A method for inproving the expandability of styrenic polynmer particles is
“di scl osed. The nethod conprises copol ynerizing a styrenic nononer with an
anount of .an acrylate nonomer effective to inprove the expandability of the
particles wi thout adversely affecting their heat sensitivity. Polyner

foanms of | ow den5|ty can be prepared with reduced anounts of bl ow ng
agents. 21

ABSTRACT

METHOD FOR IMPROVING THE EXPANDABILITY OF STYRENIC POLYMER
PARTICLES

A method for improving the expandability of sﬁyrenic polymer *
particles is disclosed. The method comprises copolymerizing a
styrenic monomer with an amount of an agrylate monomer effective
to improve the expandability of the particles without adversely
affecting their heat sensitivity.- Polymer foams of low density

can be prepared with reduced amounts of blowing agents.
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