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1 Background and Field of the Invention 5 This
invention relates to a garnent carrier suitable for a
collared shirt. Collared shirts, particularly for HII’I”’IIII||||||||"||||” m

busi ness wear, are prone to clreasn ng particularly I ”II’

when Eacked for travelli ng or  shi ppi ng. *159159* ,
I IV\/n CE :ﬂh: Lf/\g ?Lf Ieglsde?rlaﬂs grtatl 0 " K

gﬁtrjtl |Cg ?Levv?ase Io? 10 ner chandi si n)é, di SpIan TheW“”IM"”’"”I"”"”l”l”"’

conventional folding nethod requires the shirt to be .g 00

Badkgrogdd ditEFREld®fithe hevéntisigd fl at al ong the backof ———————
the shirt, both sides folded in a certain anount

towards the mddle of the back of the shirt and the
shirt then folded in half. Particularly for

{ S| ional | aupdry use, irt
TR B0SAT IR0 PGB B R PR g At et
15 supports for the back and under the collar to
reduce creasing, with the shirt then finally being
cF@ot ected by an outer container which nay be in the
Argdo$hirts, wﬁiéuladv fon bigsiness wear, fave proneatmarepsing particularly
establ i shnent or nmade fromstiffer transparent
whieagtacked ffam traved|ngeordihdp ping. LGenvePfiohally, Sueh shirts are folded in
di sadvantage of this folding nethod that the shirt is

arpeaticulgcwhg wieich é%ﬁ@@br%sfyrtﬁaﬁsp@ﬁdneﬁ%dom t'ﬁ@td&s%'d#es

and half way up the front of the shirt which leads to

nMQEh&RAGHhS t ﬁlﬁﬁgi/e?he FRAhLOR dﬁ%‘i Foldlha?‘né‘tﬁgg %cwlrééstﬁg shitt to be

packagi ng rt are no gener a

bﬂ{téﬁeﬂhg aﬁ'ﬁg tg Iacé’c?l ﬁa(ta aqlong? [)aclg Hhe skinrt, Both sides

folded in a certain amount towards the middle of the back of the shirt and the

shirt then folded in half. Particularly for merchandising and professional
laundry use, the shirt is supported in this folded form with paper or plastic
supports for the back and under the collar to reduce creasing, with the shirt
then finally being protected by an outer container which may be in the form of
a paper or plastics bag for a laundry establishment or made from stiffer

transparent plastics for merchandising use.

Itis a disadvantage of this fblding method that the shirt is required to be
folded on front and back on both_sides and half way up the front of the shirt
which leads to noticeable creases. Furthermore, the supports used in
packaging the shirt are not generally reusable and also make the final

packaged shirt quite bulky.
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25 2 A packaging case for a folded shirt has been
proposed in GB 2291797 which has been sold under the
trademark "Stuffed Shirt" and provi des support and
protection for a shirt foldedyin a simlar manner to

t hat descri bed above, but which can be reused. This
%P%ﬂ@&@g caziar folded shitdastheenpronasedimGB 3295797 which

requiri the shirt to be folded as described, | eading
uader thectradervarktSidffed Shirt! armbpmt/icms&u;@ort and
thus bul ky and expensive. A garment bag in the name of

protectiore forrd skirtfoldearih d simflaf flapmeftd that@eseR8Ed A6dw2 but
Al . The publication discloses an alternative nethod of

wHicKltag bé rediSed THi§ ptépdsail Yhweiler 26 ﬁaﬁ@ﬁ? W%Ialdvﬁlgtage of

garrrent bag to prot B RRd Teceive Inclu

1746 Y chif 918 0B S AR b0 T iRk P ase
"?EQE KRR FEERER thls bRy s libste, ¢ can be

difficult to introduce and retain the collar in the
pocket when packing a shirt and the pocket can be
quite 15 bulky. It is an object to the invention to
Agarmens baggathe nemesofthe présentapptitartrie dissosed inWHOC h
all eviates at | east one of the di sadvantages of the

2007106 €52 Adndthe g:ubﬂéﬂiﬂrd@i%clbbés aAnRAefhatethethod dfifoRiing a
useful choi ce.

shirt to reduce creases, as well as a garment bag to protect and receive a shirt

including a relatively rigid pocket to protect the collar of the shirt. The applicant

has found that the pocket has some disadvantages in that the pocket tends to

add to the manufacturing cost of the product, it can be difficult to introduce and

retain the collar in the pocket when packing a shirt and the pocket can be quite

bulky.

