WO 2005/ 093151 PCT/ A020051000447 CRADLE FOR HOLDI NG AN ELECTRIC | RON
TECHNI CAL FIELD 5 The present invention relates to a cradle for holding an

electric iro OM as to a nmounting adaptor for tp@T&ﬁmﬁAWG?CIJND
OF THE | NVE t electric irons are often the cause of personal

injury or property damage, g occur when they are
not properly put away ol . Ly (s 1mmiie sjore rtise. A honenmaker may
| eave a hot electric iron unattended whi |l e perforn1ng ot her 15 househol d

t asks, such crying infant, answering the phone, or stirring
t he kltchen | d or pet tugglng on the cord to the iron may
knock it over, causing the hot iron surface to contact an ignitable surface

o e B @%*%ﬂ?%‘sf°ﬂa*’§‘9w§eﬂ%§dn%&%‘ﬁ§‘%nge?§t 2005

Patent No. 2,t5a4paiotingedaptokionthediralld.oses an el ectric iron hol der that
includes an upright base plate, a support, and retainer flanges at opposed
si des of the su-oort for slldabl engagi ng and retaining an iron relative to
the support Ballss DRETHEINYENIIQNS| t i oni ng when not in use or when
heated. 25 The retalner flanges do not extend the full height of the iron
when supported wthin the holder, and so it _nay be possible for a snal

child to ¥ addotelastric irensazeiten the pause f pessonal njury arpieperty damagees si des of
the hol der. 30ekig: 5548 Mat My oderftHhefl fiibylafe ADEHOBENFH R AT 2BePllserect i ¢ iron

hol der that | ncludes an uprlght base portion, a stop, and opposed side
fl anges for <TUHEHIRAUSEIRIEEi ng and retaining an iron that i s so di sposed on
the holder that its point is Iovverm)st The side flanges do not extend the

ot Fonor orkbtSaaken e in e P HSShE ob Gubdindi8 il petS5REP6eHR' 79 €N
15  household tasks, such as tending to a crying infant, answering the phone, or
stirring the kitchen pot. A small child or pet tugging on the cord to the iron
may knock it over, causing the hot iron surface to contact an ignitable surface
or to scorch the skin. A small child may also seek to grab the bot iron, an act
which would result in painful burns to the hands and fingers.
20
US Patent No. 2,514,400 to Larkins discloses an electric iron holder that
includes an upright base plate, a support, and retainer flanges at opposed
sides of the support for slidably engaging and retaining an iron relative to the
support to facilitate its safe positioning when not in use or when heated.
25
/M\C The retainer flanges do not extend the full height of the iron when supported
within the holder, and so it may be possible for a small child to place their
fingers upon the hot iron surface from the sides of the holder.

30 US Patent No. 2,486,448 to Traxler discloses an electric iron holder that
includes an upright base portion, a stop, and opposed side flanges for slidably
engaging and retaining an iron that is so disposed on the holder that its point
is lowermost. The side flanges do not extend the full height of the iron when
supported in the holder, thereby making the hot iron prone to being touched



WO 2605/ 093151 PCT/ AU2005/ 000447 by a small child fromthe sides of the

hol der, and from beneath the holder as the point of the iron is exposed.
Al'so a smal | be able to grip the handle of t in the
hol der and eas&ﬁgf’@ils it free, because of the rel ativgﬁy“ggwgl ght of
the side flanges in cdgi)arlson to the he| ht of the 5 iron whilst in the
hol der. US Pat &nesmpit éunabemth\thehgtdm 232 to

Burni sh et al de&om ffer t he
tﬁypﬁﬁit%ﬁle%% he rel at | veI ygﬁ%o F %EI

af orenenti oned. problens arising fron# ght of their

fl ange nmenber shawllecfthe irap whijstip the holder apg eqsily liftyit freq N 1t is an

obj ect of the Pélﬁﬁ@l?fshbﬂ‘height Shtteideflasgeddn aozﬁp@rﬁbﬁtéﬂfeﬂa@t:@lbﬂﬁe an 15
electric irgn afteg, tﬁ?i‘g“é'l ng a pause in use, when the iron is still

hot, that 8iv&en e of mind in knowing that the hot iron
surface is safer, conceal ed frorn or inaccessible to, the hands of a snull

child or an ig ot er t he inve t|o to,provide an
electric iron gﬁé’&?"‘@ﬁ"ﬁa’twur ’é’é and f@gﬂ%h%@?'mq" r}? al ypport

