
A continuous process for making moldable foam beads comprising a
non-crosslinked or crosslinked thermoplastic polymer foam are produced by
mixing a composition comprising a non-crosslinkable or crosslinkable
thermoplastic polymer or a thermoplastic polymer with a crosslinking agent,
additives to achieve specific properties, a blowing agent, extruding the
admixture under pressure, crosslinking, when applicable, the admixture,
under pressure, modulating the admixtures temperature to achieve the
desired foaming properties, and then expanding the admixture in a zone of
lower pressure to form a foam bead that can be molded.    


