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METHOD, SYSTEM AND APPARATUS FOR DISCOVERING AND
CONNECTING TO DATA SOURCES ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE A
method, system, and apparatus for discovering and connecting to data
sources are provided. A system is provided that includes a server computer

operative ior B &Y STISWRND PPATAEDSSHOR H1S2i8 PHIRIIoN

definitions. A client. computer is also provided including an application
program capable%% WE(&EBI diR 24dA S C‘Wf]enarequest IS

received by the application to connect to a data source, a list of available
sources is retrieved from the server computer. If one of the data sources in

the list is selected, a MBI RALI N FRED GRS URE utilized to connect
to the data somagedf ayapertiseRppadily the applicationdnatchialvgassao data

reference to a data source, the repasitory is utilized to confirm the

SONES SRR ABIPGE: qAt SSRGS Ipf@{igil_ed that includes a server computer operative to

maintain a centrally managed repository of data connection definitions. A client
computer is also provided including an application program capable of consuming data
from a data source. When a request is received by the application to connect to a data
source, a list of available sources is retrieved from the server computer. If one of the data
sources in the list is selected, a data connection file is retrieved and utilized to connect to
the data source. If a report is opened by the application that includes a reference to a data

source, the repository is utilized to confirm the connection to the data source.

Fig. 1
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