
ABSTRACT This invention includes a video encoding unit (10l - 112) which
creates a video code stream (137) by encoding an input video signal (l31)
by using a reference picture signal (14l), a reference picture encoding
unit (113 - 1l5) which creates a reference  picture code stream (147) by
encoding a reference  picture signal (141), and a multiplexing unit (l17)
which creates an output code stream (149) by multiplexing the video code
stream (l37) and reference picture code stream (l47).  


