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It is likewise an object of the invention to provide a container which
houses the blister cards BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
in such a manner that only the card currently being used is exposed for
removal. 1. Field of the invention.                    5       It is also
an object of the invention to provide a container which prevents shifting
of the remaining The present invention relates to containers for  cards
during the interval while the current blister storing blister cards
containing medicaments and   card is removed. more particularly, for
storing such blister cards to  It is further an  object of the invention
that the increase compliance and monitoring of long, com-   70  current
card cannot be reinserted other than in its plex therapeutic regimens.
proper order. It is additionally an object of the invention to 2.
Description of prior art.                       provide a means to monitor
compliance which can easily be taken to the doctor. Treatment for certain
medical disorders can  15 involve a complex therapeutic regimen where the
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION patient is required to take certain medications on
certain days. Since the patient is required to take a  In accordance with
one aspect of the present particular medication at a particular point in
the  invention there is provided a package for improving regimen and other
medications at other times, the   20  compliance with a therapeutic
regimen. The regi- complexity of these regimens results in low overall  men
involves a plurality of medicaments to be compliance. Many blister cards
have been devel-    administered to a patient in a prescribed sequence oped
which include indicia indicating at what time a  and at specified
intervals. The package includes a particular medication is to be taken.
multiplicity of blister cards having generally uniform Leonard et al, U.S.
Patent 4,736,849, discloses  25  planar dimensions. These blister cards
carry the a blister card folded in-half containing one com-  medicaments in
sequential order on the individual plete cycle of several medications to be
taken over  cards and from card-to-card. The blister cards are a one month
period. Imprinted on the blister card is  placed in stacked array with the
principal dimen- indicia which relates each pill or group of pills to a
sions thereof oriented generally horizontally and particular day of the
month. The blister card is  30  arranged in order of card use with the
first to be folded in half in order to reduce its dimensions.  used
topmost. Also included in the package is a U.S. Patent 4,295,567, to
Knudsen, discloses a  base which houses the stack of blister cards. The
blister card housing two separate medicaments      base is adapted to
support the stack vertically and with indicia denoting that one type of
medicament  has means to provide lateral support to maintain is to be taken
during the day and the other medica-  35  vertical alignment of the edges
of the blister cards. ment is to be taken at night. The blister card
The base permits direct and unobstructed access contains five full cycles;
one cycle for each of five  to the uppermost blister card of the stack and
days.                                             limited access only to
the edges of the blister The effectiveness of these blister cards are
cards. Additionally, a lid is adapted to cover the limited by the practical
physical limitations on the   40  base and is moveable to an open position
whereby dimensions of each card. Problems arise when a     access to said
uppermost blister card is provided. complete cycle of treatment cannot be
convenient- ly placed entirely on one card.                    BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS When dealing with multiple cards it is entirely
possible that at some point in the treatment, par-  45  Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the preferred ticularly if the treatment is lengthy,
confusion will  embodiment of the box in the closed position. result and
the wrong card will be pulled from the    Figure 2 is a perspective view of
the preferred container. Consequently, the patient may take the
embodiment of the box in the partially opened wrong medication at the wrong
time. To avoid this,   position. it is desirable to provide a container for
the blister  so  Figure 3 is a perspective view of the preferred cards
which eliminates, or substantially reduces the  embodiment of the box in
the fully opened posi- likelihood of confusion.
tion. It is an object of the invention to provide mul-  Figure 4 is an
exploded perspective view of the tiple medications to the patient for
complex thera-  base and lid of the preferred embodiment. peutic regimens
which increases compliance.   55     Figure 5 is an enlarged
cross-sectional detail It is further an object of the invention is  to
view taken along line 5-5 of Figure 1 showing provide a container for
housing several blister      the joints between the base and lid when the
cards.                                               box is closed. 2   



3                EP 0 391 459 B1                       4 Figure 6 is an
enlarged cross-sectional detail    With continuing reference to Figure 4,
the base view of the latch taken along line 6-6 of Figure 1  23 can be
injection molded and is preferably made showing the latch in the locked
position.      out of materials such as polystyrene, acrylonitrile- Figure
7 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail  butadiene-strene (ABS) copolymer,
polypropylene view of the latch taken along line 7-7 of Figure 2   5
copolymer, PVC, cellulose butyrate, cellulose pro- showing the latch in its
depressed position.   pionate or a butadiene styrene such as K-resin Figure
8 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail  KR01. The base 23 is defined by a
bottom 38, two view of the latch supporting the lid in the par-  sides 39,
a front 40 and, as seen in Figure 3, an tially open position and taken
along line 7-7 of  interior back wall 41. The interior back wall 41 is a
Figure 2.                                 10  partial wall constructed at a
slight inward angle so Figure 9 is an enlarged cross-sectional view   that
it does not interfere with the back wall 28 of illustrating the
interlocking connection of the lid  the lid 22 upon closure. There is a
recess 42 along to the base.                                   the rear
edge of the underside of the bottom 38 Figure 10 is a perspective view of
the preferred  wherein three interlock snaps 43 and two alignment
embodiment of the box in an open position and   15  holes 44 are provided.
