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[00§ﬂac 1N %ge%tlmlt invention generally relates to a desktop. In particular, the present
invention is directed to a desktop having a first portion and a diagonal portion oriented

diagonally with respect to the first portion.

2) Description of the Related Art
[0002] Traditional office furniture systems include standard desks with or without

returns or credenzas. Such traditional office furniture systems typically require a larger office

footprint and do not efficiently use office space overall.

[0003] To provide for more efficient use of office space, L-shaped and U-shaped
workstation-like office furniture systems were developed. Such systems are typically
dimensioned according to the surrounding office dimensions. Unfortunately, such systems
generally create a barrier that pushes people away and creates unproductive workspace.
Guests generally have little or no access to a user or worker’s work area without standing
directly behind the user. Finally, guest often have little or now work area and multiple guests

are often required to sit close to one another.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
[06004] One aspect of the present invention is a desktop including a first portion having a
top surface, a bottom surface opposite the top surface, and a plurality of side surfaces. The
first portion includes a first longitudinal axis that substantially bisects the top surface. The
desktop also includes a diagonal portion having a top surface, a bottom surface opposite the
top surface, and a plurality of side surfaces. The diagonal surface is joined with the first
portion and includes a second longitudinal axis that substantially bisects the top surface of the
diagonal portion, The first portion and the diagonal portion are oriented so the first

longitudinal axis and the second longitudinal axis are diagonal to one another.

[0005] Another aspect of the invention is a desktop including a first portion having a top
surface, a bottom surface opposite the top surface, and a plurality of side surfaces. The first
portion includes a first longitudinal axis that substantially bisects the top surface of the first
portion, The desktop includes a diagonal portion having a top surface, a bottom surface
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longitudinal axis is substantially parallel to one of the axes defined by one of the plurality of
walls. The diagonal portion has a top surface, a bottom surface opposite the top  surface,
and a plurality of side surfaces. The diagonal portion is joined with the first portion and
defines a second longitudinal axis. The second longitudinal axis substantially bisects the top
surface of the diagonal portion and is substantially parallel to a different one of the axes
defined by one of the plurality of walls than the first longitudinal axis. The first portion and
the diagonal portion are oriented so the first longitudinal axis and the second longitudinal axis

are diagonal to one another.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0007] For the purpose of illustrating the invention, the drawings show a form of the
invention that is presently preferred. However, it should be understood that the present

invention is not limited to the precise arrangements and instrumentalities shown in the

drawings, wherein:



opposite the top surface, and a plurality of side
surfaces. The diagonal surface is joined with the
first portion and includes a second |ongitudinal axis.
WHR00EW446d | ongi tudi nal axis substantially BICIBEEY7/070043
said top surface of the diagonal portion. The first
POIEYG; OfNis 8 Bn ik AHQREVieR OF h Ukt R cding i @@ ef®odifrRnf dfitld
| ongi tudi nal axis and the second |ongitudinal axis are
PresgitiB¥sAEPt 0 one anot her. The desktop al so includes a
r ety > RAd bW BAY idiBiop a&damnzg%fcﬁe embadiRedtlo e prdsbrace
opposite the top surface a plurality of side
inveglief:aces. The return portion is joined with the first
POG O ‘h@u‘? ofta &&E&)? a&é&ﬂ'ﬁh 16%nB @hb&diment of B prddksked
Iongltug axi s su antla y bisects the top
inveptio;ace of the return portion and is substantially
pe ast
DEERETE R el o Tk BELACL Rt g ol
enmpmnkmoﬁihﬂmeamhhaa$bmamé of t he plurallty of side

