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This invention relate to a wall unit suitable for use as part of a modular 

system for partition walling. arlous different partitioning syste.ms have previously 

5 been proposed for sub-<livi ing large open areas. The present Invention relates 

to a wall unit suitable for us in similar partitioning system$ but offers flexibility not 

heretofore provide in earlier systems. The Invention has particular application for 

office partitioning but is not I mited to such application. 

Generally, modular all units give to interior designers flexibility In the 

1 o spacial arrangement of p itlon w,us so to create spaces for offices, wo~ 

stations and the like conflg red to meet the Individual users' needs. Whilst prior 

systems have provided flexj ility In spacial configuration, they have provided \ittle 

flexibility for the interior esfgner in producing a range of different design 

appearances within the on system. Generally, the range of heights and the 

15 range of different external ppearances for any particular partition wall system 

has been limited ... 

Partition systems oft e type with which the invention Is concerned usually · 

provide standard structural and other components that are capable of being 

assembled together. v provide a versatile means for economically 

20 establishing a desired work place or office layout that may Include various work 

station designs. Furthermo e. structural components may be such that they can 

be readily disassembled an then reassembled to provide an altered work plaoe 

or office layout or work statl n design. The basic structural components of such a 

system are modular wall anels and posts to which the waif panels may be 

25 

30 

attached. Further compon ts may include means for locating and/or supporting 

various working surfaces, s elvlng, cabinets and the like. They may also include 

means for management of lectrical power and communications cabling. Other 

standard components inc ude work surfaces, shelves, brackets, cabinets, 

decorative and finishing ite s such as caps and sills and fasteners. 

It is an object of the 1resent Invention to provide a wall unit suitable ~or use 

as a modular component n a wall partitioning system where the wall unit is 

configured so to enable chJnges in height and appearance which do not involve 

substantial constructional c~anges. 

I 
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Accordin~ly, in a .firs~ aspect of the present invention, there is provided a 

partition wall unit which ha• upper and lower panels both of which are held in 
I 

position at either end by relspective end posts wherein at least the lower panel 
I 

Includes attachment fittings! adapted to engage with the end. posts and wherein 

5 -each end post includes se~rement means adapted to retain the lower panel in 

10 

15 

20 

i 

position; said securementl means being operable so to permit repeated 
I 

engagement and disengagement of the lower panel to the end posts. 
! 

Preferably, the uppe~ panel is held in position between the end posts by 

different means to that utilfzed for securing the lower panel between the said 

posts. Preferably the lower ranel constitutes a significant structural component of 

the partition wall and is t;rmly conn~cted and engaged with the end posts, 
I 

whereas the upper panel I ls less securely engaged thereto and does not 

constitute a significant strucfural component of the entire assembly. 

Most preferably, the ~pper panel Is held in position between the posts but 

is not secured thereto. Thi~ may be effected by any nonwsecuring engagement 

mechanism as is known ih the art. Preferably, the upper panel Is slldably 
I 

engageable with the· post~. Most ~onveniEt!Jtly,_ each end post includes a 
I 

longitudinal channel extendtrg from a position proximate to the ·bottom of the post 

to the top of the post. In subh an arrangement. it is preferred that the attachment 
I 

fittings of the lower panel b~ located along the edges of the respective ends of the 

lower panel and that the atlachment fittings be adapted so to engage within the 

channel-& in the respective ~nd posts. In this arrangement, it ts preferred that the 

upper. panel be held in p+sition by the edges of the upper panel by sliding 

engagement into the top f ortions of the channels in the posts. In such an 

25 · arrangementt It is preferre1 that there be no obstruction in those parts of the 

respective channels into which the upper panel is received. 

Those skilled In the I art will readily appreciate that the upper and lower 
I 

30 

panels may alternatively bl provided with a slot or channel into which the end 

post may be slidably engag d. 

The end posts shoul Include securement means by which the lower panel 

may be fixedly retained wit~in the respective end posts. ·This may be achieved by 
; 

any cf a number of clamplnf systems as are known in the art. The upper panel is 

preferably shaped so to btl slidingly engageable within the channels in the end 
I 

I 
! 
I 
I 
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posts and is preferably not dtherwfse secured to the posts. 
! 

