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WD 2009/ 094509PCT/ US2009/ 031784 | NVENTORY- BASED

PAYMENT PROCESSI NG SYSTEM AND APPROACH Fi el d of the

I nvention 5The present invention is directed to
transaction processing and, nore specificall to an
WO ME'And processing system that aut omat i %@E’P?"”’””s“
processes payabl e aspects of inventory-based
transactions invol ving buyers and service providers.

BAKENPORY-BASES PA VIENT PROCESRING SYSTEN ANDIAPPROACH
transactional I nteractions between buyers o

utility-type services and others involved in the

exchange of products for purposes of conmerce have
typical ly been | abor aritieldiofthe Invention e, General |y,

t he pr fana S n

busi n (;121 g %geﬁfr?ttn?%g hav gh%g%&ntb undul %dngﬂ}ﬁ%egﬁg%\ﬁng mare specifically, to
i aneuflitiog ewd proassiog systomythet @memaallmscesmnagtbh@smu of

t. R can be

ﬁg%%' Iarﬁ Eurdgﬁso Rh%% €6¢ §§M$#£ékhﬁ particul ar
organlzatlon contracts and otherMAse does busi ness

with a |large nunber of suppliers/service providers,

t he organi zati on typicallaﬁﬁﬁggwgﬁteract with each

suppl iOpefatienal ne@ageirei cfxonieavhahandteinyictiogd] ilésadtions Bgween

the di [,Si of these interacti ns i ncy ea , the

R ers ol Sy bipe dersises @ nthest toqolird 1 e Raherias oLppgaucis for purposes
tdfaedingte &afayﬁbalynﬁm ber d@id&inibeiﬁ&nsf'w Qbdnefally, the processes of
exacer bat ed. g|V|duaI i nteractions between buyers

dnRpeging Wesgctmné piErTs businesAnfities hawe beraadyly @ardsr}some and

spegbiitc contracts, paynent rules and other financial
processing characterlstlcs For exanple, certain
ser vi &&r pARK Arawnzations, megemng edimpkins accopptypayebletbusisesy

NictidAy Habe Qx%ul‘éﬂ:}'r Bﬁrﬁe ?ﬂé%ﬁd &}é*lﬁrv&%ﬁ Bﬁ&ﬁl%rgmzatmn

payrrent to partl cul ar I NancCl a institution
saymastsand ﬁﬂ?&f"ﬂﬁe dnes brngsawith a dargguaymber af samlhm/smwce providers,

¢ S MR PN BRSO ol Ml Sl omop,
dndividnal hasis t Avthe divessity pLthosrintaraciemsiincrqasgsnthn butden amd cost

t I ' track.
%ggrg) @gegﬁ@ﬂ'ls %%gigé i ?%cfrlér{g at%k%n[sglog%gea&%%n%% récrtlrcr)ln% is e}g(acerbated
whet hérdidded ldt@actxons Bamaénl tewyers an@mm&i prﬁmﬂerp aterofieh characterized

nd urate is.na nor
3 i Sopi, bl B0 o ol LR AR Chb iy For
Richthpla.gertaia S&Gicabﬁﬁhd&tstﬂ%ﬁﬁ@tﬁfefpambﬁtycmﬂ gidh dsiaglet Sayment due
within a particular time period, payment to a particular financial institution or payment in a

particular currency. In addition, certain service providers may require different payment
terms for different contracts. Entity-specific and transaction-specific variances in payment
terms can be particularly difficult to manage and track. '

For various transactions, the process of determining whether a seller or suppliet’s
request for payment is valid and accurate is made even more complex when the payment
request (e.g., invoice) contains recurrent billings associated with specifically-identifiable

items associated with the buyer. For instance, utilities such as communication utilities

(e.g., a communication circuit) are often billed on a cyclic basis. When bills are carried

over and/or payment is delayed, tracking these bills and their payment becomes difficult.
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itens associated with the buyer. For instance,
utilities such as communication utilities (e.g., a
comTunl cation circuit) are often billed on a cyclic

asis. \Wen bills are carried over and/or paynent is
W@Izﬁgﬁé’a“s“?rackl ng these billssand their pay 9’{‘{{152009/031784
beconmes difficult. WD 2009/ 094509PCTM52009/ 031784 2
In addition, when a transaction reaches the paynent
st ep, Thiadditich, atheh 8 Sthhdatiionaaschéohe fayinient stey, finadclal @stitutions for
t transacti nmust .interact with each, ot Thi s all

BT 1 B R T e SO ot dBirapet S vpically

aﬁs@l%sa!oh@m aofeeinehtagid asgai&ohmattfa@nﬁ{eeﬁe ©dnsfey BﬂﬁundsAtAt
times, there can he delaﬁs i.n paynment or disputes

r @ges Herrsan e ﬁ%laﬁfmp pr difmes degardiegfermas qffpagment. In addition,
PIhRGRSRs 18 hizhGMideeis € RroP! fatdrR:i8h bHipletil] ea@,caﬂmor, as well

coaneX|ty, del a and error, as well as a nultitude of
osstianulitide atetheri m’a@snatﬁfss of teansastion mynyaymmpst@aﬁ 0&@91{6 parties
fi %ah%%lagﬁ&?w%?ll&{lﬁ ons agt{3| nlfleué n?&lg{r;%&%{?ﬁo u nds

Most  iiokd stdnstssc m eultﬁnmr@e@mmd ALYy ¢St snthgamy thegefore important.
Sﬂ}{rh.nQ e cg h grre g Gtgd A druEfrflon as n’c/'}qggeﬁue 1% dﬁ&él\fr%eﬁ%?tgé from
are or reduction as no'revenue'i's

mnmnateeﬂe furotionk0 Hatvever] sintiaisirativefcosic dssonisted mhmmmercxal

dmnlstratl C ssoci ated with, conmerci al - .
iratradtn v bl ipRs f TREr FLEE Fttont PO O ppgnt with widely
cdiffigitdatausi ness environment with widely diffiised

(rjrgtn ZQ é@g%}oavg%\ég eg:gg %}%Iwgft{e%gll ; mswl cu te#ggtsalng C(tJ(I;]rSination of business
t FRREAEAS VS plRINEIRERSRAEEde AUNTIoBI hhllchpesi8 basifess eftities involved
chal | enges to business entjties involved 15 in various

a8 yaiaqus agrects of Hansagtioghduclipding arapyts Ryelle AtPecth arfeshes.
aspects and others. Summary The present
invention is directed to overconm ng the :
above- nenti oned chal | enges Ssmmayvhers rel ated to the

types 19 pAcui ‘ﬁﬁzént?d?lqs &ﬂ?é?:'tédCtﬁBbé}Eb?niﬂ% HeUBSRAMBRNE Afflenges

in ot her "0 applications rese invention Is
exdficisirelated tonthe typesbiedevises meh@ﬁom disstissed alepve and in other

AR, SO g S HTARE D Bl

mppbmtwmsomnfaﬂhdrmt aanpa}méhblopfr ocessi ng syst em
processes nent fo

a Sa
Cuuppt Porod i R gl SABRRE bE isPT Infbfborn apomped
qlafaeit pesedsthgGystei) (pﬂﬂ:ﬁssmlpﬂyﬂfemsibr ttmasﬁont mvbolvinglasypplier and a
5 for one,or more of |nve I itens
By o PR GOV B PR PO HOP g oGPPG o B, B buyer
[T Giieg n@?@oﬂh@bdy&eﬂglrﬂifﬁh&gf 1ifeﬁfs trhamg,aﬁ pio@idss inforMationigcluding

t he buyer and sel ected sell audi t rpcesso
SORFIEL Ty BFiEEg ab awdfine e %Hgnw%nﬁ i}itkfe Buiyer and selocted

R NA S duddhiebRbdor Rldif %%m*éé‘&etfanblzﬁﬂt@ﬁh (hdtrelied Qﬁyxﬁents) on

prOV|d ed auditing rules, d facilitates paynment to

lalbof cagly uyseusing: thef byperis Rf@wéqdowﬂﬂ@g P! fpeiditates pajaent to
93%5 bi ﬁg%le%gzle&’é@m% hBRADE] 'uﬂ»g:l\%H ‘ﬂ’l fh@ gar’ﬁgulglemﬂlsacu\’iﬂ Béing audited

I ndi cates paynent 1s %hlate
fegorwhen the aydit indineles priyenentds am@prcaée)) e payosot @igadndidlaed

0 RRPI ARG o UG Rkl B 185OUP Bl LAKEBREY Yems,

plafimeelrtly thespantiobdar buyer for which payment is made.

In connection with other exampie embodiments of the present invention,

: .maintenance service-based transactions are processed via an automated transaction
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In connection with other exanple enbodi nents of the
present invention, maintenance service-based

transactions are processed via an automated

t ranszct ion WO 2009/ 094509Mr/ 1752009/ 031784 3

HehH ? system According o one such enb8§TTEHPo031784
such a transacti on managenent approach involves the
processi ng of financial aspects of a transaction using

t mamgamEntepsten Ascc&dingtn’ @teedclvéntfodamdntysech 4 wansaatidh manggement

the tr n_and any soc Late

iR SO B sBREnE o SRARE Rivkfls oy RisRE&ipp ising transaction
IRileéshsdvtiate fndthi dw@eﬁbbhﬁl@ingttﬂe Hansdtioh el @ftasfvciated invoices. A
inventory data by auditin tra ac qQns rel ative

t BFOPTONN AITBREPMeRt RI0GCst frans B Oy Bpiselig @ elated set
V@fﬁ%nid%? dhth B afifingOfe BRRbHRSS ﬁaluﬂw@ tP®sht 69 Ahth 36iresphding to an

the transaction, by proceSS|ng payment i n response

t wwé% to whigh Hye teapsastion spliss Fdstaredsontjagt data fefihe aansagiion, by
0 [ L
ool B s fohiatnd-t Ry o ssing  roscssifh RS against oneor
c@ﬂmﬁ@hmthgtr@lséﬁmm s (alone 10 and in various
conbi f
ond e %rg#ﬂec% f?l’téﬁ;l?? ﬁtﬁgf&%ﬁ fﬁﬁ g?é%?ﬂ%%ﬁﬁ%%égﬁﬂgc‘ El@x!ﬁ’énts (alone
sa,mlrin wgricmé corhbingion} efsuch trmachmmamts{smstenﬂm Inejhods and
Qfﬁt@%ehf' | lustrated enbodi nrent or every
| np ene ion of the present invention. The figures
and defteiabed sumaery cnittholxetdnamvémioh Gumnorixtendpdi it deseribgreagh

eﬁgg%lp Igﬁ%wagxmsegt gr%glgrhlgq% atﬁ%?rb th%{;fe%gl JI%%% I | O[hlé) I‘lgures and

Cpigileg HedcHptithctRat $b10Bembie paeitaiadle krénmplty tHesd disbod@rhéitd. ed
description of various enbodi nents of the invention in
connection with the acconpanying draw ngs, in which:

20FI G 1 shows an qm@mﬁonaﬁ@h@pmﬁﬂgﬁp for

transacti on managenment, accor gdé n exanp
enbom%mvewoqrﬁ@f 'ﬁﬁ@%réﬁf’mplr‘?%h ftood in consud?r@fwlzof the detailed
SELeMhtiBn bF NotE SEERIERE of thaRS&ftHoh PN AR HithGhe accompanying
according to another exanple enbodi rent of the presen

i dryrwings, dmwhighd FIG 3 shows an approach to

audi tigg, Py a&m etbh ahhxp,srx&% b RRSAELA %ﬁaéeﬁfentzg’ccordmg
buyers, accordi ng t anot exanpl e enbodi nent” of

po @8 exampilnerebrdinent ok [peesettténvientiemt i on is anenabl e _to
vario ;

b o41OTE A9k AR AL IR b L e RER b
tixamplegmbadichend dflthdygresent invention; and

FIG. 3 shows an approach to auditing payment for utility-type transactions for

buyers, according to another example embodiment of the present invention.