Each of the two sides 39 of filled with blister cards.
the base 23 has an integral, cantilevered latch 45 Figure 11 is a plan view
of the front of a blister  formed therein. As seen in detail in Figure 6,
these card.                                          latches 45 include the
latching element 46 and a Figure 12 is a plan view of the back of the
ramp button 47. Additionally, the exterior surfaces blister card of Figure
11.                 20  of the latches 45 have designs raised in relief
Figure 13 is a plan view of a calendar used for  thereon with the tops of
the raised portions 48 flush coordinating the day of treatment with the
month  with the outer exterior surfaces of sides 39 of the and day of the
year.                           base 23. Consequently, the latches 45 may
be readily located either visually or by touch. DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODI-  25            . To assemble the box 20 the base 23 and
lid 22 MENTS                                            are oriented as
shown in Figure 4 and joined by aligning and inserting the interlock snaps
43 into The present invention provides a device for   the interlock
receptacles 31 and pressing the parts providing complex therapeutic
regimens to patients  together. The interlock arrangement is best seen in
in such a manner that overall compliance is in-  30  Figure 9. This process
is aided by the alignment creased.
pins 33 and alignment holes 44 which also prevent Referring to Figure 1,
the box 20 comprises a  subsequent lateral movement of the flap 29 relative
lid 22 and a base 23, and is sized to fit nicely into  the base 23. Two
feet 32 molded on the underside a medicine cabinet. The box 20 can have
dimen-    of bottom 38 adjacent its front edge, raise the base sions of
approximately 14 cm X 12 cm X 7 cm and   35  to the same extent as the feet
32 surrounding the wall thicknesses of approximately 2.5 mm. In the
interlock receptacles 31 and enable the box 20 to closed position, all
surfaces of the box 20 are flush  sit level when assembled. making it easy
to store in any orientation. More     As noted earlier, when assembled and
closed importantly, no edges are provided for a child to  all joints on the
box 20 are flush. The flap 29 sits in use in attempting to pry open the box
20.    40  the recess 42 such that it is flush with the bottom Referring to
Figure 3, the lid 22 can be injec-  38 of base 23. In addition, Figure 5
illustrates that tion molded and is preferably made out of materi-  the
face edges of the sides 39 and 26 of both the als  such  as  polypropylene,
polypropylene      base 23 and the lid 22, respectively, are rabbeted
copolymer or high density polyethylene. The lid 22  to create half lap
joints upon closure of the box 20. is defined by a top 25 two sides 26, a
front 27, and  45  Therefore, if pressure is exerted on the sides and a
back 28. Referring to Figure 4, a flap 29 is    not the latches 45 the box
20 resists opening. connected to the back 28 by a living hinge 30.
