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Abstract 

The object is, in a product such as a consumer electronics product provided 

with various functions, to simplify a processing structure that arbitrates contending 

5 requests to be outputted from the respective functions to a device, thereby improving 

the maintainability and expandability. Operation requests outputted from respective 

function execution parts 12 are inputted each to a phase predetermined for each function 

execution part 12 among a plurality of phases of a middleware part 20. The 

middleware part 20 generates an operation request being the result of arbitrating the 

10 contention of the operation requests inputted, in the phases sequentially starting with the 

first phase and in accordance with predetermined arbitration information, and supplies, 

as input, the operation request generated, to a next phase. A device control part 30 

controls an operation of the device in accordance with an operation request generated in 

a last phase. 
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