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2010/ 01503PCT3B26081i353 133 the known art, a plurality of solutions has

been cffered, based substantially on the use of rigid or semi-

rigid suitcases. Various accessories are available, which can be

put into suitcases in order to fold the c¢lothes and hold them in

place, without compressing the fabrics, which would inevitably
25 produce unpleasant deep creases.

In other cases, padded elements have been proposed, some of
which are of a highly complex shape, with predetermined folding
lines, on the outside of which the garment is folded.

These accessories, however, are in the form of compressible

30 cushions, plates or bags, which are semi-rigid in some cases and
which, in themselves, take up space inside the suitcase, thereby
restricting its capacity. It is, in fact, considered, in the
known art, that the operative principle of an anti-creasing de-
vice is substantially to connect, with broad radii of curvature,

35 the area in which the garment is folded, thereby preventing the
formaticon of small radiuses of curvature which, under pressure,

would cause permanent creases.



As a result, the accessories offered by the known art thus far are
intrinsically bul ky. Further many of them provide predeterm ned
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for spreading and/or hanging, and an insert made of a soft,

flexible material, designed to be inserted into said garment and

25 engaging with said structural element. -According to an aspect
of the invention, the insert consists of at least one sheet of
soft, flexible material, preferably two paired sheets, with a
total thickness of about 0.5 mm to approximately 10 mm and pref-
erably between 0.8 and 1.2 mm per individual sheet.

30 According to a further aspect, when the insert is composed
of two paired sheets, they are joined at least along a welding
line, in such a way as to form a type of envelope, the struc-
tural element being simply inserted between the two paired
sheets and abuting the welding line.

35 According to a third aspect, the insert has an ocutline sub-
stantially corresponding to that of the garment into which it is

to be inserted.



5According to a fifth aspect of the invention, the insert nmade of
soft, flexible material has no predeterm ned fold lines. Finally,
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Preferably, Phgert 2 conprises a sheet of flexible material having
the sane outlin&igas £hats of pirtigalyehtterowpidd cderdspectivayyiew of a
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j acket , 20t herenhsef tthal Lhventsfaar-abl y have a substantially rectangul ar
cen- Detailed description of the preferred embodiments

The Applicant, through extensive experimentation, has been
able to ascertain that, differently from what was believed in
the field, it is not strictly necessary to ensure broad radii of

25 curvature when folding clothes, in order to avoid the formation
of creases. It has, in fact, been found that even slight thick-
nesses of scft, flexible padding, placed in correspondence to
the area of folding of the garment, but inside said garment, en-
able one to avoid the formation of permanent creases.

30 Consequently, according to the invention, an anti-crease
accessory is composed of a spreading and/or hanging structural
element 1, such as a coat hanger, to which is coupled (option-
ally removably, as will be seen hereinafter} an insert 2, made
of soft, flexible material (Fig. 1) and intended to be inserted

35 into the garment.

Preferably, insert 2 comprises a sheet of flexible material

having the same outline as that of the garment for which it is
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j acket and fromwhich two | ateral arns 2b project, which are inserted
into the swoevmieh3t he jacket. A simlar insert can bearasehob/ossi3s
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where said welding line is .provided, in a position corresponding
3¢ to the shoulders of the garment.

In the embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the two sheets are
joined over the entire perimeter, except for a lower area and on
one side, right up to a position below the arm attachment, into
which said coat hanger 1 can be inserted, or from which it can

35 be extracted.
The two sheets can be joined together along part of their

perimeter, by means of welding, stitching or some other suit-
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10 case, saiybesPigashfgagherRilinle Calbulg. @ device integral with and

hi nged to the suitcase
9 The total thickness. of the insert {(and therefore of the in-

20 Qdividual sheet or of the sum of the two paired sheets) must be
sufficient to act as slight padding - in such a way as to ab-
sorb, locally and from the inside of the garment, pressure
which would tend to crease the garment - but not to such an ex-
tend as to take up an undesirable amcunt of room in the suit-

25 case. Typical thicknesses appropriate to the purpose, depending
on the material, are approximately 0.5 mm to approximately 10
mm, preferably between 0.8 mm and 1.2 mm for each individual
sheet.

Advantageously, because they are not necessary and are even

30 counterproductive in some respects, no predetermined folding
lines 1s provided on the surface of said insert 2.

Said hanging and/or spreading element 1 is preferably made
in such a way as to be removable or foldable, in order to make
the entire accessory easily collapsible, so that it can be ti-

35 died away into a small space, when not in use. For that pur-
pose, the transverse portions can be reciprocally hinged (in the

way shown schematically in Fig. 1, or also in a different way),
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according to the invention is ver)%éril nom cal, to th%exte t that ht

can be of f eFEF g neE: pPodided §S rf’“tatmﬁ:&’ % a %
pur chasers mreeﬁmmierilge,meiﬁhelv\ﬁdehmaramwalbébl &rom thwe flesébie alnessrt
makes it pogsible for decorative notifs or advertising |ogos to be

30 In use, when one has to put a garment back into a suitcase,
it is sufficient to insert said structural element 1 into the
garment (for example, by inserting the c¢oat hanger into the
shoulders of a jacket in the conventiocnal way) to which said in-
sert 2 1s connected and which is therefore partially drawn in-

35 side the garment: after which, with the garment open, insertion
of the wvarious portions of which =aid insert 2 is cowmposed is
completed.