‘While the invention is amenable to various modifications and alternative forms,
specifics thereof have been shown by way of example in the drawings and will be
described in detail. It should be understood, however, that the intention is not necessarily
to limit the invention to the particular embodiments described. On the contrary, the
intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within the spirit

and scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims.
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described in detail. It should be understood, however,
that the intention is not necessarily tolimt the
invention to the particular enbodi ments described. On
the contrary, the 30 intention is to cover all
NOAPYEA? ons, equi val ents, apd al t ernati ves PFEUSHIGY031784
wWthin the spirit and scope of the invention as

defined by the appended clainms. WO

2009/ 094509PCT/ US2009/ 0Hdiafiéd Pespiptiohed Descri ption

The present invention. is Ieved. to be applicahle to

a var i Beprasntanyentonis Pelffgyﬁigo l?fraprﬁge&e?ivgtﬁ% P@@@g@%@ws of
aiRchsARDAR PRIERIg ARP AR nt HPadlRS, 408 85 Kl Rfinll & Reparticularly
particularly useful for applications involving the

pisefid & iappficafions ayvebring the proesiingob payaresb sHehsasfanAspeusts payables,
oS 8P buyRf o a AUNGELdH fwﬁléﬁaépéﬁ& f'rﬂ@ntio shé nE‘éb%ilarily
present I nveéntion I's not necessari Yy Imted to suc
alppitestio lvech appmethss,adeweaspestsoff thehnvdntior may be aprageidied through a

aﬁ?cﬁ?s?é@%&&&%%ﬁﬁle?u&ﬁ(ﬁit U3$he Bl co\ﬁ?ektso us exanpl es

usi ng ese an er c ext’s. ccording to an
exanpliscentingdd ae atangfle ¢rhisodimes efithe ipreseni inventiona a transaction
transacti o rqcessi ng..system i ncl udes a udi.t,ar .. .
SHEreRanS frREm ehies ap S0o¥ Rl hrkanter=of vaih S iastguipns and
1dhe @ Moy traildctioh patieat malitinatans@tiotsind prstedsingcpayment functions
AL o B B P Aol o RIS anclor goods)

otk dr b ipRBEdet. T audB6 eniziie SespHitlk &6 provideSihvditedByautomatically

praqvi der. The, auditor .engine responds tq provjder . .
| Wismg eamg o Al Rt sash inveir @n%a%ﬁn%@rﬂ tetefnre) 1p pccordanty with bysiness

| OO bSeRi AR Flil RV PRI brah RS B A8 S herdapfe STzl e pit¥iild information
busi ness” rul es specifying rules for the transaction _ .
amecifigioame opmercdnsastian parties: YWhesrthe auditds sichessiubthejayditor engine
Sl 0Bl B o BERBEAAY 080 b Fama ot
tihdicatinglasnécgssiul endib (fopsepesn el of ahiavoige)y wherp yuchprejyded

ravi di | j i ndj ' successful audit
?g%%%gﬁgs %@g%ihf%%ﬁg%{o{bg{)/‘%?gc%a?,&e ere such provided
i nf or Mmtheeremnplifginh sebodimehty preseded lergin,dheyslitpugngmgtcan be

In th L fyi i : t L .
ahed BT e 56 O PR R RO £ Qe S Bl cplt Bamsaction
qboeehl ppymodnt foe sdmé ar afiadfiadranfaction)vathamiaventory nfitenis sachted

tr. ti h f || qf .
PR BRreg e i SvePRventory gt neperkoadas s drpmeible goods
YM'tr ﬁ)l‘bp%ﬂﬁ, obﬂ%é&ilitang&ﬁe ﬁ‘ftx_’i&{ﬂés&)fr qthﬂiti%ﬁltbfﬁr)éxamgté,&hﬁ appro&dh is useful
item zed catal og or |ist, of tangible goods or | ]
dorapang thal fundt dre A5posiaticoyiLh An PTABic IS VGRIOENLYPP itpras Metehing

FRhsRE¥RA his bt BRENER WhclcSppiafiath, thomathsy bf diefeichfdspects
funds are associ ated with an appropriate

i liapritespy compproniing it 2 RastieanTEsastion WHA 48 fveRery it Hpyentory
gﬁﬁ? Zﬁag'iﬁﬁfﬁ&e}’ﬁf ex e, DaRRRLPRIuiR Rt adsb8atbRIAR (4}, Blned or

rent aspects or Iine itens corresponding to a )
waeteied by hihe beyensenarticyiar wiaonnting dlassifipationya paréenlar manufacturing or

IISELL Pcktion of the buyer, or other item corresponding to an inventory of items that are

the subject of transactions for the buyer. In this regard, an inventory may include several
inventory items, in one or more tiers relating to a particular buyer and/or item relating to
that buyer (e.g., a particular piece of equipment may belong to an inventory for a business

location that belongs to an inventory of business locations for a particular buyer entity).
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items may include, for exanple, particular equi pnent

associated with (e.g., owned or operated by) the

buyer, a particular accounting classification, a
articul ar manufacturing or business |ocation of the
QRPOE ot her item correspoanding to an i nvERTGFAPOBIIT4
itens that are 30 the subject of transactions for the
buyer. In this regard, an inventory may include

sever gh sdﬂ%/@ilﬁ»liedtisgné,&@’@dit?ﬂ’bngﬁe c@i‘ieﬂ“latt endtdh@gSfufictiont prig to
to_ a particul ar buyer and/or itemrelating . to that, .
b'f@g@pg eér_aﬁs_a’ctz(.)dl @a HIVPKCE 1@3@@@11@*\7\7%&15 ﬁg‘?ﬁ cc“zﬁ)gers information
Qg%%nﬁiﬁg fthé RMRAL wexfag@eaa pAE A Ryt HINd P ad #ddice may

bel ongs to an inventory busi ness | ocations for a -
pesintain differens ppisnent approgohes fopgjfferent equipment or for different goods or
%QR'?J&Q AP ﬁ%ﬁé&%@gﬁ AR08 Trthis regard, i} R engine uses the
applications, the auditor engine carries out matching
froatdiingtogdgutifioapprapriatediuditing appreacherstaese fon ayditing inveitese

and its _pa ) ?@?r%iﬁﬂ i L. ' S

i nfor rIrna c|Pﬂclaéln H g‘%}rﬁg spo i g Egg%i%eﬁtﬁ%g %ﬁl iﬂ?—% FoER gﬁ%?ren,l Ve

padfor payngentsiforyeparticulldréteimt and adits anorentinneige a@"u;st & inventory

I.fferent ynment. approaches for different equipnent .
Josus O pikd<Bnlg JORLE 7 b5 R ot R o PP RIEEE bervice
Febidstto Sthedifle fepyiitive Mnaintenahts ¥pohegaipienttdhe gaangiof equipment

engi ne, uses the tchin o ideqntjfy .appropriate

DI SHpHBAEIOE VAL SLRmEEY i PR (o pcere) or for other
iR QERIRPhAiSBAARE SWHER 8n RVEicE iseceiRE ifdten Ghdtdnce 6SscBétiled

i nventory of prior invoices and/or, paynents for a

peiRtERAir the audiine speinarertses the BPFHEME i TRABIE Bisipphitdompares
ahe InRYEONVRR YnrfbinkiBh Yo thORe MBS Hi8NHGhE céxﬂﬁ@ﬂs&?ﬁaﬁ‘i&wdlve, for

buyer that contracts with a mainténance service 10,
sravplactswinedbaprgvicesly-dpyeiced (apd/onpaid) raginigaance peice is not

%%h&gg%aﬁrm&e HBYRcObr &Q%@mﬁa &g@g&%ﬁuh{brwm@g rate in a

nmore of "a variety of manners), r ilities (e.g., i
| campentdiasroéde ineonfirpensutatecwith previgus paguent ampunision bidngyetss. In this

AR I HAEh e S S ESSE ul el MIRLAAGR (Bldepsment in
tsimailqy mexenérs tvarigionminsssessed fedssr othyr chathecostaremay he specified by

i nvai ¢ i.th i nformt.i Lh.the inyentory history. The
e e Bivena SRS g bhsiess BNGTN ek piteie. DOV, e

pr evi Mnisdnyiedtion avithadmé amthbdimepa; e awditionérpieranditsipangactions using
i,S nqt erroneous| id nmore.than once,.or,_ensurin .
(ONAE 5P QBRI il S81GH EomCL IRt R per ikt T oyt being
| aB@IAC Fot ExaGRIEYRASHE BlyRr WetbihifsaNit @ partivainBtitra@ (R R DS invoice
or billing rates. In this regard, inventory histor

e ihe ontraey hepaiRls FSPaciS thrsRUYER/h SR T atithorizaton to the

WAGIESrRAYIAR Mhe BufferdmS) hil @hotiRNAEEking Vi b dhya8RkSTohdition has been
assessed fees or other characteristics

S9, O] ) as_may be .
spricuph aschypdioning tha p seryisr aF 299dyisfcgpiablen Biis ppyeplesepdition may

2Bty By BUMPIE KPard dHiRSinOicd'S¥ab aPbohlofan invoice sdch as a line item that
él%ZE@%lonIﬂfﬁﬁ sone gnﬁgdineﬁ?s,Otﬁemgﬁ%??%?ceﬁa?neelmn ¢

_ aclates the paginlacserdessorigepdhdetermnead t hp aeceptalje (41er Whire A partial

| . . hle o
SV s LA, 0B Bl s WSy oo
det paticulascontvat itevolyanrg the thyaer aglorses the recgivedpayabla condition

invai ce.for, the contrac has abl e e :
sy Bigh Ol oSBT @ R PR Sy RBRE Bogbl ouia be
aide ! Wpapheittén belhadd) theanditengina shtemitizhlly procesdésqalma on

t hat bl e.condi tion has he t h as.b
et e oS eoReiacia wBite PomstBRABAICE i s

.z -payable condition may apply, for exanple, to an entire
" k.nvoice or to-a portion of .an invoice such as a line

“eitemthat ‘relates the particular service or good

determ ned to be acceptable (e.g., where a partia
performance i s deened acceptable). The auditor engi ne
mat ches the paynent authorization 30 to a particul ar
contract involving the buyer and uses the received
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WD 2009/ 094509Per 11JS2009/ 031784 6 Wien a
transaction is successfully audited (e.g., approved

for paynment), the auditor engine interacts with a
financial |nst|tut|on for the buyer for tenderin
BaAEM4P one or nore providgrs (e.g., servf ggU%@mmnrm4
goods prOV|ders) on behalf of the buyer and, where
appropriate, indicating what the paynent is for. In

SOMe aWRbd £@4dsAdn i HESBsARY Midued & PrpPied for Qﬁft@é’n the auditor
services such as_utility servjces generally related to

eveingyinteiRgls svitharfingpgipl ipgtigfion;for (e Prgfer £05 fAopering Raggent to one or
t AERGrSRlN &%, F&BRrYde%‘? BSods de?@oﬁﬁ,mémge and, where

servi ces, suc as for “machi nes, “vehi cl es or ot her

i alr@mm@qmdncamg What herpayment ayfof.r fmpma iepplisatigns cthese service

S o¥1d&§ %ffelF Sefviced ]gl?chaeg %rﬁﬁtg%grv{cgg ??ﬁﬁg%{ore?@r}g C\Mltglrlﬁ'
oné or nore of a varl nne

aqugitxem altni othes apilicatidnegbese sevins smsrskrk dffer mmmece-type services,

grOV|d %gFQﬁ%E;Qe¥iendepﬁgﬁk é§ﬂ$§3§ﬁ§§% h@ﬁMmmme

tdemicBCt i ons processed on behalf thereof. Wth these

exanp rapsacti on art . can be assessed

XD Bk eSS By Brocterd, PaRadtiohe oaf of TR R Vefig 8f manners.
| MG bpyilichinme) the fes @ lavdested B Rwictairovidss r seussdeeing of
above. | n sone enbodlnents when credjt is. extended

FRAFIIGRYReRE- 1motBer Iawwses, fogp i astryer o jersfanibe fpnsactions

| f6edtcaQR bm%bﬁ 'Wﬂh {Hag dxeBles,Snp %Hﬁ@éﬁon(lﬁrtﬁ can be assessed
sponsoring the buyer's paynent) underwites the

et shechye ll?ﬁlédﬂth exqgmiples of such pariss wgludige bppgs or service
;ﬁ}gﬁﬁ% g§ #15&5@8 dp&oet ?ﬂ%ﬁn%kn%odﬁﬁ&ﬁé whe¥ghi€isRRAIAS f@r payment
ssesse or external nancial I nstitutions, a part
ofn hehalf of ebuyenp ﬂ@enmdmﬁtln@r@n andegaritingthe Ruysr' S PEEBeT -2

fsl%ﬁrésr%ylhéple%ﬂ n%r@%’ IJI?Z{ r&nﬂrﬁs{hg gyétg?sg(ﬁl (gf L?géea}tt % Ie g }s assessed for

ah@mnmnm qndnet:ﬁemlqnmﬁ coatliti Whehe feasiaro mesessed ﬁn@s@s@l figpncial
b ORI R A TOEAL B Lo ot
agipiiecofee pastel to chiecftliahciedih@itngtionn Iiathik mgaié,rbmymtmd@r provider

