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(54) Title: TELECOMMUNICATIONS INTER-EXCHANGE CONGESTION CON'IROL 

(57) Abstract 

A telecommunications network has a target ex­
change (RNC 2222) which detennines a congestion con­
dition in a region supervised by the target exchange, and 
which sends a congestion message to a source exchange 
(RNC 2221). The source exchange conttols at least some 
connections which uttllr.c radio resources in the region su­
pervised by the target exchange. The congestion message 
causes the source exchange to adjust at least one connec­
tion which it controls in the region supervised by the target 
exchange. In a fiISt mode Of the invention, the target ex­
change determines a selected connection to be adjusted in 
view of the congestion condition. In this first mode, the 
congestion message identifies the selected connection to 
be adjusted and further includes an adjustment value (e.g., 
power reduction value) for the selected connection to be 
adjusted. In a second mode of the invention, the conges­
tion message includes an identification of a congested area 
(e.g., a cell) within the region supervised by the target ex­
change, as well as a severity value indicating a severity of 
the congestion in the congested area. The severity value 
can be indicative of a needed decrease in congestion in the 
congested area. 