Likewise, if only one latch 45 is depressed, the box Located on the flap 29
are three interlock recepta-  20 resists opening. Continued engagement of
the cles 31 which extend through raised feet 32. Two  second latch, the
reinforcement provided by the alignment pins 33 project outwardly from the
base-  so  guide posts 34 and the rabbeted edges helps pre- contacting side
of flap 29. As seen in Figure 3,  vent the lid 22 from being twisted or
levered open. guide posts 34 are located along the interior of the
Preferably, the lid 22 is sufficiently resistant to sides 26 of the lid 22
and extend somewhat past  twisting that pressing inwardly on only one latch
45 their free edges. As seen in Figure 6, a cooperating  will not permit
the latch 45 to remain unlatched or latching element 35 is located on the
interior of  55  the lid 22 to remain open after the latch 45 is each side
26 of the lid 22. Ramps 36 are located  released. on the interior of the
top 25 of the lid 22 and are  Figure 1 shows the box 20 in a closed
position contoured toward the side 26.                     and Figure 6
shows the latching element 46 of the 3  



5                 EP 0 391 469 B1                    6 latch 45 engaging
the cooperating latching element  of the base 23 of the box 20. The blister
cards 50 35 of the lid 22. To open the box 20 the latches 45,  are
superposed one on another in stacked array in which are placed
inconspicuously on opposite       order of use with Card 1 on top, and
descending in sides 39 of base 23, are located and simulta-      order,
with the last blister card 50 on the bottom. neously depressed using equal
and opposing   5   Finger access to the edge of the top blister card 50
forces. Since both latches 45 are not visible at the  is achieved by
reaching between the interior back same time, it is not apparent to
children that they  wall 41 and the side 39, and grasping the edge of are
related. Simultaneous depression of the latches  the top blister card 50,
to pull it out. Alternatively, 45 disengages the latching element 46 from
the     finger access could be achieved by notching the cooperating
latching element 35 on the lid 22. In  10  blister cards 50 to allow the
insertion of a finger addition, as seen in Figure 7, the ramp buttons 47
(not shown). of each latch 45 exerts camming pressure on the       The
horizontal orientation of the blister cards ramps 36 to lift the lid 22.
Thus, the box 20 is   50 require that the top blister card 50 be pulled out
automatically partially opened upon the simulta-   first. The blister card
50 must be returned to the neous pressing of the latches 45. The mechanism
is  top of the stack because it cannot be slipped for automatically
partially opening the box 20 could  between other blister cards 50 in the
stack since also be provided by other means, such as a spring  the interior
back wall 41 is in the way. When the (not shown). This partially open
position seen in  exposed blister card 50 is empty, it is thrown away
Figure 2 is maintained by the latches 45 as is seen  and the next blister
card 50 is exposed. Also, the in Figure 8. As the latches are released, the
upper  20  design of the box 20 prevents the blister cards 50 surface 46',
of the latching element 46 of each    from being put back in the wrong
order. For exam- latch 45 rests against the lower surface 35' of the  ple,
if the blister cards 50 were oriented vertically, cooperating latching
element 35. Once this static  it would be easy to return one blister card
50 position is reached, a second motion is needed to  between the others in
the box 20 in the wrong rotate the lid 22 to the fully open position shown
in  25  order. This is especially likely where removal of a Figure 3 and to
expose the contents of the box 20.  blister card 50 causes one or more of
the remain- To close the box 20 the lid 22 is rotated to the  ing blister
cards 50 to fall forward. closed position of Figure 1. As the lid 22 is
latched  Each of the medicaments contained within the an audible sound is
heard which assures the box    cavities 51 of the blister cards 50 are
color coded. 20 is closed and again child resistant.       30  The
medicaments are packaged in blister cards 50, This child resistant box 20
is particularly well  the general structure of which are well known in the
suited for housing complex therapeutic regimens. A  art. These can comprise
a clear film layer contain- complex therapeutic regimen is one that
involves   ing blister cavities 51 heat-sealed to a foil layer the taking
of various medicaments throughout the   which includes indicia on both
sides. As illustrated regimen. In other words, a particular medicament  35
in Figures 11 and 12, each blister card is printed will be taken on a
particular day or at a particular  with the following information: a card
number 52, time of day while different medications are taken at  indicating
the relative order of use in the treatment; different times during the
therapeutic regimen.   the product name 53 indicating the medicament
Referring to Figure 10, the box 20 of the pre-  housed on the blister card
50; a day number 54 ferred embodiment accommodates a therapeutic  40
associated with each blister cavity 51 indicating the regimen which
involves taking two or three different  day of treatment that medicament is
to be taken; medicament products at diferent doses and time     the time of
day associated with each blister cavity intervals over a ninety day cycle.
