CLAIMS

1. A backpack system including:

a main backpack including a harness; and

an auxiliary backpack;

wherein the main backpack and auxiliary backpack g@ssess at least one of a first pair of
complementary members adapted to enable the naftihg auxiliary backpack to the main
backpack; and wherein the auxiliary backpack ighieroperatively linked to the main
backpack via one or more quick-release means rtaagement between the complementary
members and the quick-release means being such tindrer of the system will be able to
self-jettison the auxiliary pack from the main bpa&k upon actuation of the or each quick-
release means,

wherein the complementary members form a tonguegesal/e arrangement wherein the

groove is in the form of a pocket which is flexilpédative to the tongue.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein thegementary members are adapted to limit
lateral movement of the auxiliary backpack relatv¢he main back-pack when the

backpacks are mated.

3. The system according to claim 1 or claim 2, wirethe main backpack and auxiliary
backpack possess at least one of a second paingilementary members adapted to limit
vertical movement of the auxiliary backpack relatio the main back-pack when the

backpacks are mated.

4. The system according to any one of the precedaims, wherein the release of the

auxiliary backpack will be substantially rotatiorsddout the base of the groove.

5. The system according to any one of the precedaims, wherein the quick release means

includes a quick release buckle, cord and straps.

6. The system according to any one of the precedaims, wherein the auxiliary backpack
in its normal attitude of operation includes adiffiame, which serves as one of the

complementary members for the first pair of comm@atary members.



7. The system according to claim 6, wherein thesloportion of the rigid frame, serves as

one of the first pair of complementary membersimform of the tongue.

8. The system according to claim 6 or claim 7, whrethe rigid frame is in the form of an

‘O’ frame.

9. The system according to claim 8, wherein thgéetthickness of the ‘O’ frame serves as
one of the second pair of complementary membeesyidin backpack, in its normal attitude
of operation, being provided with a protrusion abtive groove which serves as the other
complementary member of the second pair of compi¢ang members and which is adapted
to overlie the internal ledge thickness of the f@me to assist in limiting any vertical
movement of the auxiliary backpack when the backpace mated.

10. The system of claim 9, wherein the protrusgformed of the same material as the

groove.

11. The system according to any one of the pregedaims, wherein the groove is mounted

to the main backpack substantially 2/3s from theelaf the main backpack.

12. The system according to any one of claims Ahkrein there are two quick release
means and the rigid frame of the auxiliary backpadecured to a rigid frame of the main

backpack by each of these quick release means.

13. The system according to claim 12, wherein thekgrelease means are fitted to opposed

sides of the same face of the respective frames.

14. The system according to claim 12 or claim 13em@in each rigid frame is in the form of

an ‘O’ frame.

15. The system of any one of the preceding clawhgrein the groove/pocket is de-
mountable from the main backpack.