over appr oxi maﬁumuammnmmmmmmmeimmﬂmm cradl e, thereby
rendering the of I ng the..no t ermedifficult for
a small child PW§EW§’#§’§%&E§’W¥@1 éﬁ%@éﬁgﬁ} art. 25 It is
yet anot henOobpempared tatheivonventi on to provide a support assenbl y for an
electric iron conprising an electric iron cradle and a nounting adaptor

t herefor. 30 SUNIVARY CF THE |1 NVENTI ON According to the invention there is
provi ded a cr a@BIECDHOFIHEINVENTION ectric iron conprising an upright base

plate to which, in use, a sole plate of the electric ironis in facing

ref@tionship, a support plate extending outwardly 2 WO 20QUa93151
PCT™AU2005/ 000 t4gan object of the present invention to provide a cradle for holding an

18 electric iron after use or during a pause in use, when the iron is still hot, that
gives the user peace of mind in knowing that the hot iron suface is safely
concealed from, or maccesm'ble to the hands of asmall chlld oranlgmtable

e SRR

T

20 Itis another object of the invention to provide an electric iron cradle that
requires lifting of the iron from its support over approximately its full height
before it is free of the cradle, thereby rendering the task of removing the iron
from the cradle more difficult for a small child than is the case with the
aforementioned prior art.

26

t It is yet another object of the invention to provide a support assembly for an
electric iron comprising an electric iron cradle and a mounting adaptor

therefor.

30 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention there is provided a cradle for holding an electric
iron comprising an upright base plate to which, in use, a sole plate of the
electric iron is in facing relationship, a support plate extending outwardly



fromone side of the | ower end of the upright base plate for supporting a
heel of the electric iron, first and second side fl anges extending
sed sides of the upright base plate _and term pating in

outwardly fraom Q g
respective fr‘%%”“@@ BL that are spaced apart from each GUAEIYE*Erine a
si de opening, the 5 conbination of the upright base plate, .support plate,

and first andﬁgmmmﬂmlbm@ddvfumgb@ehbmﬁongamgali@i t he

electric iron aﬁﬁ: MM Wlnmrdly
toward each o%er to gener y correspond ge s aﬁ of the

el ectric ironopppged m t he side

openi ng of theggek s%&ﬁ bﬂﬁi’t%eﬁlsﬁe% ttﬂg 10 first and
second side flan es extend dI y to defi ne Ci) enl that is at a
suffici ent5heP‘§H %“P‘e&}ﬁ R‘ﬁ&ts“PPRé*Elﬂ@@ fi %W‘Hﬂﬂ‘% ed from

within the cgasy forithe eleeiritiiton, thedAUR sebond/sfiEoval from
the top openi the dl e. the adle in Iudes a rack
integral ly Joﬁwgﬂ“&ﬁﬁﬁfmﬁ@gmf&ﬁéﬁgﬁéh GPHESIQ“ d of the iron
t her eaglout Itmes”@gegmegﬂtﬁe%mnfdna&apw oﬁtmléchﬁl%s are fla(rjed
outwardly at re e uy en reof. so t t to ening is w der
than the 20 sfiB mé?ﬁ?’éngé)?{tg W@F%@ﬁnﬂ?mn&ﬁm&%%free edges of
tlhe fi rst1ﬁndﬁﬁemmdjﬁdem eﬁeﬂb gl Wwapdly it deéfirdia top bp@ﬂndgﬂﬁmgtahe supportOI
plate to the to enin ere te eni er .|tstopen
than at its bﬂﬁﬁgﬂgﬁmg" 'ﬂ%"g‘ﬁ? tﬁ%\ 8":5’? [‘%} qcl udes a

pl anar wal | pthetcrsaile bynat leasbivefull hpdght tooemable s remowl ﬁomﬁmtmpd;hm::gol di ng
caV|ty to sepgtrtg%%_a&ﬂe sole plate of the electric iron fromthe planar wall

@Q ng"to another aspect of the invention, there is provided
pport assenbly for an electric iron conprising the abovenentioned

electric Bﬁ@%&%g&qﬂ ﬂ@H@és' Wﬂ%]&ﬂ&fﬁfﬁﬁdﬁa \Qﬁe2003/ 093151

PCT/ AU20 0
flanges for looping a cord of the iron thereabout.

