WD 97/ 24039 PCT/ US96/ 19396

-1- HAT W TH STORAGE POCKET

BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON 5 The present invention relates
‘generally to hats, and is particularly concerned with a hat having a
st orage spaé‘(é’%?f"“f?ﬁcket for storage purposes. RCHS%(1 PP pocket s
are known. For exanple, U S. Patent No. 4,165,542 of McLaughlin
describes a hat with a pocket on the ipside into whi ch the hat can be
inserted for easy carrying when not in use. The pocket 10 has a | ower end
at the rimof the hat and an upper end adjacent the crown. When t he
hat is worn, small itens may ﬁ%@ﬂt%@#ﬁ%ﬁc"&?&?‘ﬁg pur poses.

However, since the |ower end of the pocket is at the rimof the hat, such
items will fall domtothe%ﬁ%against the wearer's
head and may cause sone di sBrA Gﬂﬁﬁ F . v - 5,214,802 of 15
McCal lum a convertible hat and bag assenbly is described, which has two

| ayers, ome of whiThe grésemdnvenitivn rdistesidenesallyutec hawstandnid pditicalatigr of

whi ch acts as b t ' [ vides

nccess 1ot necondhited W LtV o sioodtl Sl br ickliter Bl BRPOIES, o
items stored in thHstspit peakets are kaown: Farhexampiesr US.wiRatenthdloassenbl y
20 is worn ag, peYls42 cfaMELaHEnSdesEtiDes adisd vAkls @ pucketsn thé Gsidehteet r act

THE | NVENTI OWHR! 8 i S e iuedffor emsy carying when notinpse- The peckfti o
provi de d0hewhasa lowpr ervcbat the rim of the it andaan uppergend adjecent the crown.
When the hat is worn, small items may be inserted for carrying purposes.
However, since the lower end of the pocket is at the rim of the hat, such
items will fall down to the rim, where they will bear against the wearer's
head and may cause some discomfort. In U.S. Patent No. 5,214,802 of
15  McCallum, a convertible hat and bag assembly is described, which has two
layers, one of which acts as a hat when it is outermost and the other of
which acts as a bag when outermost. An opening in one layer provides
access to the space between the two layers for storage purposes. However,
items stored in this space will fall down to the rim area when the assembly
20 is worn as a hat, causing discomfort and also bulges which may detract from
the appearance of the hat.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

25 It is an object of the present invention to provide a new and improved
hat with a storage pockst.

According to the present invention, a hat is provided which comprises

a head covering member having a headband for encircling the head of a

wearer, an outer face, an inner face, a crown, a front portion, a rear portion,

30 and opposite side portions, a pocket secured to the inner face of the head

covering member, the pocket having an access opening spaced above the

headband and being located in the front portion of the head covering

member, the pocket extending from the access opening upwardly towards

the crown of the head covering member so that at least the majority of the

35 pocket is located in a dead space of the hat which will not contact the



According to the present invention, a hat is provided which conprises
a head covering nenber having a headband for encircling the head of a
wear ér, an outer face, an inner face, a crown, a front portion, a rear
portion, 30woemdnwpposite side portions, a pocket securededTousolydsvgrner

face of the head covering nmenber, the pocket having an access opening
spaced above the headband and being located in the front portion of

t he head covering menber, the pocket extending fromthe access
openi ng upwardly towards the c®wn of the head covering nmenber so

that at |east the majority of the 35 pocket is located in a dead space of
t he hat whi civearier’s heed wihert thet hathie worn, and a releas@bB/fadt?®® mechanism

PCT/ US96/ 193R$ releasably closin the ocket open - 2- wearer's
head when t he hat Y g p rel egsa,m e éat?‘t ner machgnl sm for
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According to I.on, a pocket |§ posI, |n this
dead 10 s pé@‘é""%‘gttﬁéb'sl"i‘%wﬁb aRaskehis P@'W&qge?“fdf&"lnwthﬂbmls 55&11 nst the
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strips of Ve#09r8&|ﬁ£5]by09 @&p%i E?siﬁli Qﬁéh Qlf\e t&%ket. The releasable closure
15 mechanism may comprise mating strips of Velcro® on opposite sides of the
pocket opening, or may alternatively comprise a zipper, snap fasteners, or
the like.

The head covering member may comprise a single layer or an outer
layer and an inner layer. The inner layer may be of mesh or other cool,
20 lightweight material, and may extend only over the front portion of the hat
or over the entire outer layer of the hat. Where the hat covering member is
a single layer, the pocket may be releasably or permanently secured to the
inside of the hat layer. Where an inner layer is provided, the pocket may be
secured between the two layers with an opening in the inner layer around
25 which the opening in the pocket is secured. The inner layer may be
releasably secured to the hat so that it may be removed for use as a clutch
bag or the like separate from the hat. In the latter case, the inner layer is
preferably secured around its periphery to the outer layer via mating strips
of hook-and-loop-type fastener material, such as Velcro®. Waist straps may
30 be provided for releasably securing to the removed inner layer so that it may
be used as a waist pack or the like. The waist straps are preferably provided
with mating fastener material for mating with the same strip of fastener
material which would otherwise be used for securing the inner layer to the
outer layer of the hat. Thus, if something is to be carried which is too large
35 for the pocket, the entire inner layer of the hat may be removed for use as

a clutch or waist pack.