It is an object to the invention to provide a garment carrier for a collared shirt
which alleviates at least one of the disadvantages of the prior art and/or

provides the general public with a useful choice.
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Sunmary of the Invention According to the invention in
the first aspect there is provided a garnent carrier
for a collared shirt, the carrier conprising collar
protecting neans arranged to 5 be novabl e between an
open position in which a colppr of a said shirt may be
i ntroduced and a cl osed position in which the collar

ﬁrot ect i ggthgﬁans Ilorrrs a collar protecting region,

g nmeans formng, when in a cl osed
position, a former around which the remai nder of the
said shirt is able to be rolled and a cover arranged
to receive at |east said remainder of the shirt. 10
Argerding &0 thenipveetien inathgditst aspeet there is poovided a garmant carrier
part of the shirt and is preferably received by the
foroa eollared ehirt\ethe @drrier dompridi COI|Idré}J”rchﬂhg¢ﬁeéms amanged to
preferably conprise a sheet mat eri al connect ed

bednbtisble Bedve&h RGN ;5’63|’d|6Hjinr Which¥% ccfllQF ofaﬁ 38R $hiR¥nay be

being received in a pocket connected to the cover.

RRERY Sl £ EPLETPoPRRTTTRPic RSB B iy ARERR e o

rise fi second,.opposed , 20. portions
HiTARe ke AR %Cﬁ@mr%wﬂﬁ s farmts@@wé@n. iR closed
means may further in the open position adopt open

Position; ﬂéorqur@ungtwmeh the remalnder of the said shlrt IS able to be

rolled and a cover arranged to receive at least said remainder of the shirt.

The cover may be arranged to receive the whole or a part of the shirt and is

preferably received by the cover or connected to it.

The collar protecting means preferably comprise a sheet of material
connected to the cover directly or indirectly, for example by being received

in a pocket connected to the cover.

The collar protecting means is preferably arranged to be folded to form
the collar protecting region and may comprise first and second opposed

portions connected by a spine portion.

The collar protecting means may further in the open position adopt an

open jaw-like configuration.
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The collar protecting region is of substantially
triangul ar cross section. The carrier preferably
further conprises as | east one support nenber
arranged to be disposed in the collar protecting
region when the collar 5 protgcting neans is in the
cl osed position and the collar protecting neans nay

H1C at .| east one pocket jn which the or each )
TG40 BlataeRihsB8l s GEaubsiaitianly drianesiar oisss section,
support nenber may be cylindrical. Fastening neans is
preferably provided, arranged to hold the collar
rotecting 10 neans in the closed position and the
heseamiaipreserablydyrthenpommides as least osesopport member
fastening portions arranged to engage each other at a

apragigacdoto bedjispesedtihehe Woiar pRb-@HY FehibRAVREN tRe coll
hold this closed, with the enggged n.pagétbeni ng port?gr? ar

pPS Rictihgbme aRisaYiiditRe d8gdl i sﬁ%@%ﬁ@tth'éhgolli:agleﬂﬁﬁecting means

protecting region. 15 Padding may be prov
i m% j | rotecting region and ,
ary?)und ?grh %ﬂ;ﬁ r}éeﬁgf:%%ﬂewa\&w%thht %Y ag%ﬁ]]is pplogfamn%ber IS
. roldbed initially. The invention extends to a
r%%?'ﬁgﬂt JUF4 Pt ledst dlie AUppORIREMIRIG ENI® BHlingtoal.
packaged for nerchandi sing or after |aundering or for
any ot her purpose. According to the invention in a
second aspect, there is provided a carrier,

Festeningreeansis fraferably progdedeartangddetodmld ey collar protecting
cont ai ner, packaging or bag conprising a forner

rr\a,e\l;rqangg@mé tlosbé poBitiahl hdopkwasenMy MB&As PRS) EbAPrisdfirst and
i

second fastening portions arranged to engage each other at a position
adjacent the collar protecting region to hold this closed, with the engaged

fastening portion preferably providing padding adjacent the collar protecting

region.

Padding may be provided disposed adjacent the collar protecting region and

around which the remainder of the said shirt is able to be rolled initially.

The invention extends to a garment carrier with a shirt contained therein

packaged for merchandising or after laundering or for any other purpose.