25 printed on it. It is understood that protection of the

i nvention descri bed above is not limted to the particul ar enbodi nent
i |lustrate¥O 219019583 ext ended to all other structural vaAGTARRWINHIEN
come under the definition proposed in’the attached clains. 30 8
CLAIMS 1. Travel accessory for the foldi ng of a garnent inside a

sui tease, compr gl s Bc3REcading.2ndlior RN BLTHSLMGRL olerenk

(1); and an | nsert ) madé of e e materi al gned
to be i nserfe&dreht brldng éé?%ntsué’ﬁaa%ﬁg?&dﬁda%%?dséﬁlﬂhs’é’f‘%c‘i’tﬁe&FlOn
el ement (1l)gf zagidimserft sf2) anuerstaNGlehesxactd adavpushesics aO0kuit-
soft, flexifl.e material (2', 2"), paired together. 2. Accessory as
inclaimil, erein each sheet has an overall thickness of between
appr oxi mat el y 0TBeni¢RhFLdPBF okt FREry am nfhexibilidg/eedbrepsaoLj faid
claim 2, wHewsert 3atghsewdhpaihdedsdheeiscaiengotdethd agetheion ab kLerst

along a wel g)r g: 'ﬂ?ttié‘(%&g Gshey ey tQth%EEn a k%q?ween V%'lgpghat

sai d struct enent el ng Ssi y nserted
pai red sheét¢ aﬂraa%m thagceydisndet sat tParefdbyigit i fen HhEIAcfé@s;%W
as in clai make MEfﬂlll’édSa:hth%ﬁfobs(Qanﬁt&&santwtlﬁﬁdﬁuiﬂbﬁﬁﬂﬂi iokbhys

corr eSpl%ndllgxg nﬁ:g l%rl%fr ! h ga{rrentcllogt %ﬁ:?oh: 1ve rg_ge bée Is S%I.':L]L.J?—d
each of the two s S |ncPu8| ng a central Or so portion an J1Igrom
whi ch two |0&Féraﬁrra%nﬂn|§orfw@ﬁsn( e gegpert Wleéﬁoﬁﬁpﬂgietdo WaF-}‘h the

porti ons ofactgggsw @eabrdm@ tACERS SAf¥nBori.N Cclaim 1 wherein said
insert (2) is made of foa pg}g et hyl ene, of the gsed—ce] I
d

open-cel | type. “VEaRECHE N ETSTTRPE K BFEPRES] (PP TEd (18 Of the

universal type and does not depend on the specific suitcase

15 used. However, it is not excluded that a structural element 1
could possibly be developed especially to match with a specific
suitcase (not shown) of which it would form a proprietary acces-
sory.

Lastly, the simple composition and economy of production of

20 the materials used are such that the device according to the in-
vention is very economical, to the extent that it can be offered
as a mass-produced accessory, at no extra cost, to purchasers of
clothing. The wide area available on the insert also makes it
possible for decorative motifs or advertising logos to be

25 printed on it.

It is understood that protection of the invention described
above is not limited to the particular embodiment illustrated,
but is extended to all other structural wvariants which come un-
der the definition proposed in the attached claims.

30



(2) is made of foaned pol yurethane. 7.
Accessoryasi ncl ai ml, wherei nsaid insert (2) is ofsoft natural or

sem -natural materi aI : 8. Accessorgyasi ncl ai nl, wher ei nsai d
CLAIMS
1. Travel accessory for the folding of a garment inside a

suitcase, comprising:

a spreading and/or hanging structural element (1); and

an insert (2) made of soft, flexible material designed to be
inserted into said garment and engaged with said structural element
(1), said insert (2) consisting of exactly two sheets of soft,

flexible material (2', 2''), paired together.

2. Accessory as in claim 1, wherein each sheet has an overall

thickness of between approximately 0.5 mm and approximately 10 mm.

3. Accessory as in claim 2, wherein said two paired sheets are
joined together, at least along a welding line, in such a way as to
form a kind of envelope, said structural element (1} being simply
inserted between the two paired sheets and abutting against said

welding line.

4. Accessory as 1in claim 1, wherein said insert (2) has an
outline substantially corresponding to that of the garment into
which it 1s to be inserted, each of the two sheets including a
central torso portion (2a) from which two lateral arm portions (2b)

project corresponding to arm portions of the garment.

5. Accessory as in claim 1, wherein said insert (2) 1is made of

foamed polyethylene, of the closed-cell or open-cell type.

6. Accessory as in cleim 1, wherein said insert (2) is made of

foamed polyurethane.

