi0 hevserd 8Pot he specific product is 50

t housand won, the | owest price offered by the seller is 20 10

t housand Swon, and CORETEIYe s Phipnpsh 7 penelibs bidfes mayeeifershid caissy dn
bi dder is 25 thousand won, the auction server 100 may settle the
aucti on commfEsidentieshof #&dprteswhrrely thew oarabel selentedcas the lewast suppesstul
subtracting the | owest price of 20 thousand won fromthe successful
bi d price of bigéertdugng thedidding of art ¢remipbane sbsdiveniseitht plesahd érventier, 6o
the auction server 100 nmay settle all or only a part of the anobunt 15
cal cul at ed btpaishdbiddas’iimgrestvan boypigseéd.pri ce fromthe successful bid
price (i.e., the sale price) of the | owest successful bidder as the

auction conmi ssi oMeaMhigile, ihen exanflayntediass of the fresteientdde several
auction server 100 may settle all of 2.5 mllion won (500x5 thousand

won) as tthe ik GiiydRToSBIcathe advie@trmatzﬂrw_elamonghaco%sgﬁhitﬁaﬁeﬁ@r £ fhid 00
may settle 80%of the 2.5 mllion won (2 mllion won) as the auction

20 commi ssi Oghs@RAl aflieXEmpPBRP dFHirhdR 68 ARChrvRR) irdafton! MeldlSicteidrRE 100

Thus, in an exenpl ary enbodi nent of the present invention, the seller

may deter m N@gay ffeck 8 WRAst RIch&SRYbHAGWnCQRRDbEE] 1B réd@@gg#ig& %\ﬁ%%ihon a

comm ssion, etc. In other words, the seller only cConsi er

qual Ly of, B SHECHL S A B30t Ml 9l 0ot
bidders, 10 of the successful bidders may have offered the lowest successful bid price
15 of 30 thousand won, At this time, the auction server 100 may select the lowest
successful bidder in fiuther consideration of bidding time (i.e., on the first-come-
first-serve basis). When A has participated in the bid first among the 10 successful
bidders who have offered the lowest successful bid price of 30 thousand won, the
auction server 100 may provide the predetermined benefit to A. Also, the auction
20 server 100 may request payment from the other nine persons at a sale price of 30
thousand won without a specific benefit.
In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, lowest successful

bidders who can obtain the benefit may be limited to a specific number. For

example, when the number of lowest successful bidders is limited to three, the



bi dders. Thus, the seller can receive a favorable evaluation of the
product fromthe successful bidders, and may al so be able to induce
repurchasing and revisiting of the successful bidders. Meanwhile, the
successful bidders can al so be ensured tg have the product of good
quality, and it is possible to prevent bdad situations. As a result, 5

the reliabili .0f the |l er an he auction_server 100 n,pe

i nproved in a%]%g%ﬁ%rlv g g‘foe%%ﬁ?qﬁgr{#m?)ﬁ’e{sﬂ’ég Equrt(}élgi‘?ﬁ’esf ﬁ%ﬁﬁsﬁﬁﬁ’.‘%m from
Al so, in an exenplary e di.ment of the present invention, the | owest
pri ce does no?mg;f?cT‘i?é@S@Egggﬁét“thﬁm(YBH%F@é itnlowgsfbid wece an fher firstpgpme-
offer a relatively low price as the | owest price. Thus, bidders can
participate i ArsHHEvHPasisand provadesthe perdgtermpnedohenshs todhe thapedowest seassdsiil
bi dders al so can purchase the product of good quality at a relatively
| ow price. bidders.n an exenpl ary embodi ment of the present invention
the auction server 100 may provide information about profits obtained
by subtradting theIsal exepipiaeehbolimetief hepreehtiagentibn ttheastion essdrubo
bi dders to the successful bidders (S370). Since the 15 successful bid

price of the meyestle suactiss tothmbisidd dor the saRESn tHethasialo€ ap ka6t chilbSated
sale price is generally lower than the bid prices of the successful

bi dders. Thushy hiberacinglth® vast Mele R RS eéaes) HiafRcapld Ofe §£9Eﬁce) of
di fferences between the bid prices and the sale price for whic

payment requemt Sowdse shREQAT Biddee ($31605 € St WraltpRdfhsn tﬂe%%&gﬁ/pﬂce of the
i ncreasing advertising effects on the seller ‘and the auclion server