CARRS b o Beaas e BERSLQ b eV o e
QisBefodos€ taaiclibd potddging hel, Wharsapioptite, cretitcarnsion kah

wi t h apot her exa enbodlnent 0

YT igs ?"WH@SQ% g ploreg s EoBrY pelgfEe Cg’rflfﬁY‘ﬂ?’Fﬁed
L RrEBRLdIAE chb atlothéraiedsdikins theframagmnt i cul ar
buyer or group of related buyers to characterize

t r enddn ePIgEtRWilseese 3Pl fanhofdiunrsh et the RS VaRtaRgthe
LDRASR LG ARG FRkIaRRRAO mBORMDréesRH RS s for a r_partlcl.ﬂ.'a:r

assocl ate buyer itens Into inventory categories.
ehvaipsIT @roupeE trlatechpiiyersdm shesadiasivs trerls of ofisr #peaiF afrthe ?mﬁacﬂom

Qnd %l%% {Hose giﬂﬁﬂteﬁatfoﬁﬂo 5’1@ '%r' VierARS bﬁ&t@ @uy\@rtlt@m@ into
mal nt efnance transacti on groupe Into an
| inveatnry categofies. et mam;gie,rmumxmmme@npmaﬁos apartiowar, Mhiemce

SpSHBLAG BRingR et d BlinBHRANE nsalor HEy bo grouped into an
ﬁﬁvehﬁaryj bﬁrecurﬁugummtdnm tahsotismc Snch grouEngmay be affected, for
i nterval . As a eci fic inst f a. T
SPRPIechy: e eSO JERERSEL PR IR RATIAR ke pRticulsr ipyigs line item
e¥anPaQ parnfodt ey, transactions are processed for a
buyer t hat omns thre

€S .0
2005/ SASEIRRGSF B LRI @QEﬂ%‘i‘r&?ﬁeF’P?{‘&tng&P e or more

re%&ﬁy\é embBErS AR ABIcb AN SR cBedrof #biliyjeR ﬁaab@»%s&hre@@%es of
sy Nl S
~.Uipoutine mai ntenance, the transaction processor

oring paynent for transactions involving the

identifies the recurrence and sel ectively groups those
three pieces of machinery into a comon inventory. In

applications where the inventory grouping is desirably
nore 5 specific, the transaction processor further
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or processes other invoices, such as those for
non-routine nmai ntenance or other itens correspondi ng

to the equipnment. In this regard, the inventory may be
attributed to a financial inventory, with grqu ‘%
WOIAWH8h financial categorigs. 10In some FPCI/USZ09/031784
applications, paynent nade on behalf of buyers is
underWW|tten by a financial institution and/or an

At thef alit B ive BN Sdfelrh e itinds 658 fMEinShaise Wpoh oaitokng
|nstances the underwiting is effected to provi de an

maﬁe&ﬁmﬁmﬂ@h@@@}asﬁhwuwmeW?’ ffAnsACHioR pocessor
(Qedifie ﬂfc r%éuﬁ?ﬁl%'aﬂ @& g%@?ﬁﬁké’ﬁ%%mﬁ:@s" of@na%ﬁink@rmto a
rs n

or se er 1 nstances, the undermmltln%
ecfomamnsuvén@nry aln applicatibnswhase the dtvepiorycgreeping s dasblymore
beakl & transac%;hg p%@gs%rvﬁu %Fouﬂy ¥R thel 1Bt AR ank on of
SEFVTEE Drov: anc ng accounts payab
meOI&SI'fOlythd! threefpiarss wma@nsry iazawsmln mm*mfy, and Separately directs

e bty pTRiC oA oy o e o fems

| ¢driekpoading gathe eqdifr@enintiethistredaird) ghenayenkoey afaf{ betitisitgd toa -

assessed ai nst one.or _nore tr nsac arties, for
Vﬂ“i’g}% with.erpupings WP&% Pi‘éf’gegt geﬁ nderwite
its pahkbmé ﬂs’}iﬂbaﬂ%ﬂy %ylﬁexﬂ &Eat:‘lb 6h BéHalf@jf bﬁﬁ:rs iB uhdiewritten by a
transacti on proce33|ng syste

i ipsneigipstiutionand/opan %H?Eﬂt?fdaf ﬂ&{&}ﬂﬁ?é‘ftlpgprgaegﬁpg §ysiegn. In some
r asnead tleundBraditin B Y dffedicll RproFiae biy auhhctha ﬂmm@er Wil make a

aut hori zi ng paynment for a transactjon to which._f

a‘rmlﬂm phvrean (e fppfinansing pprownis scoivalle fr selirs 08 Sf‘("@f% In other

N Bl %'14 SfekA3k QR LEAR dkRinsin Qﬁérédlﬁﬁihéﬁ on behalf of
buye send an 1 nvoice to the auditor engine
bty endeaslsm hayerdfonipesmenh i 4 evdsegEoTiderig e &sﬁaéweg agRepnts
aII [
c%apr? g) P{re?}/ 18 %(Q%lsf) rﬂﬁ’s@és%& ﬁwh-EPé ap Fo‘g)\élhf;c"\fﬁ :Igé’o&%r more service
cpnviders ﬁnmdmwnhngﬂhe fpawnd:nt bna ﬁngncudi anshunien. b this segerd, the

i nfo ion

| HgRn R R 0 d ehfiiveffied Aéass%a %A}ssgt%}efy&fm@g @raflﬁgﬁbz{a@)‘n%egv‘fo.r |

f sxamplenEhegs a sa:hhca)[froﬁﬁgr agrmmtﬂundmdmt@ﬁephMpanh buyer’s participation
invoi ce. The auditor engine responds to paynent
%W%PP%WOF?SWPWE IIguyer by autonatically

faci | ith ohd Mpl@rsneatioh, thofuddOr édptnel inadabted to respmdds damgkorization

wth stored ile ipnformation. for the. s
peeRiyeddonpd Bweaﬂwtbww&ﬂ?m’é&ow{wﬂsaﬁ%ﬁ? hﬁﬁéhe authorization
8 averRediEBRtEdaN@. ARk defliie pefiltthfinfatidofor 4 ﬁe[rmular

buyer may be uséd to generally refer to ,one or mre
e pexipngpRty fieguiien ensiap RIS SRR Gvoics '
- g%cfé@ Bhd SR8 DS revRwaHY BoidBY THS re¥i Vﬁﬁé&rﬁﬁ duit Yor example,

as a corporation that purchases

2609/ VSEEIORCIBRGoLjoosliTglpcilitatisg thedwyersy ac@‘?ﬁé insinforgition on
atﬁéc' HRBICL S¥he ﬂu?reloé 1 tlen QQ\HJ:‘JV %ﬁhg %xllg Andd WY Blprd i DA ITHZE

an one€ enti as a su ry an a parent
Cymantyfordvercer alh of mmqmmamyhcafeé en thednvpinsd $ha paiter engine
Ser Vi es and e t
CFeARRSE ffierh ARG fERTRE et By bkt sk e payment fo
nis Brveice i acedrilsicy mn‘h stmammﬁle idbheatioaipl the serviowprogider providing
dthr ected to buyers

e Invoice,

In various example embodiments and applications herein, the term buyer may be

used to generally refer to one or more of a variety of entities or individuals. For example,

- - in some applications, 2 buyer may be a business entity such as a corporation that purchases |
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5 that are group purchasi ng organi zati ons, where

menbers of the group purchasing organi zati ons receive

pur chased goods or services (and al so may be buyers in
this context). Financial institutions for one or nore
YXQFP?Q 4¥% the transaction arg al so buyers i RCTEPY L/ hy1784
aspects. For transactions involving nmultiple selling
parties including an internmedi ate seller that sells

GeRlies angbioas frsmra\ghp@@rd,t ]zgl otheh u%;gilrcaﬁom,ee_r lﬁzytafmmbegﬂsmalm one

or ,servjces are, provjded, at egst in part, .a
ElioFth At ST and P EOHRARY AYIEeUbF FUBFIyeky Tefeiges goods
DIAM R sérfibdtand thetparehh@nRh} AlifvIMEISE tHe@fansaction for He@oods and/or
shows an arrangenent and approach 100 tor,utiliig or
rraTviRes Fiegne 1 mpreofiarvariety of meRnesh el erApRlicaipns are dirécted to buyers
|80l Oérbtgpl%lﬁclﬁkﬁi? bigRAISAfdnt GRicR! BothbdrabaiRé OHE BRCEASIRS
accordin o another exanpl e enbodi ment of. the present

i ongesivetions. reqeive putchpsed gpedspr sgrviees (Gedalpg may bepuygrs in this context).
TR LA NSl s KRS BE b/ baRic GRS eBbab O/ TSRS h Eéttain

provi ders, suc ose ‘providing primarily services

sispdetsa Fonminsacioanineolving multiple sellrapartins includigs wnintermadiage seller
rgaches shown in_ Fl 1l ar ] . . .

PR oR R PR Bkt Hufer i BRAbSEEE of R e prgyided,

biyastlinfpls) Bt pepfoaing eelker, (ikeinteemsdiate Beller isrdoartower ralative to the

mai Nt enance contractor operating as a service provider

E2:8 °5WB%F§@Lboth servi ces and goods (e.g., |abor and

20 paF@/ kit b€ spradebhentiaad sRRbdchn 80 fdviutlityar imajnténance-type

utility service provider. that provides .energy.(e.qd..
ek R meSpEEmon AT gy Dl bR s st e fies,
Rictilidlh RfardHEPSGNpl @nRABRGY bf Ak PRgeritirivintéonS F1G] LR shéwn an
portion of each invoice correspqonding to the deli,

: : . ery
slesaribed with ppprpaches o tanpsactiQiRIperssing yvelvg SPRYESE RIQiert Sch as
{h&e _fpﬁlvlécﬁﬂg éﬁn&ﬂ? Gdriibds OB AShlBtenSRE ¥ GRiPHRVIdER! Howeber, the
applicableto providers of goods as well, in | .
appavedics shovi in FlGr1 drparnbicshie torthe promisionef aopslscrithes byrihe pervice

. . n o) H
ARy i e RS ) PO BEERSCE ikt
taperatimgas avesviderprovtider mpyuyddasbainsereiess\and gogrisde .o taber and
interact.i W f.nangi i i ' .
SRR el s Sy 580 U 05 Rl bl
128., tlectfiaity dritatrd ghd)eapbocmstuadgs pfovidingngandy(thd gnergymlong

sel.l ers .,and/ or. buyers.patticipating ] .

RS RSt RR e PRl sPhRBb b e e etivery of the enctey). Tn
anid repaRl; BacdpplddDicd ke srdbllawihg dedoriptiqueirgs sérmge providers” is
transactions, and/or for ofher aspects, . of .transaction

SO TEohLE ' PRRIME g Sonch ot bl kel i nbe hIGURAR R e
fR&vidid ofsehvidegnci al i nstitution or other transaction
partici pant. Wile shown as. single arrangenents, bo

h
the t ﬁa%’ﬁ%cﬁip{ﬁﬁr%?sg%relggéysesﬂa};adﬂ @élﬁ@ e ganggmant kipto %)rocess
2R0REA AR 51y ERand < BPANRIGA, IAGATIR With financiel

are sel ectively inplenented with multiple X
dnstigriigesrerafsctithe payewent anddsBe apiySAOE! o) BOSISFBA SN EAS to
A | ek | ' bérs PGS iRt
(HATERTh A0gh e oL ntieg o Tor AUl by s PEASLAURR iR
rneqsetitns] b administoigort164 péthe iapoegemsetandappronch 1agsessppa fee for

processing transactions and/or for other aspects of transactions such as financing aspects,

where the fee may include a fee for a financial institution or other transaction participant.