It is preferred that the first and second side flanges are flared outwardly at
respective upper ends thereof so that the top opening is wider than the
20 support plate.

In a preferred form, the respective free edges of the first and second side
flanges diverge in a direction from the support plate to the top opening,
whereby the side opening is wider at its top end than at its bottom end.
25
C The upright base plate preferably includes a planar wall portion and ribbed
' portions that project into the holding cavity to separate the sole plate of the
electric iron from the planar wall portion.

30 According to another aspect of the invention, there is provided a support
assembly for an electric iron comprising the abovementioned electric iron
cradle and a mounting adaptor therefor.



Preferably, the nounting adaptor includes a base portion and an upwardly
st epped portion, the upwardly stepped portion being adapted to engage to a

hol | ow ski rt Y at the underside of the support BB%M%' e cradle.
51t is prefggf’%?{; the upwardly stepped portion incl u%es sl o 2 f or med
t hrough side walls_ thereof, and theugéu ow skirted portlon i ncl udes teeth

that are adapreerably, s meyeting adapter dhase portigp and pRyPYElYCr adl e to the
m)gntl n% adaﬁkﬁﬁpﬂ&mm%@ﬁwmwmﬂ?bﬁﬁdhﬂhaw*ﬁ ar'éll on is

wi der than t rtJon or |l ocat gteswte portion
over the stepﬁgﬁfﬁb%ﬁ'id‘?%w%f’ﬂg%‘c’ﬂlﬁ rgidg of the B tg ®over the
nmounti ng adaptor in a direction so as to cause the teeth to engage the
slots. 15 ghe m)uF} tor pref %@(i) Ind‘ﬂﬁ F ns for abutting
agai nst a °wafi®B ?ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%‘émsﬁ}) i("? B‘i tﬁﬁ%s 5'8?% engage t he
slots so as t&mpglmiMaﬂéthemoﬁdhéﬂmlhpﬂomghmépotﬂmmGuMltmﬂﬂaptor in a
direction that al |l ow §;gg t shots. 20 Preferably,
t he nounti ng v%g %8%%}5&? pr ess pane H‘%&? nmeans projects
upwardly ther «aiaummgad@tan ess panel being adapt ed to flexibly pivot

downwar dl y upon application of downward pressure thereon, whereby the catch
means no | onger abuts against the wall of the skirted portion and the

cradl e canOs| iniapreferred foom the hollowsliddedpartion is wider than thexpwardly woul d al | ow

}:lhgurgfl tlegt Q#Pﬂﬁﬁﬁevat I]%CHE?EVI e&ngg re@%}éﬁl C i ronD?rA\\a\cyj:\ISSof

the 30 mventeraélebem@shpteﬂmglidamﬁh@m g sdapior ippdipedionogs i er r ed

unting adaptgise g%agtger;wlectrlc iron cradle of Figure 1. 4 WO
%093151 PCT/ AU2005/ 000447 Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the
el ric iron cradle shown in Figure 1.

15  The mounting adaptor preferably includes catch means for abutting against a
wall of the hollow skirted portion when the teeth engage the slots so as to
prevent the cradle sliding over the mounting adaptor in a direction that would
allow the teeth to disengage the slots.

20  Preferably, the mounting adaptor includes a press panel, and the catch means
projects upwardly therefrom, the press panel being adapted to flexibly pivot
downwardly upon application of downward pressure thereon, whereby the
catch means no longer abuts against the wall of the skirted portion and the
cradle can slide over the mounting adaptor in a direction that would allow the

25  teeth to disengage the slots,

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a preferred electric iron cradle of the

30 invention.

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of a preferred mounting adaptor for
engaging the electric iron cradle of Figure 1.



Figure 4 is a side elevational view of the nounting adaptor shown in Figure
z 5 Figure ,51is a top perspective view of a preferred electric iron support
assenbl y of the invention show ng the electric iron cradle of Figure i

di sengaged f MSM®¥#¥%hounting adaptor of Figure 2. Fighf "gottom
perspective view of the electric iron support assenbly 10 shown in Figure
5. Figure 7 |Eigarqama3ﬂpehvwomhuﬁcpﬁﬂbe&summnmcﬁemmw%d to the
nount i ng adaptor shown in Figure 2. 15 Figure 8 is a front el evational view
of the electric iron support assenmbl y shown in_Figure 7 supporting an

el ectric i ronFigmegLis a sieielevatiqngl “Wé{ﬂ‘@lmﬂmsmle 2.c iron
support assenbly with supported electric iron shown in Figure 8. 20 Figure
lo is a right_side perspective view of the electric iron support assenbly
wi th suppo? t eFigresds A top Rerenecliyroiiay ohh mreigired gleginicirpnsuppgt agsemblySCRI PTI ON OF

