WO 02/ 097927 PCT/ AUO1/ 00827 1 DESCRI PTION SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON
According to the first aspect of the invention there is provided a nodul ar
appl i anceweyremwe7 conpri sing: a plurality of nodul ar appl ipamcda®i/oes2d a base
unit for supporting at |least two of the nodul ar appliances simultaneously,
the base unit having at least two elgctrical connectors adapted for
engagenent with conplenental connectors on respective appliances, thereby
to connect the appliances to an electrical source via the base unit. The
system preferably may conprise a base with an electrical connector simlar
to that used in the designs of cordless kettles, which may be free

standiﬂg%gkmg to a work surface, the base nay conprise one or nore

el ectr tors with one or nore hingely attached extensions having
el ect med for engagenent with conpl enental connectors
on r } ,—thereby to connect the appliances to an
electrical source via the base. and extensions, The hingely. attached

oxt enshEEIRS 10 i, B esrBck bR InBRter oy raAded Aol apbydics AR

ci rcul ggmprg@igt on to any point around the hinge. The extensions having

el ectrical connectors may be pivoted, hingley attached, on slides
individually or jointly, or as separate connectors renovable fromthe base
and at t acheg pyalityedierddulf abplfemete andien hingely attached to the base the
el ectrical connectors (on extensions) may be novable in a horizontal or
vertical direction through an arc with its centre being the hinge. Wen
pivotal ly aftaehesit fdashggg)? & leh 19w of e’ inb@MarCAIPNERdR SmRdheBYsIE B ONS)

are pivotally WO 02/ 097 CT/ AUO1/ 00827 )
base unit having at least two electrical connectors adapted for engagement with

complemental connectors on respective appliances, thereby to connect the appliances

o an electrical source via the base unit.

The system preferably may comprise a base with an electrical connector similar to that used in
the designs of cordless kettles, which may be free standing or fixed to a work surface, the base
may comprise one or more electrical connectors with one or more hingely attached extensions
having electrical connectors adapted for engagement with complemental connectors on
respective appliances, thereby to connect the appliances to an electrical source via the base
and extensions.

The hingely attached extensions are movable between points under and inside the base in a

circular fashion to any point around the hinge.
The extensions having electrical connectors may be pivoted, hingley attached, on slides
individually or jointly, or as separate connectors removable from the base and attached by

electrical cable.

When hingely attached to the base the electrical connectors (on extensions) may be movable
in a horizontal or vertical direction through an arc with its centre being the hinge.

When pivotally attached to the base, the electrical connectors (on extensions) are pivotally



2 noveabl e around the base in an are with its centre being the pivot. Wen
attached to the base by neans of slides, the electrical connectors (on

ext ensi o mmy792be slid to and fromthe base and from | efPCTtATon0gd2r of the
base and they may be slid individually or jointly. Wen renovable fromthe
base, the cordly attached el ectrical %onnect ors may be renoved from the
base and pl aced anywhere around the Db The renovabl e connectors may
clip, retract or plug into the base. According to the second aspect of the
invention there is provided a free standing unit conprising: a plurality
of nodmbeeabdaouacthihe basaincanaare witk its temuk Paingithe pivbbr supporting one or nore
nodul ar appl i ances sinultaneously, the base unit having one or nore

el ectrical connectors adapted for engagenent with conplenmental connectors
on r esWheh iattecragitbithe bass byt ihearehyf dides; threnelettritad eomppotara (omesdensionsimay

Compr | 6618 B TBet pprscand g P MoBE i, crene S5 Y BT eBGTARBRAA LY oo

or wal ¢rjointhe mai n body may conprise one, two or nore hingely attached
extensions having electrical connectors adapted for engagenent with
conpl emental connectors on respective appliances, thereby to connect the

appl i anmRA réroribleStdt theibage, tsdetrdlf atthchel atécfrrcalenonﬁécmdmw befrerhbveridronmi t .
The hingely attached ext ensi ons are novabl e bet Weewpm nts under and inside

the fri®8 hepasaf mipced fnywisie Freund dbg Bese: 4 8RirROYADICFRANBEIPTS MaY B fettach

hi nge. od’h@g fid MEphens having electrical connectors may be pivoted, hingley
attache on slides individually or jointly, or as separate connectors
renovabl e fromthe main body and attached WO 02/ 097927 PCT/ AU01/ 00827 3

According to the second aspect of the invention there is provided a free standing unit

comprising:
a plurality of modular appliances; and

a free standing unit for supporting one or more modular appliances simultaneously, the
base unit having one or more electrical connectors adapted for engagement with
complemental connectors on respective appliances, thereby to connect the appliances

to an electrical source via the free standing unit.

