
A method is provided that allows a networked computer to generate a
routable response to a status query (302) without invoking its
communication protocol stack (152, 154, 156). The computer is provided with
a network controller (400) that includes query detection (550) and data
routing modules (570). A message received by the network controller (400)
is scanned for a recognition code (340) that identifies the message as a
status query (302). A status query message (300) includes a prototype
response (350) that includes the IP data necessary to respond to the query.
When a message is identified as a status query (300), the data routing
module (570) extract a routable response and the prototype response (350)
from the message (300) and generate a routable response packet from the
extracted information. Status data may be added to the routable response
packet by the data muting module (570).    