THE PREFERRE%@W&@%M&%J&%%%&MM%&W in the
SS |

Figures is injection noylded i n one piece of a gla re reinforced
t her nosetti ng “‘Eﬁ%@'&fm%at urated polyester resin. The cradle 1o

has a hei ght which |s slightly greater than that of an electric iron 12
which is crad]ed or | d thereln The radle 10 has an 30 upright base plate
14, a support“ﬁ’%‘t i G’FW&HCE BRI Om ERPO Yhe | ower end
of the uptd ghshobads Figned § 14 and first and second side flanges 18,20
extendi ng outwardly from opposed sides of the upright base plate 14. The
first and second side flanges 18,20 term nate in respective free edges that
are spaced apﬁgﬁmfrmﬁphﬂ@ievmﬂthemdiedhéwm'mmgmiedenmwme The upright base
5 WD 2005/ 093151 PCT/ 1000447 plate and the first and second side

'f"T”Cges exten 0%% fop

16  Figure 8 is a front elevational view of the electric iron support assembly shown
in Figure 7 supporting an electric iron.

Figure 9 is a top elevational view of the electric iron support assembly with
supported electric iron shown in Figure 8.

20
Figure 10 is a right side perspective view of the electric iron support assembly
with supported electric iron shown in Figures 8 and 9.

25
T The electric iron cradle 10 shown in the Figures is injection moulded in one

piece of a glass fibre reinforced thermosetting material based on unsaturated
polyester resin. The cradle 10 has a height which is slightly greater than that of
an electric iron 12 which is cradled or held therein. The cradle 10 has an

30 upright base plate 14, a support plate 16 extending outwardly from one side of
the lower end of the upright base plate 14, and first and second side flanges
18,20 extending outwardly from opposed sides of the upright base plate 14.
The first and second side flanges 18,20 terminate in respective free edges that
are spaced apart from each other to define a side opening. The upright base



opening. The first and second side flanges are angled inwardly toward each
other to generally correspond to the wedge shape of the electric iron and to
prevent renoval of the electric iron fromthe aide opening of the cradle.
The 5 conbi nat¥WH¥P3ihr i ght base plate, support pl ate,P%ﬁﬂUW"and second
side flanges define a holding cavity for an electric iron. The top opening

is at a suffipliaterandiile fitst andsegend side flanges extendapwandly ¢¢ defineiadopr on be 1ifted
fromw thin t W%@ﬁﬂaﬁs&@ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&g&%nﬁﬁé&ﬁfw&ﬂymﬁéﬁ s renoval

fromthe top opening of the cradle. 10 A rack 21 is inhtegra %ej oined to
one of the si dether @ggreralncarrspensgithe shapepf ther elegigic irppand teer eabout .

Each side fl anggvef réfloval of the eREtr2 Woldici the@ideopeig bf 418 chHAe TheNds t her eof
so 15 that_the top opening is wder than the support plate_16. The

respective ¥r eeomhigtionsif uppightihapep Ppart plade, apd rstiand gecondpider ge in a
cheeing T fr'Od t ot IQI;:Homjﬁéd t%&ah i.ts.b Ft%ﬂﬂ : %tattﬁhe SIdeht b
opening is wider_at its top en i.ts bo .en e uprig ase
plate 14 incl u¥iBcientheightso a5tpreqyire %ﬁ"z@"%ﬂ“ﬁ’?gb %‘F’t"f&“’é% t hat

proj ect into t&adieby di legstes Vill height t6 epsbleitaembeal fne theltap Gpeding dfe el ectric
iron fromthe ﬁ]grf e of the planar wall portion. The overall height of the

cradle lois s % greater than the height of the iron 25 12 when hel d
therein soighat the hot iron surface or sole plate is safely conceal ed from

or inaccessible to, the hands .of sma I 1.d or an.ignitable urf ace.

