
Abstract  The invention relates to a process for obtaining anhydrous or
substantially  anhydrous formic acid, in which firstly aqueous formic acid
is prepared by hydro- lysis of methyl formate and is freed from water in
the subsequent work-up. The  process has the special feature that steam,
which is employed for the hydrolysis of  methyl formate and for heating a
distillation column serving for work-up, is also  used as stripping steam
for waste-water stripping. The stripped waste water is  produced during
work-up. 


