»28JUL2005 FLOCKED COSMETI C APPLI CATOR Field of the Invention The invention
relates to cosnetic applicators. More 5 specifically, the invention rel ates
to cosnetic applicators adapted for single or short-termuse. Background of
-the Invention Before buying a makeup product, the average consugddLwil§i | 10
nost frequently wish to try the product she is contenplating on her own
skin before conmmtting to nake what may be an expensive purchase. In order
to pl ease the potential buyer, the cosnetics vendor faces a difficult

dilema. i.e., howto perm L%&&qb%%#ﬁ as eog small amount of the
a y

product of interest at are rve ow coSt to the vendor, and at the
sane tinme provide the buyer wth an adequate anpbunt of product to permt

her to makgie n Olfngrtl)r@%gerqteicdnm on regarding her pu'r'chase. 'I':or_ many years,
the stand oviding an array of "testers", i.e., full

size pieces of Eachneehwion rebatdsneo darnehis gpdnastaxs.eveszye 20 prospective

buyer . sanpl ed fro he sane piece, such as a full size .lipstick. Because
t her e’ was ﬁp%‘flﬁgllcgﬁ ’egéetbn teélsf‘o?rroel%agﬁ%m%ovéffme%lncd aB%}ﬁaESF%lrl y with

| i pstick, a6afnsdefomasingtéund Isjiopertarnt eseto apply the product directly to
her lips; rather, at best it was permtted to stroke the lipstick on the
skin of the back of the 25 hand. Alternately, for exanple, with a powder

product susgbcieioafd eyesbadomwntadni ndi vi dual cotton swab m ght be provided
to each custongr, to permt her to take a small amount fromthcf single
pi ece provi ded. *t%Er Pgﬁ'”’ﬁoﬁe@%ﬁupsﬁﬁ?l CinpFPhgsr 88 diPeE™ar &t ess t han
opt i UM f Omoéh e realSHHTBN wisls Hoheyy dthe @to@etdTishe NOF MRt SkblaRRhg Cat | on and
eval uati on,of the gepearance. of, the, Product, i.the,, qovironment o which
they will B8 v8fh Y P

purchase. In order to please the potential buyer, the cosmetics

vendor faces a difficult dilemma. i.e., how to permit the buyer to

sample a small amount of the product of interest at a relativeiy
135 low cost to the vendor, and at the same time provide the buyer

with an adequate amount of product to permit her to make an

informed decision regarding her purchase. For many years, the

standard procedure was providing an array of "testers', i.e., full

size pieces of each color in a line. 1In this scenario, every
20 prospective buyer sampled from the same piece, such as a full size
lipstick. Because there was a single piece to test from, however,
and particularly with lipstick, no buyer was actually permitted to
apply the product directly to her lips; rather, at best it was
permitted to stroke the lipstick on the skin of the back of the
25 hand. Alternately, for example, with a powder product such as an

eyeshadow, an individual cotton swab might be provided to each

customer, to permit her to take a small amount from the single

piece provided. Clearly, however, such sampling procedures are

less than optimum for the consumer, as they do not permit normal
30 application and evaluation of the appearance of the product in the

environment in which they will be worm.

It has now become a more common practice to provide the

customer with individual single or short term use samplers, i.e.,



- It has now becone a nore conmon practice to provide the custonmer with

i ndi vidual single or short termuse sanplers, i.e., | 2 B JUL 2805 a

m niature version of the actual full size product. The indiviqgﬂg,sanpler is
. conmpl etely hygienic, being used by a single custoner, and aﬁl Yire
custonmer to try a lipstick directly on her lips at the counter, or to take
it home to try it with a 5 particular outfit. The single use tester has now
beconme an established nethod of sanpling, being preferable to both the-
vendor and the custoner as a neans of _trying out a new product.