pocket opening, or may alternatively conprise a zipper, snap fasteners, or
the like. The head covering nenber may conFrlse a S|BgleflayeL
or an outer er and an inner |ayer. The inner |ayer may be of nes
or ot her coo?"’%g§wbgrightmeight material, and may extend oRCIUSHEIWhe
front portion of the hat or over the entire outer layer of the hat.
Where the hat covering nenber is a single |ayer, the pocket nay be
rel easably or permanently secured to_ghe i nside of the hat | ayer.
Where an inner layer is provided, the pocket nay be secured between
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PCT/ US96/ 1939@ moisture. The pocket may be formed entirely separately frém the head
Preferably, ‘é@@ér@ng{ Hﬁhnw ket tHésnﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁg' &‘QGﬁEISEP@lr ﬁ\tag fbﬁﬂqrhinf\)ﬁ {yat’ b
liner of the ? %hé poc et, wntﬁrthlesousfeerc waﬁ of the pocket sewn anund its penphg'ya utton
or
apart from the opening to the underlying hat layer or liner layer.
LE] The hat with a storage pocket allows small items such as money,
keys, credit cards and the like to be stored conveniently when walking,
running, surfing or the like. The positioning of the pocket is such that the
stored items will not bear against the wearer's head and cause discomfort,
since they are located in a dead space of the hat where it does not contact
20  the wearer’s head. Also due to the pocket positioning, the stored items will
not cause any bulges on the outside of the hat which could otherwise
detract from its appearance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

25
The present invention will be better understood from the following
detailed description of some preferred embodiments of the invention, taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which like reference
numerals refer to like parts, and in which:
30 Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hat with a built-in storage ;;ocket
according to a first embodiment of the invention;
Figure 2 is a side elevation, partially in section, illustrating the
positioning of the hat of Figure 1 on a wearer's head;
Figure 3 is a section on the lines 3-3 of Figure 1;
35 Figure 4 is a perspective view of a hat with a pocket according to a
second embodiment of the invention;



the |ike extending through both layers of the cap. This will act to hold
t he pocket up and prevent sagging, and will also hold the contents
of the pocket 5 away fromthe head to avoid disconfort.

The pocket WeAm2499has a width substantially equal to the pimiddssizod he
front portion of the hat and preferably does not extend over the sides of

t he hat. Preferably, the depth of the pocket is such that it extends
up to the crown or just past the crown of the hat. The pocket may be
of wat er proof 10 material or may héT/e a waterproof insert for itens which
may be damaged by noisture. The pocket may be fornmed entirely
separately from thigure&da a section thyough rfiontmention obihethes ani thellises Sy%er or

i nner | ayer g¥eBt u@r.m an i nner wal | of the pocket with the outer
wal | of the poc aro i ph art mthe opem ng
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stored itens 'W®%not bear agai nst the wearer's head and cause d| sconf ort,
since they are | digured isna sectionhl Misw sirollar tocFigute Stillustratingdobat amd cont act

20 the vegigyket atzea%mg’*t&a fduﬂh%smnaﬁekﬁthaoa%bmg?' ng, the stored

items wll es o ut si de hat which coul d
ot herwi se dﬁwgcs 'ﬁ‘f"ﬁf*ﬂ%ﬁ gh%gﬁﬁ'a?gﬁl'@é"e ¥ Tetnoved trom ?he hat and  pR) EF
DESCRI PI0 ON reversSel topxovides Bag; and The present invention will be
better under st oodradrerm% 5&&&%3%\“, of thé%taaldffﬁgtﬂ%sg Wittt b Ybstire SOME
preferred enbodi nen I nvent,ion, taken I'n conjunctiron with the
acconpanyi nd™8 MHaé w‘i"ﬁt ﬂﬁ?%aﬁtw ef erence nunerals refer to |ike
parts, and in which: 30 Fi gure 1 is a perspective view of a hat
with a built-in stor pgacip aan , enbodi nent of the
|nvent|_g$ ' Ftially in sectlon
illustrating the posi tioning of the hat of Fi gure 1 on a wearer's

head; Figureg irFoBthesdmawings illuistrate & lhvat lor cep 10 8cadrdifiggore 1; 35
Figure 4 is ﬁspahseaﬁtdnt%f\théwwntﬁnfwamwég gh RSl pEOERZH. Hatl fb 2

second enbodi nent of ven
q\as an outer ayer q4 and an inner layer or liner 16 which is sewn to the

outer layer along the periphery of the hat and aiso seams 18 dividing the
20 interior of the hat into generally triangular segments, as best illustrated in
Figure 1. A brim or bill 20 is secured along a forward edge of the hatin a
conventional manner so as to project outwardly from a wearer’s head as
generally illustrated in Figure 2. Pocket or storage space 22 is formed
between the outer layer 14 and liner 16 in a forward triangular segment of
25 the hat, with an access opening 24 provided in liner layer 16 to provide
access to pocket 22, The adjacent seams 18 define the periphery of the
pocket. The inner and outer layers will also be sewn together along one
edge of opening 24, as illustrated in Figure 3, so that the pocket does not
extend down to sweatband 28. A suitable fastener device is provided for
30 releasably closing pocket opening 24, such as a zipper, snap fasteners, or
the like. In the preferred embodiment, opposing strips 25,26 of mating hook-
and-loop-type fastener material, such as Velcro® are provided along opposing

edges of opening 24, as best illustrated in Figure 3.
As illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, opening 24 is spaced above hat
35 sweatband 28. When the hat is worn, there will be a dead space 30
between the hat and the wearer’'s forehead 31, due to the difference in
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Figure 5.is a section through a front portion of the hat on the lines 5-5
‘of Fi gure 4W09724039 Figure 6 is a perspective view of PEIB619WPE¢ h an
attached pocket according to a third enbodi nent of the invention; 5
Figure 7 is a section through the front of the hat on the lines 7-7 of