100. 20FI G 4 Juphls i | ' f .
e ket 5 TR Bt UAGPOARL 510V 2

present inven I'n an”exenp

embodi me gy Ofth&l%%.m‘? Lons Eﬁd LH%V @I:és&ﬂ%gﬁ Slgrfc{el §t th{ran?é(w%& %ccte%sgﬁ ﬁ-]!iflfige{ ésd 25

cel | ul ar phones by auct i on. re, t er nmay offer

nunber of su i rs_and t | owes rice.in consi.derat,iqn .of
Gual sty of t o rop' BE Rl ReARG 10D RS L S e v B O AE e Ban
so on. Wen 7. Lhe seller se e |limted, nunmber of s essf ul

bi dders to lcﬁjjt 5a%r¥’§u%"fl§é7°§ ?ai%ﬁaﬁ%‘%\gg qué%g G’PL&SUBSH%G%%@ tg\?}’r?al?dowo‘é
cel lul ar pho ose hi S rice_is 700 thousand won, bidders
partici-pate irﬁonﬁ saws%@ﬁq@gﬁcqqf?ﬂmqu i dhglowssisuesssiiadiifienon
and the highest prjce of 70Q thousand won. 5Wien a predeterm ned

bi ddi ng time el apsBE® thecaustion SeNeis 04, By soidle sl ecprlyep part of the amount

15 caloulated by subtracting the lowest price from the successful bid price (i.e., the sale
price) of the lowest successful bidder as the auction commission. When there are
500 successful bidders, the anction server 100 may settle all of 2.5 million won
(500%5 thousand won) as the auction commission. Alternatively, the anction server
100 may settle 80% of the 2.5 million won (2 million won) as the auction

20  commission and give 20% (500 thousand won) back to the seller.
Thus, in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the seller may
determine the lowest price without considering the auction commission, etc. In
other words, the seller only considers whether quality of the specific product can be

guaranteed by the lowest price, and thus can provide a stable service to successful



| owest successful bidder on the basis of the |imted nunber of
successful bidders and bidding information. Since the |imted nunber
of successful bidders is 100, the auction server 100 selects 100
successful bidders in decreasing order ,af bid price. Then, the
auction server 100 sel ects a successful "bidder (ID: angel) who has

the 1 ouest s%*ég%réirﬁ%%ﬁ?agﬂﬁ O S RS B PR L i o tsh Eo
h ful ful bidd
il S TR 5 o A B b L Soe

successful bidder urchas cel | ul hones at the | ower
price than tﬁ’@F?SS’%} ﬁlﬁg?f? cdde G\ﬁ‘iq"%“ﬁﬁﬁ@% g15Cen 8lse fe cpredio ety
further provide an additional benefit to the | owest successful

bi dder. For ®g&fsMet ofigrad Aeaks andit dscrosaiblg|to preyent baq pityationgg e A airasult,
enabl ed to purchase the cellular phone for free or at a discount
price of 200thehsliddkis ofothe ssheroncaihesaucticrrsgedr 360 reag . be improved in an
Thus, while participating in the bid, each bidder nay consider a bid
price 20 wheexmpldretrebeliment olﬁéle@m@emﬁmtehéoxsuccessf ul bidders and the
| owest successful bidder, so that the bidders' interest can be

pi qued. Mearidol inean dxemphncémimdirnet b€ the & entdiveaption, ilatelopes fprite
information to the successful bidders. For exanple, a successful

bi dder (1D bssabainchide thasuctibh @bhidsie, MOBRSEIR din L @ rBlafivily fw
profit of 320 thousand won because the sale price is 370 18 thousand

won whi | e hi sdideeds thé okl Si8ce S THA) bﬁdm@gm%amﬁbateTme blichamﬁtfeihh&eﬂy_

server 100 may provide profit i nfformati on such as " | ul ar phone A
You haveysuckessidd, lya Bidedtul 8idferk ARYSAD glma thE cﬁfp&f b
t housand won. you manteto n% g a paynent ? © Qﬁ ecter%¥3au ﬁ?

successf ul b;ggg& asanana). 5 In the first exenplary enbodlnent
of the preseﬁt |n d%) the 101g and foll owi ng bi dders exceedi ng

the limted nu”befn He d(%}ﬁgfaﬁg?rkwdng rﬂ%? %se&tlol]q e}ﬂﬁgﬁ nof REC errr\?ertlgf

successful bidders an purc ase one anmh

the f t
coct o' w2 OB b O ol SRS Rt B
which a bid b 5) .t .
A'so, the audiBhesEr ie 0L5 @%P’tdgafg SR S e
| t he basi s, .qf . t | cul bt t t he | t
ori co. of P300 EROTERHE PHER o6 PRAPUE BY-FHE! GOPLPoePREH eITEedBCtats Pt
bid price of 370 thousand won of the | owest_ successful _bidder_ OM
per sonsx( 37PN J8 Larrialiiolees chanHBe Sith arigesrmf the puccessful bidders. Thus, the