g v
|11 ust r at POMTBRERIRIYSFELPRIE 5Pe FGUHAY FH 8XZFAEPAT US PPSt ent  Nos. :
5. 785, 905 ndi B lkRa 2 3MhmplEr 98 32Mgilerand h%ﬁ%ﬁ&é?%’&ngmwefy, alfisyich testers
are not without their problems. Unlike the full-size testers, the vendor
must haveCastoiiege My ERLBYS "G SURRSMES 'Ot SEdch lFadER oH-AR&RYY R t he
counter, Hbus; igseat idi BoRMLNt balcStakade h%@b&@@r}/ni@- whal b space. It can
al so_be costly to create a variety of sanplers in all available shades, for
whi ch t hePertiefjlas ittt ibe BruSL HETHAR, C3FOCENERRITY PREING a consi derabl e
amount of . VasIieneh dR9SdaPOPWLRAb1 SRMPLE NS Badesradik 8ddbddORneMaNY Of the
cosnmetic products currently available rel’y on the use of volatile solvents;
such prodiyerder BRdoFRRICUBEOTIRE 3E OF EG2BF eIt [LEHEnPeTItodsnewPTORRES - require
ai rtight pagkaginge, WH GlckanssLanibCanlly :80 LAGELease, the paosh, Thus,
there continues to be a need for a cosnetic sanpler that affords the
consuner dogonVeliBENMOMeaAN1OR34t P AG/¥RA% 1prDA R 96/RERY2 hiigvevdn
condipt I ong,, )id-g o8l Jééenérﬁftﬁth&@‘%h@?k P98hs of fpelly & ang gifigiently
storabl e by the vendor. e present 1 nvention now provides such a product.
25 Bri ef DPesteigt tba wndohenidtahavege large inventory of samples of each

shade on hand at the counter, thus creating a potential storage
problem in a small space. It can also be costly to create a
variety of samplers in all available shades, for which there may

15 not be equal demand, potentially leaving a considerable amount of
waste of less popular sampler shades. In addition, many of the
cosmetic products currently available rely on the use of volatile
solvents; such products, in order to be stored over long periods
of time, require airtight packaging, which can significantly

20 increase the cost. Thus, there continues to be a need for a
cosmetic sampler that affords the consumer a convenient means of
trying new products under hygienic conditions, while at the same
time being cost-effective and efficiently storable by the vendor.

The present invention now vrovides such a product.

25
Brief Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 illustrates a front view of a sampler of the invention,
without a cap.

30 Figure 2 illustrates a front view of the sampler with a cap in

place.

[



- Figure 1 illustrates a front view of a sanpler of the invention, wthout a

cap. 30 Figure 2 illustrates a front view of the sanpler with a cap in

pl ace. 26JUL2005 Figure 3 illustrates an axial section throubBJqu0§anpler

.wWith acap in place, with a detailed view of articulation of the cap with
the body. 5 Summary of the Invention The present invention relates to a

cosnetic sanpler, the sanpler conprising a body and at | east one applicator

tip, the tip having flock applied thereto. The fl ock provides a surface on

the applicator portion to which a cosnetic product, in an anount 10

suf fi ci erilguae %nﬂ%léﬁtﬁ%ﬂﬁsaﬁ%lﬁﬂééﬂlEﬁﬁ?loéaﬁhﬁﬁyi§pﬁhﬁeiPmPléﬁtV¥ﬁﬂﬂaly, t he

sampl er is,2dditiaal ¥ oMk ded W we@o%agrtlemlaebonvmrahfel éémleﬂto the

body, may provide either an ordinary or an airtight sea!. 15 Detall

Descri ptigrw &bdyhe | nvention The sanpler of the present i nvention is
designed so as to permt ease of storage at the cosnetics counter w thout
the need for maintaining a full inventory of sanplers in all shades of a 20
cosnkt i csSunmaay Jheheafmtemtion provi ded to the counter enpty, i.e., wthout

any product O“rthfr?t%%’iﬁge?ﬁven‘@yig” A GisLoper, c%éR\%@fé%%ﬁgi‘éxer%%te in a

particul ar shade auty advi sor S|nply applies product of
i nterest, sdmpleub¢nmnylsingagabn@y aﬂ¢eatflqaskednSLﬁnbadeacdrtdug apysd itdat or tip.

The fl ock hal ds_.enqugh_ 25 pr t for, o |cat|ons of
pr oduct . \gﬂgtfﬁ%auggp%%eﬁ eré% Ie?hls aL r°V£%gg 3, 5Hk§ee |ﬁéx%8n5|ve to
manuf act uagpliAstsheart ion Eiogwhﬁ:hl a thﬁneﬂ:&rﬁpbe«tduct, in an amount

LQ sufficient for ocne or two applications, can be applied.

Optionally, the sampler is additionally provided with a cap,

which, when fitted onto the body, may provide either an ordinary

or an airtight seal.

15

Detailed Description of the Invention

The sampler of the present invention is designed so as to
permit ease of storage at the cosmetics counter without the need
for maintaining a full inventory of samplers in all shades of a

20 cosmetics line. The sampler is provided to the counter empty,
i.e., without any product on the sampler. When a customer
expresses interest in a particular shade, the beauty advisor
simply applies the product of interest, by rubbing it against the
flocked surface of the applicator tip. The flock holds enough

25 product for one or two applications of the product.