The system preferably may comprise a main body which may be free standing or fixed to a work
surface or wall, the main body may comprise one, two or more hingely attached extensions
having electrical connectors adapted for engagement with complemental connectors on
respective appliances, thereby to connect the appliances to an electrical source via the free

standing or fixed unit.

The hingely attached extensions are movable between points under and inside the free standing

unit in a circular fashion to any point around the hinge.

The extensions having electrical connectors may be pivoted, hingley attached, on slides

individually or jointly, or as separate connectors removable from the main body and attached



by electrical cable. When hingely attached to the nmain body the electrical
connectors (on extensions) may be novable in a horizontal or vertical

di recti onwDheoemh7 an arc with its centre being the hinge. PClNM1p0820t al | y
attached to the nmain body, the electrical connectors (on extensions) are
pivotally noveable around the main Qﬁdy in an arc with its centre being
the pivot. Wien attached to the nain Yody by neans of slides, the

el ectrical connectors (on extensions) my be slid to and fromthe nain
body and fromleft to right of the main body and they may be slid

i ndi vi p\u@ktiyicicaplel ntly. When renovable fromthe nmain body, the cordly
attached el ectrical connectors nmay be renoved fromthe nmain body and

pl aced anywhere around the nain body. The renpovable connectors may clip,
retracivieh Hidesy ttched Re tHERMAINDBEHY. thétéutitian @ofirectdi® (b iekidniSdisy thayobet he
invention there is &rovided a free standing unjt_con?rislngz a glurality
of nodWP¥PIRFA hosizeetat orygeical divestonsNEgvah 3p 2Hppith seaate peodee Bingef f ee naker
or the like which may support one or nore nodul ar appliances

si nul taneously via noveabl e electrical connectors within the free standing
appl i aliten PtVﬁé"Vrﬁ%HBP@ tathe srain kogly. the gleskicalconarigys & Prnsiangae RvAtalY wi t h
conpl epgdable SORERE Mt B8y iR SRABRS WlfitdBiNedRFR%he biJer €by to connect the
appliances to an electrical source via the free standing appliance. The
system preferably may conprise a free, standing appliance such as a coffee

maker @feh rE'aﬁzacl‘leid k& tr]e"méiﬁ mog?ﬁy CRUIE 1oF SiidRB8Ethe te%’&g%? BAhEctBisNes Eﬁ‘tel\?éi%rﬂs? hed

ext ensi ons aving e ectric connectors a apte IOI’ _engagerrent
conpl emepnbalsii¢toransidram thegnain dogyand frem dgfploi right efdhe mairebedyyanddheyomnaebe t he

appl i a N rical source via the free standi ng appliance. WO
02/ 0978@%1@@?%&??5%@ 27 4 The hingely attached extensions are novabl e
bet ween points under and inside the free standing appliance in a circular

fashi Ofneh r%mévgt% Horf"the r?ﬁ]aiﬁ Q)%dp,i #&€cordly attached electrical connectors may be

removed from the main body and placed anywhere around the main body. The removable

connectors may clip, retract or plug into the main bodyA.

According to the third aspect of the invention there is provided a free standing unit comprising:
a plurality of modular appliances; and

a free standing appliance such as a coffee maker or the like which may support one or
more modular appliances simultaneously via moveable electrical connectors within the
free standing appliance, the movable electrical connectors adapted for engagement
with complemental connectors on respective appliances, thereby to connect the

appliances to an electrical source via the free standing appliance.

The system preferably may comprise a free standing appliance such as a coffee maker or the
like, which may comprise one, two or more hingely attached extensions having electrical
connectors adapted for engagement with complemental connectors on respective appliances,

thereby to connect the appliances to an electrical source via the free standing appliance.



