A process for continuously producing an aronmatic carboxylic acid conprising
.oxi di zing an aromati c conmpound substituted with al kyl groups w th nol ecul ar
oxygen gas in the liquid phase in a solvent contairning a |lower aliphatic
carboxylic acid in the presence of a catalyst conprising heavy netal
conpounds and a brom ne conpound, wherein a nother |iquor which is obtained
after renoval of crystals froma reaction liquid of the |liquid phase
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are efficiently recovered, and aUX|I|ary agents Tn an anount exceeding t
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groups with molecular oxygen gas in the liquid phase in a solvent

containing a lower aliphatic carboxylic acid in the presence of a catalyst

comprising heavy metal compounds and a bromine compound, wherein

a mother liquor w.hich is obtained after removal of crystals from a

- reaction liquid of the liquid phase oxidation and contains heavy metal‘

ions and bromine ion as catalyst coinponents is brought into contact with

a chelate resin of an anion exchange type to recover the catalyst
connponents. |

The catalyst components are efficiently recovered, and auxiliary

agents in an amount exceeding the equivalent amount and excessive

labor are not necessary.
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