The structure of the sampler is fairly simple, and
inexpensive to manufacture. As shown in Figure 1, the sampler
comprises two distinct regions, a body 1, and the applicator
region 2 which comprises at least one applicator tip 3, the tip

30 having an application surface 4, i.e., the portion of the tip 3
which is particularly shaped and adapted for application of the
product. For ease of illustration, the applicator tip 3 1is shown

in the shape of a lipstick bullet; however, it will be understood

L2



- conprises two distinct regions, a body and the applicator region 2 which
conprises at |east one applicator tip 3, the tip 30 having an application
surface 4, i.e., the portion of the tip 3 which is particul & pﬁUEaﬁﬁed and
. adapted for application of the product. For ease of illustratron e
applicator tip 3 is shown in the shape of a |lipstick bullet; however, it

w Il be understood 3 28 JUL 2005 that the tip 3, and the application surface
4, -may be in any shape which permts ease of application of flock to its

surface, and ich further permts ease of | i cation of._the product of
interest t afh%\g]ear’:ég %T at“%et]?%caepporlc oy tsblr\%%lpecﬁ'tﬂaey trJLseermvmansxﬁes%lageto appl y
it. For exanpheperimhessémyee odf apdiel datpomsofa fibek eontiys beyrfaica, carmalss secti on,

round, rectangu]ar, hexagonal, triangular or an uch variatjion, The '
appl i cati of lggr%' & erp‘?‘%%tFiT)a%ear? bgp%Jﬂfacla-t,lonr‘}o/fuﬁg?,PIE“élé’F&r% -, heart-,
squar e- shapedrest tanynotdies yarimd ifabe dhivdhy Pes Rink6h gy ueat iwiknek t he
makeyp product to the skin 10 surface. Simlarly, the body can al so be .
forned in Bn§PRHApE, aftF SKRFPl%wor sl FYRPDHOE Mt THBCRIA™Pye WY 8f t he same
shape as tiecrbéd;sck@VBYlroudd CYHddtdhgEadr Dadyadhall ef SrdRdial toMahl readily
be recognized that the sanpler may possess nore than one agpl icator tip,
whi ch per Y8 SAATRAR of TNRpARPHIRAT 16N SWIEABt P HROBIR 138t P8 VB3 ~ti me. The

body 1 andcapplj cala@brbpP Befft!hes®abPlalapean He angobMay eatiycimde by
injection nmolding of a plastic, such as pol ypropyl ene or polyethyl ene
t er pt hal at"®icPneErMifsé dpmyceFips OfbhgdrrkePoRROBICEstRAPHIS 81k 0 t he

appljcat orgueRc.  Igtimk S0y, 20nE 0L HL cRRSSILY et ArdRBl Yn fdRCknapd 0 hle entire
tip 3, but referably, the flock i's applied only to the application surface
4. The pr déégsn%lrmaflllaeklwrg nPs PeCRHITALY deeCfvkiY SRMeWRARe RRcthe

tip; however, a cylindrical body is preferred. It will readily be

recognized that the sampler may possess more than one applicator

tip, which permits sampling of more than one cosmetic product at a
15 tiﬁe.

The body 1 and applicator tip 3 of the sampler can be

conveniently made by injection molding of a plastic, such as

polypropylene or polyethylene terpthalate. Once the sampler is

molded, flock 5 is applied to the applicator tip 2. It is of
20 course possible to apply flock 5 to the entire tip 3, but

preferably, the flock is applied only to the application surface

4. The process of flocking is a standard one, well known in the

art. Briefly, short fibers, which may be of any commonly used

material, such as nylon, polyester, or any natural fiber are
25 applied with an adhesive, such as an epoxy, to the surface to be

flocked. Preferably, the flocking process takes place in an

electrostatic field, which results in the proper orientation of

the fibers. The flock on the application surface provide a

convenient "reservoir" which can hold a small amount of cosmetic N
30 product adequate for one or two applications. The product is

lcaded onto the flocking by simple rubbing of the product against

the flock.