Apertures 30 fgfuﬁ)‘&’:éﬁ A%ﬂ%%gt@e%@f - rkf’ﬁ@"?’i“ﬁEh'a’afr"('-i&form&*d 30
t hrough t he upsfthéirobtiseresbbat.e 14 to enable the cradle io to be tenporarily
or permanently secured to, say, a wall or door near an ironing table. The

cr—@e lo may alternatively be attached to the iron table itself, or may be
| e unat t ac hBethtsideflapgtifigo wflarddahtwindlyst sespectiva gpper ends therenfeo | ocat i on,

;Fg[‘eaieaé@p@ﬁ?{h@mﬁ&ﬁﬂnﬁ&ﬁs AREE Hihthe MDPoR DO 16T He WHpRUAR flel® SUPPOT't
edges of the first and second side flanges diverge in a direction from the
support plate to the top opening so that the side opening is wider at its top end
than at its bottom end.

20 The upright base plate 14 includes a planar wall portion 26 and ribbed
portions 28 that project into the holding cavity to separate the sole plate of the
electric iron from the surface of the planar wall portion.

The overall height of the cradle 10 is slightly greater than the height of the iron
25 12 when held therein so that the hot iron surface or sole plate is safely
L concealed from, or inaccessible to, the hands of a small child or an ignitable
surface.

Apertures 30 for receiving hanging hooks, screws or the like are formed

30 through the upright base plate 14 to enable the cradle 10 to be temporarily or
permanently secured to, say, a wall or door near an ironing table. The cradle
10 may alternatively be attached to the iron table itself, or may be left
unattached to anything and left free standing in a storage location, such as a
cupboard. Similar apertures may be formed through the support plate 16



WO 2005/ 093151 YC7/ AUZW ZJ-" - 1 where it is desired to permanently secure
the cradle io to, say, a table or shelf surface. However, the cradle to is

suited to beiy &d renovably to a nounting adapt 0:8488L:¢ @ support
assenbly for tﬁe e’wactrl c iron. 5 The nounting adapt orggé 'S made of a

simlar materi 1£t at of the crﬁdlet an |ncludes a@ase rtion 34
and an upvvardl"%’eget Wﬂﬁ“ﬁg E’ﬂ%@d‘ fap ed to
engage to a hehifaw, thﬁwﬁhpem&ﬂaxmﬁ&mﬂm mbdﬁll’edlrﬁﬁoﬁbhiﬂﬂﬁ support plate
of the cradle. 10 _.The.u r d ste or nc es, slots 40 forned
through si de VRHRLng Pﬁ@%@ %%ﬂ&%ﬁ@@rﬁ $¥¥n i ncl udes teeth
42 that are adapted to engage respective slots for mounting the cradle to

t he mounti g hg Egl ﬂ EBrH@B ﬁ% wﬁer t he

upwar dl y stepé@g PP% @soh{aﬁfﬁe e SKIr por |oncr%(§n ocat e over
the stepped pmﬁmnﬂudmbasesmmmmmﬂmmdladtepp«kp‘aubn%drme slid over the
nount i ng adap ﬁ'ﬂ &W] !:Eg” age the slots.
The nounting a W SO ‘ﬁ&?%g?% S, dﬁ) {?Qﬁgrmof ranp 20
| i ke proj ect i emdersdidle of thetsuppert plateof it cradl e.al I of the hoI | ow skirted portion

when the teeth engage the slots. In this way, the cradle is prevented from
sliding over the nounting adaptor in a direction that will cause the teeth

to di sengdfe Thrupwariysteped postion ineludes;slats4o foamed througheide pallsat ed in the
mount i N9 adapiRireofiill the Bioll W Rkirtkd $6iiBh chiddek fath fAHat MeGhpraprar dl y

therefrom The press panel 46 I's adapted to flexibly pivot® downwardly upon

appl i cati on ofengrggaofPeetivesiots for moun cradlgtathemenntingadaptor, the ranp hi ke

%ect ions no | onger abut against the wall of the skirted portion and the
-

c

eis free t e oyer the adaptor in direction that
auses the tegi“ﬁgf’@"ﬂ? %@@%%\"gﬁ%&gﬁg’ B“@P%%HP%?’?O be
det ached ﬁsomsblﬂmm.mrtaqmﬂ e@ﬁep?&i iohEWhkN bd'd SCrews or the

e A e o et B ABS  F

that enables the teeth to engage the slots.

The mounting adaptor also has catch means, in the preferred form of ramp

20 like projections 44, that abut against a wall of the hollow skirted portion when
the teeth engage the slots. In this way, the cradle is prevented from sliding
over the mounting adaptor in a direction that will cause the teeth to disengage
the slots.

