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ENCODER, DECODER, ENCODING METHOD, DECODING METHOD, AND
PICTURE COMPRESSION PROGRAM

ABSTRACT

An encoder (100) partitions into blocks using a set of block partition
modes obtained by combining one or more block partition modes defining a
partition type. The set of block partition modes includes a first partition mode
defining the partition direction and number of partitions for partitioning a first
block, and a second block partition mode defining the partition direction and
number of partitions for partitioning a second block which is one of blocks
obtained after the first block is partitioned. When the number of partitions of
the first block partition mode is three, the second block is a center block among
the blocks obtained after partitioning the first block, and the partition direction
of the second block partition mode is same as the partition direction of the first
block partition mode, the second block partition mode includes only a block

partition mode indicating that the number of partitions is three.
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