The overall ther-  where applicable; and the dosing instructions 56. apy
may consist of several ninety day cycles over     The blister cards 50 of
the preferred embodi- a period of three or more years. To better insure  45
ment contain one medicament per blister card 50. compliance the medicaments
are presented in blis-  Each blister card 50 is designed such that one ter
card form. Since it is not feasible to put a   cavity 51 represents one
dose. Therefore, if two or complete ninety day cycle on one blister card,
it is  more units of a medicament are required per dose, necessary to have
multiple blister cards 50. These  these units will share the same cavity
51. blister cards 50 must be maintained in the appro-  so  In addition to
containment of the blister cards priate order of use to insure that each
medicament  50, this box 20 includes other features which con- is taken at
the appropriate point in the regimen.  tribute to increased overall patient
compliance. Re- The box 20, in coordination with the blister cards  ferring
to Figure 10, the lid 22, when open, sits on 50 achieves this goal.
its back 28 such that the top 25 of the lid 22 is The box 20 is designed to
hold the blister  55  perpendicular to the bottom 38 of the base 23 cards
50 in a horizontal orientation. The blister  containing the blister cards
50. This provides a cards 50 have planar dimensions which are sub-
display panel on the interior of the top 25 on which stantially equal to
the horizontal planar dimensions  a label 57 is placed. This label 57, with
medica- 4 



7                 EP 0 391 459 B1                      8 ment color coding,
provides complete instructions  card 50 and pulling it out as seen in
Figure 10. for the full ninety day cycle so that the patient is  Once the
desired dose is obtained from the blister able to see the therapeutic
regimen at a glance    card 50 the, blister card 50 is returned to the box
and does not have to pull out or shuffle through all  20 face up in Its
horizontal position. To close the of the blister cards 50. This eliminates
the potential   5   box 20 the lid 22 is rotated to the closed position
that the blister cards 50 could get out of order   and, as the latches 45
interlock, an audible click is while they are out of the box 20, or that
they could  heard which assures the user the box 20 is com- be put back
incorrectly.                           pletely closed and returned to its
Figure 1 status. The fold-out calendar 58 insert of Figure 13 is    As each
blister card 50 is emptied, it is thrown designed to be folded and placed
on top of the   10  away leaving the next, subjacent, blister card 50
blister cards 50 inside the box 20. This calendar 58  exposed. As each dose
is taken the patient crosses provides a visual and verbal description,
using    out the day number on the calendar 58. When the similar product
color coding, of what medicaments  cycle is almost finished, the calendar
58 and the are to be taken on what days. The patient may     last blister
card 50, remind the patient to schedule cross out each calendar day after
taking the correct  15  the next doctor's appointment so that a new cycle
dose. The calendar 58 prevents confusion if the    may be obtained if
necessary. The patient also patient has difficulty remembering whether or
not a  takes the calendar 58 to the doctor's office on the day's dose was
taken. The pharmacist or patient    day of the visit so that the doctor may
review the fills in the day and month of day 1 in the cycle. He  patient's
compliance and progress. A new cycle of also fills in the days of the week
at the top of the   20  the therapeutic regimen may be prescribed and the
calendar. This allows the patient to coordinate the  patient would then
receive blister cards 50 with a day of the treatment with the day and month
of the  ninety day supply of medicaments. If so, a new year so that he may
confirm whether the blister    calendar 58 would be inserted into the box
20. cavity 51 associated with the day number on the       It is, of course,
to be understood that the blister cards 50 is empty. If the cavity
correspond-   25  present invention is by no means limited to the ing to
that date is empty then the patient has     particular arrangement shown in
the drawings, it already taken the medicaments for that day. The    also
comprises applications within the scope of the calendar 58 will also remind
the patient, prior to  appended claims. completion of the ninety day cycle
when it is time to schedule another visit to the doctor. This cal-  30
Claims endar 58 is taken to the doctor at the time of the visit to confirm
the level of compliance with the  1. A medicament package for improving
compli- regimen.                                              ance with a
therapeutic regimen wherein a A patient information booklet, not shown, can
plurality of medicaments are to be adminis- also be included as an insert.
The booklet can   35   tered to a patient in a prescribed sequence explain,
for example, the therapeutic regimen, how    and in accordance with
specified intervals, the it relates to the disease and the dosing
information  package comprising: for the therapy cycle.