Fi gure 6; Figure 8 is a guctional viewsimlar to Figure 3
illustrating a hat and pocket according to a fourth errbodi ment of the

I nventi on; Figure 9 illustrates the r ure,8 renoved
fromthe hat SYRNPIYER beﬁwg? stga hat B‘P‘i\ﬁs’ ewz?af)eo{gs g e b pocket 2 Ffgure 10
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t he hat and SO s | Vi i.nterior of the I Nt o
general |y trP&FﬁjﬁiaﬁYr@é@ﬁE 9?5%%%1'3'?% ekthehaty i n Figure 1. A
brimor bill 20 i Theeguooked Zﬂ m@sga:résaﬂw&rhtsedgbmiwadﬂy Hating ropening.

convent i onal H@% 8 pokétimby Qk&ﬁh&&&%%ﬁdé& Wﬁr@aﬂ"ﬁa{éﬁg@ &?‘Qr o

general |y il i'n Fi ure . e s
bet ween ¥he SREBING 2 EF’TA’ ?j"’l"f'h@ tﬁ%%aﬁ, H”%o?ﬂé%&“i‘ﬁ'faaﬁg‘&%‘r eBgnent of
25 the hat pronidéd antheclocatioroptapening 24pindriguredt ite define thé fgweermdstt o

provi de portion of the pocket and ensure that items do not fall down to the
headband or sweatband 28.
A pull tab 32 is secured to the liner layer adjacent the pocket opening

16 24, as best illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, to enable the user to open the
pocket more easily. Seams 18 secure the liner layer to the outer fayer of the
hat up to the button or crown 34, ensuring that the pocket is held up and
does not slip down against the wearer’'s head due to the weight of items in
the pocket. Alternatively a separate pocket 22 may be secured to an opening

20 in a liner layer which is not secured to the outer layer along seams 18, but
only along the periphery of the hat, for example. In this case, the liner layer
wilt be additionally secured to the outer hat layer at the button or crown 34,
for example by stitching or the like.

Figures 4 and 5 illustrate an alternative, single layer hat 40 with a

25 pocket 42, according to a second embodiment of the invention. Single layer
hats are often used by participants in sporting activities such as running or
cyciing. This type of hat will be much cooler and is therefore preferable to
the double layer hat of the first embodiment when performing sporting or
other arduous activities.

30 Hat 40 has a central, solid panel 44 of a suitable material such as
cotton, and two side panels 46 of mesh material to allow air flow and
cooling of the wearer’'s head. Alternatively, panels 46 may also be of a solid
material with no openings. A conventional sweat band 47 is sewn around
the peripheral edge of the hat. Pocket 42 is made from a separate piece of

35 material which is folded in half and is sewn along two side seams 48,50 to
the solid panel 44 at a location spaced above sweat band 47, Pocket 42 has



access to pocket 22. The adj acent seans 18 define the periphery of the
pocket. The inner and outer |layers will also be sewn together al ong one
edge of opening 24, as illustrated in Figure 3, so that the pocket does not
extend downwase7ewmat band 28. A suitable fastener device i spd¥esbsiass for 30
rel easably cl osi ng pocket opening 24, such as a zipper, snap fasteners, or
the like. In the preferred enbodi nent, opposing strips 25,26 of mating

hook- and- | oop-type fastener terial, such as Velcro[err] are
provi ded al ong opposi ng edges OF opening 24, as best illustrated in
Figure 3. As illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, opening 24 is

spaced abovea bhisedend swidd hadjgGent\ithercrove dfathei Isatvasrdnan openiag®3| be a
dead space 3Qcing dowhiWallif Qo@vg?déﬂ'f'ﬁe éWﬁlatbgﬁd VR fabfe feflatlbR%astenefUe O

the difference I'n
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| ocati ng theP'SU@REEWdFH?@ poull tal,gr F@‘ﬂ?rﬁa%ﬁﬁé‘eﬂf"l"!ﬁ’eﬁ’ﬁéf 9“9:4('@9 the | I not
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pot ent’l € appear ance

The pocket 28PacA ofithe hat ‘o tyat kol beohpsibenad, away .fmgn 8o Miaager's head
However 10t heagd fHekRét i#BNoi, lavd ity Gh ﬁubgoekawmacbtvus&eane wipgareclbty f aci ng

10 openin ,ggafggoerghném@ety;c%,afthag,gnaas@e dbedbh HRRLRPT | ale seam bei ng

provi ded at ure 1°to i ne the | ower nost
portion of the pdemdgﬁaormmpec'f &2 ?ﬂtmmﬁ@ﬁpﬁf&ﬁ pigeeat matenal

headband or gswasthaed i Bigures 4 and 5, panel 44 may form one side of the pocket
and a single piece of material may be sewn along three sides to panel 44 to
15  form the other side of the pocket, in an equivalent position to pocket 42 in
Figures 4 and 5. Additionally, the pocket may be reversed if desired, with
the opening 53 located along edge 52 and the closed end of the pocket
being positioned adjacent sweat band 47.