art. Briefly, short fibers, which nmay be of any comonly used nmaterial,
such as nylon, polyester, or any natural fiber are 25 applied with an

adhesi ve, such as an epoxy, to the surface to be flocked. Preferably, the
fl ocki ng process takes place in an electrostatic field, ) ghiUt eg®l ts in
the proper orientation of the fibers. The flock on the application surface
provide a convenient "reservoir" which can hold a small anobunt of cosnetic
30 product adequate for one or two applications. The product is |oaded onto
the flocking by sinple rubbing of the product against the flock. 4 2 a JUL
2005 In one ermodheséﬁhodamdnas atox# dhowhi JUFagire the thangdnglekrSis provi ded
wth a cag ,. .to enclose the agpl ator tip whjch has, been | oaded with

product . PFOVEAED HH BrCIR S0t é’ﬁerrrrlfnlapa}lcattﬁé ER B ounter, a cap

IS not ess& iahdedSithepssumpker M lche Ssdiletmedict ek yudisedignd di sposed of .
However, if the customer w shes to take the sanpler el sewhere to try, it is

Ji mpor t ant t8% COBFRRAGFe CURERT -t 8 PIRSEr PRC t9RFSBF Hrhuc 2SoRhe RETPIECWilFhe cap 6,

whi ch canp@lisRebfadddfMBEedYarkinh e6ddA 8P| diRgevd®Y iBerd RReomddi nary type,
for exanple, one which sinply fits onto the body 1 JO by way of a

friction-Vithes| RogtakecFRe reTPAD IR SRYHETe HOWEY.r 1t PAr HTRAMCAPF Fohen t he

cosnetic produet 2 hag keeprdLiul @iee%r%ﬁ& Bn VAL atickR. Soh\eRhy 4 he cap 6
forns an airtight seal against the ody of the sanpler. This may be

achi eved Syidnyapeds® kRAaolermed by W@J&F’Elo%lﬁ@ﬁdh@ byadi Persi 8ning the cap 6
so as to ﬁm\ﬂa% @yﬁlé \fgl:aénlalmﬁlé”pcﬁ'fevhﬁyéh %%gl%%c&\y ghi el b&x) Bl © gasket

bet ween t cap and ‘body, or providing a sl eeve to provide the
necdfsar ybygewdly. ofF 02 fgdstiof- fianuf Brctaupeetentedcemndimehondicereyerhe  seal can

be facconpli shed; by Pravhdifg 2562 d B9kl 1a8Md e BO1ared with a

volatile solvent, the cap 6 forms an airtight seal against the
body of the sampler. This may be achieved by any means known in
the art, such as by dimensioning the cap 6 so as to provide a
15 volatile-impervious seal, providing a flexible gasket between the
cap and body, or providing a flexible sleeve to provide the
necessary seal. For ease of manufacture and economy, however, the
seal can be accomplished by providing a sealing rib 7 on the body
of the sampler, which rib will fit into a corresponding internal
20 annular groove B on the cap 6, securing the cap 6 in place on the
body. The sealing rib 7 may be further supplemented by the
presence of an additional annular projection 9 on the body,
preferably situated at the upper end of the body 1 above the
sealing rib 7, which projection 9 contacts the inner wall of the
25 cap 6, preferably along the entire circumference of the cap 6,
thereby providing an additional barrier to the entry of air into
the chamber enclosed by the cap 6.
The sampler of the invention is particularly well adapted
for use in providing samples of lipstick, lip gloss, or other lip
30  products. However, its use is not limited in this way, and the
sampler may also be used for sampling eyeshadows, blushes, eyebrow
products, foundations, face powders, skin care products, and the

like, i.e., any type of product that can be conveniently



of the sampler, which rib wll fit into a corresponding internal 20 annul ar
groove 8 on the cap 6, securing the cap 6 in place on the body. The sealing
rib 7 may be further supplenmented by the presence of an additional annul ar
projection 9 on the body, preferably situated at the upper, end qf t{he body
1 above the sealing rib 7, which projection 9 contacts the ﬂﬁh@ﬁ= | 1 of
the 25 cap 6, preferably along the entire circunference of the cap 6,

t hereby providing an additional barrier to the entry of air into the
chanber encl osed by the cap 6. The sanpler of the invention is particularly
wel | adapteshsfearedsen iandpnedd dhynghes &lptlesorofthki peplicderibn psuylifass, or ot her.
lip 30 products. However,_ its use is.nof limted in this way,_.and the

sapl er MG 10 PBe R GaTPE SAmit The By bsnadosbat HiATsHasT ST ow

product s, hpsingdad ifoBsked appl Poden Ssurgkcd Lariaspr oigiosriandt hae |i ke,

