


Title: METHOD FOR MAKING SALTS OF HYDROXY-SUBSTITUTED HYDROCARBONS
Abstract: Disclosed is a method for preparing an alkali metal salt of a
hydroxy-substituted hydrocarbon which compri ses the  steps of (i)
contacting in solvent media at least one hydroxy-substituted hydrocarbon
with a base comprising an alkali metal cation;  and (ii) devolatilizing the
solvent media comprising alkali metal salt by adding or spraying the
solvent media into a substantially water-immiscible organic solvent, said
solvent being at a temperature greater than the boiling point of solvent
media at the prevailing  pressure. In one embodiment the solvent media
comprises water, and optionally at least one water-soluble protic organic
solvent.   