auction server 100 provides information about differences between the bid prices and
the sale price for which payment requests are made to the successful bidders, thereby
increasing a_dvertising effects on the seller and the auction server 100.
20 FIG. 4 illustrates the first exemplary err}bodiment of the present invention.
As illustrated in FIG. 4, in an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, a seller may want to sell cellular phones by auction. Here, the seller may
offer the limited number of successful bidders and the lowest price in consideration

of quality of the product, the capability of supplying the product, and so on. When



15 mllion won} . Meanwhi | e, when the nunber of bidders does
not become the limted nunber of successful bidders during the
predeterm ned bidding tinme, all the bidders may becone successf ul

bi dders in an exenpl ary enbodi nent of th§7present i nvention, or the
auction may be cancelled and there may be no successf ul bidder in 20

anot her exenpl nbodj, ment., qf t e esent ntion. FIG
illustrates thﬁéle g%@%ﬁegs %‘gg a U lFld ‘?ﬁ%m&@s*’é’tqtc’ffeﬁsv@ﬁth?%ﬁt
As illustrated jn fé&) the a ctlo met hod nay al so be used in

soci al commer d&ice 8 200 hepgpdiveg e & luiy Shpreaross iartrsiee 15700 theusand
present invention, For exanple, ABC restaurant, that is, a seller,

may sel | st eak¥omhidd patichaisar thekid hawesschelovwestnrise 083¢) theusand won and
group purchasing schene. Here, the seller may offer a successful bid
rate and the |thakighesppricsefi7f0 thomssindasont i on of quality of the product,
the capability of supplying the product, and so on. \Wen the seller
sets a suc®essful bWihen apedeter7ioes bidding tifrereapsie thecaveiidn feriee @00l a
t housand won for a steak and wi ne 5 whose highest price is 50

t housand won, liviveltleucsessful biddéermat the bavis dfehdlidlitBeivesR of AR cEONEBIIdEE | laﬁ&
of 20 thousand won and the highest price of 50 thousand won.

ot her words, wWwhidify mfGaetiel. CIFEME qirtiRAPRMbL I ansc-traPGaadd & 360, eche
price and purchasers merely determne whether or not to purchase the

cor respondi nNg apEREAUGEvet N0@8ABER| 06 Ydcilshift MRRFCE: ddeREsiRE bIRF 0P B price.
purchasers directly contribute to
Then, the auction server 100 selects a successful bidder (I): angel) who has offered
10 the lowest bid price among the 100 successful bidders as the lowest successful bidder,
and determines 370 thousand won which is the successful bid price of the lowest
successful bidder (ID: angel) as a sale price for all the successful bidders. Thus, the
successful bidders can purchase the cellular phones at the lower price than their bid
prices.
15 Meanwhile, the auction server 100 may further provide an additional benefit
to the lowest successful bidder. For example, the lowest successful bidder (ID:
angel) is enabled fo purchase the cellular phone for free or at a discount price of 200
- thousand won, or obtains reserved points. |
Thus, while participating in the bid, each bidder may consider a bid price
20 whereby he/she can be one of the successful bidders and the lowest successful bidder,
so that the bidders’ interest can be piqued.
Meanwhile, the auction server 100 may provide profit information to the

successful bidders. For example, a successful bidder (ID: banana) who has offered

the highest bid price earns a profit of 320 thousand won because the sale price is 370



10 fining of the sale price of the product in an exenplary enbodi nent
of the present invention. Thus, in an exenplary enbodi nent of the
present invention, a price satisfying both a seller and purchasers
can be forned while quality of the corq%sponding product is
guaranteed. When a predeterm ned bidding tine el apses, the auction

server 100 sgl 15 st..successf.ul, bi dder on.the _basis of the
successf ul b?lﬁ%égg%gﬁ ﬂﬁﬁﬁ Fﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ¥%Pﬁ%pﬁﬁﬁﬁ i hee t gagﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ%%Tmbid
rate is 70%,70% of bidders havi.n articipated in the bid can he
successful bl gy Pﬁ“&‘gecrl’é‘ﬁi H’&’faﬂﬁgﬁ et Sy §?¢Lﬁ@. PAGRS; By g YPY EVe
t he auction serv%% lgo may sel ect a successful_ bidder (1D _angel)
cor r espondi nfeESSHBY, ﬁjsatgﬁ@ﬂ}%%étw%&%g@iﬁ&}s P derssandapen. o onvang
27 thousand 20 won, which is the successful bid price of' the |owest
successf ul bfoderke aprYTANAhgdhg terraigalpf dha sucessstuldbiddsr (I): banane).
successful bidders. Thus, the successful bidders can purchase a
coupon (i%e., theIsthsafirshextmplane enmbpdintest bHtherprpsencimverdtan, theeidl™ bid
pri ces. Meanwhi | e, the auction server 100 may further provide
an addi t i onafollowmefhidddro exdeedih® thedimsedcmesist wf sbicddfn biddars exEfiaee