Figures 6 and 7 illustrate another alternative embodiment of the
20 invention in which a hat 60 of the same general style as the previous
embodiments has an outer layer 61 and a partial liner layer 62 of nylon tricot
loop material. Layer 62 may extend over the entire inner surface of the hat,
if desired, or may be provided as a tape or strip sewn along the hat seams.
Nylon tricot loop material is soft enough to form a liner layer for a hat, but
25 will releasably adhere to Veicro® hook material while being softer and more

flexibie than conventional Velcro® loop material.
A separate pocket 64 is provided with a layer 65 of Velcro® hook
material secured to one face of the pocket. Pocket 64 has an opening 66
releasably closed by opposing strips 67,68 of Velcro® hook and loop
30 material, as in the previous embodiments, or may alternatively be closed by
a zipper, snap fasteners, or the like. The pocket layer 65 is simply pressed
against the layer 62 so that the hook and loop formations releasably adhere
to one another to secure the pocket on the inside of the hat. The layer 62
is additionally secured to the hat at the crown or button by stitching 69, or
35 alternatively by riveting or the like, so that the weight of the pocket and



A pull tab 32 is secured to the liner |ayer adjacent the pocket opening 15
24, as best illustrated in Figures 1 and 2, to enable the user to open the
pocket nore easily. Seans 18 secure the liner layer to the outer |ayer of

't he haVORTR4¥ t he button or crown 34, ensuring that PREUBRSERASS | s

hel d up and does not slip down against the wearer's head due to the
wei ght of itens in the pocket. Alternatively a separate pocket 22 may
be secured to an opening 20 in a liper layer which is not secured to the
outer |ayer along seans 18, but onIy al ong the peri phery of the hat,
for exanple. In this case, the |liner |aye be additionally
secured to t§entantedomngt q%erthathaf—ﬁ% sBQt t‘brPuHrtaEﬂcﬂAﬂ‘aSMbe provided far oxanpl e

by stitchi ngeasy bpeningks.pocket 64, as in the-pawics émbodintents.] ustrate an
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edge of 1t€he lembodim ER@E 42 is made from a separate piece of 35 mat eri al
which is fol ded IB:ghﬁ&és—aodnustraﬁeemtnémwﬁauwaserﬂlmﬁmaﬂsmhﬁﬁ Ha® 80 the

solid panel 442l golc0sBle AhersR7sr$22RRNRo Y HRkBFBE. Line RYSP b%ishas

PCT/ US96/ 193%ejeasably secured around the periphery of the outer hat layerg86 by suitablg | gsed

end or fold Beisslion;8aioft hiating) Wbokiaridieopaypé Velaro® pRitbidl &dending
15  around the inner periphery of outer layer 86 and the outer periphery of liner
layer 82, as illustrated in Figure 8. The layer 80 is preferably ailso releasably
secured to the outer layer 86 at the crown or button 30 by a releasable snap

fastener or by mating patches 91,92 of hook and loop fastener material.
Liner layer 82 is provided with a slot or slit-like opening 93 positioned
20 at an equivalent location to opening 24 in the first embodiment, and the
pocket 84 has an opening 85 which is suitably sewn around the periphery
of opening 24. Pocket 84 may be closed by a zipper 94 or other releasable
fastener, or may have opposing strips of hook-and-loop-type fastener
material as in the previous embodiments. As illustrated in Figure 8, the
25 pocket will be located in the dead space of the hat. Slumping of the pocket
and liner layer may be reduced by releasably securing the liner layer to the
crown of the hat, ensuring that the pocket and its contents remain within

the dead space.

The liner layer 82 may be removed from the hat if desired and may
30 then be carried as a clutch bag. Alternatively, the liner layer may be removed
from the hat, and turned inside out as in Figure 9 so that the hook-type
Velcro® strip faces inwardly, and the pocket opening 85 faces outwardly. A
closure or fastener strip 95 is provided for releasably closing the opening of
the reversed liner layer 82, as best illustrated in Figures 9 and 10. Closure
35 strip 95 has a central, elongate region having a slit opening closable by
means of a zipper fastener 96 extending along the opening, and waist straps



faci ng dowmwardly towards the sweat band. A suitable rel easable fastener
mechani smis provided for closing opening 53, such as a zi pper, snap
fasteners or the |ike, or opposing strips 54,55 of mating

hook-and-| owpotyqee® 5 fastener material, such as Vel crolppifikes@sosPeSt
illustrated in Figure 5. As in the previ ous enbodi ment, a pull tab or
handl e tab 56 is provided for allow ng the pocket to be readily
opened. As in the previous enbodi ment, pocket 42 is |ocated

wi thin the dead space of the hBt, so that it will be positioned away
fromthe wearer's head 10 as the hat is worn, and itens in the pocket
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2 and 5.5 AadPEf Ser 87 SRR RaREY. Tr0d, 1ie BRRUG P08 cappe T OO

the openi ng used| W slase theopperingfogmed iwhemdiner dayst 82 ds seversed powk et

bei ng posi t ioppesing flopsatist ofxhe Pperipliel etige of liner layer 82 dreditges téwards 7

st e herhd 0 . 2 P B i oviaeD gl s 1011

out er | ayer ingeriemef t%epbﬂgt wile|fastener 94 on tisp outsideyafathetresultant bag still oop

materi a0 Lp¥evides aBBessool ietsrANRr poeRe€Ntire inner surface of thﬁ hat ,

i f desired, . b i ded A ot trj I t t seans.