In one partfcutarly p~ferred embodiment of the invention, the end posts 
I 

both include at least one lorgitudinally extending open channel for receiving an 
I 

attachment fitting of a lowe~ panef in which the channel includes means adapted 
I 

to clamp said attachment fl11ng to the end post thereby to fix the lower panel in 

position and in which the m~ans for clamping is operable from the top end of the 

said post. i 
! • 

Preferably, the mean+ for clamping the attachment fittings to the end posts 

inciudes in each post two tfttings wliich are spaced apart along th& longitudinal 

channel in the post, wheretl each fitting Is engageable with the respective top 

and bottom end of the att~chment ·fitting of the lower pa net and wherein the 

relative spacing of the fitting~ within the channel Is adjustable from the top end of 

the post. One of the said rlttrngs may be fixed within the channel and the other 
i 

adjustable relative thereto b~ a screw means that is accessible from the top end 
i \ 

of the post. !n a partrcularly preferred embodiment, a bottom fitting for each of the 

end posts provides one of t~e said fittings and the other is provided by a clamp 

plate which is fixed within fhe channel and preximate to but spaced from that 
! 

position of the post adjaetint the top edge of the lower panel once fixed in 

position. In this preferred ~mbodiment a tJe rod, which is accessible at the top 
! 

end of the post may conne~ with the bottom.fitting for adjustment of the relative 
I 

spacing of the two fittings. I 
The positioning of a ~op fitting such as a clamp plate within the channel 

and spaced from the top of!the post .enables the lower panel to be clamped yet 

leave a top portion of the l open channel of the post unobstructed for sliding · 
I 

engagement of the edge o1 the upper panel in accordance with the Invention . 

This a;rangement permits si~ple ~nd economical variation of the appearance of 

the wall unit by changing !the upper panel without disassembling the major 
I 

structurar components belnglthe posts and lower panels. 

Preferably, .the attachment fitting of a lower panel is constituted by a• 
! 

portion of the frame surro~ndlng the panel. The frame generally Includes a 

longitudinally extending holltw rib section along its edge face and preferably the 

two clamp fittings within the ~nd post both include ramp surfaces for engaging the 

respective ends cf the said hollow rib section formed along the edges of the 
I 
! . 

. • 
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Preferably, the end P,osts both include at least two open channels, each for 
I 

receiving an attachment fi~ing of a respective lower panel and each including 
I. 

means as described abov~ adapted for clamping to the attachment fitting of a 

said r~spective ~ower panel~ The two channels may be on opposite sides of the 

post such th1a1t two attac~ed lower panels will form a straight wall section. 
! 

Alternatively, the channels !may be disposed on the post such that a corner is 

established by two panels +eeting at right angles when they are attached to the 

end post. Mosi preferably the end posts are of a type as described in co-pe·ndlng 

Italian patent application rds4A0007.34 as flied by the appllcant. The disclosure 
i 

in the said Italian applicatior is applicable to the present invention and is hereby 

incorporated. . i 
! 

When the wall unit dt the invention is used as a modular comoonent for 

creating office partitioning, it is desirable that i~ include means for the ~ttachment 
of supporting shelves or wo~k surfaces. In this event. the post desirably includes 

support means within the J~ngltudinal extending channel to which a shetving or 

work surface bracket or fixt~re can be attached.- AUernatlvely! or In addition, the 

end post {or posts) may I incorporate a separate post cap incorporating a 

transverse channel adapt+d to coftoperate with a shelf bracket. ln the 

emb~diment incorporating +e support means within the longitudinal channel in 

the end post1 the support 1eans Is preferably captive within, but slldable along, 

the longitudinal channel so 'hat the position of the shelving or work surface when 

it is supported by the brack~t Is adjustable relative to the posts. Preferab!y, the 

suppo.rt means Is a strip th~ contains slots for receiving a complimentary tongue 

of a bracket such that the ijracket is supported by and extends at rights angles 

from the strip. The channel is ~referably partially closed by a transverse flange 

along each edge of the cha1nel whereby the flanges hold the said support means 

· captive within the channel. ! 
Where the end post i~cludes such support means, it le. preferable that the 

l 

past also include means for rdjusting the position of the support means along the 

channel. The adJustment ,=means should be readily accessible and operable 

externally of the post. Foriexampie. the adjustment means may be a rack for 
I 

interconnection with a pinion. Thus, one embodiment of the post used in this. 
I 
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aspect of the Invention j include ~~-extending along a longitudinal. edge Of 

the support means for mesling with the teeth of a pinion gear iocatable within the 

post and which may be op rable externally of the post. A power driven means 

may be provided for adjusti g the position of the support means in this way. 