t he | owest successful bidder (ID: 20 angel) is enabled to purchase
the coupon fmut beemeotheabudesdfis Coidddrs PanidC €ardiot fhirdbags SN deMilis pBone.
obtai ns reserved points. Meanwhi | e, the auction server 100 rmay
provi de pr of MeanwHile] iiBthe @ifst teRerhlGrySeatieamsdnt bf e dal@ES inTRlioS X8O RcEon @
successful bidder (ID banana) who has offered t he hi ghest bid

price earns @rpf 960 ma9;aroz?detiﬁfaﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ PO BERHSEmE REwERh § bRY dafBenfudd 7
t housand won while his/her bid price is 49 thousand won. Thus, the

auction Rervery W3Ry tPhO¥ldesprofit information such as "ABC
restaurant coupon (stéak + wne): Auctioned off at 27 thousand won!!/

Profit 22 th ; : 2
P01 22, POUST Ao BB MU BT L P APIER ' WD St o

I i f to ] i 0% of .th i
cxemplary STHCHLTED: s0Lpbls ASREALY BHSIL Aee S0 LILDS: Moy
bi dd d h t . while,...p . the first
RECEERAR S R T DR

?gyg.p,r O\élodidlog%sqrsg%ée%ﬁ%@ l%l?(gegté'l 5(5 ggrisgx% XI’:‘I THE th(i)ugan &181?-380 f io%sa%%nwc?n =r79de

16 million won}.

Meanwhile, when the number of bidders ddes not become the limited
number of successful bidders during the predetermined bidding time, all the bidders
may become successful bidders in an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, or the auction may be cancelled and there may be no successful bidder in

20  another exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG 5, the auction method may also be unsed in social
commerce, efc. according to an exemplary_ embodiment of the present invention.

For example, ABC restaurant, that is, a seller, may sell steaks and wine through a



15AI so, the auction server 100 settles an auction conm ssion for the
seller on the basis of an anpunt cal cul ated by subtracting the | owest
price of 20 thousand won offered by the seller fromthe successful
bid price of 27 thousand won of the |lo successful bidder. At this
time, in an exenplary enbodi nent of the present invention, the
auction serveroc}aqq;

may settl.e only a portion of t anpunt. cal cul_at ed
20 by subtractig Pﬁg}éfcgvﬁétgtmﬁrgf%'é P Sﬁﬁé%ﬂ%eg@%ﬁw ShAa & hfa
t he | owest successful. bi dder .as the auction conm ssion, and give the
rest of the a%ﬁ?ﬁ%é‘@ﬁ#@“‘i@é%ﬁ BUTHRCODS: %t’r?ins"%&‘é {y olseproduct, the
restaurant may take the rest of the anpunt in_addition to the 20
t housand won Y&%Pa Sctf suPRlyias fhe paedupt. @ad 3o9n- eV beisthe sglliey sqb acerseful bjd

the 21 successful bidders and provides the corresponding service, so
that qual ity ©fe ihé % radedirs(the dewese prieanf Be thowpandveseh for a steak and wine

5  whose highest price is 50 thousand won, bidders participate in the bid between the
lowest price of 20 thousand won and the highest price of 50 thousand won.

In other words, while a social commerce company offers a specific sale price
and purchasers merely determine whether or not to purchase the corresponding
product in general social commerce, the seller and purchasers directly contribute to

10 forming of the sale price of the product in an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Thus, in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a price
satisfying both a seller and purchasers can be formed while quality of the
corresponding product is guaranteed.

When a predetermined bidding time elapses, the auction server 100 selects a

15 lowest successful bidder on the basis of the successful bid rate and bidding
information.  Since the successful bid rate is 70%, 70% of bidders having
participated in the bid can be successful bidders in decreasing order of bid price. At
this time, the auction server 100 may select a successful bidder (ID: angel)
corresponding to 70% as the lowest successful bidder, and determine 27 thousand

20 won, which is the successful bid price of the lowest successful bidder (ID: angel), as
a sale price for all the successful bidders. Thus, the successful bidders can purchase
a coupon (i.e., the steak and wine) at the lower price than their bid prices.

