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C L A I M S 

1. Messaging system (2), preferably instantaneous, characterized in that it comprises at 

least one sending device (4) and at least one recipient device (6) configured to send and/or 

receive messages (60) by means of at least a central unit (8) with which both devices are in 

communication,  said messaging system (2) comprising a first software module which is loaded 5 

and/or executed in said sending (4) and/or receiving (6) device and a second software module 

which is loaded and/or executed in said central unit (8), said first software module and/or said 

second software module being configured so that, within the messaging system (2), are created 

and/or managed and/or exchanged: 

 items of a first open type (14’, 60’, 33’) comprising at least one chat (14) and/or message 10 

(60) and/or digital element (33) which are always visible within a corresponding screen (42, 

57) implemented on the device (4, 6) display, and 

 items of a second reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) comprising at least one chat (14) and/or 

message (60) and/or digital element (33) which are configured to switch between: 

 a visible state in which said at least one chat (14) and/or message (60) and/or digital 15 

element (33), entirely and/or in a preview thereof, are displayed within  the 

corresponding screen (42, 57), which is implemented on the display of the device 

(4, 6), occupying a certain area/zone of said screen, 

 a hidden state in which said at least one chat (14) and/or message (60) and/or digital 

element (33) are not displayed inside said corresponding screen (42, 57) 20 

implemented on the display of the device (4, 6),  

said first software module and/or said second software module being also configured so that 

said item (14, 60, 33) of the second reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) passes from the hidden state 

to the visible state following a successful unlocking procedure carried out on/by means of the 

device (4, 6) on whose display these items are intended to be viewed, 25 

and further characterized in that said first software module and/or said second software module 

are configured so that: 

 when said at least one chat (14) and/or message (60) and/or digital element (33) are in said 

hidden state, they also do not occupy said specific area/zone of said corresponding screen 

(42, 57) which is instead occupied when they are in the visible state, thus there being no 30 

feedback or visual indication on the display that allows to notice the existence/presence 

of the hidden item within the messaging system, 

 said unlocking procedure provides for the proper typing, using the keyboard (35) of the 

device (4, 6), on whose display are intended to be viewed, of an access code associated 

with one or more of said items (14, 60, 33) of the second reserved type (14``, 60’’, 33’’), 35 
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 said unlocking procedure is configured in such a way that, for each attempt having a 

negative result, it is not provided any visual feedback relatively failure of such attempt. 

2. Messaging system according to claim 1, characterized in that it is configured so that 

when said items of the reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) are in the visible state, they are displayed 

in the corresponding screen (42, 57) together and/or among the items of the first open type, if 5 

any. 

3. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module is configured in such a way that: 

 an item is of the reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) since its creation (initialization), and/or 

 an item, already created and initialized, of the open type (14’, 60’, 33’) is converted into said 10 

reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’), or vice versa. 

 4. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so that said 

items of the second "reserved" type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) are downloaded locally to each device (4, 

6) only if the unlocking procedure, carried out on/by means of the device (4, 6) on whose display 15 

these items are intended to be viewed, has been successful. 

 5. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so that said 

item (14, 60, 33) of the second reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) are by default in said hidden state 

and change from visible state to hidden state automatically after a predefined time and/or when 20 

the user performs a certain action on said device (4, 6). 

 6. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so that said 

unlocking access code (5, 80) of the unlocking procedure comprises alphanumeric characters 

and/or special characters and/or punctuation symbols. 25 

 7. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so that said 

access key code (5, 80) of the unlocking procedure comprises graphic elements (33) of the 

type which, within the messaging system (2), are sent within the screen area occupied by a 

message. 30 

 8.  Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module is configured so that the input mode corresponding to the access 

key code (5, 80) is automatically activated following insertion, by means of the typing keyboard 

(35), of a specific sequence (tag) of pre-coded characters/symbols/graphic elements (61) 

upstream and/or downstream of said access key code (5, 80) 35 
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 9. Messaging system according one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in that 

said first software module executed in said device (4,6) is configured to carry out a display 

unlock procedure which is configured to pass the items (14, 60, 33) which for a certain user are 

of the reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) from the "hidden" state to the "visible" state. 

 10. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 5 

that said first module executed in said device (4, 6) and said second software module executed 

in the central unit (8) are configured to interface with each other in such a way to perform a 

download unlock procedure before downloading items (14, 60, 33) of the reserved type (14’’, 

60’’, 33’’) in the local memory of said device (4, 6). 

 11. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 10 

that it is configured so that the items (14, 60, 33) which are of the reserved type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) 

for a certain user are all downloaded to the local memory (90) of the device (4, 6) on which said 

user has logged in and in such a way as to make them switch to the "visible" state only following 

a procedure for unlocking the display. 

 12. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized by 15 

the fact that, once the item (14, 60, 33) which are reserved for the type (14’’, 60’’, 33’’) for a  

certain user have been downloaded to the local memory (90) of the device (4, 6), these are 

directly shown on the display of the same device. 