It will be appreciat that tn a partitioning system that incorporates a wall 

unit according to this aspe of the invention, the slidable support means in each 

erd post may be operably onneoted such that they are coordinatingly adju~table 

whereby a work surface o~ shelf supported between the two sJldable support 

means may be raised or lo~ered as a whole and maintained level without having 

to disturb or remove itemsl resting an the work surface ·or she\f. This feattJre 

contributes to the versatilt' of the Invention and provjdes a readily operable 

height adjustment facifity r any part of a work station that is carried by the 

slidable support means. . . · . . · 
j 

An end post accordjng to this aspect of the invention may include two 

channels each of which c.ptivefy and sfidingly receive an adjustable· support 

means. Preferably the two ~annels are oppoaiteiy disposed along the post. 

It should be apprecrted that with eaeb-of-the embodiments described 

above that the upper panel hot being fixedly engaged within the posts can readily 

be fitted once the rower p inel is fixed in position and that a range of different 

modular components can b used to meet- the users needs both functionally and 

visually. For example, the upper panel might be· a transparent glass sheet, a 

patterned board or an opaq e material. As the end posts extend above the lower 

panel, the designer may re ily change the appearance of the partition wall once 

it is assembled and 111 pfac by removing the upper panel and replacing it with a 

25 panel of different height o design without disturbing the lower panel and the 

structural configuration of th · partition wall. 

In one particularly pr ferred embodiment of the invention, an upper panel 

which Js thinner than the lo er panel i& utllJzed. Most preferably the upper panel 

is positioned. between respe ive channel$ in the end posts and is of substantially 

30 equal width to the width of t e channels. This creates a ledge between the upper 

and lower panels and cjnfers a different visual configuration to modular 

partitioning which is conventf onaify of uniform thickness. 

! ii1f iIDi~iIDHr 
I 
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In use, individual wa. units such as those described can be used together 

to form partition walls in whf ch the lower panel of each unit is of substantlally the 

same height but where the !upper panel is of various different heights. Tht.:s, for 
I 

example, a modular office tjartitioning system using the wall units of the invention 

can be created so that ge~eral work areas might utilize an upper panel which 

might be a relatively short 'lass panel for operators to easily communicate _over 

the partition wall but in a fu1her part of the office, and using the same partlttoning 

units, where privacy may b<J more important (such as in an accounting area) the 
I . 

upper panels may be hightr and opaque. The present invention provides the 

interior designer with the fief iblllty to iAcorporate these changes for functional ans 

aesthetic reasons within anl overall modular system which has a unifying theme 

being the shap.e and desigA!of the tower panel and posts. 

a is convenient here~natter to describe the invention according to various 

aspects by reference to a p.rticular form of partitioning system utilizing a wall unit 
I 

15 . of the invention. Thfs is ~hown in the accompanying drawings. However, it 

should be understood tha, each aspect of the invention may be applied to 

partitioning systems having I other forms. Furtbermore, the example partitioning 

system hereinafter describe~ includes various aspects of the invention but not all 

of these aspects may be ad~pted in practice according to the particular end user 

20 requirements. Also, the spJclflc form and arrangement of the various features in 

the drawings is not to be un~erstood as limiting the invention. In the drawings:­

Figure. 1 is a persp~ctive view of a partitioning system embodying the 
; 

invention: i 

Figure 2 is a plan vi~ of a work place layout using a partitioning system 

25 embodying the invention; I 
I 

Figure 3 shows a mo~ular wall unit and upper panel in accordance with the· 
I 

I 

invention; I 
Figure 4 is an explodJld perspective view showing the clamping of a lower 

panel to· an end post accord~g to the invention; 

