A PORTABLE STORAGE CONTAI NER W TH CABLE MANAGEMENT

FUNCTI ONALI TY AND A METHOD FOR MANAG NG CABLES OF A
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In a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a portable storage container with
cable management functionality. The container includes: a case constructed from a
substantially rigid material with a first extent and a second extent in an adjacent relationship
therewith, the first and second extent each defining an interior space for the placement of at
least one speaker driver in at least one exient, the at least one speaker driver being
connectable through a cable with a connector, rear portions of the first and second extent
being pivotally coupled together, at least one extent having an extended rim along an edge of
the interior space, the rim defining a groove along the edge of the interior space, the groove
being used for receiving or aligning the cable, and a fastener for fastening edges of the first
and second extent. Preferably, the fastener includes a guide to feed the cable into the groove
when fastening the edges of the first and second extent. The adjacent relationship between
both extents may be side-by-side, substantially perpendicular, or any position in-between the

aforementioned. The fastener may be either a toothed or toothless zipper.
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embodiments of the present invention, the description being with reference to the

accompanying illustrative drawings.

For the drawings:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment when unfastened and standing
upright; .

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment during fastening;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of a rear portion of a preferred embodiment after complete
fastening; and

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the fastener managing a cable in a preferred embodiment.
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prevent, reduced or minimize damage to the at least one speaker driver 28 by isolating the
driver 28 such that any force exerted directly on the second extent 24 is significantly
dissipated before reaching the driver 28. The holder 26 may aiternatively be a foam molding
that may be able to hold the at least one speaker driver 28 in a predetermined position and
also significantly absorb impact force. The holder 26 may allow for movement of the speaker
driver 28. Exterior surfaces of the first 22 and second 24 extents may allow for the adherence
of interchangeable skins 23 for a varied external appearance. Figures 1 to 3 show a skin 23
with camouflage markings, but the markings may be of any design. The skins may be applied
adhesively on the exterior surfaces of the first 22 and second 24 extents or may be elastically
sheathed onto the exterior surfaces of the first 22 and second 24 extents.

Rear portions of the first 22 and second 24 extents may be pivotally coupled 34 together as
shown in Figures 1 to 3. The pivotal coupling 34 of the first 22 and second 24 extents may be
flexible, or may be substantially rigid and act as a structural piece for supporting the container

20 in an upright position. Figure 1 shows the unfastened container 20 resting on a surface.
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conn%éibr f} |se receivedt in a recepttor 48 that is included with the pivotal coupling 34. In such
a configuration where both extents 22, 24 are fastened together, the container 20 is easily
transported without the dangling of the cable 30. The container 20 may preferably be fastened
during transportation and unfastened during use. It should be noted that the groove 46 may
be able to accommodate more than one cable 30 and that the guide 42 may be able to feed
more than one cable 30 into the groove 46.

The preferred embodiment of the present invention also discloses a method for managing at

least one cable in a portable storage container ueing a fastener with a guide to feed the at
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Figure 2 shows how the cable 30 is progressively
coil ed around a peripheral edge 38 of the container 20
as a fastener 40 fastens both extents 22, 24 together.
The fastener 40 may be a toothed zipper (as shown), a
toot hl ess zi pper, or any other "sliding" type of
fastener. A toothed zipper may be preferable to a
toothl ess zipper as a seamfastened with a toothed
zi pper generally requires a greater force to be
separated. Referring to Figure 4, the fastener 40
includes a guide 42 for the cable 30. In a preferred
enbodi nent of the present invention, the second extent
24 may have an extended rim 44 along an edge of the
interior space of the second extent 24. The rim 44 nay
define a groove 46 along the edge of the interior
space of the second extent 24. The groove 46 is used
for receiving and/or aligning the cable 30 around a
peri pheral edge 38 of the container 20. The guide 42
on the fastener 40 feeds the cable 30 into the groove
46 when fastening edges of the first 22 and second 24
extents using the fastener 40. Figure 3 shows the end
of the fastening process, where the connector 32 is
received in a receptor 48 that is included with the
pi votal coupling 34. In such a configuration where
both extents 22, 24 are fastened together, the
container 20 is easily transported w thout the
dangl i ng of the cable 30. The contai ner 20 may
preferably be fastened



during transportation and unfastened during use. It
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groove when fasteni ng the edges of the first and
second extents. 2. The portable storage container as
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each extent for further includes a holder for the at least one speaker driver.

6. The portable storage container as claimed in claim 5, wherein the holder is able to
absorb reasonable or normal impact forces to prevent, reduce or minimize damage to the at
least one speaker driver.