7. Accessory as in claim 1, wherein said insert (2) is of soft

natural or semi-natural material.

8. Accessory as in claim 1, wherein said insert (2) 1is made of

terrycloth fabric.



insert (2) is nade of terrycloth fabric. 9 9. Accessory as in
claim1l1, wherein said insert (2) is nmade of pile or fleece fabric.
10. Travel accessory as in claiml, wtwere said insert (2), nade of
soft, flexible material, is devoid of predeterm ned folding |ines.
11. Suitcase for garnents, conprising an openable housing within
whi ch accessor in.claiml is installed., 12. Accessory as jn

as
claim?1) whéF&FﬁsééydaFn§8rFlF?T e EPehDUT | BitDastif Fabrd'c. 15 fpde of

Accessaiileasri fl€ddd mabrivherei n each sheet has the overall thickness
of between 0.8 mmand 1.2 mm 14. Travel accessory for the folding
of a garnent inside a suitcase, consisting essentially of: a hanging
struct urtal etrerent acd¢ssand as in cafim NSehthel2) sabdleirofersof(t), made of

f1 exi bl i al. shaped be i d j nd _en d
i Ch S St OBV TEEERUAL” (1) CCURIG TndurAre o7 EOMEIeE PGS o e

exactly two sheets of soft, flexible natural or sem -natural materi al

(2", 2"), pair.ed_together and defining.an_envel ope ch._sheet havi,n
N B T I L AR S e R il o PR

appr oxiwidtcdl yn l&caomysoegchs ofn tdieittwd Sheetssailhmetiudi ng a central torso
portion (2a) fromwhich two lateral arm portions (2b) project
corresponding to arm portions of the garnent,

12. Accessory as in claim 1, wherein said insert (2) is of

woollen-based fabric.

13. Accessory as in claim 1, wherein each sheet has the overall

thickness of between 0.8 mm and 1.2 mm.

14. Travel accessory Zfor the folding of a garment inside a
suitcase, consisting essentially of:

a hanging structural element {1); and

an insert (2) made of soft, flexible material shaped to be
inserted into the garment and engaged with said structural element
(1}, said insert (2) consisting of exactly two sheets of soft,
flexible natural or semi-natural material (2', 2''), paired together
and defining an envelope, each sheet having an overall total
thickness of between approximately 0.5 mm and approximately 10 mm,
each of the two sheets including a central torso portion (2a) from
which two lateral arm portions (2b) project corresponding to arm
portions of the garment,

the structural element (1) being inserted between the two

paired sheets (2', 2'').

15. Accessory as in claim 14, wherein said insert (2) is made of a
fabric.
i6. Accessory as in claim 14, wherein each sheet has the overall

total thickness of between 0.8 mm and 1.2 mm.



the structural elenent (1) being inserted between the two paired
sheets (2', 2"). 15. Accessory as in claim 14, wherein said insert
(2) is made of a fabric. 16. Accessony as in claim 14, wherein each
sheet has the overall total thickness of between 0.8 nmand 1.2 mm
10 17. Accessory as in claim15, wherein each sheet has the overall

total thjckness of between 0,8, nd 1.2 mm_  18. Travel accessor
for thelh{f'ol di5g 6P 8 aﬁrﬁﬁnﬁl?ﬁgm ARG CagE N SREFF sI'Ag: Tae h%YFgliyar}d
struct Wwadalekeperiesslof BBtween 0.8afmisseri.2( Zn. made of soft,
flexible material shaped to be inserted into the garnent and engaged
with said structural elenent (1), said insert (2) conprising two
sheet s 1f. saftavefll extddesargt efbal (hE |, f31finpaigfedaanghdidnacheflside a
t oget her d defining an envel ope, each sheet having an overall total

an :
t hi cknessusl%&asﬁét'ﬁ%@r{qgﬁﬁg(‘)xi mately 0.5 nm and approxi mately 10 nm
each of the 4 wangheet stiurchndil ngl eamegent(ital 4mwd so portion (2a) from

whi ch two Iateriarllseq:rtm Pﬁrtrinao&es {%bg froj fgt Garres onc{i ?g 5%10 arm.
portions of the garment” e 8t Fuct UFat°'& ¢1) S6&PRY
i nsert eichspetwdennthethevogpmeared asheehga§@d , w2l . saild.stAncessal ye handnt
claiml ’,mhg£§én'?%%gt8hﬁﬁt %%%pEHQnﬁyeE%E' éﬁgé¥s tgkcﬁﬁﬁﬁf O%lexible
bet ween''0."8 mm an .2 mm
material (2', 2''}, paired and attached together and defining an
envelope, each sheet having an overall total thickness of between
approximately 0.5 mm and approximately 10 mm, each of the two sheets
including a central torso pertion (2a} from which two lateral arm
porticns (2b) project corresponding to arm portions of the garment,

the structural element (1) being inserted between the two

paired sheets (2', 2'').

19. Bccessory as in claim 18, wherein each sheet has the overall

total thickness of between 0.8 mm and 1.2 mm.