30 Figura 5 is a cross sebtion view of a lower panel to end post connection; 

Figure 6 is a longitud,nal section of the assembled panel for post clamping 

arrangement as shown in th~ Figure 4; 
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Figure "fa is a sectioned view of part of an end post showing adjustable 

support means; 
' ' 

Figure 7b shows details of an adjustable support means for the post as 
I 

shown in Figure 7a; I 
I 

5 Figure 8 is a perspe4ive view of an end post; 

10 

15 

I 

Figure 9 Illustrates a~ adjustment arrangement; 

Figure 1 O illustrates ~ cap for use with an end post such as that shown in 

Figure 6; and i 
; 

Figure 11 ilfustrates ~he cap shown in Figure 10 in partition on top ·of an 

end post and engaged with r shelf/hamper bracket. .• ·-

A partitioning systef'1' as shown in Figures 1 and 2 compiises structural 
i 

components including low'!~ panel 1 connected to end post& 2 ~nd includes= work 

surfaces 3 carriecj by suppoks 4. Work surfaces 3 may also be supported by end 
I 
I 

posts 2 as will be describe~. It will be appreciated that different layouts can be 

constructed from the wau j units. of the invention as will be evident from a 

comparison of Figures 1 ailJ 2. Also, the work surfaces may be of any desired 

shape, for example. Figur~ 2 illustrates son1§t- shapes. which are other than 

rectangular. Chairs 5 are ~lso shown in F.igu.re 2. End posts 2 also provide for 

the attachment of upper pa~els 6 above lower panels 1. The upper panels may 
I 

20 . be decorative or acoustic screens. 

25 

30 

. ! 

. The wall unit shown !in Figure 3 illustrates a wall unit of the invention in 
! 

lsolatiort and in greater det~il. It comprises end posts 2 (these are not shown in 
I 

their full length but are cut away so to show the configuration of the edge portions 
. I 

of lower panel 1). Lower prnel 1 comprls~s a frame 7, for example of steel, to 

which facia panels 8 and 9 ~re removabl~··attached. The frame 7 includes cable 

management trays (not shoWn) whi~h are accessible via hinged or sJidable p$nels 
; 

10 on each face of the low~r panel 1. Lower panel 1 also includes a top cap or 

sill 11 which is also remov~bly mounted to the frame 7. As wm be described, 

panel 1 is clamped at either! end to end post& a and the end posts extend above 
I 

the sill level of lower panel i to support upper panel 6 which is seated on top of 

the sill 11. Upper panel. a js readily interchangeabl9 and is not secured to the 

posts other than by sliding epgagement. . 

' ·. 
I 
! 
' 

.• 



19 SEP '95 18:06 PHILLIPS ORMONDE & FITZPATRICK 
I 

P.10/25 -

5 

. 10 

15 

20 

26 

. l. 

i ~a-

l~s SHEET HAS BEEN. L REPLACED 

l 
Frame 7 of lower pa~el 1 provides the attachment fitting of the panel which 

incfudes a longitudinally ext~nding rib section 12 (see Figure 4). 
' 

End posts 2 are mad~ from a metal extrusion (this is preferably alumi"nium} 
! 

and have a cross section a~ shown in Figure 5. This cross section defines a pair 
i 

of oppositely disposed opem channels 13 and 14 and another pair of oppositely 
! 

disposed channels 15 and 1js which are partially closed by transverse flanges 17. 

The section also defines a cbntral closed channel 18. 
i 

When a lower panel' is clamped to an end post 2 (as wlll be described) a 

structural joint is formed wh~rein, as ·shown in Figure 5, rib section 12 of frame 7 
I 

of lower panel 1 is seated Within a channel 13 or 14 of end post 2. A clamping 
I 

arrangement for securing tower panel 1 to an end post 2 (see Figure 4) includes 
i 

two spaced fittings fer eac~ channel 13 er 14· each top one of .which is a clamp 

plate 20 fixed within each c~annel by a screw 21 and each bottom one of which is 

a lug 22 on a bottom fittin~ 23 for the post. The fittings 20,22· each include a 
' 

ramp surface 24,25 respecfively, which engage upper and lower ends 28r27 of 
I 

the longitudinally extending !rib section 12 of frame 7 of lower panel 1. A tie rod 