While shown as single arrangements, both the transaction processor arrangement 120 and
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5 fromthe database arrangenent 130. The user profile
data 102 includes one or nore of buyer profiles 132

and service provider profiles 134 for a buyer or

service provider corresponding to the transacgtion
V009434 %adl ting engine 122 ahso nakes a Conppyglszoagqsym
request 103 for -a portion of the contract data 136
pertaining to the transaction data 110, and the

Ot AARRSRranf dnRing ESRAE sel&@vélghﬂpleﬁmﬁ@m twith edultitad @rah@émérts in local
response to the request General ly, the contract
d%@é“ﬂ@@@ﬂééﬂ??@“to a defined rel ationship between a

buyer i #fkdctibn @4ta $8I éﬂcﬁ Gs R PYoiEETs red1RA §t thbBansaction

rel ationship 1ncludes at least the information to

vittbesissor pangemertdl. prrofilgiremesti@l ivpadeip ectrigyeyserprefle data 102
3 Aol A QA P1IBC 8 Glbr Brd M iy A inSEdds She BPibore of
imvol've a sing contract or a standing

rlmiya:t profileh i} andatrvice Ipa:tvmk:r pwfibasd 34 forrmdupertar aersise pmrdcr

BsC%%ﬁﬁggﬂﬁgnggﬁéégF%ﬁﬁgh§m5¥5%%%ﬁagg 002% da 5mﬂd_

aclmh ekt 108 fourd wortied d)f(ﬂ‘ie comyractelhiari86 pentabhing toahshmaﬂron data

Iatlo S bet ween nd eIIer and is d
o5 gthe fitiee rapeeot T oAl Souirs e 104 B snghee ] B request.
| nventGunyralltife cofradt YamiSépedifit @ﬁeﬂiﬁ& tdla’:lbhﬁn}ﬁ Bétwaen a buyer
partl ul ar contract r tur.ned, '.w

h .the, co
r g servigs Prayidsr, Whe b e laiship ibeliie ghips e iormaation to
C@hﬁ@ﬁ}@ QBisla38pdrtaink, hFor?e,Qalh RIS ptihda bilsihess ielé&mslﬁﬁ between a

i nventory data request I s al so made by

i vy erAng seller p@wwb@@ssﬁgﬂmﬁgqtf@d@z g sianfigd EP&%t@B%tg%that relates to
U 3 ng@&&sécagn LSRROMSE abYerfdtiidhddl PAmicRYARIBhYacERids. In this

106 characterizing 1tens gertalnlng to the contract

tigard.ane onbath ofegiract data gud profile iafereetjon may defipe A reatipnship or
t he

e ool B AR i o i i BB sl
rtetneactiens. and t he transacti on processor proceeds 25
W th cessi t :

non- | RUBRE B a5 3RO Ainis for sl copst etumed
beittothe camactudattal3ege. gr, fortah @emah itege & the contragiboespoading to the

h
BPeiRang Hf elrari fii Re RIS S o Rl fisifleplopg tem
erﬁ@@@mtne]ﬂ@ TB&Jd‘dﬂaba& ataas@meha i 30 @eyonds by ﬁgmhﬂg iamntory

i Stin |nventor IS nDdlfl d or u ated relative to
el sfee Qe amBAR I o fi oRrEia 085 8 Bdha
tlﬂﬁnﬂﬁf aATRKRNBFY @?@1@ ﬂBtrHvaﬂeﬁ@e foiS aflerf oPlt@A toMvhibh tha@ransaction
|nventory data 1 plicatjons, when

trrif @Plglle&dtoag‘l?]%mﬁé'{naﬁ?}’ais I“‘atB‘I‘%d mtﬁaﬁw@wp@rowﬁsew%eeds
%ﬁ?ﬁo@e@ﬁn& th2 Ramabiid hs AHoA-idvERtoARPAsk @ Ransh@Rnl 9&@ @Ilsbﬁssed further
sel ectively added to the inventory data 138.
RO ey o opothenghangsp ol igventary abfhe Hangactisnpr %@%Sob%ﬁangement
950 Sfe lEt@xafgﬁﬁx‘fe{d a 'ﬂlvgﬂt%ﬂﬁg:ﬂﬁte 1332 GO REGE iRRbask LREdt 130, such
items currently assigned to a particular inventory,
tab svherdatatpertaioag to WEXO0E/1DSNBOCPENAIBICO pdEizelaiivego 2

40

rpggagﬁgg § 1oy Bftbey SR {oFHoOTRE 4G L 5Rd ({ay pal Ghednfbnt 130 is
aﬂﬂhihmhﬂmemmmtwydmaI%Wentory) In some appllcatlons

where_.a new i nt or item.is

o e e npRaBPgS et e st bt @b BB liempon tgm to
tvhﬁcmwubﬂseéﬁoamdtat the apiilivs) theiterh & salicibtlyt wildedi theinventory data
i.nventory. 5ln sone insta

e t he i nventor dat
dapaFarsgampleswhyn g pyw iten ﬁﬁ%@m BFPTAPLSY OFISF %%mg 5&@11“6“ in

- IcBNRBESH Witk BUati®ntidhfeitsy dGBled thQ parkiBahAiRo@itorMBE fevRitem can

s buyer requests that inventory-related paynent
“informtion be sent directly toits accountlng

departnent or, where autonmated, to the buyer's

aut ormat ed accounting system t he i nventory update data
is sent accordingly (e.g., via a network or other
communi cations link). 10l n other instances, the
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i nventory update data 108 as stored with the inventory
data 138 at the database arrangenent 130. For
i nstance, relative to the exanple in the preceding

g@ra@%ﬁﬁﬁ a buyer can access the inventory data 138
PR ?cating via the trangaction processbFHYEYIN031784

W t hout necessarily relying upon a direct transfer of
the inventory update data 108. 15In some applications,

AP KUPEREatThRaRH Mft@hitRAIEAH/R8n Adfbrsé BSRELhAR (e.g., by

payments made for’ inventory itenms and generates

eRpamyes tauser (eads the dem frithe myrniprR).c by somp applicatiensaiers a new
138dne e iect 20 e Bhoh War ERURAE HukntlR] Andw? ol BdiiiShed for the
to expense classitications assigned to particul ar

i mweiitroryd tht e iteffios adsied bpthe newiinyerfory. par ti cul ar

payne .s for a utili t he: : ‘

el 2ot kanhsiihe Iivista W RERE fa 1 O e SRR frfllich party fo
awhich thelihtentsy 2filateatut inkes. Focihdtanchilerapbuysasiquests that

useful, for ., exanple, where, differept,types of. nts
Py 5Claleq BRI Py ERROLAE s S o Ao Rling RIRAA or

f abdrk blitymbiedtio firbugsienttinididfcdudking bystent, yhedxpatep spdate data is
servi ce contracts and new equi pnent .@grlgsna s. For
gEREFSPIANGHE Fa VIAAREY 8 P uEpp ‘ocessi ng

and f of o8ReRistahdes) thé Ri¥RtI0A PrdceGar HONBnRFlP bR 6dess tb the
expense classification that are carried out .in

citiedery vadrtowath L Qasistied with hsiieyegiopbiat b tesiagbaghe
PiERg0hedt 1Y@ %dr%mﬁ&fraﬁti?&qg ﬂﬁ%)ﬁ]? e HRMe pﬁe@edii_-lgtsﬁ)aé%?mph, a buyer

Patent Application Serial No. 11/121,158, enti
" cpngaeratihe dnvemenodatn 138 ymonemmicating Ky Siedrensagton processor 120,

Aﬂﬁﬁ&@ﬁéﬁéssglgﬂrﬁglbrln%%pglga Fﬁg ct Ranshd O the"i‘ﬁ\ie_fi}_%é} §pdfa&| dairé 108.

i ncor por at erernm erence. - audi ting
engi ndni@ge appdicatidne, ansapense olassifisatien engib@ 129 elospiftea ppyments

e O By A o ABER S R e ol N R ey PGkt b da
01083 fortupéating alvsiavdntary date 19hinahlatidretotexpemsa classificatiensassigned to

appli . The auditi i nvel ves one_or. npr.e . egs
P RS RL oo S BB s il
18@enss, ths expenisshvan e elppifiedalb bwch ih theémentoey dh@al 38 (i.e., all utilities

i nf or mat i in the transagtion data 110 i.s.correct or
oemage su i (B peimpash Frmta B ol BB bR o Faymens
UipRtto alpaARalat indentéy REY Suchek aticlify that exgindimeefop irility

shi ppi ng,. paynent, buyer approval, busiI_ness .ragl.e for
CABEREY: SEIVIcs EPIEFIS GRY PV FPURPSHY PRhEsFe neral information
20619 AaRARohlfe 0GR AALéBpedific IraRRA6N tephrdin@iagproaches to
contract data. "Auditing gar aneters_may, for exanp| e, )
bexpese clagsifigatipn dgsare gareied pyn conEegipparithorarigptfapmglerenbpdiments

f Findie&ht hbeidH dbferdnSe REY BQmﬁ@J‘L@FﬁS.%tengﬁbﬁﬁqaﬁ&gSéﬁam Slo.

exanpl es are di scussed further below, after discussion
ol 1/124y 158 rentiled Elransagtioncies gurding Processing ysieseandiAmproach” and filed

P ; | ' : audi ti ng

CHETRES 093 e T DOErRRlch ek dorelonfe AUCH | O

i nput Thernuditipg engineg! 2B apesahet useoprofilealatraldPj emuaqtdatg. 104 and, where
buyer .appr.oval qf. i i C . ln thi e . |
Ao e iy e BN R dpe selotclib 488 P Ehvor et Brlons of

t the Gaddaytin to stivh tiestrdnyacfivndita ppidies Testuditing idvetvee bnevsbmnore of

page, or other co ni cative environme t hat n_be ..
S FBRFoReB BF SRR Iay i BTG Y AR A EAE] GRreripglioable) o
| i@ HAE Bifbrinat &S thOtritzgdtiod ata €0 Ruperect b otheiwlse acceptable. The
i nformation pertaini n%to a particular inventory

aavditise mayAlsatmiolve uEkirapEgReThsPecki ERUPR ANTRE POFF RfsBiprice,

Bl iRendRE AT AL b5 ARR AU PAYTRRbr €88 ARicIRMAg intHe

asm ormation specifying contract data or contract
“perfornmance data. CGenerally, the-transaction processor

120 provides this interface, with user inputs provided
directly or indirectly for use by the auditing engi ne
122, which in turn audits transactions using the

i nformati on and any ot her
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15rel evant information specified in profiles or

contract data to carry out the audit. If the

audi ting engine 122 is successful (positive) inits

audi t, 05|tive audit data 123 is sent to a ment
VWORWLE 124, The paynent prgcessor 124 usegcﬁﬂgmmmnrm4
positive audit data 123 to generate a paynent
authorization 141 that is sent to a third party

fﬁ‘iﬁ%ﬁbﬁl 4% %at:ﬂiala? M ubiftthg p %&rﬁ Iﬁzé)t 'ﬁ;rréx%{ﬁ@ Sbeet b Obusmess

ment "1 service prOV| der 150 invol ved. in

f s fqrélmlaxm thher entify frs vwhyighl the anditdnbeing spadudied: Otperaugiting
OB B g3 HhGIH0 b3 AR B s o

Hheumammenmnkwﬂnrthb buyer i nformati on specifying
such financ

exanpl SOme & th(é thH? 31%& au f}fng ]Engl é/ lﬁte uﬁ{tﬁtrae%actlogg m response to user
phgdt Ifdn%]prbﬂﬁlg phymett fi@nraamplionsde. 2.0 beyer aﬂpeo‘tahof 1dvquws) yin this

LSRRG B g PSSR AN Ce P Cgguver,suchas

A prevising ahostedRdtinet S4B bagerbabtﬁeh@ntmaﬁwe eironment that can be
processor arrangenment and/or the_third flnagyi%h
e the buyer

| ageaspad hyiadnyarAor GBS AetAnsItieRt ifhf'eetew“fi AT
f\Piih fnRRmPRH FRRbink 4o T %c@ﬂr ﬁ@éift’dr% ahdI6 lﬁ{aefntory item, tg?glébr with

a ment is autworlzed ayment processor 124

atipmyppem Whishealegisign iCbaP&mI’Vé payaes saheThadenyych as pdqgmation
te%gcl Rfcact éﬁtfﬁl of Eb%'trﬁ&tp'eﬁ&lﬁaﬂéé dekd) %ﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬂ? Nhe BARaARA Processor

t orlzed In sone app I catl ons

d@@@g@mmm@rfaee b userdpnttizrovided ﬁ@cﬁrayweﬂwaatﬁa uppby the
faggﬁ-gg gﬁr{gglgeef zgzgwgﬁh i @81 daﬁ%%lséélﬂ)ﬁ?u&'ig A0 ggmao&m any ofcher

e service prov
\Malevanp inforematiod specifiss eswefiles emwnirsct teta frecammdwt the pudit. ee

L

188 iseanwatpahpatm peeedat B4t dhe Ipeyniem passsssid mtseseh@mqsmve audit

.04 S SRR M ke

&iﬂtﬁi’fﬁhllﬂﬁd drlﬁcwﬁdﬁhenakeyspﬁyﬂ{cylt Digtta asal it pueidef 850 involved in

exanpl e,. to_paynent_ hi,stor sso ate
Ithq,np m ; %ng«;ﬁéle@ﬁpl&qgogr g’l m@agﬂnsgﬁuagn 64'}0 is the buyer’s

