
A composite for retarding microbi- ological contamination containing a hy-
drophobic material containing an acid re- leasing agent, and a hydrophilic
material containing anions that are capable of re- acting with hydronium
ions to generate gas. The hydrophilic and hydrophobic materials are
adjacent and substantially free of water, and the hydrophilic mate- rial is
capable of generating and releasing the gas after hydrolysis of the acid
releas- ing agent.    