The extensions having el ectrical connectors may be pivoted, hingley
attached, on slides individually or jointly, or as separate connectors

r enovabl ewbDroomw9be free stadi ng appliance and attached bycalAdoioigal

cable. Wien hingely attached to the free standing appliance the el ectrical
connectors (on extensions) may be novable in a horizontal or verti cal
direction through an arc with its cenfre being the hinge. Wen pivotally
attached to the free standing appliance, the electrical connectors (on
extensions) are pivotally noveable around the free standing appliance in
an ar cTwé hiRgdiy attsnB8d ERehgbrittaré Rdvalle vefveel\beintsaintiacdiidndide the freé staadiag andi ng
appl i ance by neans of slides, the electrical connectors (on extensions)
may be3RNRRCY 1§ aiguier tashioR &0 amaReiRtEEeHId 1RE YIRS ance and from left to right
of the free standing appliance and they may be slid individually or
jointly. Wien renovable fromthe free standi ng appliance, the cordly

attac hﬁhﬁ EKiepsiPNT BAVIBY HIRHIGEH SONNASIPTS dNFVe RS \RIPIST, dHRGIRE aftacheds ANglidRS

appl | aparidRaLE) GiGREH oRBY YR Re R6MIEEDrS RPndVESR frofd B tHeBt=ARR|dpplisiRe afdie
renovabl e connectors may clip, retract or plug into the free standing

appl i afitachegiy ElRCIOERCRPIETI ON OF THE DRAW NGS Figure 1 is a perspective view
of the invention (first aspect); Figure 2 is a top view of the invention
(first aspect); Figure 3 is a perspective view of the invention (second
aspect YWhenmingeheatiached ig the free blendiog appienceitherslacyical exrpeeiars(opextensiors)gure 5

b 5o BT gl A OBty L AR L

t he i nhipge.i on (second aspect, indicating the vertical

When pivotally attached to the free standing appliance, the electrical connectors (on extensions)
are pivotally moveable around the free standing appliance in an arc with its centre being the
pivot. '

When attached to the free standing appliance by means of slides, the electrical connectors (on
extensions) may be slid to and from the free standing appliance and from left to right of the free

standing appliance and they may be slid individually or jointly.

When removable from the free standing appliance, the cordly attached electrical connectors
may be removed from the free standing appliance and placed anywhere around the free
standing appliance. The removable connectors may clip, retract or plug into the free standing
appliance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention (first aspect);
Figure 2 is a top view of the invention (first aspect);

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the invention (second aspect);
Figure 4 is a top view of the invention (second aspect);

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the invention (second aspect indicating the slide



hi nge concept); Figure 7 is a perspective view of the invention (second

aspect, indicating the pivot concept); Figure 8 is a perspective view of

t he i nvenwbon/o¢®erond aspect, indicating the renovable cecTeaio)vorgure 9

is a perspective view of the invention (third aspect). DESCRI PTION OF

EMBODI MENTS The nodul ar appliance systemillustrated in Figure 1 conprises

a generally planar base unit 10 which is noulded froma suitably tough and

heat resistant plastics material such as pol ypropyl ene, and a set of

nodul ar appliances 12, 14 and 16 which can be nounted on the base unit

individually or ¢srgepther, on the base 10 and extensions 1 and el ectrical

connectors 2. The base 10 can be forned from ot her bl e astlc? or

ot her ﬁ'ﬂf‘é‘??al s R PRERPSGYReYIgW OF dif: ivenions(sgeqids gssoegtt é'ga ﬁ?ﬂ

material s such aﬁnﬁg&gbg g wood. In Figure 1, the appllance 14 is a

cordl ess kettle e ance 12 is a toaster and the appliance 16 is a

choppeFigure 7 i | | ispa P&ﬁﬂeéﬁ‘{edt’@éﬂ’ phifte inyentiqn (secendt agpeshintisFigsthamd/oher el y

exenpl ary, and (Qﬁgt he set of appliances usable on the base 10 may

i ncl ude vari ous er "appliances, or nore than one identical appliance.