According to the invention in a second aspect, there is provided a carrier,
container, or bag for a garment, the carrier, container, packaging or bag

comprising a former arranged to be movable between an open position in which
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5 a portion of a said garnment may be introduced and a
cl osed position in which the reminder of the said
garnent is able to be rolled around the forner.
According to the invention in a third aspect, there is
provi ded a coll ar protector P for a shirt, the collar
prot ect or bei ng novabl e between an open position in

i & f asaid shirt y be receiyved, and.
it o A Sab b e i Bl A BEpL T St W e
rérUSh re %st ant. zone around the collar. According to

aindel oh the,said gaiment is ablg o betrolledharaundstherforneed a
collar protector 10 arranged to receive the collar of
a shirt, the collar protector conprising a stiffening
menber in sheet formconfigurable to forma
Asepiding teethe imvegtiorcinues third @sjest, ahrezieovideder 8bIRE prétector

a

the invention in a fifth aspect, there is provided

farcd bairt, ftie eolkir pestettdr Yeiry ﬁ@vbare%tﬁ/@bhtam;gcﬁmgsgg{nﬁ in which

be novabl e between an open position in
1% callar . i Shirf e, B Losed .
position in 'V\Ef"c tKfeb%cﬂg:a%{rggp%rq@?aeg{g%?afpggﬁﬁmdnmwwhe
' reqgion around a said,collar, the collar
PRIBLEE [ 2 oS s Ria o2 srouna Bakrodlis ¢ 'on. “a
former around which the renai nder of the said shirt
20 is able to be rolled. According to the invention in
a seventh aspect, there is provided a carrier,
Ageprdingnterthepgavsntiginiy aofounthgaspect, dhere! i preddsd iardallar protector
conprising a collar protector as
arranged to receive the collar of a shirt, the collar protector comprising a
stiffening member in sheet form configurable to form a collar-receiving, crush

resistant zone.

According to the invention in a fifth aspect, there is provided a collar
protector for a collared shirt arranged to be movable between an open
position in which a collar of a said shirt may be introduced and a
closed position in which the collar protector forms a collar protecting
region around a said collar, the collar protector forming, when in a
closed position, a former around which the remainder of the said shirt

is able to be rolled.

According to the invention in a seventh aspect, there is provided a carrier,
container, packaging or bag for a collared shirt, comprising a collar protector as

claimed in any or all of the previous three aspects, and a cover.



10

15

20

claimed in any or all of the previous three aspects,
and a cover. 6 Brief Description O The Draw ngs

Enbodi nents of the invention will now be described, by
way of exanple, wth reference to the acconmpanyi ng
draw ngs, in which: 5 Fig. S a perspective view of

an embodi ment of a garment c rrier of the invention
h| rt may be placed therein; Figs.
O #=rent carrier shown in Fig. 1
at various stages of 10 packing; Fig. 5 is a cross
section across A-A of Fig. 2 showing part of the
arment carrier; 15 Fig. 6a-e illustrate assembly of
dimentaof tharmverrtromrfwrﬂrrgmv Be desbribdd, by way of example, with
simlar to Fig. 2 illustrating a second embodi nent  of
referendertodhé iaebompadyid@ dra@ings, irfwhich ew similar to
Fig. 5 being a cross sectional vi ew through B - B of
Fig. 7 showing the collar protector in an alternative
position. 7 Detailed Description O The Preferred

F@:ﬁgg:{ﬁﬁ%ﬁ W‘H;‘gé\g’;&% nzﬂ%?lgéﬁl‘nll:egﬁsof a garmerft cAftier of the

invention illustrating how a shirt may be placed therein;

Figs. 2 - 4 are views of the garment carrier shown in Fig. 1 at various stages of

packing;

Fig. 5 is a cross section across A-A of Fig. 2 showing part of the garment

carrier;

Fig. 6a-e illustrate assembly of the garment carrier of Figs 1 to 5;

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 2 illustrating a second embodiment of the

invention; and

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 5 being a cross sectional view through B - B of

Fig. 7 showing the collar protector in an alternative position.
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5 according to the invention is illustrated. The
garnment carrier is arranged to protect a shirt for
travel or other purposes, The garnent carrier
conprises two naein portions, a cover 10 and a col | ar
protector 20. The carrier |s7arranged to receive a
shirt 30 as shown by phantom’lines in Fig. 1. The
shirt 30 is folded in accordance with the nethod
dlsclosed with 10 reference to Figs. 1 to 7 and 10 of