(a) a multiplicity of blister cards (50) of In summary, the box 20
operation and its use         generally uniform  planar dimensions, the
during the therapeutic regimen goes as follows:  40      medicaments being
carried by the blister With the box 20 in a closed position as seen in
cards in sequential order on the individual Figure 1 the user takes, both
hands, and simulta-        cards and from  card-to-card, the blister
neously presses the two latches 45 on the sides 39       cards being placed
in stacked array with the with equal and opposing forces. The combined
principal dimensions thereof oriented gen- action of the ramp buttons 47 on
the ramps 36,  45       orally horizontally and arranged in order of causes
the lid 22 to release with a slight pop up        card use, with the first
to be used topmost; action to partially open position as shown in Figure
(b) a base (23) which houses the stack of 2. Then, in a second motion the
lid 22 is rotated        blister cards, the base being adapted to until it
sits on its back 28.                            support the stack
vertically and having The interior label 57 on the lid 22 is visible.  so
means (39) to provide lateral support to This gives the dosing regimen for
the complete           maintain vertical alignment of the edges of ninety
day cycle of therapy. The patient information    the  blister cards
comprising the stack, the booklet and the calendar 58 which has been dated
base permitting direct and unobstructed ac- are laying on top of the
blister cards 50. These         cess to the uppermost blister card of the
inserts may be removed to expose the top blister  55     stack and limited
access, only, to the edges card 50, Card 1. This blister card 50 is removed
by      of the blister cards; and reaching between the sides 39 and the
interior           (c) a lid (22) adapted to cover the base and back wall
41, grasping the edge of the top blister       movable to an open position
whereby ac- 



5    7                 EP 0 391 459 B1                    8 ment color
coding, provides complete instructions   card 50 and pulling it out as seen
in Figure 10. for the full ninety day cycle so that the patient is  Once
the desired dose is obtained from the blister able to see the therapeutic
regimen at a glance     card 50 the blister card 50 is returned to the box
and does not have to pull out or shuffle through all  20 face up in its
horizontal position. To close the of the blister cards 50. This eliminates
the potential   5   box 20 the lid 22 is rotated to the closed position
that the blister cards 50 could get out of order    and, as the latches 45
interlock, an audible click is while they are out-of-the box 20, or that
they could  heard which assures the user the box 20 is com- be put back
incorrectly.                            pletely closed and returned to its
Figure 1 status. The fold-out calendar 58 insert of Figure 13 is     As
each blister card 50 is emptied, it is thrown designed to be folded and
placed on top of the   10  away leaving the next, subjacent, blister card
50 blister cards 50 inside the box 20. This calendar 58  exposed. As each
dose is taken the patient crosses provides a visual and verbal description,
using     out the day number on the calendar 58. When the similar product
color coding, of what medicaments   cycle is almost finished, the calendar
58 and the are to be taken on what days. The patient may      last blister
card 50, remind the patient to schedule cross out each calendar day after
taking the correct  45  the next doctor's appointment so that a new cycle
dose. The calendar 58 prevents confusion if the     may be obtained if
necessary. The patient also patient has difficulty remembering whether or
not a  takes the calendar 58 to the doctor's office on the day's dose was
taken. The pharmacist or patient     day of the visit so that the doctor
may review the fills in the day and month of day 1 in the cycle. He
patient's compliance and progress. A new cycle of also fills in the days of
the week at the top of the   20  the therapeutic regimen may be prescribed
and the calendar. This allows the patient to coordinate the  patient would
then receive blister cards 50 with a day of the treatment with the day and
month of the  ninety day supply of medicaments. If so, a new year so that
he may confirm whether the blister     calendar 58 would be inserted into
the box 20. cavity 51 associated with the day number on the        It is,
of course, to be understood that the blister cards 50 is empty. If the
cavity correspond-   25  present invention is by no means limited to the
ing to that date is empty then the patient has      particular arrangement
shown in the drawings, it already taken the medicaments for that day. The
also comprises applications within the scope of the calendar 58 will also
remind the patient, prior to  appended claims. completion of the ninety day
cycle when it is time to schedule another visit to the doctor. This cal-
30   Claims endar 58 is taken to the doctor at the time of the visit to
confirm the level of compliance with the   1. A medicament package for
improving compli- regimen.
ance with a therapeutic regimen wherein a A patient information booklet,
not shown, can       plurality of medicaments are to be adminis- also be
included as an insert. The booklet can   35    tered to a patient in a
prescribed sequence explain, for example, the therapeutic regimen, how
and in accordance with specified intervals, the it relates to the disease
and the dosing information   package comprising: for the therapy cycle.