Nyl on- 1 cot | oogPiereeRtneE R e uhip SrRveripht Bnds K olBd b gy o har.

but 25 wi lbe wemewbils spalieriiteres ang stened io pocket Bdaie well a8 ialternaitively bei ng

ZOf ter a?d #léwing the reiriovdble! libet Ryer @aa\ﬁlb&kb@ﬂgge \éfab@raleé@hbh hﬂpﬁaﬁﬁt erial.
separate i a,lave . rolerr].,hoo

Tt or ol el ey 36 g Sorpha b8 ot Lblind 1 Gt Hhora aphle P TeR s B g o6

rel easatfl y aversewithoubhedinesdeyarri ps 67, 68 of Velcro[err] hook and | oop 30

material, as in the potket cfthiseMRfioReRdSbe RirmiBRbyPArBoREbE MRl dkidtfhgt! OSed by
a zipper, spap

" ZLODET HaRglaP sl Ve vt IS £RES bt B i 5oy TR o
rel easabl y #gRepsiately sewing thaouteroandlinardayerstogethine tg fere thres sides i nsi de
of the hat. offtRe lpdgRét 87d providingSarnopkrihg the/ L QB érFot Ack s fiAthet the
IC|r E\g' gfé) P lﬁé),[to%?ﬁgy feé%%gﬂg% %Z’th sglgztt%n}%l let 7 Iﬁiaut \allgla:y irt% yFirghyeest Wy or the
Alternatively a separate pocket layer may be sewn between the outer and
liner layers in an equivalent location. In this case, the liner layer is preferably
permanently or releasably secured to the button or crown of the outer layer,
to help prevent the pocket and liner layer from slumping down onto the
25 wearer’s head due to heavy items in the pocket.
If the hat is of single layer construction, a separate pocket may be
suitably secured to the inner surface of the hat at an appropriate position,
or may be releasably secured to the inner surface as in Figures 6 and 7. The
inner surface of the hat may form one side of the pocket, with a single piece
30  of material sewn to the inner surface to form the other side of the pocket,
if desired, or the pocket may be formed by a single piece of material folded
and sewn along two sides to the hat, as in Figures 4 and 5. If desired, the
pocket may have a waterproof liner layer so that the contents of the pocket
can be kept dry in all weather conditions, and also can be protected from
35 sweat. A waterproof liner is particularly desirable for pockets installed in
runner’s or cyclists hats, for example, or for hats used in water sports such
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do not cause the hat to sag. A pull tab 70 may be provi ded for easy
‘openi ng of MSxREME3B4A, as in the previous enbodi nents. PCT/US96/1939§ t h thi s
arrangenment, the pocket may be renoved fromthe hat when desired to
insert itens into the pocket or renove itens fromthe pocket, or 5 when
the pocket is to be carried by hand, . and nay then be readily re-

adhered to the inside of the hat whelY the hat is to be worn. The | oop

material liner layer may be partial or extend over the entire hat, or just
al ong ahvadiwingandrwindpurfing iy thg datigricaspetheokill of the hgt meyhles efl to t he

Pﬁt SO as tOSliithble f‘kr?gnldm fi@ﬂoiﬂioﬁtﬁarﬁﬂﬁ@o&ﬁﬁce vvheg the_Jhat E[s }[/vorn, ?ﬁ in
e -previ ous e iLnengs. . " s 8- iJd]ustrate,anot her
alternative embodM ﬁagg\/\ﬁ‘lec%o%gf '%Bos.'t_'o“?d ﬁ’g@%asor' ‘é%lr%\?a ° alﬁ"r?&? | ayer 82
having a poctithednt, which extepds fBam jiasposition just jabave Bl wearer sraysbeowsind t he
per i pherg of oydiane'dhfife Exdwil 8V e BEadR)TypibdIRDWhen a hat 8¢ 4% @OndSt Of

mat i ng, hook-a\ d-.| OOB_WQG Vel.crof errl materi,al eétqndl éS '?éound t he

i nner peri ph\é’l’EQBP% pRY the, parivkery O theeqfsl s hes rﬁm% at pang or

| ayer 82, assweauband:t évweveF duectogtheTdifferencs irB@ureatprasbetwibéry the so

ol casab] eSarerSHesnd e R, 8 nted Yo, et whiSo 92*”%‘&?“%’&‘)&30 »
| oop fast ene*her?ﬁg%'?rﬁlh.ead aha e hat'i ‘E%’?’f!é’f‘s@ggg?%&’zs‘r’ga‘g?‘é@i p%?‘ﬁﬁ a sl ot
or slit30i kemayenitend $®onpedocatinrespat@d ahuveshesyveatbanhup tocalbication o

openi ng 24 i fof ' t W openi ng
85 which is ggls?g%lﬂ}}é?ep %F?%ﬁpd?ttﬂgrﬁgr iﬁe’jﬁ be cB 0 B@g‘ﬁﬁbg 4. Pocket
84 may be ol BRRIPMLGY 308 3hers o1 oy Spple Emkndihents AlternatVaiid der or nmy
have opposi neocket may b provisleddn anl enyivalgniembenerawbich extendsratress ahe as i n
the previ ousesitBegh B8 thé hatfroh thEStrbat f‘djtﬂé‘re':a'rﬁ%eargunc?]g}?e &gﬁs opesket will

e LO0RE | B N SR o P Bl ieab oo Sheve b pissiancs o (o
By positioning the pocket in the dead space, the looks of the hat will not be
affected by items placed in the pocket, and the wearer will not experience
any discomfort since the pocket contents are held away from the head.

In all cases, the pocket. is preferably closed by easily releasable,

20  mating strips of hook-and-loop-type material, such as Velcro®, and a pull tab

may be secured to the rim of the pocket to allow the user to open the

pocket readily. Other fasteners such as zippers may alternatively be used.

Although some preferred embodiments of the invention have been

described above by way of example only, it will be understood by those

25  skilled in the field that modifications may be made to the disclosed

embodiments without departing from the scope of the invention, which is
defined by the appended claims.