Selah@f1idtiERi0A GE@LURbIdNE1 BT Hét@é&nent for@giaheEntdraithe duyer;
enbodi nent, the inveptory |ten1proce55|ng %nglne

28
|1§f05nﬁ40agp%wﬁf’é-a syt iiageeial IHFHATTRRY RAEQTPd A eP‘EPIPI%’ in the

Py Bb IR IletYl tﬁ@ﬁ@gpférbﬁl%s PEY NRkHRr hfliatioRY GRS @i phdefhancial
categori es a partlcular Inventory ite

. A
Jutitutiond ) !Sragsogmﬂ@e@ﬂl the transpstionrcessor Yyraagementildf @éd the
Dl B%ﬁgtl@g 6?&!121??%%&&1% @é&&ﬁ%wgén{eh@m&am third party

ce, I n the above exanp
divbudal imstitwion 0 subseuentlyesettlehwith the hyaer fpttlnle mmeﬁ ¥ made on
led.-to a particul ar machi ne or other piece of
bﬁhﬁhllr?%re?f on a regular basis (e.g., 10 nonthly), the ,
| nve an.'i’(cyl pagreent iy auttesiged) theqragines ptt8ssore tpisorsends fapment data

N TR T T A——
taﬁ&ﬁﬁ%@ﬂ i@ Sontidwbiplications, the fee assessment engine 126 rcsponds to the payment
data 125 by sending fee data to the database arrangement 130 for Storage on behalf of the

service provider 150. When payment for assessed fees is to be made, the fee assessment

engine 126 makes a fee account balance request to the database arrangement 130, which

‘ ietmns fee account balance data to the fee assessment engine. The inventory item



10

15

20

25

30

IS being audited indentifies inventory itens not
currently known and/or tracked, those inventory itens
can be added to a related list or group of inventory

ée. ., upon approval by the buyer). 15In anothe
Qazg?ﬁ"’@“ﬁ?modl ment, the inventory item pr oceggT’H§2°“9’°3178“
engi ne 128 processes information in accordance with a

tiered inventory approach, where inventory itens are

HrQdRG ér@de‘r’l ¥ fides g@fﬁéﬂt QhtY PR ARV ipdgteiNRnfy 8384 Rlative,

i‘nvent I nstance, different site-specific
e“qmmmem tomaymwaknatm agsecigted wmbum\@nmsvemmn 5 or both of a

%%lsralr sactieeclr%eﬂeg%ﬂ% a&doﬁgm%s wufitley] dual inventory itens.

nto rocessi ng englne 128 groups 20
t hese Ii atither dxm:hple emhmhmet;t, the mventorygtetpgecessinggngine 128 is

|nventor‘¥wgho%i€£assoc at 2)?%18 pro%ée%fe'%lg} goﬁiépﬁlg%‘émsm“’

ﬁﬁﬁﬂltcdﬁ‘ Berh BategUries . g.lpwhﬂi Epai'ﬁmﬂariﬁ)&ntmy #ee)o rAd seiftleaming process is

bot an |nven |ten1 a vent or r.oup for
epted &eHa gﬂ%"f ?%’cnlv Cp?f@q;f" 2%’5% ﬁ?m%ﬁsgl nééﬁbed for
Lﬁﬁaﬂée 6 i ABevd dxﬁﬁpléfenibb&Iﬂeﬁtse rﬂbpmytamx whek38 patiewlar service is

assessing fees, for exanpleg, 0 ar fees
fiaMledeto g paticplar machms qfﬁ@éﬁt"&?%/’fy eﬂl%ﬁﬁ"ﬁ E%g fbﬁﬂ
f &R "thetlﬁ‘\ﬁ'.’htdr} Réth ﬁﬁﬁéssﬁlggh%ﬁ@ 128 RBoghBet B tehd ghd asﬂ)ciates the

_ nonth by groupi ng toget

er fees for_a Hventor .
'llaém aywlﬂﬂwwguwmﬁw Sy s ST yoen hisatpsegion that
Pﬁﬁg %%E%:rll %ﬁgdfgﬁ gn%r@ntgﬁrrl%ﬁﬂtn%ﬁctﬁ‘reﬁﬁﬁm%r tracked, those

a“particular service prOV|der
mmm ilems ¢ratbe addadde a zelatedlistop gronp of mpentery (peoypanapproval by
ﬁ%ngncb institution 160, which generates and sends a
162 for the assessed fees to the 30
ad M nils bucdltcn exab@ple embodimen, tbe mventarydteportperssing engined 28

f t 126
S5 A HRRn FOSL0RAP 030508 R ST RED, AR Yoo
?ggghgggﬁggggohqghEWﬁge?giagsﬁaenghmihummappwmpnname For
S
B LTI RS- PRFO 1y CORBTH T RR Ot §e Dl difes] Bt b Separately

258%%1?&8% Eﬁmaﬁié%uagdggfq/z #téhs. OTheliddenhey itgm padtessinglregint\28 groups
094 P U 9/ 031784 13 nent rocessor . .
g"b"i IVERIORY RS RS mmﬁeﬂ ﬁ?s piatpg gith the site. In

'?@éf'éfd SHeliRhiog@itd® Probdshing engihe Imruﬁﬂeﬂﬁvefnﬁﬁy update data 108 in
speci iedin the fee data. In this re ard tEe service

mcwri@w viith bpthia ipyeatory e ang vty %lalf?f itgm-
trans ddrgena t})ll@a?§n§ titel BN SRELER ehSife 10W@kSa H6:r6i6H bf the inventory
e

ext en he adri nistrator 164 on behal f of the

Ixlateek38 whiea Y sspstnsclons; B expnie & grovpingdegedicr e s goagtiqular
L h\?enﬁ)'}? ﬁ.&{l a0 astsgé%n% i géeg %ptﬁzﬁ ‘?teltﬁt&(r@xra HPANiREpdrlAMERL a month),

Wiet e e buyer Irectly via the third party
fdr bageivpingitopsthiet fees fom anmentpryetepam nsiagithin &ed afmqﬂbhalance

e, BESA BERhEE et CR NI fee PO alilo iR I61 :Pa
particular service provider and sends that authorization to the service provider’s financial
institution 160, which generates and sends a payment 162 for the assessed fees to the
administrator 164.

In certain embodiments, the fee assignment engine 126 assess fees to each payment
as the payment is authorized, with the authorization contingent upon the fee assessment.

Once appropriate fees are assessed, the fee assessment engine returns fee data directly to

- the payment processor 124, prior to the payment authoﬁzaﬁon 141 being made. The
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fee paynent amount to be nmade to the adm nistrator 164
(Le., such that the paynent authorization 141 and fee
paynment authorization 161 are effectively processed
and paid for 10 by a conmon fmancial institution I n

Ve oos “dplications, fees arg al so assessedFHY 30051031784
accordance with inventory processing perforned on

behal f of one or nore transaction parties. For

SRRt ProctRsr Rs %ma%} fcatiding the U@ intQF pSBhdnein the pi}@ient 0

hosATonag1 by g e O rpecife 18 fon gt B iosegsi thp service
aﬂ}bade%l wﬁaﬂlﬁg SlvERidr ADadtiulat Qﬁlﬁﬁbﬁoﬁ 4% attmsaaas@ﬂesmm

rrange 30 with respective buyer or serV| ce

plf‘tdﬁl ig| gxtetpieé bY theadmdrsteater 1640n heh the tsapgagtion processor
h%hd 865 mPfg ‘ﬁ%ﬁ?@g b\‘:?f(fr ﬁf: Mei’ﬂeﬁﬁngﬁﬁﬁé}@ the buyer

|n accor ance wt I nvent ory-base ections
| payediteotly waﬁmm:d oats finangiabmgfitniéon DI§, the payrpray nﬁh&enzahon 141

R RSB o e L R ISR 50 Ml
am@petqunexmant ® b@nﬁmﬂd ttcn‘é)madrnmmqr it 6 (ifei, xeadi-theet yhregrayyment

PSCI Inggf ggtggg %r OC@? A Ptﬂt #f%g@%% H{O%C d and paid for

Bj;mn&ﬁcaﬁ&ﬁﬁ&lﬂmmﬂdng transactl on processor 120 may

initiate an audjt and nt processi seqguence

i ndepé’hHW pPRbiGRtgRS. F’%c’)égj%?" es Wﬂﬁ&ﬁ?@&%@ﬁ@m"%ﬂ
dRbessi RAR&1 S RhRIF 6EQRSr AbréRaRadtda pkﬂﬁmmdreﬁamplé,ﬁﬂlere a

transaction. For exanple, where a_ 25 service &gl der

cgriculaE buyenpx seller ‘walslﬁ‘érto frack naympeRts by ap mventery|ite QHyERor

f QfierR1LBtd ?ﬁrﬂmﬂﬁ:& iPlle HveRtofy stBAbel A eldchin InfRRBAGH is @fdred in

processor uses -contract data pertaining . to thi

dbndatzhese areengemant 3 with reppecive buyierot sepiceREOVidH proﬁles 132 and

or

LRGBS TR L ERRASH A ey i e

Cétcbmdamx aith lieventotobispd eleetions by theriwsrioy tan piegessiag cngine 128,
ansact |

PERRBE A0 e 2 MRSl S8R b with s

segkiepce i N response to a predeflned event, such as

th | pt f ds, th
PR e oL R R

ab@vtions aaprotestdabr chatractpkavimg contrgrt tiata il @ speeifying thedixed

For exanpl a transac n roce
PG S0 @?emmﬁ’ﬁscé@ﬁ R BE R e 120 TR, el o giic and
%mew 1RCRGISINBYiniERAGEE fromnhaiRtept of ahpadw trh:&;hﬁ:loa data,

200 94509P / US20091031784 14
and base the processing upon the known recurring transaction. For example, where a

service provider contracts with a buyer to provide a particular service for a certain period at
a fixed rate, the transaction processor 120 uses contract data pertaining to this contract to
automatically initiate transaction processing for the recurring transaction at a particular
interval as specified in the contract. 7

Other example embodiments are directed to invoice-free transaction processing,
where the transaction processor 120 initiates a transaction processing sequence in response
to a predefined event, such as the receipt of goods, the performance of services or, in the
event of a recurring transaction as discussed above, a particular date pertaining to the

recurrence. For example, a transaction processing sequence may be initiated by

s : automatically generating an invoice, or otherwise processing transaction data to facilitate a . .
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paynment in a manner simlar to that which would be
processed in response to an invoice. In these
enbodi ments, the paynent processor 124 generates a

ynent authorlzatlon 141 for transactions initia
\%ﬂﬁg‘}i’{?g‘fsf’%, In some applicatigns, no audit i%C€ F‘E’H?%”Pgé%‘m“
out (or the audit is sinply that the predefined event
occurs). In other applications, the auditing engi ne

Shédeydh pnAS REGIS td)lﬁlattvblﬁcﬁ WIRH B€ ploc&Bed thaspasseit®hh invoice.
such as by determ ning that other conditions are net

fIp thesthrembadimenis, e naymerinsedesser presagugien g paupens Agthorization 141
gglf {ArSa Mteﬁ%eﬁﬁlhg?g%gm? ?%phcgtko%s 1o AR caftidd! 0¥or the

agran1 I nventory sact | on rocessing
vautlih isssmply dhiat ﬂammrbﬁndd efvemt qgasrﬂe A pthemapplichitiags, thy auditing engine
3139 (ﬁ{s AP of %eeurlr‘poq e—ﬁ[(% ! 851?%\1&{ a%%s'%tegrglmn that other
inven 14 I'nventory- A ransacti on pro§é33|ng
apndmmsraresineuﬁr)r ihe ifitifed Rarsatioh erdcessingsequenct, befaye payment can be
ex Ie using the system and approach shown in FIG 1

t he various enbodi nents di scussed i n connection

t her e\FII(Er.hZ shows a flbv (ﬁig@ﬂh f6t ifventoury-based trawsactivhi pﬁ)tﬁbeﬁ@igamth an

i n¢l udi ng, gqudi tabl e chgracteristics is r i ved
G PP AR ER Ao R e R G P TP A s
dﬁ&eauoﬁr hTife ihveAREPBhded Brafkatfon Mycedding 4bptdatiesho@iin FIG 2 can be

exanp one or nore of an invojce I1tself, .a_recei

amp@a@a@ far exaipele. Bying o sYstenpand-approgelshoupia F1G. 1 e various

Ut linicRfsQfiTRisbPTh BRAdAIHHERWIM, Payment for the
transaction. Business rules associated with the buyer

t o whiAsblock 319, buyes sreasastionglatainpluding pyditahle sharagtenistiglig received
; uli b RLQE oge%%n% TREREs {eﬁhﬁé rf?%tréﬂ%ﬁéﬂéﬂ Qutal ThisGaAMRYG data may

es’ speci to a part r contract or contracts
tinclyde) foh exdueple, oan swmoicof anlmveaicapeslf, 8 seceiptofgoofis, aduyer approval