SO 08 LGB0 R L B By b

inwﬁﬂﬁmature that is conflgured so that the worker-side
edge radi ates toward the first |ongitudinal axis and
the second | ongitudinal axis. [0006] Yet anot her aspect
of the present invention is a nodular office system
whi ch incl udes a pDETAUMﬂ?D@BCEﬂPTKH@nd a desktop The

urality of walls define
roodh} | Belstrnedionsd etarsyng B alet ke oS R e SRisel tfieptegike pars,
and ﬁf}ﬁmc&[h@ t6 #1GS.af3 toheaspbwoathetpyeseﬁt itvehtion ldefdem mn In one
axls. The desktop. includes a_fir ort a
embagiment deskiopringiudes g st ppcipn 32 pp %ﬁ’i %’%S‘E?tﬂ%\%emed

so aftotRdELohA ¢ haEest peeesi te the top surface and a
plurality of side surfaces. The first portion has a

fi L1 t bst ant
10009 First SPHoBy TG TR A oP SHTEe 0. & BRTLYPLY 78 VBRI pgfosite
and yRicall¢a RfirrdSage@ShEIRp sgste mﬁd@]ﬁn@ﬁtybh ﬁd@édﬂﬂ’aaésl 3oy Fabt

wal | s. The dlagonal portion has a tgg surface

portigg 2 anneg@fyfeaeee Hipessd fist lopgitudgsl atis 3athat m%)h%!b%tanually bisect
top PMES rﬁc‘)rijfz i3 géﬁe‘ﬁﬁ daptBfortioRfl toﬁﬂélﬁdeoarkvbrﬁer work
] ol ne e first portion and defines a second

area|3dn @lt taasn ona bf pluiality of ivide seréasati30 way Hefingiarvearkesssids edge 36.

f gonal
WAk 3 b B SR R S AR ISP
predetlaﬁmnéd tureatare 88 idkphembyl sdsctagise tiedt wobleer-pide edgei 3oyradihtes toward
f | 1s,.t ?e first longitudinal axis. The first
““Eﬂ twﬁﬁaéﬁﬁ he diagonal portion are oriented so the
first longitudinal axis and the second | ongitudina

[001a]<i sDaugena pagion 24 irtchidesetop rsomfmrm :BRthﬁl mcﬁmvwm iOF

o o U, 09 R BRE ST P B4 il

At 1dabtatine lefid HF BRI portinedaanyctsh. dclﬂﬁwwg,edsl: indliidesdhymdédal ipertion 46,

understood that the prese ention_is not |inited
whichA1E et SCooRBUND U £ SRR PGt BHBRLAPPEPES: Eenerally

exteSRQIN 'arkeédhﬁ 16H; A8 Sxis\WR QKA iniky sub¥Antially bisect top surface 40 of the
2007/ 40446PCT U82007/070043 FIG 1.is a fr
diagpupb pestien.cFigst egftion 24 aebdirgy! pRrtion At A1 W2l gricnted 50 hat first

longfRERRH KB AL afd sdebft BhERRMal b3Y 284k Ahigonal to one another. In one

embodiment, first portion 22 and diagonal portion 24 are oriented to define an angle 50
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[0013] Diagonal portion 24 is generally joined with first portion 22. In FIGS. 1-3, which
illustrate desktops 20, 90, and 70, respectively, first portion 22 and diagonal portion 24 may
be defined by a single, contiguous portion 92. As indicated by dashed line 94 in FIG. 1, in
other embodiments such as desktop 20, first portion 22 and diagonal portion 24 may not be
contiguous and may be two separate portions that are positioned adjacent one another.
Desktops 20 and 70, which include a return portion 72, may be configured so that first
portion 22, diagonal portion 24, and the return portion are defined by a single, contiguous
portion. Desktops 20 and 70 may also be configured so that first portion 22, diagonal

portion 24, and return portion 72 are separate portions positioned adjacent to one another.
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Alternatively, as illustrated in FIG 2, desktop 90
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[ 0022] The desktop of the present invention offers
advant ages over existing desktop and related office
furniture systens. A 9" x 12' office space including
an office furniture systemw th a desktop according to
the present invention generally provides up to 40%
nore useful surface space over traditional U shaped
office furniture systens. The inward curves of both