ﬁ"- _.-. s al i Ccg |Ton V\D 2007/ 06152 the contents

pl aced in the carrler'such that a portlon of the shirt
including the collar 32 is received by the collar
vgrotector 20 and the remainder of the shirt is

ido sefarenbg tbHeigsoveto 6.0an B Bb@inséntr 6f ﬂﬁé?»gbﬁﬁénﬁ BaKer
only in Fig. 1 and not t he remai ni ng figures,

aeesrding texthledin@entibnak |Ilb§tr§fédJ°Fﬁ’én§g?ﬁ1éﬁiecaﬁ'ﬁ%rr'|§ ]g'llerhged

those figures. The cover 10 iIs fromsheets o

te@pasidct D SRirefdrafOEsiney gﬁppg%eﬁﬂ? gar Ebe(nt c%l\%n

reS|stance to tearing and t OW''s

St referred | e formed
Bl i sbBsngi caver o ABR A FeliabRisteaier 28. The
unce woven pol yuret hane sheet, although ot her

°§Héeeft'sr1%rt’%99§¢§°d'1e0§i‘ﬁ arsdiiet 3) astshawn tiyi phaetom lines in Fig.
wei ght and/or of non-woven formnay al so be used. 8 -
1. The shirt 30 is folded in accordance with the method disclosed with

reference to Figs. 1 to 7 and 10 of applicant's application WO
2007/06152, the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference,
and is placed in the carrier such that a portion of the shirt including

the collar 32 is received by the collar protector 20 and the remainder of

the shirt is received by the cover 10.

The shirt has been shown only in Fig. 1 and not the remaining figures, for

ease of explanation of the structure of the carrier in those figures.

The cover 10 is formed from sheets of plastics material connected
together. For resistance to tearing and to allow stitching, a woven
plastics sheet is preferred, for example formed from polypropylene,
polyethylene or polyurethane such as a 2 ounce woven polyurethane sheet,
although other sheet materials of different plastics, thickness, weight and/or of

non-woven form may also be used.



The plastics material may al so be spray coated on its
i nside faces (those faces facing the shirt when
packed) with a | atex, rubberised or elastoneric film
which can lightly grip the shirt, holding this in

pl ace when packing. 5 The covygr 10 includes a back
sheet 100 connected to two side flaps 102, 104 each
of which is provided with the conplenentary half 106a,
106b of a zip fastener 106. The sheet 100 extends

1Jonpgjﬁtudi naII[(i’g/ beyond the flaps 102, 104 in both
RiRstics Faatedal reaalse bespray eated on itp insidesfaces &hess fages
protector 20 as best 10 shown in Fig. 5 and in the
fagingthecshird whieo packed)ovith alat®Qmubkerised ap elb8mdricefilm, which
collar protector 20 is further provided with an

cad dightiyogrid thetebirt, holdimg thid ingsace®héd patkidgt0 which is
stitched to sheet 100 and extends parallel to sheet

100 to forma pocket 120. The pocket 120 is seal ed at
the base by a transverse seam stitched at end 122 and

T?l‘% %ﬁ%"??iﬁaﬁlﬂégép%%‘rﬁ%feﬁi@ﬂc?”ﬁ?%\%ﬁa@%'va}sf%e°ﬁ§é“f«e?é%o1 04
B8 B VI B e ARG % oo
attached to sheet 100, this piece being wider to

fastenerdlo6 die shaet19Raxtends leagitudinatinbeyondhihe fiaps 102, 104 in

I nsi de the pocket 120, a sheet of stiff plastics
bath directions30 form ineore dirdctiarhpart of the calfarpratectar<L0 as best
material 130 is preferably fornmed from 1. 2nm t hi ck

sholviifim &/ 15eaved inthel sther giréctibnatb forh & 100Hm dvisHapied he
to formfirst and second
collar protector 20 is further provided with an additional sheet of plastics
material 110 which is stitched to sheet 100 and extends parallel to sheet 100 to
form a pocket 120. The pocket 120 is sealed at the base by a transverse seam
stitched at end 122 and at a position 121 spaced from end 122 but is open at
end 124. The open end 124 is provided with a Velcro closure 126, one piece of
Velcro being attached to sheet 110 and another complementary piece being

attached to sheet 100, this piece being wider to provide some tolerance in the

assembied carrier.

