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(57) Abstract

(54) Tide: TREATMENT OF FORMALDEHYDE~CONTAINING MIXTURES

A process for the removal of
formaldehyde species from a liguid
carboxylic acid or carboxylic acid ester
stream which forms a two—phase mixture
with water is disclosed which comprises
the step of subjecting the liquid organic
mixture to at least one liquid liquid
extraction stage wherein water is used 2
as an extractant to produce an organic \
phase stream which is substantially

formaldehyde free and an aqueous phase

stream which contains substantially all of

the formaldehyde in the output streams

from the liquid liquid extraction, The 1
process is particularly useful for reducing \
the formaldehyde content of a methyl

17

methacrylate product stream.
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