WD 20071140446PCT/ US2007/ 070043 t he di agonal portion
and first portion encourage collaboration and naxi m ze
wor kspace for both the worker/user and guests. The
outward curves of the diagonal portion generally
provi de guests wth arm space, additional work areas
over existing systens, and confortabl e separation

t another. The inward and outward curves

“mﬁ;yggm?gqg di stance between users that is nmuch nore
personal and induces nore of a side-by-side feeling

t han. itio ' Th ' .
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saﬂcﬁo;egmfang anshd plualitp ofside hefacesh said disgonapertion psing jeined with

sa@gﬁ'ft pﬁgtpq%r 5 rth%go or’u{) hEJ Cg&gn& P%Eﬁﬁ&nal\g&its{h%g second

Iorig’méiﬁhll #xis substemiatly Ib@b@tm g@hiﬂ&bp an‘fanel ofreaid dlaglirml pertibn,,wherein
scope of the follow ng clains
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saitiQBcond 14 AH8dind a&%ta&@&“aé&faf e @RONEL; hfd & Adténty8Rion having a
surface, and a plurali of side surfaces, said first
toxpsmface) A Hoamnrsgrf@pefqppe?ﬂtel S@udgom sietfase and wipdurakityjof silp sarfaces,
salg gt I ; %(Ij'tlz 1} emaX| ﬁ'ﬁe? gv?t%tsofr?i:ﬁrgﬂ r# (ﬁ‘d §§8 g‘ét{l]tgl A)%ﬁ{loqlp%i?[ﬁg a third

lortgaudma aaust miad mmdfla@mdmabmst mhssmnmaﬂkydnseomg)md tepsarfmbe of
sai d

top surface, ,and a of si.de surfaces,
saig RIS POrtiqhy MhETSH w1 fh @m% 5 1S SERyptanfiplly PerRydicyler to
said Frd l&ig‘ﬁg@iﬁéﬂ xR WhbRMh ﬁﬁi/ér{gga Fetw&H0RM fileehsit@imdhxis and
axis, said second longitudinal axis substantially

saiisepond longituding axisyjs kess thaw a sesond angle definpdrhetwass seiddisst
sai d di agonal portion
lon\gﬁ élgéllraé{%?agg Sélg t@ﬂ ig)gélﬂdg lg%kg'gi tudi nal axis and said
second Iongltudlnal axis are di agonal to one anot her;
and a retur V|ng urfac bot t
2. & gerdenacspik wPefsincasid dskportf S i gigpine] Pision are
orléﬁtgc?tosdé'f' B@ﬁﬁ% 1& Bét@eé:%a‘t’d PrsPRinitedindl @k 3Gni 94id8&koniit h
sard first %lon sai d return portion having a third
Iorﬂgﬁn@mlwmsrthat labesssthalsa@ degredsr d | ongi tudi nal axis
substantially bisecting said top surface of said
return portion, wherein said third | ongitudinal axis
3. A9leskulysacrbidirg to)lahar2p eneticii Sait artgbe Isawekerf daidsfirst longitudinal axis
| ongi tudi pal . axi s; wherein_sai e between said
ang §aj %ecp%'gpg@w pxig 4§ aboyh) a7%o£e§ge€6nd | ongi t udi nal
axis is less than a second angle defined between said
first longitudinal axis and said third |ongitudinal )
4. Axdesktop fcomlingaolclaip 3awbeoretti saifd anglebaivesmsaidfiest longituinad axis

0 saik d ,di ortion are oriented

anc[ S&“ﬁ%‘ff’?‘}f{ ltogﬁlt%ﬁbﬁq ax‘sest V\bé)gﬁg(gg% e?l rst | ongitudinal

axis and said second |longitudinal axis that is |ess

than 90 degrees. . 3. A deskt accord| to, cI i 2,

éiké?%ali%&lgéﬁ glamdetiiersin adbagt pe s 31% i il Surfaces

of s%d Iéﬁhﬁh ﬁ%ﬁ{%d dHidtpista |of§?ﬂe%uﬁ§ce§ Bpkﬂid afdobul

70 A desktop according to claim3

mhereln sald angle bet ween said first Iongltudlna

axi s and said second | ongité&dinal axis is about 60
degr ees.