Inside the pocket 120, a sheet of stiff plastics material 130 is received. The
sheet of plastics material 130 is preferably formed from 1.2mm thick
polypropylene and is creased at fold lines 132 and 134 to form first and second
opposed portions 136, 138 joined by a spine portion 140. The sheet 130 is

preferably formed into this configuration by making score lines at positions 132,
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opposed portions 136, 138 joined by a spine portion
140. The sheet 130 is preferably forned into this
configuration by making score lines at positions 132,
9 134 and then bending the sheet until it naturally
adopts a steady state "open kpmr position as shown in
Fig. 5 where the opposed portions 136, 138 are opened

at_a | e .of abqut,K 45 degrees. 5
184 e e BErindhe BBl iila: adioyy 2dgptsce moadl Stte “open jaw
ppr@vided, g@{lhgn 150 extending transversely across
QRGO As o ind g He wherg theprpased pestiensHE3Gk38 arempened one
121 at the base of the pocket 120 and end 122 of sheet
tq e other af ananglesobakowd 4b5dkgrees stitched respectively
to flaps 106a and 106b. 10 A transverse piece of
Velcro 180 is stitched to the bottomend of the back
sheet 100 and, when the carrier is rolled up, nates

Cuntyble ety OTENosBHIbAS Y50 P %S&)Tﬂfg afswategéééﬁioﬂﬁ %d;]e

back of the cover (see Fig. exten por
ekfePditfg trissRAs Y] Vel 180Q.1s

attac edgﬁsurééig%iaﬁg%s ‘%’ﬁdegwﬁg%w%‘ig‘ maﬁgﬁgps?ggptween

orti 180 whe he carrjer is rolled up.
skl 121 G Peliissing pockesTad aan 6hg eBlorsheeh 1S Porons
1S%st aac% Eo all ow sonme tolerance in engaging with the
7 8ng S28@re glilsbrdiraspastiveiido flape KABa andf 188k shi rt

contained wthin the carrier. In use, the shirt 30 is

placed in the carrier as shown in Fig. 1 wth the

collar 20 32 of the. shi re i ntroduced within the
Adddrsaerse pites iof Velfloi180ds StifdHedl toTAE BR¥tohPend of the back sheet
100 and, when the carrier is rolled up, mates with three complementary
pieces of Velcro 182 on the back of the cover (see Fig. 6). The extended portion
160 of the back sheet to which the Velcro 180 is attached ensures that the flaps
102, 104 do not foul the Velcro portion 180 when the carrier is rolled up. The
Veicro portions 182 extend for a certain distance to allow some tolerance in

engaging with the portion 180, depending on the thickness of the shirt contained

within the carrier.

In use, the shirt 30 is placed in the carrier as shown in Fig. 1 with the collar
32 of the shirt introduced within the collar protector 20 in a similar manner to
Fig. 7 of WO 2007/06152A and the remainder of the shirt lying on the sheet 100.
The flaps 102, 104 are then folded over and the zip portions 106A, 1068
connected by means of zipper 107 which is then zipped up to the top of the zip

106 as shown in Fig. 2, with the shirt then held between the sheet 100 and flaps
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Fig. 7 of WD 2007/06152A and the remai nder of the
shirt lying on the sheet 100. The flaps 102, 104 are
then fol ded over and the zip portions 106A, 106B
connected by means of zipper 107 which is then zi pped
up to the top of the zip 10@ as shown in Fig. 2, with
the shirt then held between t%e sheet 100 and flaps 10

2 osed p i 138 of the cgll ar
1885104 Ve BP0 SRP RafopU LI o e allal roteidor b s esrpushed
darrowE %o tgat %/el cro_portion 150 engages Vel cro
S8 N dhe dirgstion, of atrewdr seithat Yeleroceertian 150@ngages Velcro
around the collar 32 of the shirt. 5 Wth the collar
PRFinsctaza. b thusrclesing tthe solldrasete chirsirbiimh thet &ollar f3@rafitha shirt.
stiff collar protecting region of greater rigidity
than the cover 10 which provides a crush-resistant
zone to protect the collar against crushing. Wth the

With theocolla® brateBtor 290n the dudcl68ed'B64iGdn, thitfrore st stfoliar
held in the pocket 120 forms a triangul ar

