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FIGURE 1

(57) Abstract: Trace amount levels of non-volatile mercury in crude oil are reduced by contacting the crude oil with a water stream
containing at least a monatomic water-soluble sulfur species such as sulfides and hydrosulfides. The non-volatile mercury is extrac-
ted into the water phase forming a mercury rich wastewater, yielding a treated crude oil having at less than 50% of the original non-
volatile mercury level. The wastewater can disposed or recycled by injection into a reservoir. In one embodiment, the water stream
consists essentially of produced water.
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