26  There is a press panel 46 incorporated in the mounting adaptor, and the ramp
’C like projections 44 project upwardly therefrom. The press panel 46 is adapted
to flexibly pivot downwardly upon application of downward pressure thereon.
Upon such movement, the ramp like projections no longer abut against the
wall of the skirted portion and the cradle is free to slide over the mounting
30 adaptor in a direction that causes the teeth to disengage the slots and allows
the cradle to be detached from the mounting adaptor.

Apertures 48 for receiving screws or the like are formed through the base
portion 34 of the mounting adaptor 32 to enable the mounting adaptor to be



7 WD 2005/ 093151 PCT/ AU2005/ 000447 secured to a horizontal s r ce, say, near
an ironing table. The nounting adaptor nay, alternatively, be unsecured to

any surface R defeosgovably supported, say, to the ir¢opaguobsdobaritsel f or
to a stand connected to one side of the ironing table. 5 In use, the

electric iron J,% L QQJnd...J‘ fheect Qndot SF b el d, heel first,
from above thé cradle 10 t “"o"ﬁ’g‘g'ﬁ“t’%gj Fop ope tp@efl ne:ﬁ@m{/ he upper edges
of the upri ghtdipieempy,atternprivaindesinsheureddn smgcebmlmamnm bei ng

supported on E%gp%gpﬁg @{ﬁgm&? g&? &,t the iron
12 is 10 in faciing re g‘uonsm o the uprlg ase O%Xan t he heel 51

of the iron 1!3181;@11%&1 st ed on the base pl ate 16. The f| rst and second

fl anges 1820 are so angl ed inwardly toward each other that they prevent

si deways rermval of the iron 12 fromthe cradle 1o, whether 15 that may

ot herw se occ %%ﬁ%ﬁ@’bﬂ‘&%‘#ﬂmﬁ@mﬁ%‘gﬁ&bbﬁﬁémw A6H s handl e and

trying to pul kit fréabodd thetialR 161 ﬂﬂrmﬁépéxﬁl%deﬁ%QdBﬁtﬂerWel ng knocked
over. The onIy way .i.n whj ch the, iron be y,.renoved from
within the F"'%Yﬁr"ﬁ'd"et%?é'ﬁﬁwg'“ { %E‘;H&F g ?’%aiifé@ PﬂPﬁugh the side o
_, _a openi ngs@@dﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂt’ﬁ@s@}ﬁﬁpﬁdt@i'&l%ﬁch]ﬁaﬂﬁe%ldplaté*gmhéiiank:EEn 12

us u

upwardly tQ | over | ]" hei gh tPipgre It l,ve the cradle 10,

t hereby rdfdeid Hging ¢ f‘@" mopddl e 1o
difficult forlﬁwmwt@ise the iron 12 |s held within the cradle
|l o, a cord of the iron maybe | ooped or wound about the rack 21 in the
manner of a storage reel. It wll be readily apparent to persons skilled in
the art that (Thefintiand sexdid flamges 08,20 areysolangled itovardly devet leachodtheresi gn and

€ofStruction gf ,th | ect L [ ran it tin tor without
deg™i ti ng fro%ﬁt%%§§§8‘f)eg£ %1?1&%91‘&{1&&1 &frtﬁglrgn ygomtﬁe fR4i 10, wghe%ﬂe?rp
15 that may otherwise oceur as a result of a small child grabbing the iron’s handle
and trying to pull it away from the cradle, or of the cradled iron being knocked

aver.

The only way in which the iron 12 may be ordinarily removed from within the

22 erodie 1o is by oripping the iron’s handie 50 that protrudes through the side
opening between the side flanges 18,20 and lifting the iron 12 upwardly to just
over its full height before it is free of the cradle 10, thereby rendering the task
of removing the iron 12 from the cradie 10 difficult for a smali child.

25  Once the iron 12 is beld within the cradle 10, a cord of the iron may be looped
f or wound about the rack 21 in the manner of a storage reel.