The baBigur®8nnay is& weéene&hg@waw ohihe ineengier (Segend asipedt, indicating thademeyai@ i on in

the formof an @ydlng housing / locating step 3. The base 10 has a

central upstandi ng cor'dl ess connector 4 of a kind known as such which

mat es Rigure & conislaeparspestivedewof therinuentiorh@hitdaspesl).de of the appliances 12,

14 and 16. The base 10 conprises extensions 1 and upstandi ng cordl ess

connectors 2 which are hingley attached via hinge 6 to the base 10 so that

t he upstanding cordless connectors 2 may nove out of the upstanding

hOUSinﬁgégﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁiﬂgghf N extensions 1 in an arc fromthe underside

5 of t pg@ﬁ*Tﬂn away fromthe base 10 so that appliances

12, 14 and 16 may be | ocated with its conplenental connector to the

gf Zgag &péolgrga?p% iance szystem |llustra?edlm ’Flgure % nggr%ses%rbdelng n? 81%35”)%3(/3 u}n?%‘ ting
which is moulded from a suitably tough and heat resistant plastics material such as

polypropylene, and a set of modular appliances 12, 14 and 16 which can be mounted on the
base unit individually or together, on the base 10 and extensions 1 and electrical connectors 2.
The base 10 can be formed from other suitable plastics or other materials including metals such

as stainless steel or natural materials such as marble or wood.

In Figure 1, the appliance 14 is a cordless kettle, the appliance 12 is a toaster and the appliance
16 is a chopper. 1t will be appreciated that the illustrated appliances are merely exemplary, and
that the set of appliances usable on the base 10 may include various other appliances, or more

than one identical appliance.

The base 10 may be rectangular and is provided with a locating formation in the form of an
upstanding housing / locating step 3. The base 10 has a central upstanding cordless connector
4 of a kind known as such which mates with a complemental connector on the underside of the
appliances 12, 14 and 16. The base 10 comprises extensions 1 and upstanding cordiess
connectors 2 which are hingley attached via hinge 6 to the base 10 so that the upstanding
cordless connectors 2 may move out of the upstanding housing / locating step 3 on the
extensions 1 in an arc from the underside 5 of the base 10 into a position away from the base
10 so that appliances 12, 14 and 16 may be located with its complemental connector to the

upstanding connectors 2. On base 10, on the upstanding housing / locating step 3 there is



WO 02/ 097927 PCT/ AU01/ 00827 6 provided a safety cut out 7 and an electric
cabl e 8 which provides electric current to the base 10, extensions 1 and
ul ti mat elwotok@9®er dl ess connectors 4 and 2. Figure 2 is aPCapwimees20f the
invention (first aspect) indicating the extensions 1, cordless connectors
2 being rotated in an arc to positiOQ§ out side of the base 10 by neans of
the hinge 6. Figure 2 also indicates the extensions 1 and cordl ess
connectors 2 in the closed position 9 wusually when the appliances 12, 14
and 16 (Figure 1) are not being used. The nodul ar appliance system

i || ust pravided asafeiygeut @uB7 eodpn elesticaagleriewhichyprplidasasiediieeursnbiedhegaseni t 11

whi ch J|§ %H%/igﬁ%b%ﬁ%%&age%{h%% dfésgltigm%ﬂﬁs Q%ﬁ& of esistant plastics materi al

such as a se ar appliances 12, 14 and 16 which
can be mounted onto the upstanding cordless controls 2 whi ch are hi ngel y

attached via.extgensi.ons and hinges .6 t . f.ree standi.n ni 1

o1 ¢ her TOHTL AR 1P Yog or dndiive i st sl Meicating o GRAGAR " 4roREs, be
for Lredcdmeﬂbﬂtmbélngé totétadd irearpare 36 pcgtums ontslidzr ofitied baisead Gsby meandofriige magal s

such a ss. steel nat ur nat eri al s su

P ur o5 00RE ApinRieHiEs teXERIPTS oy AIGCE IR FrBECioRe B FlaedPaie o

t oast egsuangwhéretha Rppiidiees 12,11@ andl 18 (FlyQrPBrare hét bairid used. appreci ated that the
illustrated appliances are nerely exenplary, and that the set of
appl i ances usable on the free standing unit 11 may include various other