: ct. ke t avi de.physi,cal rigidity
PRUESP RIS PBRGreplon SRRt b SNEF 18 R Brpid &, 12
bl ar. s .not creased, . . This confjguration is.  shown in
Yy RSistat ABneiRPTatect the aller agatit Ralshings WVith SraMelcro
t he cq r %é) s rolled up around the collar protector
PQSUIORS ¢ \Fl?g #P£3p copngcted; the shiestidao veldcindhe pocketrt20100ms a
152a, b 15 which are bent back on each other as the
triagoular Giees-eettional structties todprtowider pivysiteal rigitity and to create a

protective paddi ng, matching the support provided by

veitisosthahthelféedTpeart of td ¢dllar @Rbt dri8Sed!MHi$ cbRfig¥agbR is
cover 10 has been rolled up around the collar

shown in Fig. 3.

After the collar protector has been closed, the cover 10 is rolled up around the
collar protector with the first fold being around Velcro portions 150, 152a,b
which are bent back on each other as the collar protector is rotated to provide
some protective padding, matching the support provided by the spine 140. The
rolling continues until the whole cover 10 has been rolled up around the collar
protector 20 which provides a structural former around which the remainder of
the carrier and shirt are rolled to form a rolled-up package as shown in Fig. 4.

To seal the package, Velcro portion 180 is connected to Velcro portions 182.

Fig. 6 illustrates how the shirt carrier is assembled. The portions of the cover,
that is to say, back sheet 100, flaps 102, 104 and pocket forming portion 110

are all stitched together along their connected edges and at seam 121. Sheet
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protector 20 which provides a structural fornmer around
whi ch the remai nder of the carrier and shirt are
rolled to forma roll ed-up package as shown in Fig. 4.
20 To seal the package, Velcro portion 180 is
connected to Velcro portions182. Fig. 6 illustrates
how the shirt carrier is assenbled. The portions of

7y iﬁﬁdogﬁé{‘ﬁ%tﬁﬁ%%é'%ﬂﬁ‘% S g Stre dr BB v it at the
roRBS B 17 B3 ST 422 454 R hpnaiin fue be. Bhasheekss then

material and two score lines are cut at the positions
p&¢-bept alopgdhpse ssoredinestaa steady state ishape of Eig. Srag shown in
sheet is then pre-bent along those score lines to a

Fg. édogndsisehen opaped out &gajn t6 badlat kewshown in Fig).6ccdndasiipped
is then opened out again to be flat as shown in Fig.

ito the posketptEditthough BpéhibgPRakBllow’y Arféw @ As 8RBWNNA Fig 6d.
124 following arrow C as shown in Fig 6d. The Velcro

THRVAIEiPEon efér&%@%ﬂhéh%@ds é@bﬁ%@%@ﬁgé{‘m figﬂ'} inside.

firmy insi e pre-bent owe

t | st yostate shape. a hown_.in FEiq.
T8 BBt shlel 130 B AT ARNRoTRERR 16 Br R whlb Shebe as

Hi scl.o?__ed é n Figs. 7 and 8. This enbodi nent of the
SPRYBAR i"&h 9% substantially similar to that shown in

Figs. 1 to 6 except that, additionally, two

transverse pockets 200, 210 are forned from

addi tional sheet portions of plastics material 202,
A2seoadi eérobedinent ofi e invedtiers ist disslbeed iflPlYysa? dneis8. This

illustrated in Fig. 8 Two supports in the form of
embodiment of the invention is substantially similar to that shown in Figs. 1 to 6
except that, additionally, two transverse pockets 200, 210 are formed from
additional sheet portions of plastics material 202, 212 stitched at their
edges to sheet 100 as best illustrated in Fig. 8. Two supports in the form of
pieces of plastics tubing 220, 230 are placed in respective pockets 200, 210
which are then stitched or otherwise closed. The tubing 220, 230 provides
additional rigid support for the collar protecting region. Whereas the sheet 130
of the collar protecting region in the embodiment of Figs 1 to 6 provides
support against crushing of the collar, tubing 220, 230 provides additional
support, and can resist higher forces. The second embodiment also shows

the collar protector open at a steady state position with portions 136, 138 at an

obtuse angle rather than the acute angle of the first embodiment.
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15 pieces of plastics tubing 220, 230 are placed in
respective pockets 200, 210 which are then stitched
or otherw se closed. The tubing 220, 230 provides
additional rigid support for the collar protecting
regi on. Wiereas the sheet 13 of the collar
protecting region in the enbodi nent of Figs 1 to 6

i : . inst crushin f the coll ar, .