It will be readily apparent to persons skilled in the art that various
modifications may be made in details of design and construction of the electric

30 iron cradle and its mounting adaptor without departing from the scope or
ambit of the invention.



anbit of the invention. 8 WO 1005/ 093151 PCT/ AU2005/ 000447 CLAIM 1. A
cradl e for holding an electric iron conprising an upright base plate to

which, in use, a sole plate of the electric ironis i ' rel ationship,
a support plXPOIBLNGing outwardly from one side of ?ﬁ&%@&%@ékd of the
upright base plate for supporting a heel of the electric iron, first and
second side GIAAMges extendi ng outwardly from opposed side's of the upright
base plate and terminating in respective free edges that are spaced apart
fromeach other firs_Jenne a sine opening, the conbination of the upright
base plate, Suppoftriiiaius kg 3 gesircirp Qmmineanawrightbrse plagetd ni ng a

hol di ng cavi tphitin hdke a sBleGkite bifrhk ERBrricksdAl id in' B, si de flanges
bei ng angl ed i nward toxr_g_“egch other to generally corrgspond to the wedge

shape of the SEPRRILP - 10 -pf event ~renoval™ of -the €fectric iron from

the side openipghohast ABCIAGhshortingd\Ehedl 6f thbaledtiit iroh, filbea sabtide and the
first and second side”fl anges extiglnd upvvarmk efine a top_opening that

dly.to
is at a suff iSiedRErRAIRREEPARERT Y o gppYse g’ﬁﬁt"f R bRy on be lifted

fromw thin tidag téinadhtendin rédb0astec il el L. helglits pat:dr@nahlkedts renoval
fromthe top opeping.of the cradle,.2., The cradl.e.of Cll aim1 and including a
rack i nt egr al'P{eiH HHte PR Gte 5o hination gthe uppight base plate SIAPGR 4 cord of the
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upwardly to define a on opening that is at a sufficient height so as to require

that the electric iron be lifted from within the cradle by at least its full height

to enable its removal from the top opening of the cradle.

2.  'The cradle of claim 1 and including a rack integrally joined to one of the
side flanges for looping a cord of the iron thereabout.

3.  The cradle of claim 1 wherein the first and second side flanges are flared
outwardly at respective upper ends thereof so that the top opening is wider
than the support plate.

4. The cradle of claim 1 wherein the respective free edges of the first and
second side flanges diverge in a direction from the support plate to the top
opening, whereby the side opening is wider at its top end than at its bottom
end.



5. The cradle of claim1l wherein the upright base plate includes a planar
wal | portion and ri bbed portions that project into the holding cavity to

separate the sole plate of the electric -- - 6. A support assenbly for an
electric ironWOWPYPEShg the cradle of claim1l and a nBUtHAVII 84Dt or
therefor. 7. The support assenbly of claim®6 wherein the nounting adaptor

i ncludes abase poiti-ofi-afdi-an :upwarlidby «stigibase platet includes plat@nar dl y

stepped portion.being adapted ta _engage to,.a hol .skirfed portion at the
undersi de of Vﬁép‘%’iﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬂm“mw&ﬁw@*w&ﬁ%@ d’%&‘ﬁ'ﬁ%&g’t assenmbly of

cl ai m 7 wher ei sephiute theseledilate of thp plectsio drotifom: taghudes=Elotssf or med t hr ough
sidewal I s thereof and the hollow skirted portion includes teeth that are

adapted to engage respective slots for he idle to the nounting adaptor. 9.
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adaptor in a direction so as to cause the teeth to engage the slots. to. The
support assenbly of claim8 wherein the nounting adaptor includes catch
means for abutting against a wall of the hollow skirted portion when the
teeth engage the Fhesuppsst assembly of daishe whereinthe glounting adapgorivelndeshe nount i ng

adaptor in a dj baelHoAfd ddlanRitlar bepied Bube Bty 6gage the slots. 10
portion being adapted to engage to a hollow skirted portion at the underside
of the support plate of the cradle.

8. The support assembly of claim 7 wherein the upwardly stepped portion
includes slots formed through side walis thereaf. and the hallaw skirted

portion includes teeth that are adapted to engage respective slots for
mmonniing the eradle to the mounting adaptor.

9. The support assembly of claim 8 wherein the hollow skirted portion is
wider than the upwardly stepped portion for locating the skirted portion over
the stepped portion, the cradie being adapted to slide over the mounting
adaptor in a direction so as to cause the teeth to engage the slots.

10. The support assembly of claim 8 wherein the mounting adaptor includes
catch means for abutting against a wall of the hollow skirted portion when the
teeth engage the slots so as to prevent the eradle sliding over the mounting
adaptor in a direction that would allow the teeth to disengage the slots.
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