appl i angemodPér dpRlighdeltgsteNiustrERAtA EiglireTdInptizeea gaﬁwalfyrm@fra@daﬁ&nglm t 11
may be rectangular and is provided wwth a cavity and openin whi ch

housesURihE! which s mayided fr%”b§t%ﬁ%‘?'¥\é°‘@8 R eat Fesigiant: Rjpstics %f'%sHﬂ?eés 6. The

free séiasndbyhelBhd akdt wo&mbp%ceé 19 arld® HicHTBArEod b Ghtey oﬁttottﬁé hed
extensions 1 and upstanding cordl ess connectors 2. The. upstand I{c]ﬂh
@

cor dl edpstasingecordess conpls 29vhieh Hp ﬁwgﬁwcawﬁch@lsw%@eﬁnmsmwah@sew
conpl eﬁ@é‘&t@hdl@&ﬂﬁ\?ﬁ @th@rﬂn&éb%n&%?%? LRiefeduls. Wré@@tﬁﬁéﬁné 2nit 1fcapd 16.

The free stan uni t onprises extensions 1 and upstandi'ng cordl ess
connecfogned frgmmﬁamuaatée nlaﬁtgqsegr offier setrials/ingluling geet@s such aestainégsssteahdi ng

uni t 14 S0, bNAbefifle stESASMG R 0or wood.

In Figure 3, the appliance 14 is a cordless kettle, the appliance 12 is a toaster and the appliance
16 is a chopper. It will be appreciated that the illustrated appliances are merely exemplary, and
that the set of appliances usable on the free standing unit 11 may include various other

appliances, or more than one identical appliance.

The free standing unit 11 may be rectangular and is provided with a cavity and opening 15
which houses the extensions 1, upstanding cordless connectors 2 and hinges 6. The free
standing unit 11 may comprise of one, two or more hingley attached extensions 1 and
upstanding cordless connectors 2. The upstanding cordiess connectors 2 are of a kind known
as such which mates with a complemental connector on the underside of the appliances 12, 14
and 16. The free standing unit 11 comprises extensions 1 and upstanding cordless connectors
2 which are hingley attached via hinge 6 to the free standing unit 11 so that the upstanding
cordless connectors 2 may move out of the cavity and opening 15 on the extensions 1 in an arc
from the underside of the free standing unit 11 into a position away from the free standing unit
11 so that appliances 12, 14 and 16 may be located with its complemental connector to the
upstanding connectors 2. On the free standing unit 11, there is provided a safety cut out 7 and

an electric cable 8 which provides electric current to the free standing unit 11, extensions 1 and



cordl ess connectors 2 may nove out of the cavity and opening 15 on the
extensions 1 in an arc fromthe underside of the free standing unit 11
into a powaotieosanay fromthe free standing unit 11 so traw/Aapphbisances 12,
14 and 16 may be located with its conpl enental connector to the upstanding
connectors 2. On the free standing unit 11, there is provided a safety cut
out 7 and an electric cable 8 which provides electric current to the free

st andi r\ﬂm%{fthé%ord%&@%e@%? s 4 and WO 02/ 097927 PCT/ AU01/00827 7
uItlrralt'er he cordl ess connectors-2. Figure 4 is a top view of the

i nvention (second aspect) indicating the exten5|ons 1, cordless connectors

2 bei in. ' it 11
2, "L gl 10\ e o 4400 550 Aol HE oo bk
upst anchnngctorsr 2ibeisg ratatach ecaroars t@ positioristoeitsidesidbe tres standing aniti§ iay hyeawhe n the

appl i ances, 12 and, 1 no e

por s pediiie oG & Fighte 8% TG Sne beBb8al b aBE bPStendiif CorplehE el 2 s ons
1 and inupestchsed pgsittar dlusasliycwmretheapplighdesi1lg14 land 16 (Figafe 3)here mat béipg and
opening %5 and 17 making the upstanding cordl ess connectors 2 accessi bl e.

