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(87) Abstract

A toothbrush having a bristle-bearing
head divided into at least two sections (14,
16) is disclosed. The free end section (16),
when unstressed, is normally biased to assume
an angle of about 15° with respect to the
other, to.thereby define an articulated head.
The two sections of the head have facing
ends joined by a thin bridge (30) or hinge
section integral with the two head sections,
the bridge or hinge forming a groove between
adjacent head sections. The upper surface of
the bridge section is substantially flush with
the upper surface of the head (opposite to the
bristle-bearing surface). The space between the
two facing ends is filled with a soft elastomer
of about 5 to about 30, preferably about 13
to about 30 Shore A hardness. This hinge
construction defines an articulated head of
limited flex motion, wherein, when utilized
by the average adult brusher, who applies an

(54) Title: TOOTHBRUSH HAVING HEAD WITH PEEL-RESISTANT JOINT

average brushing force of 0.5 pounds, flexes to a substantially flattened position. According to a second aspect of the invention, each end
of the groove terminates in a flange at its extreme outer edge, and the groove, including the flange (32), is filled with an elastomer, which,
due to the presence of the flange, is resistant to peel stresses caused by flexing of the hinge or joint.