(a) a multiplicity of blister cards (50) of In summary, the box 20
operation and its use          generally uniform  planar dimensions, the
during the therapeutic regimen goes as follows:  40       medicaments being
carried by the blister With the box 20 in a closed position as seen in
cards in sequential order on the individual Figure 1 the user takes, both
hands, and simulta-         cards and from  card-to-card, the blister,
neously presses the two latches 45 on the sides 39        cards being
placed in stacked array with the with equal and opposing forces. The
combined              principal dimensions thereof oriented gen- action of
the ramp buttons 47 on the ramps 36,  45        erally horizontally and
arranged in order of causes the lid 22 to release with a slight pop up
card use, with the first to be used topmost; action to partially open
position as shown in Figure     (b) a base (23) which houses the stack of
2. Then, in a second motion the lid 22 is rotated         blister cards,
the base being adapted to until it sits on its back 28.
support the stack vertically and having The interior label 57 on the lid 22
is visible.  so   means (39) to provide lateral support to This gives the
dosing regimen for the complete            maintain vertical alignment of
the edges of ninety day cycle of therapy. The patient information     the
blister cards comprising, the stack, the booklet and the calendar 58 which
has been dated          base permitting direct and unobstructed ac- are
laying on top of the blister cards 50. These          cess to the uppermost
blister card of the inserts may be removed to expose the top blister  55
stack and limited access, only, to the edges card 50, Card 1. This blister
card 50 is removed by       of the blister cards; and reaching between the
sides 39 and the interior            (c) a lid (22) adapted to cover the
base and 



back wall 41, grasping the edge of the top blister        movable to an
open position whereby ac-    9                 EP 0 391 459 B1
10 cess to the uppermost blister card is pro-        (b) eine Basis (23),
welche den Stapel von vided.
Blisterkarten aufnimmt. wobei die Basis so ausgebildet ist, daB sie den
Stapel vertikal 2. A package according to Claim 1 wherein the
abst~tzt und Mittel (39) zur seitlichen Ab- limited access to the edge of
the blister cards   5  stltzung aufweist, um eine vertikale Aus- is
provided by a partial internal back wall (41)     richtung der Kanten der
den Stapel bilden- projecting from the base.                            den
Blisterkarten aufrechtzuerhalten, wobei die Basis einen direkten und
unbehinderten 3. A package according to Claim 1 or Claim 2,
Zugang zu der obersten Blisterkarte des wherein the blister card has
indicia located   10    Stapels gestattet und nur einen beschrank- thereon
which includes a card number (52)            ten Zugang zu den Kanten der
Blisterkarten; denoting the order of use and correct location       und of
each card within the stacked array.               (c) ein Deckel (22). der
so ausgebildet ist, daB er die Basis abdeckt und in eine Offen- 4. A
package according to Claim 3, wherein the   15      stellung bewegbar ist,
wodurch ein Zugang indicia includes consecutive integer numbers         zur
obersten Blisterkarte geschaffen wird. (54) associated with each blister
cavity denot- ing the day of the treatment in which the      2. Verpackung
nach Anspruch 1, bei welcher der medicaments in the blister cavity are to
be       beschrankte Zugang zur Kante der Blisterkar- consumed.
20       ten durch eine innere TeilrUckwand (41) ge- schaffen wird, die von
der Basis absteht. 5. A package according to Claim 3 or Claim 4. wherein
all of the medicaments contained on a  3. Verpackung nach Anspruch 1 oder
2, bei wel- single blister card are identical and the indicia  cher die
Blisterkarte eine Anzeige aufweist, die also denotes the name of the
medicaments  25       auf dieser vorgesehen ist und eine Kartennum- (53).