WE CLAIM:



crown of the hat, ensuring that the pocket and its contents remain wthin
t he dead space. The liner layer 82 may be renoved fromthe hat

if desired and nay 30 t hen ' clutch bag. Alternatively, the
liner |ayerwgaynds renoved “ Imm ’IESIH , and turnedylpsige aut as in
p e

Figure 9 so that the hook-type ¢ "t eroterr] strip faces Tnwardly, and
t he pocket opening 85 faces outwardly. A cl osure or fastener strip 95
is provided for releasably closing the opening of the reversed |iner

| ayer 82, as best illustrated in Figd@®es 9 and 10. C osure 35 strip 95
has a central, elongate region having a slit opening cl osable by

means of a zipper fastener 96 extendgpgnggong the opening, and wai st straps
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extendi ng fromt he ceAthad) compiisingf or enabling the bag to be secured

around a wearer's wai ghead boTingSnehbs AR6r MFrriricPh Bt {T@‘Sﬂd"%&;ar ?or

d I t ft tral , tr .
mati ng i ¢ hpart of ti BRRS gt ajwperer,Rd hiaving, adirst perinhedak edas defiid gy i he rim
of the revemesad receiving opening o fronBEortias, a réargiartidrg cpposite gide poftionkhus, t he
closure strifydooGam fof govering Féholwh 61 9%\‘??&9& ﬂB?&‘,' ﬂ& ﬁﬂd@%&éﬁ%ﬂ | 1 ner

n 0 I ons of the era

| ayer 82 is reversed a ppos) hg, por perip edge of
liner | ayer nagmhberchaying @niqutay tree and an inner fagsier to form a bag. Zi pper
fastener 96 then provageeketduemtead stthslirner face of thibdvead covérinidmetrtbgr, Whi | e

fast enofg 94 90h iy Qi o4 Boatis4adals Bdle d deriphral eB5Y 0 access

Conveni ent. JTaNSCPaTHon;af Hhe head gayering mamber BEWAGIN tOMRrds TIR.FMIA § e ar o
stored i n paverébyBdt leastahlel majorityl dfctha pocketlig located entitebywvithin hadeaginovabl e
liner layer aide PACRd HeRdPEovérty Hembdr WRidH Gwillobe above a wearer's
eyebrows and will not contact the wearer’s head when the hat is worn, the
15 pocket having an access opening; and
a releasable fastener for releasably closing the pocket opening.

2. The hat as claimed in claim 1, wherein the pocket has an outer

layer, an inner layer, and a pull tab secured to the outer layer adjacent the

20 access opening for pulling by a user to release the fastener and open the
pocket opening.

3. The hat as claimed in claim 2, including first and second strips of
fastener material secured to the outer layer and inner layer of the pocket,
25 respectively, adjacent the access opening so as to face one another, one of
said strips comprising hook-type fastener material and the other strip
comprising loop-type fastener material for releasable mating engagement

with said hook-type fastener material.

30 4. The hat as claimed in claim 1, wherein the head covering member
includes an outer layer and a separate inner liner layer secured to the outer
tayer, the liner layer having an opening at a location spaced above said
peripheral edge defining said pocket access opening, and said inner and
outer layers are secured together along seams extending from said apening

35 to form said pocket.



and used as a separate bag for-storing larger-itens, while the hat can

still be 15 worn w t hout th ' The pocket of this
i nvention may be formed by por IBB?W mmmﬁg ting hat outer and
‘liner |ayer WORR¥ a hat has | ayer, si npF§IE§pensane

appropriately sewing the outer and liner |ayers together to formthree

si des of the pocket and providing an opening in the liner |ayer for
access to the 20 pocket. One exanphg.of this alternative is illustrated
in Figures 1-3. Alternatively a separate pocket | ayer may be sewn

bet ween the outer .ner. I n_an upvalent lLocati In this
case, the Iliner gygﬁi-. 'latﬁ'ﬁé# %I"K/‘a'Jg “&?Fﬂ%ﬁé%b? 5PveTaIL e 5%7%7 secur ed
to the butto'rnc&udesranwutelf layércansi @ separateeinner liner layer $agupedhtethmbutere pocket
and -| i ner 'avaf‘;fer{(aﬂaﬂtﬁétﬁ&k@gcéﬁ.\eﬂséwboséplaﬁata%ock@?aéa;rea Biiddef Whet O heavy

itens in the h

const ruct i on°&?"§@ﬁa‘?ﬁ?@%ﬁ'@ké‘?€ "r‘éﬂf lggerhhavmg apiareping Q’g@GFﬁﬁé/f%s‘?‘ﬁe i nner
surface & t pockettopenimgy appropri ate position, or may be rel easably
secured to the inner surface as in Figures 6 and 7. The i nner surface
of the hat may form_gne side of the paqck wi t.h a sin pi.,ece 30  of
materi al sewn to hé %rass‘ﬂ?‘mfée‘“tﬁ gn\“‘!ﬁé‘*‘%ﬁﬁ’@r' 9 davesiis SREUTBHC ket |

i f desired, o¢ shidouterdapér arayndthef periphdrabgdge of saitl hegd eoveririg mainbet. al

f ol ded and sewn along two sides to the hat as in Figures 4 and 5. If
desired, the pocket may have a wat eeHF.r gof liner layer so that the
cont ent s'®bf t he paeke'l'he hat asg; glgimad ip, clairpy 6; ﬁ”%ﬁ’?”\/\éﬂ’@h!!?erCMt'Fons and

al so can be pdditionaly sboured3b saidvater layer st the pravon of isaidk hats parti cul arly
desirabl e for pockets installed i n runner's or cyclists hats, for

exanple, or for hats used in_ wat prts such VO 97/ 24039
PCT/ US96/ 19396 8. The hat as claime in claim 6, wherein said liner layer is releasably

yacht i ng andseturédutof said.outer talyer,| arid isr selestively hemobvible dforh saidhatiteray be of
15 layer to form a separate bag with a pocket.

