The invented printer includes a carriage-actuated clutch (24) and a

mot or-driven gear elenent (42). The clutch (24) is selectively engageabl e
with the el ement (42) and causes the printer to performdifferent tasks
when engaged. More specifically, the inignted printer includes a

mot or-driven gear (42), a printhead and printhead carriage (44), a clutch
(24) having a flexible portion (28), and a gripping surface (30) on the
flexible portion (28) for engaging t r-driven gear (42). To actuate
the clutch (24), the carriage (44) pushes agalnst the clutch (24) causi ng

it to flex and engageﬁm rCXRRIAEH. T!]élﬁ rotating
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task. Continuing to rotate the clutch (24) causes the printer to perform
ot her tasks. The invented printer also includes a paper-feed
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driven gear (42). When engaged, rotating the gear (42) a predetermined
-distance causes the clutch (24) to rotate a predetermined distance, in turn
causing the printer to perform a certain task. Continuing to rotate the clutch
(24) causes the printer to perform other tasks.

The invented printer also includes a paper-feed mechamsm for picking
up and feeding a sheet of paper into the printer. This mechanism includes a
rotatable drive roller (20) that moves paper through the printer, a spring-biased
plate (18) capable of pivoting around an axidi pivot, biased to extend toward
the drive roller (20) and on which paper is stacked, a partition (66), having at
least one opening (67), positioned between the roller (20) and the plate (18)
for generally preventing the roller (20) from contacting the media on the plate,
and a pivot (26) adjacent the roller (20) for selectively allowing at least a part
of the roller (20) to extend through the opening (67) in the partition (66) to
contact the top sheet of paper and feed it through the printer. The paper-
feed mechanism is one task that may be triggered. by the carriage-actuated
clutch (24).