Meanwhile, the auction server 100 may further provide an additional benefit

to the lowest successful bidder. For example, the lowest successfal bidder (ID:



FIG 6 illustrates the third exenplary enbodi nent of the present
invention. As illustrated in FIG 6, the auction nethod may al so be
used in advertising 5 bidding, etc. according to an exenplary
enbodi ment of the present invention. Fep exanple, a search
advertising provider (e.g., a portal site) may sell a specific

o T ¢ SRR dipbiE o BECRER’ 60 AGS Kok HDPROY ARouTA §f°T0
consi derati Oﬁ'mQJan%gaghiér%b%ns%gs@éjeggﬂ' %She nunber of advertisenents

that can be provi Per Keywor 450 on. 10 For exanple, in the

case of a keyword,advertisenent. provid on a cast .click, (CPC a
schene in which a,@"&&\'}’é %?@%?“%aﬁs%’m ?ﬁq gaﬁé?m‘ﬁa‘?/@i%gt ‘Eﬂog‘ntlofbe
when a user cli CE‘% }tngg advertisenment and is directed to a website of
the adverti s&iofespifspiddergy, dipr chample) 3 wecesgikbidfe (:hapand) whathes offered
successful bidders to 10 and offers the | owest price of 300 won for
keyword A anteBEghggrid pristhessns mpigfibef 25 thoesand svop besaush thessatedorigens 27

bi dders participate in the bid between the | owest price of 300 won
and the hi gh@gusapd woa while isllieo bislapribewn s thonsanfievonhi Thiuse thermubtinnyserver
enbodi mrent of the present invention, the maxi num nunber of bidders
may be set bi0lanay paside pridit affotntsios shdhers “ARLT tehipuanicdoupsm Gaak erwiho.
When the nunber of bidders becones the nmaxi num nunber of bidders, the
bi ddi ng 20 eAddionkboff exhthbwsandvven! 1t refiraxthorsamdwshicDo odu Rhddertks 5
50 and the nunber of bidders beconmes 50, the bidding ends and no nore

persons can pgident? pathe tdrfidahef thé ghocdstiul Biaddriim:-dbagxNpP! ary embodi nent

of the present invention, when the nunber of bidders beconmes 50, the

auction gerver 106 8@le6dnd RehPMBSEmBIMEES Hrlihe present invention, 30% of the
bidders exceeding the successful bid rate of 70% have not become successful bidders
and cannot purchase the conpon. Meanwhile, in the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, the auction server 100 may provide information about bidding
time in which a bid can be made (e.g., 00:10:50) to the bidders.

15 Also, the auction server 100 settles an auction commission for the seller on
the basis of an amount calculated by subtracting the lowest price of 20 thousand won
offered by the seller from the successful bid price of 27 thousand won of the lowest
successful bidder. At this time, in an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, the auction server 100 may settle only a portion of the amount calculated

20 by subtracting the lowest price from the successful bid price of the lowest successful
bidder as the auction commission and give the rest of the amount back to ABC

restaurant. In this case, ABC restaurant may take the rest of the amount in addition

to the 20 thousand won at which a stable service can be basically provided to the



bi dder on the basis of the |imted nunber of successful bidders and
bidding 22 information. Since the |imted nunber of successful

bi dders is 10, the auction server 100 selects 10 bidders as
successful bidders in decreasing order bid price. The auction
server 100 selects a successful bidder D: angel) who has offered

t he | owest bi Il n he 10 successful .bidders as _the | owe
successful bi Sglﬁ‘gers %ﬁg%@ggrs g‘é‘%‘é’rr?ﬁlg%gst%gcﬁ?%ﬁ?d%isswlﬁes 59 fRat s‘iﬁ‘&lé%'s%;tﬁ?
bid price of the |owest, successful bidder (1D angel), as a sale
price for aIUmPﬁﬁigﬁgwﬁgg CIFPHYEfs. Thus, the successful bidders
can perform keyword dv?rtising at_a lower price than their bid
prices. Meanbif? Pdllustrigs Hedhirdexcawlaye emagiimasiypt thanrerent ipyalipee
an additional benefit to the | owest successful bidder. For exanple,
the | owest successfaillusigigein FiHo, the aaefips methed maxslse detusedinrasiversising
the keywords for free, perform keyword advertising at a di scount
price of 200 wddingic. ebtaafing tesm exapplyyicmbediment of thipeaswdiitheentibine For
auction server 100 may provide profit information to the successful
bi dders. For sxmpid e sarcuedessing plivilidere.tl @ phadagi@) dyosdipg specific
of fered the highest bid price earns a profit of 1300 won per click

