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particul arly bi sphenol -A, from conpositions containing the reaction residue

of bi sphenol -A units which nethod conpri ses: a. granul ating a
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dependi ng on'the swelling sol vent enpl oyed in order to

sel ectively sever the ester bonds of the bi sphenol - A resi due
units; d. separating the liquid phase fromthe solid phase;

e. distilling anmonia and swelling solvent fromthe Iiquid phase of d.
above, thus obtaining a Yalll ution with dissol ved
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solvent miscible with water and easily distilled off from an aqueous
solution, preferably a C;-Ci alcohol for a time sufficient to swell the
particles;

. contacting the swelled particles with a ammoniacal solution at a
temperature of at least about 25°C depending on the swelling solvent
emploved in order to selectively sever the ester bonds of the
bisphenol-A residue units;
separating the liquid phase from the solid phase;

e. distilling ammonia and swelling solvent from the liquid phase of d.
above, thus obtaining an essentially aqueous solution with dissolved
urea and partially precipitated bisphenol-A;

f. adding sufficient water to the residue of e. above to precipitate
bisphenol-A thereby forming a liquid and solid phase;
g recovering the solid phase of bisphenol-A; and

h. drying the bisphenol-A.
Since urea is soluble in water, urea goes into solution in step f. above. The
urea is, therefore, recoverable, as well, which can be used as such or broken down

into its component parts such as carbon dioxide and ammonia which ammonia can
also be reused in this ammonical process.
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