ABSTRACT A process f ci ng propyl ene oxi de, which conprises steps
descri bed bel OWA\‘\\M\K\N\‘N\@‘ E concentration of isopropyl benzene
hydr oper oxi de i cont ai ni ng cunyl al cohol is 5 % by weight or

| ess when the epoxi d&#€¥8n step is conpl §hEckituPX sHBEE ODOSEEPentbet! 2O N
whi ch i sopropyl benzene is oxidized to obtarm Tsopropytbenzene

hydr oper oxi de, eplli p; a step in which isopropyl benzene

hydr oper oxi de obtmmmﬂmmum“mmmroxidation step is reacted with propylene to
obt ai n propyl ene oxi dgoe@®d cunyl al BBABRACEANd hydrogenol ysis step; a step
i n which cunyl al cohol obtained In the epoxidation step is subjected

to hydrogenol ysis to obtain isopropyl benzene, and said i sopropyl benzene is

recycled to the oxidation _step as a ram/natirial for the oxidation step.
A process for producing propylene oxide, which comprises

steps described below, wherein the concentration of
5 isopropylbenzene hydroperoxide in a solution containing cumyl
alcohol is 5 % by welght or less when the epoxidation step is
completed:
oxidation step; a step in which isopropylbenzene is
oxidized to obtain isopropylbenzene hydroperoxide,
epoxidation step; a step in which isopropylbenzene hydroperoxide
obtainedin theoxidationstepisreactedwithpropylene toobtain
propylene oxide and cumyl alcohol, and
hydfogénolysisstep:astepinwhichcumylalcoholobtained
in the epoxidation step is subjected to hydrogenolysis to obtain
15 isopropylbenzene, and said isopropylbenzene is recycled to the

oxidation step as a raw material for the oxidation step.



