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Abstract

Wire clamp with piezoelectric actuator and method and apparatus for applying a preload

force to the piezoelectric actuator

Disclosed is a wire clamp, comprising: a clamp body; a pair of arms coupled to the
clamp body; and a piezoelectric actuator having a longitudinal axis extending between a
first end and a second end, the actuator being coupled to, the pair of arms at the first end
and to the clamp body at the second end. The second end of the actuator is coupled to
the clamp body by a preload mechanism for applying a preload force along the
longitudinal axis, and the preload mechanism comprises at least one wedge having an
inclined surface which is slidable over a mating inclined surface. Also disclosed is a
method of applying a preload force to a piezoelectric actuator of a wire clamp, as well

as a jig for applying a preload force to a piezoelectric actuator of a wire clamp.
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