i.e., any type of product that can be conveniently 5 28JUL2005 transferred
to and helfﬁcgy”i 89y | FERPIAEtHE UphSScali B Suff BB CTThe use of the sanpl er
is vary sinpl ernéndrpabrtdit Uiey FHoPhds af ybsat hrnkkoekes tappéacati on
surface agai nst the_portion_of the face or body on which she wishes to try
the produlfers PRTeaispATeVifRt THRRTOY GFVRICIRSyFRAt D ERBRPT to the end

user, but s;aksonPmaVEeasienBimissadvayit agasitd the yapder igi spensing

cosnetic sanples. For exanple, the sanpler is conpletely hygienic: each
user receicPEBIHLYoRNI S| eP2ChWHFER 1481V bﬁ‘rrei?i‘”&Lfsar“}?’llﬁéen"’q’tiscéldh%"y anyone

el se, and pahi GheyiSus s tuthzetkd 19 AesHedbide t Qnletn@eds. chitlisagbenefits
the vendor in that it can be shipped and stored conveniently, in bulk,

unl (dé?ded, acgo¥ Hing Eautemerfer &t plse INenpéits dde, verdqs iphehaf girecan

unnecessary LAipdd! gh8 JWTREOUERAMDIALS of 1KAGH SRAdfs, pEadict carried,
u ' .
counter where it will be used. It is therefore unnecessary to

retain numerous samplers of each shade or product carried, because
a single, normal size product of any given shade can be used to

15 loéd the sampler on an as-needed basis, thereby eliminating waste
due to overstocking of samplers of less popular shades. The
sampler is also inexpensive to make, and gives the consumer
adequate product to try, while at the same time avoiding the need
on the part of the vendor to dispense large quantities of

20 promotional materials at no charge.



a single, normal size product of any given shade can be used to 15 | oad the
sanpl er on an as-needed basis, thereby elimnating waste due to
overstocki ng of sanplers of |ess popular shades. The sanpler is 28 $ld 2005

i nexpensive to nmake, and gives the consuner adequate product to try, while
at the sanme tine avoiding the need on the part of the vendor to di spense

| arge quantities of 20 pronotional nmaterials at no charge. 6 2 8 JUL 2005
What \WWhat veé Blainsis: 1. An el ongat ed device for sanpling cosnetic nmaterials,

t he device conprising a hollow body and at |east one applicator tip, the
appl i cat or tip having an application surface with flock attached thereto,

wher ei A r%?eﬁtde@lcg?éfégg.lﬁsllig%g%}%tu@ﬂpkérﬁ R e E‘Eg;;ﬁSriéiE%Q g@%fé flat )

portion orien |tu I nal “axi evi ce.
The deviand at)feastloab np;:ihoatﬁrmlp ﬂie&ppkimtml’tipﬁﬁﬁlng aﬁapphcauoxT berfate withdlook cl ai m 2
in which the cg apabl e of formn n airtight seal] with the body 4.
The devidtachsdt ?rat elieﬁl, Whieast atnostiQnyef t %mnhp@ﬂégl %lﬁfapﬁﬁé}ahahe%m@v@n 5. The
. device i eflewith a sealing rib. 6. The
devi ce f)b ﬁeﬁ%eé dbﬂq%@ﬁh{eﬁ@gﬁﬁﬂ%@l%s?ﬁ Ea ts into an internal groove on
the c 7 |s made of plastic. 8. The device
of cl g?m eqexl-g\g/]\/%fc E%v}? n%r}élé’ggg ‘i bers of nylon or polyester. 9. A

devi ce3.fihe deaiep of ciging Q:ﬁm&ﬁ@ tnataqnls @hpmbld dfdforheiviy an airtigiptrsesli with the boly.ow body
and at | east one appllcator tip attached to the body, the applicator tip
havi ngt-arheslspice o elam 3 4o whighdhorameompgisgs & infespal @roqvger et 0, wherein the

appl i Cat L, debReloP ofalin 1 whiBRRe Bbayis chRBhANicRH skttng o

6. The device of claim 5 in which the sealing rib fits into an internal groove on) the cap.

7. The device of claim 1 which is made of plastic.

8. The device of claim 1 in which the flock comprises fibers of nylon or polyester.

9. A device for sampling cosmetic materials, the device comprising a hollow body and at least one
applicator tip attached to the body, the applicator tip having an application surface with flock attached
thereto, wherein the applicator tip is in the shape of a lipstick bullet.