9. The hat as claimed in claim 8, wherein the liner layer has an outer
face, an inner face, and a periphery, and releasable fastener means
extending along the periphery of the outer face for releasably securing the

20 liner layer to the periphery of the outer layer with the inner face facing the
outer layer of the head covering member, and the liner layer being reversible
when removed from the outer layer to form a bag with the outer face facing
outwards and the pocket on the inside of the bag.

25 10. The hat as claimed in claim 9, further including a releasable
fastener member for releasable engagement with the releasable fastener
means on the liner fayer when configured as a bag to releasably close the
bag.

30 11. The hat as claimed in claim 10, wherein the releasable fastener
means on the liner layer comprises a first type of releasable hook and ioop
fastener material, and the releasable fastener member comprises an elongate
member having oppositely directed strips of a second type of releasable
hook and loop fastener material mateable with said first type of fastener

35 material, the elongate member having a slit extending along at least part of
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wi t hout departing fromthe scope of the invention, whic
the anRf n‘flﬁg h&t 8¢ &Bimed in claim 13, whev}%incé‘a% M:er layer is of loop-

type hook and loop fastener material, and said pocket has an inner layer of

hook-type fastener material for releasable attachment to said liner layer.

15. The hat as claimed in claim 14, wherein said liner layer is of
nylon tricot loop material.

16. The hat as claimed in claim 1, wherein the head covering member
comprises a single layer, the pocket has a peripheral edge, and the pocket
is secured to the inner face of said head covering layer around at least part
of the peripheral edge of said pocket.

17. The hat as claimed in claim 16, wherein the pocket is a separate
pocket having opposite sides, a bottom fold, and an upper opening, and is
secured to the inner face of said head covering layer by seams extending
along said opposite sides.

18. The hat as claimed in claim 17, including a pull tab secured to
said pocket adjacent said opening for pulling by a user to release said
releasable fastener for access to said pocket.
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-10- CLAI V5 1. A
hat:, "conpri si ng: a head covering nenber shaped for
formng a hdwogy?m?bvering 5 part of the head of a wear @cTases/iomsi ng a
first peripheral edge defining a head receiving opening, a front
portion, a rear portion, opposite side portions and a crown for
covering the crown of a wearer's head, |ts3e head covering menber
havi ng an outer face and an inner face; a pocket | ocated

at the inner face of t&§ L 10 the pocket extending

froma | ocation!® : =Y in the front portion
of the head cove diin ' o T Oway ds R o, 20 mhereb5 at

| east the mgjo 4 AR ORGIT ITEl Y\Wi t hin a dead

space of the /@d i Bg abovela wearer's

eyebrows andg/as ' ' adNwhen tthe hat is worn, the 1
5 “pocket Havi | 4.8 a rel easabl e
fastener fo ) Vo / 2. The hat
as cl ai med NGt ~ layer, an

i nner | ayer, y ET ps adj acent the 20
access openi g W Lo ;;¢/he fastener and open the
pocket openi n¥y 3. ' /”/ med in claim2, including
first and secoNd i/‘ f secured to the outer

pecti vily, adjacent the access
opening so as to fa
hook-type fastener nm

rel easabl e ygti ng engagenent

fastener mater r 2

hook-type fastener rmaterial. 30 4. The MR Qg in claiml
wherein the head covering nmenber i ncl udes gh pa er\\and 20
separate inner liner |ayer secured to the outerf
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| ayer, the liner layer having an opening at a |ocation spaced above said
peri pheral edge defining said pocket access opening, and said inner and
outer Iayers“ﬁﬁsgaﬁgured t oget her al ong seans extending from said opening

35 to formsard pocket. PCT/US96/19396

-11 - 5. The hat as clained in claim1, wherein the head
covering nenber I ncl udes an outer |ayer and a separate inner |iner

| ayer secured to the outer Iayer,zp%d t he pocket conprises a separate
pocket secured between the outer and inner layers, the liner |ayer

havi ng an opening for access to
The hat as clained in claim5
said outer layer around the N
10 ~ 7. The hat as/cl ai

et openi ng.

secured to said outer |aye
15 | ayer to form a separ alRyJi
as clainmed in claim§, mherein\
I nner face, and a periphery, afN
al ong the peripgﬁr of the out 4
l'iner |ayer tga '

t he '

FIG. 10

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)



outer |ayer of the head covering nenber, and the liner |ayer being

reversibl e when renoved fromthée outer |ayer to-ferm.a bag with the
outer face facing outwards and the pocket on t R@Dﬁw@p _ rag
25 — 10.- The_ hat as claimed in claim9, furthegrfed q:: B

ner nmenber for rel easabl e engage

AL e e

claim 10, wherein the rel easabl e fastener ' ayer
conprises a first type of rel easable hook and | oop g
and the rel easabl e fastener nenber conprises an_ge

havi ng oppositely directed strips of alsecond t}
and | oop fastener material nateable with said f
material, the elongate nenber having a slit extg

hook
r 35

BFOTY at | east part

of -12- its length
for access to the interior of the bag and a rel easabl e fastener
device rel easably closing the slit. 12. The hat as clainmed in

claim11 1, including waist st raps extendi ng 5 fromsaid el ongate menber
for securing the The hat as

ag e
claimed in claim V\ﬂré‘re%% tfs'h'é"' "1:8'\??‘;(P|1n Whersia the pockst fﬁtfrtﬂibgé" an
outer |ayer aM\mheg_qépsagf fadeohitha njmhemcognsxasqs hbe apeapef thedtriangular

pocket. -

20. The hat as claimed in claim 19, wherein the head covering
member comprises. a single layer and the pocket comprises a single,
triangular -shap_ed layer secured to the head covering layer, whereby the
pocket is formed between the pocket layer and head covering layer.