mer (52) umfaBt, welche die Reihenfolge der Verwendung und korrekten
Anordnung jeder 6. A package according to any one of the above
Karte innerhalb des Stapels anzeigt. Claims 1-5, wherein the therapeutic
regimen is for a period greater than about one month.  30  4. Verpackung
nach Anspruch 3, bei welcher die Anzeige aufeinanderfolgende ganze Zahlen
7. A package according to any one of the above        (54) aufweist, die
jedem Blisterhohlraum zuge- Claims 1-6 further comprising a calendar (58)
ordnet sind und den Behandlungstag anzeigen, for coordinating the day of
the treatment with     an welchem die Arzneimittel im Blisterhohl- the
month and day of the year.             35      raum konsumiert werden
sollen. PatentansprUche                                    5. Verpackung
nach Anspruch 3 oder 4, bei wel- cher alle Arzneimittel. die auf einer
einzigen 1. Medikamentenverpackung  zur Verbesserung
Blisterkarte enthalten sind, identisch sind und der Entsprechung mit einer
therapeutischen   40    die Anzeige auch den Namen der Arzneimittel
Vorschrift, derzufolge eine Vielzahl von Medi-     (53) anzeigt. kamenten
einem  Pati nten in einer vorge- schriebenen Reihenfolge und gemA8 vorbe-
6. Verpackung nach elnem der Ansprltche I bis stimmten Zeitintervallen
verabreicht werden        5, bei welcher die therapeutische Vorschrift fUr
soll, wobei die Verpackung aufweist       45       eine Zeitperiode
bestimmt ist, die gr6Ber als (a) eine Vielzahl von Blisterkarten (50) von
etwa ein Monat ist. allgemein Obereinstimmenden planaren Di- mensionen,
wobei die Arzneimittel von den    7. Verpackung nach einem der Ansprlche 1
bis Blisterkarten in einer fortlaufenden Reihen-    6, die weiters einen
Kalender (58) zum Koordi- folge auf den einzelnen Karten und von   50
nieren des Behandlungstages mit dem Monat Karte zu Karte getragen sind,
wobei die         und mit dem Tag des Jahres aufweist. Blisterkarten in
einem Stapel mit ihren Hauptdimensionen im allgemeinen horizon-
Revendlcations tal orientiert und in der Reihenfolge der Kartenverwendung
angeordnet sind, wobei  55  1. Un emballage m6dical pour une meilleure die
zuerst zu verwendende Karte zuoberst        adaptation aux r6gimes
thdrapeutiques com- liegt;                                          plexes,
dans lequel une pluralite de m6dica- ments doivent etre administres I un
patient 



11                 EP 0 391 469 B1                    12 dans un ordre
prescuit et suivant des interval-  6. Un emballage selon 'une quelconque
des pre- les specifi6s, I'emballage comprenant:              cedentes
revendications 1 a 5, dans lequel le (a) une pluralite de plaquettes
d'habillage      regime therapeutique est pr6vu pour une p6- transparent
(50), de dimensions planaires        riode sup6rieure a un mois environ.
g6neralement uniformes, les medicaments   5 etant portes par les plaquettes
d'habillage   7. Un emballage selon l'une quelconque des pr4- transparent
dans l'ordre s~quentiel sur les       cedentes revendications 1 A 6,
comprenant en plaquettes individuelles et d'une plaquette a     outre un
calendrier (58) pour faire coordonner l'autre, les plaquettes d'habillage
transpa-      le jour du traitement avec le mois et le jour de rent etant
plac6es suivant des rangees em-   io  l'ann6e. pilees et leurs dimensions
principales etant orientees gineralement horizontalement et dispos6es dans
l'ordre d'utilisation des pla- quettes, la premiere a 8tre utilisde etant
au sommet de la pile;                       16 (b) une base (23) abritant
la pile de plaquet- tes d'habillage transparent, la base etant agencde pour
supporter la pile verticale- ment et comprenant des moyens (39) ser- vant
de support lat6ral pour maintenir l'ali-  20 gnement vertical des bords des
plaquettes d'habillage transparent constituant la pile, la base permettant
un acces direct et sans obstacle a la plaquette d'habillage transpa- rent
la. plus haute de la pile et un acces   25 limite, uniquement aux bords des
plaquettes pour d'habillage transparent; et (c) un couvercle (22) adapte
6tant pr6vu de maniere a recouvfir la base en 6tant mobile vers une
position ouverte de maniere & don-   30 ner ainsi acces a la plaquette
d'habillage transparent la plus haute. 2. Un emballage selon la
revendication 1, dans lequel l'acces limite au bord des plaquettes   35
d'habillage transparent est assure par une cloi- son dorsale interieure
partielle (41) en saillie a partir de la base. 3  Un emballage selon la
revendication 1 ou 2,  40 dans lequel la plaquette d'habillage transparent
comporte un repere qui y est menage compre- nant un num6ro de plaquette
(52) d~signant l'ordre d'utilisation et l'emplacement correct de chaque
plaquette dans la rang~e empilee.    46 4. Un emballage selon la
revendication 3, dans lequel le repere comprend des nombres en- tiers
cons6cutifs (54) associ6s a chaque cavit6 de plaquette, indiquant le jour
du traitement ob)  5o les medicaments de la cavite de plaquette doivent
8tre consommes. 5. Un emballage salon la revendication 3 ou 4, dans lequel
tous les medicaments contenus   55 dans une seule plaquette d'habillage
transpa- rent sont identiques, et l'indice indique egale- ment le nom des
medicaments (53). 7           1\il  lllzll1il1 ll    