SRR O Rl o T 0

ansmaa&ales sisexdated with tedbuggpd Mdmzhltlmrisansaduen Hats pertains are retrieved

o b ZRE el &8 gy 5 ot e, P R S gnact
lw y@itract o wWhizh theltemededon dagaripties at anihbs mbﬁayrlﬂmrsf)mﬁretd the

i i ng characteristics in the business rules for
Y¥&ssing invoices as 25 relative to the received

t rans ag b}o@lﬂ 23%\&& t{:hﬁbicﬁblh 8ats BORditkd st the fmed Bheshaulks. In
y sinply indicate , ur,poses of a 0

e‘éﬁ"}‘e APRHSRUQDS, the bysinsss f{é&ﬁaﬂ&eéﬁ ifge shouldiay %W@F

foRlseRRRRD Mvofde Infbihatioh 'Té‘ﬁa@ﬁl%eal bR Biye, br bt tBE @editind3e

may sinmply be to acknow edge than an_invojce can be
relomiatienlly perfprmsdvsing sharpdenistiona the sineysqnien o pasessing igvoices as

I ﬂaﬁ%ttg fRdedefed nQﬁ‘sraEﬁ&Pdaf‘ar Th ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ}’th@ﬁrm%gctmn%ﬁ a3 simply

I's matching involves, for exanple, approaches
smdwdtfaﬂhatt for phiptss of srpuevab dnn byoise isita e pebmitied digectly tnthe buyer

gﬁfogﬁir I}I%Ita(?n:c:e, &3 Qfﬁlbﬂpfko%%}‘%&ﬁ*ﬂg‘be 1o ac%lg\%ledge than an

acterls ICS O eres ve i nventor
mamus&hmb¢nweﬁgbbe used for audlting and/ or tracklng

22?[ g Iﬁf{])es a}Sﬂé %Itlfs)l(gsu 2 %ﬁ?gd %f?ﬁu% r el Catoled E)UJ Iga!ilgcglﬁ@rn%/entory at
QRN 4'515191?&511111@21&@)9%@ 3&17&61111:&, approaches similar to those discussed
above, independently from the figures and/or in connection with FIG. 1. Once matched,

characteristics of the respective inventory can selectively be used for auditing and/or

tracking approaches as discussed further below. Furthermore, certain applications involve
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the matching of transaction data at bl ock 235 after

ot her steps, such as those shown in bl ocks 240-280.

If the transaction is not approved at bl ock 240, via

the audit at bl ock 230, an action specified bx t he
BORPPRM ts business rules ig taken at bl ockCERBXGH Y1784
the transaction 5 processing stops. If the
transaction is approved at bl ock 240, the process

NRY RiitchQp VR kahshQiddl daflat BREk Y4%ediRr bihBedips SucPA06862SheE in
business rules for the buyer are retriéved. Paynent is
prlotke24@¢d8&t bl ock 260 using the financial processing

busi n . W ' - ' :
paymont e e BEsonth b6 pHRRy SRIJCEPRONE] DGl d Bhck 230, an acion
sepeaifiedbypthe bingke in itohusiessuilleeisgalen atidpek) 245¢nd thetrangdgtion
thgmgﬁégggt is owed at block 270. This funds transfer

ﬂgy | Ve for exanpl e, the extension of credit on

behal fIf thé taheactionieapprowetiiat bincle24f iheipnmrependves fredaidyto block 250
finangier.,wth fees associate i th the underwritin

ekt tizpciciel rarsSipg Rusiness SIS 0%t PP Tt vesl, Sy processed
it ORRE 260 Gsidgetbe finaiRiall flodessing Gusinsde fulds] with Gmiie eorrasp@rding to the
appropriate) |S ass ed to the service .prqgvider. at .
prRgERTETeSTee. 98 S5 RO, 1 T B pervice Providers) to

PRIREIE &8 pRendr & dwed®® BREISETD. tThid MBdskBanSRF Mbg BrvBIiveMofi@ample, the
by extractlng the fee from any paynent procgégﬁg

! wth, .
textensign aScrediberspehialf of thebyyer, witpunderwriting peefy y av%mlef with
egRodiJ RSyt 8E ﬁn&c&@ﬂﬁl?%:ﬁeii kANRREIN HrH@dcfioh See. A transaction
mat ched with the transac_LJ%ﬁﬁata at bl ock 285, dat a )
aueeessipmive (ingluding theamdererition fenvvhare apnyonripte) ixfsesgsedto the service
bﬂr%ﬁer%?&bcﬁfﬁ Th §6m9§1¥fm&g,§hé'§%{§acti%ﬁ gf&}fﬁgxgefyé#sta%e%d to the
recel ved 1 nvolces or recelpts of 20 goods/services can
brervicel peovider dly pxisacting thetfemyfzorh eny payrdent proeassedrwiththe sings transfer
th&k %%? for use in a variety of applications such as
f uF% audit approval, tracking and nore. In another
exanpliesenbanbaliments whee appacaoinehtmnditaisphaghed with the

%ﬁ{(}};ﬁ%ﬁgg %133% Lﬁ%goec 52%%%&'&%%{0%@13%: ot:lia%gﬁ%%ﬁ ?gegqufiﬁ g%?e%‘ at block

taoen Jaatis, ayméentembdy, Ypriated andicr o decatved involce2@Gecelims ofhe
self-learnin rocess, stqred.25 transaction inye .
i goodslservices c@:ghfg?egchvqiy gpgﬁ it?%Fhef Wftﬁ P}yﬁ{%}o ncPata at %Yocﬂ&% Yor use in
Ghakigsiof bpptichibns sadhSR FhtuRddid eppravalitiigking awd maret i cul ar
inventory. Results are_ stored for ﬂs in,%gﬁ_gﬁaﬂgre q

of ¢ 1 APSHERT GHATRIE SRRt S BRI Shege - T pgludes a
TR ARPHRB&E 85b158Y2951 QhiclEx 88k @ne sutY @bMRafifO&R use of the

di scussed above. Turning now to

FIG 3, an
itrneastion ipveniery datsinredst Dlask PR Behe self-learpmemEnresesigicd n
%&nsarca&f»ﬁ&%ﬂta@ il td 09 ARl RAN G2 REPGRSRIRing transactions
functl ons or processi ng service transact.l ons i
gesavingtied pagicHad investaryr Resulteans stozesiclor elerig orcoranese efransaction

AR Ry P, PSS o B o s

didcassadabo®20 t hat stores user profile data 322 for

oSS TR0 PRSIy e i

i tRheictie aditingsaf finado prdcesyingmeenitny fipr provdBsing service transactions

ZaE;)s%%lla?e%I%ﬂ%&gig%éo%gtgnqg/aggojfgigg tola%other example embodiment of the present

invention. The auditor engine 310 is communicatively coupled to a database 320 that

~ stores user profile data 322 for transaction parties as well as contract data 324 for

N transactions involving the transaction parties and information useful for item inventory-
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based auditing (e.g., simlar to the database
arrangenent 130 in FIG 1). The database 320 al so
i ncl udes inventory-specific accounting data 326 that
i ncl udes information characterizing various |nventon%
VPR rel ated accountinggitens) for buyy HUSH{p/031784
sone instances, the auditor éngine includes the
database 320 and in ot her i nstances, the database 5
fl aﬁmhﬁgfééiedmﬁééwﬂa%%%ﬁése %&Jg%m@m'ab % FRN Q). "Ehe database 320
two or nore different, database
salsto umimdeeBlventory-speoéﬁpaqwm’qng}w@ﬁzé ﬂgaémslusl%nf%@#tm ng
ers.1l - It e
SR Eis v bty gk [ahd et ietbhilng ke or Bifes, Iy some
I]ﬁbtd‘nbés thetaadias en@ﬂ@mcmhes the dfftablaee 326faod ireetheringanees, Hie|dptabase

| udi f £
01 e S TBS hp B Sh AP P 3 565 e
|dﬁﬁgﬁﬁgaaaﬁsgmnmﬁﬂiory based data) and for proceSS|ng

transactions involving t of |
i nf or AellPBHtY P “Y%* ﬂ’d@‘ﬂ“ 18$ T@hmtgﬁl . Wlk}hﬁh% guditgr engine
23401 EhdhbuyQMRIBES préXild ﬁlf&ﬁiaﬂoﬁ)ﬂlab@ btakefd i thetdatbize 326, the profile
and financial informtion tha an ed for ? lating &
{ @1% ating to

tlm‘emmauge@saﬂmeu%mn@}m@% 0ﬁé° n& o GEEST 1
Vihd ParRadtiol g% ' thneQ&F 1n$&béé' 408 ifVeRbtydBissd &A4) ah8 farPpeoodsingg

SerV| ce pr each service proyv | er 1 di
dragsegtions mwlanmﬁnbnmft Iihetmofdﬁ infermafiop A8y ; fofrfgamople, audit

fy LV A
S e e s S e

icaf be nwetl iforpafiog theameaiesis! | ng servi ce provi der access to
tr ansj‘[ﬁ%' oc{ftﬁggrggéie A0 %1sh Yite R gg%ﬁ'ﬁlfi% %HP&?&&%VM&S 340

i nvol r'vice providers appl i cations
tlﬂﬂuan@bet-ﬁce lfmgders 1310 eaéesmtﬁa)reudm@agaglmna cgpigact with at least

and/or u r of.i,l es, 322 t
36 bty T5¢ weRite by Bt ROV o RE RS, 886 stored inthe
Fatabhisasanetch mblaﬂ? 1moﬁnatmmsfb1ycoutla1h3g grmeide providet acess o
itens .are sp i ed on an i ncom. i.nveice in
SRBto BT (o PRSP iB e SElcR BVt
connegd sk aplikhtidns tRy REitGRALINAG 1] udeh the@untidcodata Bz and/or user
310 can automatically_ assign_the EVIOUS|ﬁ_ asi glﬁo For
IOl B2/ EXOBAESS ERHLTHRERTS oD P 2 PRS- JRIGOg feveicry.
&L#éle wileR prEviBEN SnasbiRa @ﬁédtoggnma@eemed bﬁaﬂincomm
aC|I|ty for ‘a particular buyer co

SBTQIWE@“@%FE otherrigeanéy fiemps thakars SW“B E%@ Lo Bqﬂnectlon with a
FRstbd ddn %aca-rtﬂ@ aidh %F %ﬁ{ £ 319REE hltbBaRanP HidnBe statidustPbnassigned

i's up tore e new Y- assi i nvent ory
i itveamtory items towmesgroum eThi$ appresch ew.be QS%\’]@ qereple priieyadding new

cormrum cat I;mtou ?&yaﬁh@rle Q& #c8dYr6 rendered for

Igfn(_?nt({l' e au or endl ne hé  audi t or engl ne
ahdneh@eqlﬂmmmmnyf Ohetilnen®ay- m@p apgoyptingdasa3A6a updated to

e V|der ing paynent. The auditor
é’ ?ﬂﬁ‘é@ﬁpr F?? gqbﬁa%es for the buyer and/or
Ser Vi Gehdarod bfithe ,ser&ﬁ':e pﬁivﬁdea!smom emmmmyﬂc@p @ pityment request such as
accounting data pertajnin e i
eicipenerie e iy mutor o 0: B8 ah e BB sl e raes or the

| iy & rGh WBRh ke sRpede préVigertis ROGALHNE paynieat. dHIeemdntoremgme 310
whét her paynent i s appropria

| |
Frerie e PEshFSHvEHE Gryer Spdler wceaeeﬁﬁ%f ?E%a‘ﬁe gﬁ&t‘%"e& igpecifi
tzl@@duntﬂé)dﬁg PHAMAPRIRCIY SR IR Q8 40 thé pRANER Mqubwand uses

services upon the inventory itens related tgﬁthe

by regitved @@Imtwm@sauﬂléth%@eﬁﬁﬂﬁ%@ eferaIng ST PAYRSPHE

—%a}%%ﬁr ﬁ&eaﬁ%ﬁﬁbl £ (RANIRIL &kmﬁmwﬁﬁgﬁﬁéagb&ﬁ&g%mwﬂ%%mﬂMI‘L -

es t yment, e|t er in“full. or in part, has

%3not al'ready been made for a particul ar service).
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If the audit is successful, the auditor engine 310
communi cates an authorization 315 5 to a paynent
processor 360. If paynment for less than a full anount
in the paynment request is authorized, the
‘gﬁtzﬂ%’f‘?‘%ﬁ ion 315 specifies the |ess-than-fuffT/US2009/031784
paynment. Such an approach is appropriate, for exanple,
where a paynent request includes paynent for sone

i dehat iReNeRRl b he hayrasnt Y&Jubst 88s not been
glt%?igfﬁtggrrv_i ceeg_?(lsﬁ&gtth@hmav\%/g{gﬁot been paid for. W'h?h this
angsieothe auditon engirg 340can pytherizgryaent bdsdhe 2udifpr enginepenpures that
| Sry A OLRe} St b @%}%nbmﬁg@%&n Hat Bt phARulbPGGe).