THe RSB LBIrhARE ratich s ARpResslaspgaaimanitt for

n resist higher forces. The second enbodi ment al so
t'ga&S\/&? redyge 86‘?9?%?9-&3 & épplicalions inglude paekaging shirts for sale
Basqi%&(on_ w th portions 136, 138 at an obtuse angle
angihackagingshinke atiedy clerpiag of laundry . Fartsushbapfilications, the
12 The enbodi ments descri bed have particul ar
gappentearrienmiay heaniddedrem siispdsable materiie! Fdrexapsiye ethe
creasing. O her applications include packaging shirts

coeer may be made Hraek papeOwRR ithd éol?érﬁﬁbte@ﬁﬁgé%@@ﬂ is?r%.nglrfhened

| aundry. For such applications, the gar carri

uBEg Q%H&Q%fféa?ﬂ%gér?@rg@@eﬁ'cSufaaﬁeegf.tfaéks?ihé:cg&etg)étﬁgféqeper back

the 5 cover may rom paper Wi

t ' on..strengt hen usi a sheet . of )

SR B Sier e BElr B e SBEER: U Pl 7 PBicatioTragasive
Eﬁﬁcﬁh s@g t.rathe@ t han being placed in a pocket. In
redighthan 'giﬂ"i‘% §evgbeusrd fa,eonrest the sheetn of the coverand
coul d be used to connect the sheets of the cover and
Pisces 8§ stigkystapelopuldibe usedital hbld theearhrdibodrdl sheighin a closed
cardboard sheet in a closed 10 position rather than
pagition cathedthan Velptaard tdeeptads thEngp enbodi ment s

descri bed are not to be construed as limtative and
The embodiments described are not to be construed as limitative and
generally . For example, although the fastening means has been shown as
Velcro, this could be any other suitable fastening means such as press studs,
zips or such like. Similarly, the zip between the flaps could be any other
suitable fastening means. The cover need not be formed from plastics
material. As noted above, this could be formed from a paper material or other
natural fibre. In an ecofriendly embodiment this could be formed from woven
cotton or canvas which may be proofed if water resistant is required. Although
it is preferred to form the cover protector with a plastics sheet 130 having two
folds formed therein, this could be formed with an arcuate spine portion or with
more folds, for example to form a collar protecting region of polygonal, such as

rectangular cross-section.



general ly. For exanple, although the fastening neans
has been shown as Velcro, this could be any other

sui tabl e fasteni ng neans such as press studs, 15 zips
or such like. Simlarly, the zip between the flaps
could be any other suitable fastening nmeans. The
cover need not be fornmed fromplastics naterial. As

t hS..could be fornmed from.a per
ThE et Ry BeshHpwitdhdogio rie P PP eBifrend gniv t
nbodj nent this I d be formed fromwoven cotton or
WHERS YeTGiRincitions, T84 piabraré depamacor I dse Seaand pibodiment
required. Although 20 it is preferred to formthe
Opt2 Bingle SRR 24P o 230pnag bedisedheet 130 havi ng two
folds fornmed therein, this could be forned with an
arcuate spine portion or wwth nore folds, for exanple
to forma collar protecting region of polygonal, such

Iraa furtiest ERIGOAT tHe ESIRr HREIELRR mah3be ToenPY RS
shown encl osi ng the sh?rt, but a;lyﬁies coul d gé(atrg%gygﬁ;%ycha

chse, tHOBIRYE E@%ﬁtl <l §6Lﬂ@§re;f§r%ﬁed Jvﬁﬁ ?h@%ﬁ%%%fsﬂgglgqgﬁi& 5

the second e a single sup
. 5 1n a further variation, the collar

Wit SSHastfs BSRing pidhet. It SRt SombieBaaten engagesble

thevéﬁl‘i?Sti cs,sheet 130 could be formed with _the angles
PESWRUIS PrRavVifedat gaghhend semer andhe sbeehitsr)f. fsenshirticotar

exanpl e conpl ementary engageabl e press studs provi ded
wanldebe insengddstween dhe phposetbportions eisfbefdteafidn which the

collar would be inserted between the opposed portions
peessisifids woafd thenvde clitkeidogether. The shirt will be rolled up around
the sheet 130 directly and then placed completely in the cover which would be
in the form of a small sack having a draw string. This embodiment while being
part of the invention will provide less protection against creasing, since the
cover of the first embodiment has a tendency to act in a similar manner as
placing tissue paper between the folds of a folded shirt which reduces and
inhibits additional creasing. However, in this simplified form, the embodiment of

the invention would be less expensive to manufacture whilst still providing some

crease resistance.

