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pendi ng Application 39239/69 (Serial No. 1 to 10 wherein step (c) is
acconpl i shed by 1284085) clains per se a silica xerogel stable washing
with a solution of one or nore dis- 30 at tenperatures up to 1100[err]Cin
a fluidised placing salts selected from alum num chl oride, bed and which
has a surface area of from alumnum sulfate, ammonium chloride, and 95
200 to 500 nm{ers]/g 'the majority of which is amoniumnitrate. provided by
pores of a dianeter from 300- 12. A method according to any of clains
1 600 : to 10 wherein step (L£) i
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and a pH of e Vo ez Laaen aft B4 Honi e to 8, the
t enperat ure durlng preC|p|ta- 15. A nethod according to any of clains 1
tion being maintai ned between O[err] and 10[err]C., to 14 wherein the

organic liquid in step (d) (b) heating the product of step (a) at a pH is
added in an anount in exces from3 to 8 and at a
tenperature of from requir ﬂi mnmmﬂ azeotropi c m xture. 110
50[err] to 100[err]C for from lctot 6 *hodrs,” (c) wash- 16. A met hod
according to any of clains ing the product of step (b) to renpve sodium 1
to 15 wherein said azeotropic mxture is until the filtrate contains |ess
than 20 ppm alternately refluxed for 0.5 to 2 hours and by wei ght of
sodium salt, (d) adding an distilled so that the total process tine is
be- 50 organic liquid which fornms an azeotropic tween 5 and 20 hours.
115 m xture wth water, (e) distilling said 17. A met hod according
to any of clains 1 azeotropic m xture so as to separate the water to 14
wherein the organic liquid in step (d) fromsaid gel, and (f) renoving the
residual is added in anobunt substantially less than organic liquid from
the resulting gel. that required to provide an azeotropic 55 2.
A met hod according to claim1 wherein mxture, the liquid being
continuously re- 120 the precipitation of silica hydrogel in step cycled
after decantation of the water from(a) is acconplished by reducing the pH
of the distilled azeotropic m xture. an aqueous solution of sodiumsilica
with an 18. A nethod according to claim1 for pre- agent selected from
aci ds and ion-exchange paring a silica xerogel, substantially as here- 60
resins. i nbef ore described in any one
of Exanples | to 125 3. A nethod according to claim2 wherein 1II1l and
VIIl. 40% of the anmpbunt of pH-reduci ng agent 19. A silica xerogel which
is stable at tem necessary for the precipitation is added over peratures
up to 1100[err]C in a fluidized bed and 5

1,284,087 which has a surface area of 200 to 500 n2/g the majority of which
is provided by pores having a pore dianeter of from 300
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