28 which passes through cehtral channel 1 a of end post 2 has a screw section 31 

at Its lower end for fixing t~ tie rod to bottom fitting 23. Tie rod 28 also has a 

screw threaded bore 32 at ils upper end for receiving a clamping screw 30 .whfch 
I 

passes through the top cap! 29.for ·the end post 2. Bottom fitting 23 for the end 

post may contain a foot 3~ which may be screwed into the fitting such that its 

position-is adjustable retativ$ to the fitting. 
I 

Prior to the assembl~ of a lower panel wlth the end posts, clamp plates 20 

are fixed within channels 1~ and 14 by screws 21 and end post 2 is seated on 

bottom fitting 23 with tie rod 28 extending through central channel 18 and 

screwed Into fitting 23. To ~ssemble a lower panel to the end post. end 27 of rib 
; . 

section 12 of the lower pan~I is first seated over lug 22 of bottom fitting 23 and 
. I 

the panel is positioned sue~ that rib section 12 is aligned with and substantially 
• I 

within channel 14 of the e~d post. End post 2 is then manually lifted a ·small 

30 amount and then lowered s~ as to place clamp plate 20 over the top end 2a·of rib 
' . 

section 12 of the lower pan~I. The end faces 26 and 27 of rib section 12 of rower 
I 

panel 1 are then engaged l!>y ramp surfaces 24 and 25 of fittings 20 (the upper 

clamp plate) and 22 (the lug on bottom fitting 23). To clamp the lower panel in 
I 

.~ 
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position, top cap 29 is fltte~ onto the end post 2 ana clamping screw 30 Is then 

inserted and screwed into ~re 32 of tie rod 28, which action draws bottom frtting 
i 

23 (and thus lug 22) towardf clamp plate 20 and thereby cause ramp surlaces 24 . 

and 25 to clampingly engag~ the ends 26 and 27 of the rfb section 12. 

The fitrnent of clamd plates 20 within channels 13 and 14 some distance 
I . 

below the top of end post 2lleaves the top portions of channels 13 and 14 free of 
I 

any obstructions such tha~ upper panel 6 can be supported along its vertical 

edges by those channels. ~pper panels e are thus easHy fitted to sit on top of sill 

11 by slldlng them Into posi~fon between two end posts 2 from the top end of the 

respective end posts. I 
! 

..:· 

Whilst the clamping tystem described above is the preferred mechanism 

whereby the lower panel is secured to the end posts. the invention Is not Jlmlted 
! 

to such a securement meatjs; ·The invention embodies any arrangement In Which 
I 

the securement means ~or r· ecuring the lower panel to the end posts Is provided 

within the end post.. . , · 
I 

Figures 7a and 7b lll~strate a particular arrangement for mounting support 

brackets to end posts 2. A~ shown in Figure ~ -partially closed channels 15 end 
I 

16 of end posts 2 may each!slidingly contain a slider strip 34 (illustrated in Figures 
I 

7a and 7b). Slider strip 34 ~ U shaped in transverse cross section. The base of 

the U part of slider strip 34 _ontains a series of longitudinally spaced slots 35.for 

receiving complimentary to gues 36 of a bracket 37 for mounting the bracket" 

such that It is supported by ~nd extends at right angles from the slider. Brackets 
I 

such as 37, when mounte~ to end posts 2 in a wall unit, are for supporting · 

shelves, cabinets, work siftaces or the like, as may be provided for a work 

station. I 
I 

Flanges 17 of chan~ls 15 and 16 hold the slider strips 34 captive within 

the channels. Each strip 31 ls positioned such that the base of the U is adjacent 

the flanges 17 and the armt of the U are directed inwardly of end post 2. Teeth 

38 may be formed along a I ngitudinally extending free edg'.l of each leg of the U 

of slider 34 as is shown in ~lgure 7a. Apertures 39 are provided in end post 2 to 

allow the teeth of each slidJr strip to be accessed by a means for engaging those 

teeth for adjusting the poJition of a slider within its channel. The means for 

engaging teeth 38 of each +der may be a pinion gear 40, which may be manually 

I . 1i1i1ii1Mr 
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driveable or power driven vi shaft 41. · 

