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the flat Pattern are joined. The nethod includes the steps.of at cutting
a stent pattern into.a flat piece of netal theréhy to produce a met al
pattern, b) deforrn"ng t he net al pattern SO as to cause two* opp05| ng si des
to nmeet, and c) joining the two opposing sides at |east at one point.
Substantially no portion of the stent projects into the lumen of .the
stent’ when the stent is expanded against the internal wall of a blood
vessel . o

ABSTRACL '
A stant and A mechad for fapricating the stent ars disclosed.
The stent has an originally £lat pastcrn and conneccion puinus
where th= sides of the flat patcern are join2d. The m=rhod
includas the sceps of 4) cutting a stenmt pactern inca a flac '
picce of mecal chershy Lo produca a macal pactarn, b} d=2fo:ming
the macal pattern su 4% co causa two opposing sides ra me2:, and
¢) joraning cthe two apposing gides at legst at ans poinc.
Suistantially no portion of tha =tent projecca into =i lumen of
the stent when che scenc is axpandad against cthe intarnal wall of

a blood vessal,
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cet Has Been Replaced
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