21. The hat as claimed in claim 20, wherein the head covering
member comprises a series of triangular panels having opposite side edges
secured to the adjacent panels to form seams, and the triangular pocket layer
has -opposite side edges secured along seams of the head covering member.

.22, The hat as claimed in claim 21, wherein the pocket layer is
permanently secured along said seams.

23. The hat as claimed in claim 19, wherein thé apex of the pocket
is located adjacent the crown of the hat.

.24,  The hat as claimed in claim 23, wherein the apex of the pocket
is secured to the crown of the hat.

il



i'nnei liner l'ayer secured to the outer layer, the liner |ayer extending

over at 10 | east part of the outer |ayer, said pocket is forned

separ at el—f rem sai d-head- - covering menber, and said pocket and liner

| ayer include interenﬂa%eable fastener neans. for rel easably securing
I

sai d pock [ ayer. ) f—as—et-atned in
claim 13, l !‘ ﬂ“lar | ayer is of |oop- 1 '%I&MI oop
of 0Q

fastener material, and said pocket has an inner | ayer k-type

fastener material for rel easable attachnent to sphid |dgl%EP| r.
15. The hat as clainmed in claim14, wherein said Iyner [ayer Ts fof

H

nylon tricot loop nmaterial. 20 16. |Th din claim
1, wherein the head covering nenber -13- conpriges a single |layerq, the
pocket has a peripheral edge, and the-pocket I's secured to the inner
face of said head covering |layer around at |east part of the

peri pheral edge of said pocket. 25 17. The hat as clainmed in
claim 16, wherein the pocket is a separate pocket having opposite
sides, a bottomfold, and an upper opening, .and is secured to the

i nner face of sai 8%headhe bates pimegddp qhgimdayehereinthe rgcket is trigngwlar saj d

opposi t ez si dgsd th@ closed end of theSpodkeér Bampiises! tdragek NofCtige Myidmgular
i ncluding a gull tt ab secured to sai d pocket adjacent said opening for
a

pul I'i ng by "to rel ease said rel easabl e fastener for access to
sai d pocket.

20. The hat as claimed in claim 19, wherein the head covering
2 member comprises a single layer and the pocket comprises a single,
triangular shaped layer secured to the head covering layer, whereby the

4  pocket is formed between the pocket layer and head covering layer.

21. The hat as claimed in claim 20, wherein the head covering

2  member comprises a series of triangular panels having opposite side edges
secured to the adjacent panels to form seams, and the triangular pocket layer

4 has opposite side edges secured along seams of the head covering member.

22. The hat as claimed in claim 21, wherein the pocket layer is
2 permanently secured along said seams.

23. The hat as claimed in claim 19, wherein the apex of the pocket
2 is located adjacent the crown of the hat.

24. The hat as claimed in claim 23, wherein the apex of the pocket
2  is secured to the crown of the hat.




13- 19. The hat as clained in claim1, wherein,th pocket

is triangular 2 and the closed end of the pocket conpri ses}@@
the triangul ar pocket . 20. The hat as clainme ‘,w I'ai m
Wwherein the head covering 2 menber conprises a single !s,;::r’;::

pocket conpri seP@Fi ngl e, wounmm%mo ANIayIeR Secur cNggy” t he head
covering |laver, whereby the 4 ocke ned between the pocket |ayer
and head Eﬂhﬂr‘%’ ICATION P USHEQPNDEFhTéiBn%&TEa‘Q' QAERATIONTREATYNPOD),

wher ei rtsnhenhmdm@velwmgioﬁ: menbel Coril inkRiStonh Bfblidaos Nhbel: ' | ANOW@ 97724039
panel s| hauysw 1ePposi t e si de edges Al |secured to the adjacent panels to
formsgans, and the triangul ar pockgt ||d43binterpationshBublicatiop Bagi:t e sildéﬂydwego‘lsm
secured al ong seans of the head coverring[nenber. Tetat

as ci af @iptermtiopal Apfiragion Nebrsr i n PEMESISSI0R ¢ (1) ﬂmmp Bzaemrsed
al oNg | BueRGRE Filing Date: 6 DecemBed 1996 GYBod Pt 2S %ﬁ@ﬁiﬁ;‘m
the apex of the pocket 2 Is | ocat ed adj acent:ru.tl,e.vcmn.m i, NO, NZ.PL,

24. Tzl,g?ﬂat: cI aimed in claim23, whefein Eﬁ%ﬁ%mmu m@kﬁggs’g Dég:
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(54) Tille: HAT WITH STORAGE POCKET
(57) Abstract

A hat {(10) has a storage pocket
m)mﬁcmsideofme hat which
is located entirely within a dead space
(30) at the front portion of the hat
extending from a location spaced above
a hat band (28) towards the crown of the
hat (10). When a hat (10) is wom, there
will be a dead space (30) inside the hat
(10} where the hat does not comtact the
wearer's head, which typically extends
from a location just above the hat tand
{28) tothecrownofthehat(l()).due to
the difference in curvature between the
wearer's head and the hat (10) itself.
By positioning a storage pocket (22) in
this area, unsightly bulges are avoided, as well as discomfort due to stored items pressing against the wearer's head.