 13. A messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized 

in that said at least a central unit (8) comprises at least one database (12) in which a user 20 

dataset (15), which contains at least one unique identifier code (ID_USER) of each user of the 

messaging system (2), is in relation (27) with at least one elements dataset (22), which contains 

at least the unique identification codes (ID_ELEMENT) of all the digital elements (33) that can 

be managed through the messaging system (2), to thus define the digital elements (33) 

accessible/manageable by each user of the user dataset (15). 25 

 14. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said at least one database (12) comprises a chat dataset (18), which contains at least one 

unique identification code (ID_CHAT) of each chat (14, 49) of the messaging system (2), is 

related to a message dataset (20), which contains at least the unique identification codes 

(ID_MESSAGE) of all the messages (60) exchanged within the messaging system (2), and 30 

from the fact that: 

 said chat dataset (18) is related to said user dataset (15) in order to define the users who 

participate in each chat (14, 49), 

 said message dataset (20) is related to said elements dataset (22) so as to connect to each 

message (60) said eventual at least one digital element (33) which is inserted/contained in 35 

each message. 
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 15. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said at least one database (12) comprises a reserved dataset item (70) which is related to 

said user dataset (15) and to said chat dataset (18) and/or to said message dataset (20) and/or 

to said elements dataset (22). 

 16. Messaging system according to the preceding claim, characterized in that said reserved 5 

item dataset (70) is configured in such a way that each of its records (71) includes: 

 a first field given value or associated with the identification code of a chat (14) or of a 

message (20) or of an element (33), 

 a second field associated or given value with a unique identifier code (ID_USER) of a user 

connected to said chat (14) or to said message (20) or said element (33), 10 

 a third field given value with a code that defines an access key (5) connected to the chat 

(14) or to the message (20) or to the element (33) of the record (71). 

 17. Messaging system according to the preceding claim, characterized in that said first 

software module and/or said second software module are configured so that, if a specific record 

(71) is present in the reserved dataset item (70) with the identification code of a specific chat 15 

(14) and/or message (60) and/or element (33), then this chat (14) and/or message (60) and/or 

element (33) is of said second type reserved only for that user having a unique identification 

code (ID_USER) corresponding to the second field of said specific record (71). 

 18. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module and/or said second software module and/or said central 20 

database (12) are configured so that, if within the reserved item dataset (70) there is a certain 

record (71) with the identification code of a specific chat (14) and/or message (60) and/or 

element (33), then the display on the device display, which is managed by the user having a 

unique identification code (ID_USER) corresponding to the second field of said specific record 

(71), is subject to the correct insertion by the user of a code corresponding to the access key 25 

(5) provided in the third field of said specific record (71). 

 19. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so that, 

within the messaging system (2), there are: 

 at least one chat (14) of the first open type (14’) which is always visible on the display of the 30 

devices (4, 6) managed by all users participating in said chat, and 

 at least one chat (14) of the second type reserved area (14’’) that, as a result of said 

unlocking procedure, passes between: 

o a first hidden state in which said at least one chat (14) is not shown on the display 

of the devices (4, 6) managed by all users participating in said chat, 35 
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o a second visible state in which said at least one chat (14), entirely and/or in a preview 

thereof, is displayed on a screen implemented on the display of the devices (4, 6) 

managed by all the users participating in said chat. 

 20. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said chat dataset (18) comprises at least one field with a code that identifies a shared 5 

access key (ACCESS_KEY_CHAT 80) which is the same for all participants of the chat, to be 

entered/typed in order to allow each chat participant to view the corresponding chat on the 

display of the corresponding device or associated with the latter. 

 21. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that: 10 

 each device (4, 6) which acts as sender and/or recipient within the messaging system (2) 

comprises a local memory (90) in which to download and store a personal subset (75) which 

is derived from the central database (12) of the central unit (8) and which contains all the 

data of the items (14, 60, 33) of a specific user who has logged in to the messaging system 

(2) using that specific device, 15 

 said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so as to 

search for items (14, 60, 33) of the open type and of the reserved type, to be then displayed 

in a corresponding screen of the device, in the personal subset (75) provided in the local 

memory (90) of said device. 

 22. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 20 

that said first software module and/or said second software module are configured so that, 

within the messaging system (2), there is at least one chat of the sub-chat type (49), which 

namely: 

 is of the reserved type, 

 derives from a main chat (14) thus defining a chat of the parent chat type, 25 

 is configured so that the participants in said sub-chat are all or a subgroup of the participants 

in said main chat (14). 

 23. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said chat dataset (18) comprises a field (ACCESS_KEY_CHAT) to be given value with a 

code that identifies a shared access key (80) which is the same for all chat participants, to be 30 

entered/typed in order to allow each chat participant to download and/or view the corresponding 

chat on the device display, and by the fact that said first software module and/or said second 

software module and/or said central database (12) are configured so that, if in a certain record 

of the chat dataset (18) said field (ACCESS_KEY_CHAT) is valued, then the chat of said 

specific record is a sub-chat (49). 35 
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 24. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said chat dataset (18) comprises a further field (PARENT_CHAT) to be given value with a 

unique identification code of a specific chat (14), and by the fact that said first software module 

and/or said second software module and/or said central database (12) are configured so that, 

if in a certain record of the chat dataset (18) said further field (PARENT_CHAT) is given value, 5 

then the chat of said certain record is a sub-chat (49). 

 25. Messaging system according to one or more of the preceding claims, characterized in 

that said database (12) is configured and structured so that each message (60) of the 

messages dataset (20) that is exchanged within a sub- chat (49), and is therefore connected 

to a sub-chat (49), it is automatically of the reserved type (60’’). 10 
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