I'S”appropriate a particular inventory itemand is"
f ur t hdf thagudit ia seccessfubttheauditor enginesnf sommanicates/anhapthorization 315

Stlg %?%d enl? %?o@eﬂ&%ﬂ I%%afmlea—tr}gr REVHR {l%lra?ﬁgﬁtsiﬁ lrthe%9mv::nt request

esra paynent n response _
s ithorizedf thomtBation 315 spévdfigsdhaiessthivefuligpagment. Sochaan approach

appropriate servi.ce .provider. This. . nt 361 .m -

SR Rl o eanabtf St Lot TR RGPy Pt by orvies

| A&l Haecilteydeed paid Tore aowéll axpthdr sbrvizaetharhav@ndt been paid for. With
financial institutions as specified in profil far

(thiS BRI, G GETEIGF BFOTISeR S ERAPARE For BAYRT P AHERAoRlly §ifited to ensure
th@ RSP ket Ts bfropiiteor Q?Mﬂ&ﬂér e @em and is furkit@ accurate relative
paynment processor 360 also optionally assesses a fee

dn@apRels hemaHeveslseds bernmlesss to a system manager
370 thgt R@g@h@ Boctls ﬁg%éﬁéi’iteseﬂgdyﬁﬁnﬁj@ ih Bspote tdte t he

buyers a ervice providers. with the paynment 361, .
tanehozizalionSé s, withethe pmymeray beieg ssahio anjappieptigic sqyvige provider. This

Lﬂéﬂ{ﬁ%ﬁ%%ll Ynay Bk ﬁ&{&tl ﬁgﬂg@ (% g.é Qhah Rl HRE BRIGS nSMER) &%ndliﬂic’%}é by

ection Wt account for one_or both of
bintgectizgitls emevdraeorp figaricid institutionsias dpdoified e piodilavden the buyer and

361. . i, cert ai .
Eimamyios G S AARRES el B
sever dlhe payrhdnt poasssenddifplse optitiatly assnsses a feh andprokidey b assessed

i t owill i ze t _
dieies T manh S IRl AR RYBLERAEDIE BEby tho buyers
| i seme brids. 25 wiishe paetknhdfle the asseswed deecied nhay, beisent directly

A e o L AR 8 o

, Gor Béth, o 4, bu§erGRd sfORe povidRdinddRedincthe payhnO%@, each of

whi ch is assigned to_the instant assi

] d.is .
i ncor pYkil wHaiBysnest of ks Preseit lﬁl‘teghm%"? g?e‘g‘. daenﬁ?&’lﬁ‘? with reference to

RARAG AR AR EHRRIpRIEREAIhHRS tHSe Skltedds BRIkt Will@BokhiGe that many
spirit and scope of the present invention, aspects of '
vihhages mag be arads hetetp. jAs REPES| thealong awess pan be implepjegtgd as

%iscﬁ%e@ﬁér&ﬂ?x{l%?cﬁdeﬁﬂ% AFddnindoRCRa 36 Pt SFLEMabRiets of the

processi ng erent” el ectroni ¢ transacti ons |nvo|V|q?
emhotlinentsdiesaibediindpr Batentplige 571 8,896,555V 1481669782, 6,704,612
perLai Iy er -

7P S0 hdh S aSREEY 1 i BBl AR h UG bkl by
trefarenee i rstimyp | Spch thaegesyad énplemettatiting do not depart omahespirit

S5 RSSO LA A s,

data sets for each buyer, each of the respective
contract sets being defined for one of the buyers and
a predefined business relationship between the one
buyer and at |east one provider; and 10a

sof t war e- progranmmed transacti on processor arrangenent
configured and
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arranged to process transaction data for different
transactions invol ving meraBant offerings subject to
an electronic inventory of itens owned or operated by
t he buyer and associated with the stored contract data
for the particular disparate transaction being
processed and profile data for at |east the buyer
involved in the transaction, the transaction 15
processor arrangenent |nclud|ng an auditing
engi REABMAT i gured and arranged to audit el ectronic
transactlon data for each different transaction
vol ving a buyer and at |east one prOV|der usi ng
ansé&%&%ﬁ/ ansacHO RROSPSing sysiene Gor, RIRFseTRE ﬂ'&'eteet ¢leptronic
&k@ﬁcﬁéﬂ&hﬁvdlﬁﬂ@i‘iﬁﬁ!tﬁude%f‘&}bﬁﬂetbﬁf‘ed ki 186 Edr® BndPiRtainfi3 to a

nd stor, d contract data _specific for_the electroni.c

(YO FrSERGiiG slectiopic inyepay;Af itemp vy merchash pieringt in thavelectronic
m&a@dabﬂy, REQSSEm iil@Edgt Oni ¢ payment for each

el ectropnic transaction on behalf of the buyer for the
t r ans &ct3% Aorage rESpEsmsat configawed a9d; rangede fryistoee buyer-specific

OdeRabE lpﬁsﬁleiaata dnﬂ CHofitedet Q8ta tsB@fof b&ﬁtw@& f‘ea&axffaﬁtreép’écuve

Bk sl oo o 0 4 o Gre e fpradeinpfasings eltonsip

m&&ameﬁ@@imm@@&éﬁrﬁﬁ&%ﬁaon processing fee
agai nst Ieast one . of the parties to each

tr ansﬁct"‘? SRRRTICH ERsReHIpR nbrEcessey nifFARermaenp r gfigwed and

Mgee oy ploess Q‘f‘an@dcﬁbrmdhta R ediffernt! Behsastidhs iO1vRHR0 idfbhant
fqr each transactjon, the

| 35 d.to
RO iEer 1 Ecttonis Amamiog Ofalea® SPHR gipersied by the buyer and
@bmhfed m'!ﬂl the\seired bohtrad sdaed foir Al parhhﬁ@tdlépaaﬁ trRR3&tidh being

0, vol ved,in the 30
o gl Bt 57 3 6aEE Bfetilred i e esscigno i Fppsaction
tmessudmtanmeangclﬂdmgs adapted to audit, for.each

B o T A R -

rdataafor eachhdifferomst tvmeavtiorh énvblvingra humdr and lae beadt amq)rovider using
0 e act Lon. . TIh

0 B lBtory BP eokfndlink 15 oh RS i ivay, i whih e

Atngaetion applies, andl storef contraeindatatspenificefot Ihe) el¢cttohxe tehactiononi ¢

transacti 0 item dat

associ at e?q\ﬂ%&t ﬁﬁo‘% ansa“tié&%ﬁl L‘"d r%%gf’ﬁ ??Fn g‘?"’%c’mc

PrEnent for ol electonic MMImdiehaig iofi ¢hei bmyex! ﬁptthd tramsaction in

tr a%ﬂssgcdt; ?%enﬁgﬁg é@é?ﬁ%on ot cgtﬁ'{g: act 81 pic payment is

§%€P‘?°F°of°¥@°ffm§a%ﬂmﬁer and electronic i nvent ory
i tens assQCfes hRessifeltbnbiE bAHRAGhE QHanged to assess an electronic

transaction processing fec against at least one of the parties to each transaction for which
electronic payment is processed.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the auditing engine is adapted to audit, for each
transaction, the eclectronic transaction data as a function of an elecironic inventory
associated with af least one of the buyer and at least one provider involved in the
transaction.
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6. The systemof claim1, wherein the auditing engine
is responsive to transacti @8 data indicating .a new
el ectronic inventory itemfor which no

previ ously-defined inventory data is avail abl e by
automatically electronically associating the new
inventory itemas part of an electronic inventory
representing at |east one of an item zed catal og or

| ist_of 15 tangi bl e goods, or propert r .intangi hl e

Bt ¢ r B pBlemopt Taim % pginghe HHJW\P&&P%WQPH@;%" %“%w“ each
GRS MeCel¥dtioRicatantBadH d s #ffurdchiéh 61 cunfraket alatat spedfic to a
data and profile data. 7. Thlga.ss st em, of cI.%er 1Ied' the -
defiasdurclationship bstivern Hig buwgyiapd o least \REOVigT mmvoived in the
tdnddR8@ct i on data indicating a new electronic inventory
itemfor which no previously-defined inventory data is

avail abl e by automatically establishing a new
4| ectThesysteni ofalaitol, whareih thy aRtitingsopios ist adapjed tocaudigfor each

cl.roni C i | 3 | iated
BB oY biieuoh B M Bald o oy ot e
with thhbrasstadiond contract data and profile data. 8. The

systemof claim1l, wherein the auditing engine audits

fixed-paynment transactions inyolving a buyer. and,
F-eastThe swten of slaiwy 4 iheroasihe ﬁ'sdéﬂrtgoeﬂggls .lw%‘sﬁifﬂr %@l%a"f?at‘%‘r‘h
fRbacibe thd AGHORRMERALdN SR fuflétfon of 2oiftralindats stRtifictwthe
claim wherein the trans,actlrv%H rocessor

SRy el mysBionY Hmsesraet PR e PROEICe dat a f or

transactions in response to a predefi ngd' event and '
roc e .1 BVO Vi : ihhdaStion
Eror it SR 86 SEHE DVdih Behffhod Blane'hs TpspiBid 1 beiltion
fhay imdicting @mew electraniwinventory it@d for whichTh orevipyslpdefired dvantesy
ta WRAGHEHIE of Qﬁo&ﬁﬁ#ﬂ?&&ﬁﬁﬂ@ﬁg SO0k (RORASHRitcRyTitem as part
el'ectroni ¢ transaction processing fee for_the audit |
abhah plegtresiot inpmbure sepiresguting at deastTons of an pmiged eqtalpgron list of
'g@o&s pﬁ-@@r@ Saipil aftfileld Or §SHGES SSarPitventory item, in
%@@t‘é onl':;& r nsdi‘%i on pr%cessiteﬁ ?ee for fi n;cr?cﬂg
adeerdanice avith ehieest preyod thetstoradreontrack prafile $tocessed 5
by the paynent processor. - 12. The system-of claim1l,
erej.n the pa nt .processor .proc :
by gchig s g* St ok R SERPEarent 8RB E B Gpton
dai indiemting@metveleatréridimnaitay item Sorivthichi norpreviously«lefiendtigventory
l.ect ronj ment for the.trans |0 : f
gitg 43 ayaigple, giawgmﬁg?g% segtgbl Iagg%#’oﬂfcg%{ﬁrga%gact oa%@ t{y
pisocating i the nbweclécronit | inventiry dtemhwitle | the mewlyrastablished: slectronic
for a transactio ocesse
ey I R R e BSREORGR Yol SoP R B e P RRARSRRE
at least a portion of the assessed transaction
BI OCOfiR! REtelCr (cRith"E WhéaENCME! ankdftiff | dngiine Ofbdits fixed-payment
transactions involving a buyer and at least one provider in response to stored contract data
for the fixed-payment transactions.