5. A desktop according to claim1, wherein at |east
one of said plurality of side surfaces of said first
portion and at | east one of said plurality of side
surfaces of said diagonal portion define a
wor ker - si de edge, which has a predeterm ned curvature.
6. A desktop according to claimb5, wherein said
potfoR QEfify I Bikdr-GUE ¥dlelhRich has# PlebSief@idledurldidde. sai d
wor ker - si de edge radi ates toward said first
| ongi tudi nal axis and said second | ongitudinal axis.
: e tdi . G 3
6 £ 9o MR AS A bR ednerMRAEMBRL  cohfirod so
thatl i) on£der-side Edgnradiat®s toAvaid skt dipst dagondinalg:xisand Isaiid second
I wh%&ein said first portion is adapted to include a
ongHPdiB} &i5r k area. 9. A desktop according to claim1
wherein at |east one of said plurality of side

surfaces of said diagonal portion define a guest-side
7. Adigktopancerdingte claim| lewbereiraidiist pesHomisishorer than said return

pog{oggﬁgi%ﬁg%aﬁﬂg%gh.ure. 10. A desktop according to

sal'd predeterm ned curvature is
selected so that at |east a portion of said guest-side

o SRR H2USh, LSO LPOGh LhAEL pbie

woBlephRbesigh.ned curvature is selected so that at least a
portion of said guest-side edge radiates away from
sai d second | ongi tudi nal ads.

9, A desktop according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said plurality of side surfaces
of said diagonal portion define a guest-side edge, which has at least one portion with a

predetermined curvature.

10. A desktop according to ¢laim 9, wherein said predetermined curvature is selected so
that at least a portion of said guest-side edge radiates toward said second longitudinal

axis.

11. A desktop according to claim 9, wherein said predetermined curvature is selected so
that at least a portion of said guest-side edge radiates away from said second longitudinal

axis.

12. A desktop according to claim 9, wherein said diagonal portion is adapted to include a
guest work area that is substantially on a half of said diagonal portion defined between

said second longitudinal axis and said guest-side edge.

13. A desktop according to claim 1, wherein said first portion and said diagonal portion

are defined by a single, contiguous portion.



12. A desktop according to claim9, wherein said
di agonal portion is adapted to include a guest work
area that is substantially on a half of said diagona
portion defined between said second | ongitudinal axis
and said guest-side edge. 13. A desktop according to
claim1, wherein said first portion and said di agona
148 Hédkﬁiéb REG RS tb Bt PYwRersih B8H Sirst HoRion It aiagm{afjp@ﬂen, and
14. A desktop according to claim1, wherein said first
saig eaturin partionareidefingd bn alsinglss eqnbiguous @i d ret urn
portion are defined by a single, contiguous portion.
15. A desktop according to claim1l, wherein an end of
15 s dekkeipagesrdingpo clin b, wheréin de sndofeitedirginapportiomincludes a
16. A desktop conprising: a first portion having a top
P“%ﬁ@*%ﬁ@?ma bott om surface opposite said top surface,
and a plurality of side surfaces, said first portion

having a first longitudinal axis, said fjrst .
16 Ao Aeskiapciomarisiagi s Tssupartiambaving 3topisueiade; f§oem §rfasp opposite
sai«%lfg fsﬂ&ﬁce?%ncf@éﬁr%li‘tﬁ St sidulQR; sai BisPHRNE) hRhd 4 ARt

a&ﬁng a’top Surface, a bottom surface opposite said
longivpdisal mkiscsajd frstlloagitidina hxis yutstantialiiebisasting said topsrface of