In a possible power driven arrangement, an electric motor 42 may be 

incorporated in a lower pan I 1 (see Figure 9) for driving one or two shafts 41 on 

the end or ends of which i& are mounted pinion gears 40 for entry into apertures 

. 5 39 of an ~nd post 2 to enga e teeth 38 of slider(s) 34 (it will be appreciated that a 

slider 34 is effectively a rac for a pinion QearAO). Shafts 41 may extend to both 

edges of a lower panel 1 s h that when that panel is mounted between two end 

posts 2, sliders 34 In each p st can be coordinatlngly adjusted by operation of the 

one motor 42, thereby en bling a ·shelf or work surface, which is supported 

10 between those end posts y sliders..-34, to be maintained level as its height .is 

adjusted. 

It wm be realised, of· ourse, that a tie rod 28 passing through an end post 

2 wm not impede transfer of the power drive provided by a motor 42 to an 

adjacent panel (for exampl shown by reference 51 in Figure 9) and thus to a 

15 third post at the other edge cf that panel. This is possible by virtue that a.driven 

pinion 40 drives a slider 34 ia Its meshjng with teeth 38 on one of the legs ~f the 

U of the stider and that ther fore the teeth on tbe- other leg of the U of a ·slider 34 

will provide the drive for a pl ion 50 on the shaft 52 in panel 51. 

Work surfaces 3 whi h are supported by supports 4 (see Figure 1) may 

20 also be connected with an thus additionally supported by sfiders 34 and end 

posts 2. As is known, su ports 4 may include height adjustment means (not 

shown),· in which case the c nnectlon of a work surface to sliders 34 provtdes for 

lateral stabilization of the ord surface and for its guidance whilst being height 

adjusted via supports 4. 

25 The Invention also in ludes channels 15 or 16 of an end post 2 (without a 

slider 34} being used to late lly stabilise and guide a height adjustable surface 3. 

To realise this feature, sui ble lugs or brackets (not shown) attached to work 

surfaces 3 are slidingly rec "ved in channels 15 or 16 such that lateral movement 

of the brackets is restricted hilst they are freely vertically moveable. 

30 As an alternative, or in addition· to the arrangement shown In Figures 7a 

and 7b for mounting suppo brackets to end posts 2, it is preferred that the post 

cap 29 (as shown in Figure ) include at least o~e transverse slot 53 as Js shown 

in Figure 10. The transvers slot 53 is shaped to receive a co-operating member 

1ijmfii1i111nr 
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formed at the end of a shelf/hamper bracket 54. The transverse slot 53 is of such 
I 

shape that it does not tntetfere with clamping screw 30. In Figure 11, there Is 
I 

illustrated an end post 2 td which top cap 29 has been fitted with brackets 54 
. I 

attached to the top cap by ~ngagement within the transverse slots 53. 

5 Whilst very specific ~mbodiments of the invention are shown by reference 
i 

to the drawings, it will be •ppreci-ated that various modifications, additions and 
i 

variations are possible havtg regarding to the key aspects of the invention. As 

the lower panel is securely;attached to the end posts by means which does not 

interfere with the attachme~t of the! upper panel to the end posts. the primary 

10 structure of the wall unit isjformed b¥ the end posts and the lower panel beins 

secured therebetween. T~is enables economical and easy replacement· and 

variation to the upper pa~els to meet end ·user needs. Thus, it is to be 

understood that any variati4ns, modifications and/or additions from the pa~icular 
I . 

preferred embodiments de~cribed which have these features are conaidered to 

15 fall within the spirit and sco~e of the invention. 
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The Claims defining the invention are as follows:-
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1. A partition wall unit "1hich has upper and lower panels both of which are 

held in position at either e~d by respective end posts wherein at least the lower 
I 

panel includes attachment lfittirigs adapted to engage with the end posts and 

wherein each end post incl~des a securement means adapted to retain the lower 

panel In position; said secl.{rement means being operable so to permit repeated 

engagement and disengag~ment of the lower panel to the end posts. 

