METHOD OF UNDERWATER MOUNTI NG OF PROPULSI ON DRI VE
SYSTEM FOR A FLQOATI NG STRUCTURE ABSTRACT OF THE

DI SCLOSURE A et hod of nounting propul sion unit(s) on
a floating structure provides for the wuse of a
renotel y-control |l ed subnersible ballastible unit that
transports a propulsion unit to a position below a
propul sion unit housi ng underwater. The submersible
bal | astible wunit is partially subnmerged, wth the
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maneuvered, using its own propul sion thrusters, to a
position generally aligned with the propul sion unit
housing. Divers then renove and tenporarily suspend

t he propul si on ABSTRACTIORDHEDNCIOSUREs | ower ed
fromthe floating structure. The subnersible

bal | astible unit is maneuvered away fromthe floating
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propul sion unit housing. (See Figure 1) ' _
use of a remotely-controlled submersible ballastible unit that transports a propulsion unit
to a position below a propulsion unit housing underwater. The submersible ballastible
unit is partially submerged, with the propulsion unit detachably secured thereon, by
selectively ballasting ballast tanks positioned in the unit. Once the unit is sufficiently
submerged it is maneuvered, using its own propulsion thrusters, to a position generally
aligned with the propulsion unit housing. Divers then remove and temporarily suspend
the propulsion unit by using tension wires lowered from the floating structure. The

submersible ballastible unit is maneuvered away from the floating structure while the

propulsion unit is secured in the propulsion unit housing.

(See Figure 1)
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