because the daly@opt bg eeridsr. 151k Qhaveshrih bdverthiing pokidet ehap! o the 1439
won. Thus, the auction server 100 may provide profit information such

as "keyword AwnitRywekecdBsiisilided et e 1oMestORbeWRNoREEMatiorl 88 Quality of
won/ Make paynent?" to the term nal of the successful bidder (I'D:

banana). |In tdgidediHethug RO ff¥tRERAGE FRNLan0fe ﬁr@ﬁdé’c{)@%ﬁ&ﬁbﬁv% 108},

t he auction 20 server 100 may provide infornation e turrent

nunber ofqgbi delg r&mﬁﬁegiér tggg?%gcg a ?%%% a@&eﬁ?&eﬂ%ﬁ% ﬁrglvxgig% to%%uésogg ReF click

bidders. This is to al recogni zi n

par 1 1pat! DGk W R O PBEL LR 41 AR RARAUSERAIG 01 A o

bi dders. user clicks the advertisement and is directed to a website of the advertiser) basis,

when the seller sets the limited number of successful bidders to 10 and offers the

lowest price of 300 won for keyword A and keyword B whose highest price is 2

15  thousand won, bidders participate in the bid between the lowest price of 300 won and
thé highest price of 2 thousand won.

In the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the maximum

number of bidders may be set by at least one of the seller and the auction server 100.

When the number of bidders becomes the maximum number of bidders, the bidding

20  ends. For example, when the maximum number of bidders is 50 and the number of

bidders becomes 50, the bidding ends and no more persons can participate in the bid.

In the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention, when the

number of bidders becomes 50, the auction server 100 selects a lowest successful

bidder on the basis of the limited number of successful bidders and bidding



23 Al so, the auction sewer 100 settles an auction conmm ssion
for the seller on the basis of an anount cal cul ated by subtracting
the I owest price of 300 won offered by the seller fromthe successful
bid price of 500 won of the |owest sucegssful bidder. Meanwhile, in
an exenpl ary enbodi nent of the present 1nvention, the auction server
5 100 may pr Qv -1 nf af: At q.gn: u i rd I 0 ,hi .

r anki ngs, anﬁl\g%/rg{r%gg]g E)S:ﬁ p{rhlg(r:1 é@@hgu%egbogrguo%%%fﬁggfg?%% qgtﬂg’. ﬂ{%o&am%%i d
menber who h - d t . The, above- descri.bed.

met hod accor%?ﬁgquggﬁﬁgiﬁﬁﬁdéggkgﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%gﬁpﬁgﬁnt g¢ﬁF@§3ﬁ?”#hW§ﬂ??%n
can al so be odi.ed as c ut ey - r eadabl e, cqdes_ on cqomputer: 10
readabl e re£$%F%°&°ﬂé8ﬁv?fnfd@ﬁﬁe“{?&$ﬁ?eéﬁf@§§%f '?I@ggrvgqongasr@@f%rfpe

i ncludes all_ kinds,of recordjng devices configured to store data

whi ch can belPEsiPibpriceamanedie g%/%‘?%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ:ﬂ @%ﬁﬁ)? e rvestoheRepEnl-biddsu and e
recordi ng_nedi a include a read-only nenory (ROM, random access
menory ( RAM) detesyipesS00 a‘iogcwlcléms—tm“ccwﬁf@héﬂip@w aiffke lomestgcegsflibidder
optical data storaqe, etc. and also include an 15 inplenentation in
cattier wave§D( éngel), asraapaderipsiss dor i dre susecssfil didders) . Thus, the bupcessful
exenpl ary enbodi mrent of the present invention, a seller is enabled to
of fer the | ovidders pani peefouh keyword ddettisingmt & hawerpeicy thee tHeorbid twécepr oduct
can be guarant eed. Al so, in an exenplary enbodi nent of the
present i nventi onMdahehids, shecantigraseivet il PRinay ifiritar piottideah \waeifiofid Benefit

| owest price offered by a seller and the highest price 20 of a
product, andtot fhudowesn spevessfiasSEdddre Furoskd@ibled thedldvwR¥esuchdsk®BE biddan(ibhe
hi ghest pri ce. Meanwhi l e, in an exenplary enbodi nent of the

present 101V esHge s erble@Ws Bhrchads GRS Wordd ifBI0BEe, berfstel BSARE AdvesAiIRAg
bi dders according to an auction condition, and the successful bi

price of the; hiowRat pridd©EeeEfoh, RboERTedesveaRidied to all successful
bi dders as a sale price. Thus, the successful bidders can purchase

the 24 Meanwhile, the anction server 100 may provide profit information to the

successful bidders. For example, a successful bidder (ID: banana) who has offered

the highest bid price earns a profit of 1300 won per click because the sale price is

15 500 won while his/her bid price is 1800 won. Thus, the auction server 100 may

provide profit information such as “keyword A + keyword B: Auctioned off at 500

won/Profit 1300 won/Make payment?” to the terminal of the successful bidder (ID:
banana).