2. A partition wall unit a~ claimed in claim 1 wherein the upper panel is held in 
i . 

position between the end pqsts by dJ~rent means to that utilized· for securing the 
I 

lower panel between the ~aid posts and wherein the upper panel does not 

constitute a significant structural component of the partition wall unit. 

3. A partition wall unit ~s claimed in either one of claims 1 or 2 wherein the · 
i 

upper panel· is held In positl¢n between the posts but is not secured thereto. 

4. A partition wall unit fas claimed In claim. 3 wherein the upper panel is 

sJidably engageable with thd posts. 
I 

5. A partition wall unit ~s claimed in any one of the previous claims wherein 
I 

each end post includes ~ longitudinal channel extending from a position 
i 

proximate to the bottom or the post to the top of the post and wherein the 

attachment fittings of the lower panel are adapted so to engage within the 
! 

respective channels in the erd posts. 
l 

6. A· partition wall unit a~ claimed in claim 5 wherein the upper panel Is held in 

position by sliding engag4ment of the edges of the upper panel Into the 
. i 

respective channels in the ppsts. 
i 

7. A partition unit as cl~imed in any one of the previous claims wherein the 

end posts both include at least one longitudinally extending open channel for 

receiving an attachment fittfg of the lower panel in which ·the channels include 

means adapted to clamp saf id attachment fitting to the respective end postS and 

to thereby fix the lower panrl ;n·position and In which the means for clamping is 

operable from the top end o~ each of the said posts. 

8. A partition wall unit ab claimed in claim 7 ·wherein the means for clamping 

the attachment fitting in eabh end post includes two fittings which are spaced 
r 
l 

apart along the longitudinal ~hannel in the post wherein each fitting is engageable 

1mmmil111Mr 
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with the respective top anr bottom end of the ~ttachment fitting of the : lower 

panel. i 
9. A partition wall unit s claimed in ctaim 8 wherein the relative spacing of 

the fittings within the chann Is of the end posts are adjustabl~ from the top. ends 

5 of the posts. 

10. A partition wall unit a claimed in either one of claims 8 or 9 wherein one of 

the said fittings in each pos is fixed within the channel and the other is adjustable 

relative thereto by a screw eans that is accessible at the top end cf the post. 

11. A partition wall unit a claimed In claim 10 wherein a bottom fitting for each 

1 o of the end posts provides the said .. adjustable fitting and the other fitt!.ng· is 

provided by a clamp plate ich is fixed within the channels in the end posts; 

12. A partition wall unit a claimed in claim 11 wherein a tie rod is connected to 

the bottom fitting. 

13. A partition wall unit s claimed in any one of the previous claims w~erein 

15 the end posts incorporate a separate post cap in which said post cap includes a 

transverse channel adapted to co.operate with a shelf bracket. 

14. A partition wall unit claimed in ·any oo.e of the previous claims in which 

the upper panel fs thinner th n the lower panel. 

15. A partition wall unit a claimed In claim 14 wherein each end post intjudes 

20 a longitudinal channel e}de ding from a position proximate to the bottom of the 

post to the top of the post nd wherein said upper panel has a thickness that is 

substantially equal to the wi th of the said channel. 

16. A partition wan unit s claimed in either one of claims 14 or 15 wherein 

said upper panel rests on n upper edge surface of said lower panel and the 

25 relative thicknesses of the aid upper panel and lower panel are such tha~ said 

upper edge surface provide a sill on at least one of the sides of the partltio".' wall 

unit. 

17. A panelling system I eluding at least one partition wall unit as claimed in 

any one of the preceding cl ims which further includes at least one additional end 

30 post and one additionai I er panel such that the additionar lower panel is 

engaged with one of the e d posts of the partition wall unit at one edge and 

engaged with the additional nd post at the other edge. 

·' 
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18. A partition wall unit ubstantially as hereinbefore described with reference 

to what is shown in any one of the drawings. 

19. A panelling system s herelnbefore described with reference to what is 

5 
shown in either one of Figura 1 or 2. 

I 

-· 

I 
I 
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