Figure s a perspective view of the invention (second aspect) indicating
the extensions 1 and upstanding cordl ess connectors 2 being hinged by

means Qf hinges 19 froma ¢l osed position ca d|rec ion to an
o G D PersheRve Wb o bR aNenion SEE BraspaRy MEtalics Ieenianions ! a8 al s
connecy éwd&ga@&méﬁ &drRectbisi2 béingd siié oﬁﬁfﬁﬁ@ﬁé\lmﬁ%ndlcﬁ)dnmb 15hghdi TW@Ekihgn
(second aspect) indicating the extensions 1 and upstandlng cordl ess

connecth§restangipg ﬁ@fdleéﬁﬁ?@l?c@{ﬁzéchsﬁ@lecaW ty and opening 15 meking the
upst andi ng cordl ess connectors 2 accessible. Figure 8 is perspective view
of the_invention (second aspect) indicating the cable 22 and upstanding

cor dl eEguedhisechreserectiveydpwf therpvaaton (serprchasnesl) indjcaingithg fXisNBiIgNaL b apdki ng
the upskAgeoraRESESMe R BERS hihgéd B¢ FiaRs Bf Ringes 19 from a closed position

20 in a vertical direction to an open position 21 in a horizontal direction making the upstanding

cordless connectors 2 accessible.

Figure 7 is perspective view of the invention (second aspect) indicating the extensions 1 and
upstanding cordless connectors 2 being rotated out of the cavity and opening 15 making the

upstanding cordless connectors 2 accessible.

Figure 8 is perspective view of the invention (second aspect) indicating the cable 22 and
upstanding cordiess connectors 2 being removed from the cavity and opening 15 making the

upstanding cordless connectors 2 accessible.

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the invention (third aspect) indicating the extensions 1,
cordless connectors 2 being rotated in an arc to positions outside of the free standing appliance
23.

it will be appreciated that the exact shape and configuration of the inventions described above,
the connectors used and other elements and configurations and locations of connectors on the
base, free standing unit and free standing appliance is purely exemplary and that numerous

variations are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.



Figure 9 is a perspective view of the invention (third aspect) indicating
the extensions 1, cordless connectors 2 being rotated in an arc to

posi ti onswousd™e?r of the free standi ng appliance 23. |t WCTIAUDE/00827
appreci ated that the exact shape and configuration of the inventions

descri bed above, the connectors used and other el ements and configurations
and | ocations of connectors on the bhse, free standing unit and free
standi ng appliance is purely exenplary and that nunmerous variations are
possi bl e without departing fromthe spirit and scope of the invention. WO
02/ 097927 PCT/ AU01/00827 1 CLAIMS 1. A nodul ar appliance system
conpriGLAIMS a plurality of nodul ar appliances; and a base unit for
supporting at |east two of the nodul ar appliances sinultaneously, the base
unit having at |least two electrical connectors adapted for engagenent wth
conpl eftent ah modniae apsliadcOsysters perapiisigy: appl i ances, thereby to connect the
appliances to an electrical source via the base unit. 2. A nodul ar

appl iance systemconprising: a plurality of nodul ar appliances; and a free

standi ng unit f o pEityiBOsfinhdtibil=d BEpiRiInce® aAd Nodul ar appl i ances
si mul t aneousl vy, ﬁe base unit having one or nore electrical connectors
adapted for engagenent with conpl enental connectors on respective

appliances, thegghse dritt fé‘r%ﬂﬁ&ﬁ{lngf N RPMNJ FUERodRarcdppBarieh vslnmbnmryce vi a
the free standl n unit. 3. A nodul ar appliance system cong)ﬁl si ng

plurality of modieResapmt ‘i‘%’er%t le%moaelpq;tg@lgp AegioRy adgRied @BQW%S a
cof fee maker or §pecdhfieméialfdbniBitorzWARESIective appliances, thereby to connect the

appliances to an electrical source via the base unit.
2. A modular appliance system comprising:
a plurality of modular appliances; and

a free standing unit for supporting one or more modular appliances
simultaneously, the base unit having one or more electrical connectors adapted
for engagement with complemental connectors on respective appliancés,
thereby to connect the appliances to an electrical source via the free standing

unit.
3. A modular appliance system comprising:
a plurality of modular appliances; and

a free standing appliance such as a coffee maker or the like which may support
one or more modular appliances simultaneously via moveable electrical
connectors within the free standing appliance, the movable electrical connectors
adapted for engagement with complemental connectors on respective
appliances, thereby to connect the appliances to an electrical source via the free
standing appliance.