7. The portable storage container as claimed in claim 5, wherein the holder allows for

the movement of the at least one speaker driver.

8. The portable storage container as claimed in claim 1, wherein exterior surfaces of the
first and second extent allow for adherence of interchangeable skins for a varied appearance.



of arelatively rigid material selected fromthe group
consisting of: wood, netal and plastic. 3. The
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ormal inpact forces to prevent, reduce or mnimz
12. daﬁ%@oriaweﬁwéagﬁtwnf@@gr as&?@ﬂ%@&l@é@ Tavherip theP'VOfPh%OUP"”Q of
the fipd sridedebendsiken@adgefocamppartimtathe eshitaileainraadiptidht pbsitiom 5,
wherein the holder allows for the novenent of the at
| east one speaker driver. 8. The portable storage
13. cohbapaigple §9rage£PHainen 3¢ daimedin plaimherherein tirtrépiabeoupling of
the fBstranacesonafextdng tlugds & RsteSEICRNthetothAdtioralHeAVihé @bntainer is
fasteggyer ence of ‘interchangeable skins for a varied
appearance. 9. The portable storage container as
clainmed in claiml1l, wherein the rigid material of the

14, c awe lrzrnabrs @rosagte RentgiRet Rtfafm&NE bigiFet whBrelnfe GORA& iMRIes a
e storage container as clained in claim

gu'delmf%ﬁ%lre ‘:%ﬁlre "h% h@é’n‘%ogr ner is in a configuration

sel ected fromthe group conprising: fastened and
15. Unfl'ﬁegﬁ(ﬁtﬁﬁg stor]alge cIhEnaek R R rﬁ&l&halgﬁht%@rﬂtﬂﬂs' fﬂﬁéne@fs selected

rom Fctadtp cpisheag S Bt raren Aot B cabriand P Sbpgne
position. 12. The portable storage contai ner as
16. Cl @héTFdrltale st%ra@b rkaindVie rc%ln{bdtrm@anlﬂ' 1V\93F1<§'L:rn %Lb'él:érﬂgax%ﬁt is for

seco extents iIs supportin
the ﬁé%’ﬁ'ﬂ“ﬁ“tréra q%H'C%ﬁelﬁﬁ?‘?gﬂ‘P “ib%grf"t”? B‘H"F’”i'@g EPrﬁ\? dig i g"/%?r'fbIae"ortab'e
radiogtrer agbe elepbaener as clainmed in claiml1l, wherein the
pi votal coupling of the first and second extents

i ncludes a receptor for the connector when the
17. Comeapﬂ@blei gtoqag%tcerﬁ@la_er as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least one

speaker driver is connected to receive input selected from the group comprising: audio
signals, power and a combination of audio signals and power.

18. A method for managing at least one cable in a portable storage container comprising:
sliding a fastener with a guide to feed the cable into a groove, wherein the groove is along an
edge of the container.

19. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the portable storage container includes
at least one speaker driver.

20. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the portable storage container is able to
contain a device selected from the group comprising: a media player, a portable radio tuner
and a mobile phone.



14. The portable storage container as clained in claim
1, wherein the fastener includes a guide to feed the
wa@awesisnt o t he groove. 15. The portabl e st or aPer/sG2007/000015
container as clainmed in claiml1, wherein the fastener
Is selected fromthe group consisting of: a sliding
fastener, a toothed zipper and a toothl ess zi pper. 16.
21. Théhpuethathpe cleimeday daigot® wherein thesfagtergr ireselécteddtoai tre droup
consWhef & dsiiliRg F8RAGNE tRIHe Rbpdr Santl @liodikiéssRIpp&eeENt  of a
device sel ected fromthe group conprising: a nedia
pl ayer, a portable radio tuner and a tel ephone. 17.
The portabl e storage container as clainmed in claim1,
wherein the at | east one speaker driver is connected
to receive input selected fromthe group conprising:
audi o signals, power and a conbination of audio
signals and power. 18. A nethod for nanagi ng at | east
one cable in a portabl e storage container conprising:
sliding a fastener with a guide to feed the cable into
a groove, wherein the groove is along an edge of the
container. 19. The nmethod as clainmed in claim18,
wherein the portable storage container includes at
| east one speaker driver. 20. The nethod as clained in
claim 18, wherein the portable storage container is
able to contain a device selected fromthe group
conprising: a nedia player, a portable radio tuner and
a nobil e phone.21. The nethod as clainmed in claim18,
wherein the fastener is selected fromthe group
consisting of: a sliding fastener, a toothed zipper,
and a toothl ess zipper.