In the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the auction

20  server 100 may provide information about the current number of bidders (e.g.,

Current number of bidders: 40) to the bidders. This is to aid a bidder in recognizing

a bid status and participating in the bid at an appropriate timing because the bidding

may end when the number of bidders becomes the maximum number of bidders.



product at a lower price than their bid prices, and it is possible to
pi que custoners' interest. Al so, since there is not one successful

bi dder but a plurality of successful bidders, nmany bi dders benefit
froma discount. It will be apparent to %gose skilled in the art that
various nodifications can be 5 nade to t above-descri bed exenpl ary

enbodi nents of the es, lL.nventio out de arting fromthe scope
of the invention. T‘ﬁ{? ??uctlgn SFﬁvgng)é)ose{t{‘]?éta“taH (QEBRESIPE e ssiher on
covers all such nodifi cati ons I‘OVI gwd t hey conme within the scope_of
the appended P&PHE Al aF‘ﬁBIFtrca Ylated by shbtgacting te\hpyggst pricagiA00ren) offeref
An auction method, conprisi mai ntai ni ng, at an auction
server, a dat XBdR&seler fom F}&Wéﬁ‘iesﬁ‘ﬂllh%‘ép’é‘fe af @ﬁ@@nqughedpﬁmﬁ@uqcmful bidder.
51 owest price offered by a seller, and a successful bid rate;
recei ving, at Mefawhiletsn amexsalasy embpdigienipfithe preseat mmcntloncﬂhaduc’u@nberder
prices for the specific product between the | owest price and the
hi ghest pr Bce 100 omylyrefdds isformation aboutshﬂ@@k:emg:,comihgttbéuhﬂﬁhngm as evarege,
a | owest successful bidder fromanong the bidders in consideration of
t he successf ubidprikel deauaber ¢ftdddergdicn® 4 pdio mibdep WhvMenp@chased an item,
predet erm ned 10bi dding tinme el apses; and

etc.

The above-described method according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention can also be embodied as computer-readable codes on a computer-
10 readable recording medium. The computer-readable recording medium includes all
kinds of recording devices configured to store data which can be read by computer
systems. Examples of computer-readable recording media include a read-only
memory (ROM), random-access memory (RAM), compact disc (CD)-ROM,
magnetic tape, floppy disk, optical data storage, etc. and also include an
15 implementation in carrier waves (e.g., transmission over the Internet).
In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a seller is enabled to
offer the lowest price of a product, so that service for the product can be guaranteed.
Also, in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, bidders can
participate in a bid between the lowest price offered by a seller and the highest price
20 of a product, and thus can purchase the product at a lower price than the highest price.
Meanwhile, in an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a lowest
successful bidder is selected from among bidders according to an auction condition,
and the successful bid price of the lowest successful bidder is applied to all

successful bidders as a sale price. Thus, the successful bidders can purchase the



requesting, at the auction server, paynent fromall successful

bi dders using a successful bid price of the | owest successful bidder
as a sale price on the basis of bidding information about the | owest
successful bidder wherein the selecting,the | owest successful bidder
includes sel ecting successful 15 bidders up to bidder con-espondi ng

to the succe rder .
sel ecting a E{I:déctltagg ﬂ:‘v}'eg&;ﬁ {r}m\?\ﬁlg 48 P n? ?Se?%ddglt 55 h%etgtplﬁedm%f’?lgg
anong the suc es ful, bi dders owest bldde
auct ron met HBESE ¢ C‘P%ﬂ  inge &F{F‘r‘P ﬁgf»" %ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁlﬁt@&feﬁ%ﬁ{ botifg S sefissidl'®
auction server, @ ﬂeter éﬁlt to the | owest successful
bi dder. 3. THEd aP?S ﬁroaa FHOY0E £ urt her conpri si ng:
providing, at the auction server, the successful bidders wth
i nf or mat i on about Ltp¥ibPe pEpapass ko theseskidigd Bythe abthehvariowg modificatigns o b e
fromthe bid prices of the successful bidders. 4. The auction nethod
of claimdl, mefe Hefthecamypidssonged exemplary swbediimegfs eft thehpresent tibwntion
server, an auction conm ssion for the seller on the basis of an
anount cal cuvidhat degargngofromcthe sgoptehel’ theviesntipn. i chubr bris idiendsd dlee 34 ul
bid price of the | owest 30successful bidder.

present invention covers all such modifications provided they come within the scope

of the appended claims and their equivalents.