Q]

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the transaction processor automatically generates
electronic invoice data for transactions in response to a predefined event ax_ld processes the
generated invoice data via the auditing engine and payment processor to effect electronic

payment for the invoice.
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13. The systemof claim1, wherein the transaction
processor arrangenment incl@fes an 15 expense
classification engine that automatically classifies

el ectroni c paynents, made for particular electronic
inventory itens, into data-based expense classes based
upon profile data for the buyer. 14. The system of
claim1, wherein, for transactions requiring buyer

approval for 20t he transaction processor .
plovi a”b%%wmeqfe%wdn whereintthe fea@&seasmelﬁmpg agseRses Ancsigetenic

AAfsaBN 1ROe ke Qn!uﬁﬁ %&eﬁ ning to the
transac#?ons éﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁg &ﬂg ting engi ne audits each
transaction in response to buyer approval for the

tinans ¥ué §y8Rm 0f2>la1m315 whérgin thi fee iafbedih et WinSin® Eﬁ%ses an electronic
syste t hat

A Socss o3 oL e e elsar RV Pa et tppeton processd

by died paimnent proéssérl i ty of different buyers and

providers relative to electronic inventories of itens
to which nerchant offerings in the transactions apply,
d2sy sTeewystamlofidaing], widmina st or age means for storing

buyer gg ? FFQI

buyer %h&h éspeé%%V@E%%ﬁ?%%%%&&%gﬁégmggﬁl
fpayment appaxval inforphtiondd & fipansial institation that effekts electpaic pé}ynmgfor
FhdpeRfid gt busi ness rel ati onship between the one

buyer an at | east one provider; and electronic

t r ans et asspasment wozing essewersarf dpctmOprmwsom grocessing fee for
HneicingOfl SlebiARS Mo Br 5'?13584 %E&Es%ﬁ‘ %gttheofn{yﬁﬁn{ﬁ“ﬁcessor
or'y accor di ng

subject to an el®ecCtronic i nven
$pd peyidsneleqtmaic fimdsdransfer tpfoomtioe formatdeast & portion of the assessed

WdRabhAPrRaGhg Qéquﬁ{e(mg&atl LRGSR I on invol ving a buyer

and at |east One provi usi ng transacti on dat a,
inventory data corresponding to an el ectronic

ilaven‘['hxrqystah_oifﬁleiffﬁl,mfbﬂ; e meﬁ @ﬂm&yoﬂﬁen@uwmaﬁm an
Win t.he ar I C I ar
Ao HBftciloh BnbfCBCiplautateatly fosR. Sichpip prments, made for

PMH‘@M&WO inventory 1tems into data-based expense classes based upon pmﬁie
data for the buyer.

14, The system of claim 1, wherein, for transactions requiring buyer approval for
payment,

the transaction processor provides an electronic-interface to buyers for viewing
and approving electronic invoices pertaining to the transactions, and

the auditing engine audits each transaction in response to buyer approval for the
transaction, :
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processing el ectroni c paynent for a transaction on
behal f of the buyer in resgdnse to the auditing
function indicating that el ectronic paynent is
appropriate for the transaction, and

assessing an el ectronic transaction processing fee

agai nst at |east one of the 20 parties to the
transaction for which a paynment is processed. 16. For
use in an automated transaction processing systemthat
processes different electronic transactions involving
dsmul Fortuselim anfautbirmped relabmdtmtymmumptomsnngf sjsem thatgrocesses a

AR e TRl O p AT o S oY bl ot

tmlamsa@ elmcamphmnmfﬁmh tcdwlgnbfnwhmg fo;&_ﬁlgs n?tye srankam_ ns
%ﬁ’@?aﬁ%gstﬁéfﬁﬁgﬁ storing buyer-Apecific electronic

a an contract data sets for each buyer,
each dfta sthrage msp'edbr steringbityerspeciSe pofilredatey antbéantred datr for

b .
985, e Y W5l SRR L0 Dbl 75 o o ity of
rhwr u@mmap@mg ng:r@eﬁmﬂtbm@s Fnlangmmwvﬁten sivesane binysm and

ﬂgsg gement 30processing transaction data
%r |¢e&é?.er¢%prgnsacti ons i nvol vi ng ner chant
of f er ¢lentronis tivjsectionproceasing msantsifeni ¢ i nvent ory accor di ng

to the st

i spar at o Hocas i Hebilic sl inbdhne erch iR aupiet o

fap elegironicdapentorsragcasding to thewstoried, cantrigt deth and profils datei on,

audi ting el &fhd QfthCeidelllS a&fbnokﬁtcﬁwfxgr tﬁfg&han at least one
a buye

di fferent transactl on I nvol vi ng east
d’ﬁé’l Jer wingdepsagtianrdgte; inyeniory dite porrespoading koanrelestronielipventory of

erhild &t Lfan e I
ovvne %%Q’gr at e?yameteﬂh b%&geésg%dri]dgeaagtstg ct?‘% Ilrglb'\i/l\/iﬁlt‘rﬁlslwate

tirgasaption; and gloped tacfer the wensetiol.on, and st or ed
cont r act ﬁg%&c fnchier § kbRl Behal 5k befer in

processing el ectroni c, payment for each el ectronic
(7SRASE & therrdsine funtion indioatingdhas elegtronicorayises it aRprapsiateifenfhe
itandabtfoR @€ tO the auditing engine generating data |

i ndi catin 10that electronlq ayment propriate
for the t ingap npx %‘%‘l@%%’ﬁ'ﬁ ?F““’"“ﬁh‘"
Qhﬁ%ﬁ%tﬁnﬁa&%%ﬁ&h@aﬁyﬁ%ﬁ%tﬁ%ieﬂe agai nst at | east
one of the parties to each transaction for which

el ectronic paynent is processed. 17.The met hod of

dbai nFaraise i an etompted ftrankactipn processing system that processes different

electronic transactions involving a multitude of disparate buyers and providers and

pertaining to a buyer-specific electronic inventory of items to which merchant offerings in
the electronic transactions apply, a method including:

using a data storage arrangement, storing buyer-specific electronic profile data and
contract data sets for each buyer, each of the respective contract sets being defined for one
of the buyers and a predefined business relationship between the one buyer and at least
one provider; and

using a software-programmed transaction processor arrangement,

processing transaction data for different transactions involving merchant

offerings subject to an electronic inventory according to the stored contract data for the
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generating and sendi ng el ectroni c paynent approval
data to a financial instit@®ion-15 based el ectronic
paynment processing conputer systemthat effects

el ectroni c paynent for the transaction, and

assessing an el ectronic transaction processing fee for
financing the paynent for a transaction processed and
transmtting electronic funds transfer data to provide
funds to the financial institutigon for at | east

petieyles fligppratefensastiens beiug progwsedcand dwefle daia da ﬁgle?sg@e Bper
HolVREm R thashc@dn, C! @i m 16, further including a step of

cl assifying_ el ec?t'ronl c paynents, made _for particul ar

i nvent or y anditingeelectronie transpation data fos sachliffent fransaetion involving
R bajrer 'aﬁ‘d htﬁée@f SRIpret Bing fofsRUNE Bata, 1iverlos, dHRL émsgaﬁamg to

claim 16, wherein, for transactlons requirin
&t éleiwoewwebfwéaf itgnp o wuediand apsgated by the bRpiceFRd associated with the
paie Ssgithi frath@ioh! MY Stoked! Sinbrdt Cdala0 sfReifi8! for FRY electronic
vi ewi ng and approving involces pertaining to the

Btions, and auditing el ectronic transaction

dat a for w&sﬁxg SRR fAPmbil f5raBPE8Rrohi tfaBBliotl dRCheRlf of
ei)ctronl c buyer, approval - |nput for the transaction,

rthtraigachien Ingespenssite the quditipesnging eneeating detp fdiceting
mvammpwmmtlswa%ﬁhemﬁﬂwhn@f ferings in the

transactions apply is stored, data organi zed in, an
i-tenized &FEEIEEH P‘G"@&t"é{%"‘?ﬂ“ ar?cgiswﬁie againght leagtpne of the
BAHEY th Sdoli Gransadioh FAIHh RirSHi@pEmieRd: pratdatedl | Ng an
el ectronic inventory data for itens répresenting

tangi bl e goods or property; . contract data

&§6f i nThegnetivod @btleimciy firtherdnadudieg ween buyers and

Eﬁlyle(raét 0] @%%nlﬁ)tu%gﬂ%g {B&E‘(L ep#%%bﬁ%&nvent ory oneon‘

basedrpiecironismpyment proressing sommitar sytény thateffegty @leatqmwmentcfor
the transaction, and S

assessing an electronic transaction processing fee for financing the payment for a
transaction processed and transmitting electronic funds transfer data to provide funds to
the financial institution for at least a portion of the assessed transaction prooessihg fee.

18.  The method of claim 16, further including a step of classifying electronic
payments, made for particular inventory items, into expense classes based upon profile
information for the buyer,

19.  ‘The method of claim 16, whetein, for transactions requiring electronic buyer -
approval-input for payment, ‘
providing an clectronic interface to buyers for viewing and approving invoices
pertaining to the trahsactions, and
_ auditing electronic transaction data for each transaction in response fo receiving an
electronic buyer approval-input for the transaction.
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receive transacti on data defining aspects of a

transacti on; identify23using the received the

transaction data, a buyer associated with the

transaction data; 15access, fromthe tangi bl e storage

medi um buyer profile information for the buyer;

identify, using the transaction data, a set O

contract data; ~access the identified set of

ntract dat romthe tangiple storage nedi yn assess

et h 'Bﬁg?fgf’; gl pophereip e flegiropicyinyeptary of diegs; tar Wch

wiekcharit Refferfisein’ the tRka6lAL rapply i6l3fofed data orghibdd RV itemized

fromthe storage nediumand 1 n response to assessing,
%ﬁ%ﬂ?gpﬁ@gntory data for itenms associated with

the retrieved contract data; audit the

ans {.e@ﬂ::gﬁ' gai nst the accessed contract data
g%d i%&én ory gg{‘% by verifying that the payable rules
are shlengille goragahedium etoting t he transacti on data 25and

t he i nventor - A ' D . from.t.he
buyer bastgjg dueﬁgﬁ'h?ﬁ%‘gg‘g‘aiap 5:%?5 ljt ﬁgmﬁ ?%%%’P%o‘%ﬂ%lgf £°°ds or
22. Tmepedyist em of claim 21, wherein the one or nore

conput er %xﬁ%&%ﬁﬁ B@ﬁﬁﬁé}a{xﬁgl& Q)%ﬁihﬁ%&b%ﬂ{n g&%&%{l F?llﬁsh%nd

arranged to: I N response

t he i nvenbuayeypiofilerinformhation thablinks the tiuyesrto the itetne of the electronic
el ectihQniory-i Nventory data. 23. The system of claim 21,
wherein the one or nore conputer processors are

f ur t HREE oLBRCeuPUier PRsdssons configured e Sraagedido at e f ees

assessed . : I a%;ﬁl’:ts .he system
and gégggggﬁ%%geé ‘é“‘}g_&ég‘g"’?u at eg15 or gﬁ’&%r s and .
sel | ers bidepfithipsingthe seceivedothe srapwetiqncdateg e bupiereassagiated with

| t empdicndRBeseHg al | fees for that itemover a given
time period. . -
access, from the tangible storage medium, buyer profile information for the

buyer;

Zidentify, using the transaction data, a set of contract data;

access the identified set of contract data from the tangible storage medium;

assess whether or not electronic inventory data is associated with the
retrieved contract data;

retrieve, from the storage medium and in response to assessing, electronic
inventory data for items associated with the tetrieved contract data;

audit the fransaction data against the accessed contract data and inventory
data by verifying that the payable rules are satisfied relative to the transaction data
and the inventory data; and

authorize payment from the buyer based upon the audit of the transaction
data.

22, ' The system of claim 21, wherein the one or more computer processors are further

configured and arranged fo: N -
identify that an inventory item is not available for an inventory item to which the

transaction data applies; and '
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24. The system of claim 23, wherein the one or nore
conputer processors are ful#her configured and

arranged to reduce, prior to authorization of paynent,
an anount of 10 paynment in the paynent authorization

by the amount of the assessed fees. 25. The system of
claim 21, wherein the one or nore conputer processors
are further configured and arranged to assess

recurring transactions associated with tangible

pr operefds igvisengnsento idpifring thebipventdry iterm, sldlinventoryi itematoe the

aae@dgggm@!ﬁgg,wnent processi ng sequence i ndependent
fromthe recéipt of new transaction data. 15 26. The
system of claim 25, wherein the recurring transactions

| 28¢| ucthe sRRat oft diahf 21TPVEE:GN e GRe bfhork %Smﬁtﬂ&%rwe&o:s are further
m 1,

property. .27. A ,system according to clal claim15
oﬁ”“ﬁg‘ﬁ?%qﬂﬂ ; ¥ met hod according to claim 16, and

subst altul@t Fags BSesbBAtE biiyeiRs SdlleR TSk vk bfithé Shemenae to
t he acconptﬁ\n¥| ngald wfn s. 20 . i
assess the fees calculated for buyers and sellers by grouping fees for a particular

inventory item and assessing all fees for that item over a given time period.

24.  The system of claim 23, wherein the one or more computer processors are further
configured 'and arranged to reduce, prior to authorization of payment, an amount of
payment in the payment authorization by the amount of the assessed fees.

25.  The system of claim 21, wherein the one or more computer processors are further
configured and arranged to assess recurring transactions associated with tangible property
owned and operated by a buyer and to initiate an audit and payment processing sequence
independent from the receipt of new transaction data.

26.  The system of claim 25, wherein the recurring transactions include repetitive
maintenance for the tangible property. ‘

27. A system according to claim 1, claim 15 or claim 21, or a method according to
claim 16, and substantially as herein described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.