.di_,agonal por.tion. bei.ng, [ oi hed w t:h sajd.fir ' .
soid 575 POH OB el P pdhe g g Yutifesn Bbitatnh Sas? Bpd:fEsaic
toptace, Bl AIpRASINGT ity @i fatkd] s diaxiral pottiei being fined with said

bi secting said top surface of sald,dlag nal g,rtlo ,
firsppettionsaikdisgonpl Rartigobavingn sgrendslangitudingl e s '3&?‘&‘1 N
4 afi el . id! . bi\@ald &¥gcha i@ iveherein
torgl ) R e o tng SO e bl ek PR 8
said fickt portieh andsgid diagome! hetion gresvricoisd so sdid disst lepgijpdinalaxis and

.surfa 0 si.te.said top, surfac a j
soid g frpBREEA sSis o PatiRD e AiGherd B £t pBiichbpfihe o
topSsatface h bttor @hific@dppSsie dait @bpisuifap@rahd aplurality pside surfaces,
Jlongitudinal axis, said third |ongitudinal axi . .
said s pRTtion| eingpined with gaidfirst Pogpns s sEtum gpriioghgving a third
lon%f%ﬁcﬂﬁ a?fg r %a!icpﬁird %%iﬁﬂﬁaﬁﬂi@sub%ﬁtﬁll&%bﬁﬂ?ﬂaﬂﬂbp AXdface of
s substahtially péerpendicular to said first )
saidl et tportionaivhereinssaidthird dingitadingleeistis swhstaptiallyapegpendicular to

plurality .of side,surfaces of i i ' .
sl Foateif) =31 S e gt € iRl P PG Lot s
firs poniof aR@ A Bdst BRY &1 @il gleklityofaidesnitades of shid didgenal piriioh

has a gredetern1neﬁ curvature Lh%L is con |gureg SO h
defintgar Warkpisidpedesr which aw e e aan REL I HR Rt L35 lipped so that
said &@H&\E}?‘éﬁb Ribe Aflafs30Ward 8hid FEISMSulRR0LS Al RKR

an areinesal g Flrst portion and said diagonal
lonpitudinalmxzmed whieei gid fict petion endspididigizenabperiee aresaiedted to

i rst |ongjtudi nal is.and sai.d_second | | t.udi .
defleed pEEOUSenS88 T et Bep e RSP tha
is 18GRInI0dbetes.Cl @i m 16, wherein at |east one of said

plurality of side surfaces of said diagonal portion
define a guest-side edge, which has at | east one
0 . N Corm ' ) )
17, GEUGHER bl BLAHTIE) TG oF L Paid plihlicforside
surficedeftseidndisgonalopmiiat defmeiagusstsidet asige.ovhichhas a feaptame porion
ortion of aaid ﬂgest-side edge radi ates toward said

with g uestarBis A CHRAREF - axi .
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19. A desktop according to claim 17, wherein said
predeterm ned curvature is selected so that at |east a
portion of said guest-side edge radiates away from
sai d second | ongitudinal axis. 20. A desktop
according to claim 17, wherein said diagonal portion
is adapted to include a guest work area that is

Isztgpégk?%t %@{)xjd}ﬁgqg cﬁilﬂ 34 fwﬁ)efregﬁ @élg %Hﬂﬁled PRVAthRANs select%d S0

n sal d secon Inal axis and sa
thay aelsast 8 poition o said glkt-side d@kacbgea@wrchwﬁbsepmﬂoagimdml
wherein said angl e between said first |ongitudinal
aX%xi s and said second longitudinal axis is about 50 to
70 degrees. 22. A desktop according to claim 21,
wher ei n sai d, angl e _between sai I t udi nal

first
1954 ideskigpacsrdinede clsim 17 owksrein a-%ua Feda%r%mﬁg Suygfiie tggelected so
thatl GAERES portion of said guest-side edge radiates away from said second longitudinal

axis.

20. A desktop according to claim 17, wherein said diagonal portion is adapted to include

a guest work area that is substantially on a half of said diagonal portion defined between

said second longitudinal axis and said guest-side edge.

21. A desktop according to claim 16, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal

axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 50 to 70 degrecs.

22. A desktop according to claim 21, wherein said angle between said first longitudinal

axis and said second longitudinal axis is about 60 degrees.
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