4, A modular appliance system according to claim 1 comprising a base which provides one



one or nore nodul ar appliances simultaneously via noveable electrical
connectors within the free standing appliance, the novable el ectrical
connect orwo cadapeed for engagenent with conpl emental conn@CToN®1/00827
respective appliances, thereby to connect the appliances to an electri cal
source via the free standing appliange. 4. A nodul ar appliance system
according to claim1l conprising a base which provides one WO 02/ 097927
PCT/ AU01/ 00827 2 5. upstandi ng cordl ess connector which is strategically
pl aced to engage with conpl enental connectors on the underside of

r espech.i ve ugspandingc sordigss cnenecioro which i r siratggivpdy y plecedicioe Enapga awiéth ng
cordl ess co Y gpy be
accessi bl e M%ﬁé@?';@#ﬁedﬁ% 'ﬁeegﬁg V&ftrgé ‘{ée ﬁgﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@toréwrough an
arc from wi mbierhindety ditecbed opsiansirgi ctordiessnmnt\mtore athidhdreayt loe kougad withinitiieh

conpl enent connectors on the I de re C

nodul ar apg?qsgnéfé M?hemagcé%r%#%%%% bg’I rilgﬁpé |*§ign%%l"?ﬂ§e‘?°§9'8§%l ng
unit which cqme@tmdetbroagﬂnauarmmomm\rith'mrtbe basmtooar positice arpthe atsidegtocngdfess
connectors |ch attached to. t free standin unit and whi ch
may be acce¥ a}ﬁ'?e'ﬁt? éio ?hegu'fdr‘?és'fﬁp%erﬁ CRY 2ap connect ors

t hr ough an arc fromvmthl n the free standi ng un|t to a p03|t| on on the
out5|d e with conpl enent al rs on. the der.si de, of.
espechi ve AFHIHERERRIANGS SIRSH AEH-aT NG B B LY BB SRt ORISR one
of clai ms 2pr@0lde§ aRERg Tot BRE awbSora:no:’enﬁgt@um@ohmesmcdnnwb& WHih @fe nor e
upst andi ng cordl ess connect or s liding action.in a

forward and"BeRlx aﬁﬁ?j‘epetf’tth%rf@ersrt@'i‘ﬂ'“%P?‘ggf“? H‘W'%’Wﬁ)ﬁé’etﬁf’é‘ tRile DU IRRElY

cordl ess copp@Rl HeupBEMAMG icBidfest @oRRERBEtYAUR A AFPFEHTARhRAIthE PENQEAERE ON
the underside of respective appliances or back into a closed position.
unit to a position on the outside to engage with complemental connectors on the

underside of respective appliances.

7. A modular appliance system according to any one of claims 2 and 5 wherein there is a
free standing unit with one or more upstanding cordless connectors which move with a
sliding action in a forward and back and left and right direction making the upstanding
cordless connectors accessible to engage with complemental connectors on the
underside of respective appliances or back

into a closed position.

8. A modular appliance system according to any one of claims 2, 5 and 6 wherein there is
a free standing unit with one or more upstanding cordless connectors which move with
a hinging action from a vertical position to a horizontal position making the upstanding
cordless connectors accessible to engage with complemental connectors on the

underside of respective appliances or back into a vertically closed position.

9. A modular appliance system according to any one of claims 2, 5, 6 and 7 wherein there
is a free standing unit with one or more upstanding cordless connectors which move by
detaching the upstanding cordiess connectors and placing them in a position around the
free standing unit making them accessible to engage with complemental connectors on
the underside of respective appliances. The upstanding cordless connectors are

attached via electric cabies.



8. A nodul ar appliance system according to any one of clains 2, 5 and 6
wherein there is a free standing unit with one or nore upstandi ng cordl ess
connect orwowhiogi2move with a hinging action froma verti ®ell/AI®sied20n to a
hori.zontal position nmaking the upstanding cordless connectors accessible
to engage with conpl enental connectors on the wunderside of respective
appl i ances or back into a vertically closed position. 9. A nodul ar
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connectors on respective appliances, thereby to connect the appliances to
an electrical source via the free standing appliance.