26 | owest price offered by a seller, and a successful bid rate;

a receiver configured to receive bidding information including bid
prices for the specific product betmeeE the | owest-price and the

hi ghest price from bi dders; a sel ector Eonfigured to sel ect

successful bidders up to bidder corresponding to the 5 successful bid
rate in decreasing order of bid price and sel ect a successful bidder
who has ofytgresd ¢hemewgst bid price anong the successful bidders as
a | owest successful bidder when a predeterm ned bidding tine el apses;
a paynent requester configured to request paynent fromall successfu

bi dders using @ SHHEEESS B! Bniikige. of the lowest successful bidder
as a sale price on the basfs’o?ﬁgiﬁglng 10 i nformati on about the

| owest successmaintainiaget an ausgion server, adasarse of 4 ighastamice glia epecifis product, a
contrg tRGesHALEH ered %ea {;re‘r?]%f ¥ ®E suck B8 Blagakor . and the payment

requester. o ‘auction server of claimb5, wherein the
control |l er prowceiEmgaapthedacbemiseree, bBldagemformaton frehidingebid prices for the

successf ?' he- Cli - Of i , Wherein
t he cont ;%F g(l(‘jg%? %(\:/tib tgseelflﬁg 1-:%%%?8@%&6@‘%@? %g%%églg%%tfw% ?\ild g%r?fa_t i on about
profits cal cul stletnpyat shelrurtmt sengr, taHewsslseccpssiud diddenfrom hencb; thepriddeesin
of t he S%ﬁﬁ?%&ﬁﬂn Qf ﬂg %ﬁéc’essj%ﬁ bid rate and the ’t%ddi;l;é] ffatib? Wi ravﬁ‘rede?grmined
claimb5, further conprising:
10 bidding time elapses; and
requesting, at the auction server, payment from all successful bidders using a
successful bid price of the lowest successful bidder as a sale price on the basis of bidding
information about the lowest successful bidder
wherein the selecting the lowest successful bidder includes selecting successful
15 bidders up to bidder corresponding to the successful bid rate in decreasing order of bid price
and selecting a successful bidder who has offered the lowest bid price among the successful

bidders as the lowest successful bidder,

2. The auction method of claim 1, further comprising:

20 providing, at the auction server, a predetermined benefit to the lowest successful
bidder.

‘3. The auction method of claim 1, further comprising:
providing, at the auction server, the successful bidders with information about profits

25  calculated by subtracting the sale price from the bid prices of the successful bidders.

4. The auction method of claim 1, further comprising:
settling, at the auction server, an auction commission for the seller on the basis of an
amount calculated by subtracting the lowest price from the successful bid price of the lowest
30  successful bidder.

5. An auction server, comprising:

a storage configured to maintain a database of a highest price of a specific product, a



a settlenent unit configured to settle an auction conmmi ssion for the
seller on the basis of an anpunt cal cul ated by subtracting the | owest
price fromthe successful bid price of26t he | owest successful bidder.

10

156

20

lowest price offered by a seller, and a successful bid rate;

a receiver configured to receive bidding information including bid prices for the
specific product between the lowest price and the highest price from bidders;

a selector configured to select successful bidders up to bidder corresponding to the
successful bid rate in decreasing order of bid price and select a successful bidder who has
offered the lowest bid price among the successful bidders as a lowest successful bidder when
a predetermined bidding time elapses;

a payment requester configured to request payment from all successful bidders using
a successful bid price of the lowest successful bidder as a sale price on the basis of bidding
information about the lowest successful bidder; and

a controller configured to control the storage, the receiver, the selector, and the

payment requester.

6. The auction server of claim 5, wherein the controller provides a predetermined

benefit to the lowest successful bidder.

7. The auction server of claim 5, wherein the controller provides the successful
bidders with information about profits calculated by subtracting the sale price from the bid

prices of the successful bidders.

8. The auction server of claim 5, further comprising:
a settlement unit configured to settle an auction commission for the seller on the
basis of an amount calculated by subtracting the lowest price from the successful bid price of

the lowest successiul bidder.