In a further variant of the invention, the collar protector is provided and/or sold
separately and without the cover, with the shirt being rolled directly an the
closed collar protector and then placed in a container, suit case or travelling bag

of the user, without a special cover being provided.
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10 press studs would then be clicked together. The
shirt will be rolled up around the sheet 130 directly
and then placed conpletely in the cover which would be
in the formof a small sack having a draw string. This
embodi ment while being part,pf the invention wll
provi de | ess protection agai hst creasing, since the

r..Qf Jfirst adi nrent has a tendency to act .in
VIRUE R erhbiScimeis, P 8 Bl ifinAre: ol o7 RRERAaIRG wbd isplay,
theJéﬁids of a fal ded shirt which reduces and
onFRdgtanal gigfeired deature aE suh a ReRkaging technigie is that the
sinplified form the enbodi nrent of the invention
9Bt gRIrieesauldhreiesuseatle bydine pacthaser fatisubsequéent packing of
providing sonme crease resistance. 20 In a further
theashictrfor bavelh&he paekagiog wélie tined have arekasdyehdirfere transport
provi ded and/or sold separately and w thout the
and\digplayd th the shirt being rolled directly an the
cl osed collar protector and then placed in a
container, suit case or travelling bag of the user,
wi t hout a special cover being provided. 14 \Were the

A f the invention are used for packagin )
THE R pil'éi b8 ysied to D ORR thaneang sliet i digiansioniad Serardingly,
fa(?%%ckpggi. ng technique is that the garnent carrier
Y SXPARLe Iftke gollamprotesior issoxniret tesaecaramodatestvpieoltars when
packing of the shirt for travel. The packagi ng woul d
Clored, thavaover hee sbfficiend interrel vohmse fortthe Semathddr o ey shirts
The carrier may be used to carry nore than one shirt
and the Weluso fastenersci@2dha\@ #nough tolerance to fasten when rolled up
with the additional bulk of two shirts. When carrying more than one shirt, each
shirt is folded as described in WO 2007/06152 A1 and laid one on top of the
other with the collar protector being closed and the carrier rolled up as before.
In a similar way, the garment carrier may carry other garments such as

underwear and socks at the same time, laid flat and distributed in the cover on

top of the folded shirt.

The carrier is suitable for carrying other garments such as trousers, T shirts or
collar-less ladies blouses, if the carrier is sized during manufacture
appropriately. In such uses, the collar protecting function of the collar
protecting means is not used, although this is still used as a former around

which the 20 garment is rolled.



for exanple if the collar protector is so sized to
accommodate two collars when closed, the cover has
sufficient internal volune for the remai nder of the
shirts 10 and the Velcro fasteners 182 have enough

tol erance to fasten when rolggd up with the
additional bulk of two shirts? Wien carrying nore than

- Shilt,.each. irt is folded as described in WO
T3P Bhlis i AlicaBefoiiindis” cap i Camainep paskoaing or bag
fthe cmlz¥%éggnector bei ng closed and the carrier
7 PaEMGH [ gIest carrigraisdp hel cansiwed ageerdjaglyent
carrier may carry other garnents such as 15 underwear
and socks at the same tinme, laid flat and distributed
in the cover on top of the folded shirt. The carrier
Hayingunowlitlly describedrtiie iaveritionr it SAbURITBES appsientfo one of
trousers, T shirts or collar-less |adies blouses, if
otdiraryaskill iAthé artthaeMafy FhdHidaRBHE %5\‘1 befméde hereto without
appropriately. In such uses, the collar protecting

' f - protecting neans i s not used,
dgF?ﬁ@ggﬁxﬁﬁP%gﬁgﬁgk%?%mﬁggd as a former around which
the 20 garnment is rolled. 15 This invention is
applicable to any kind of carrier, container,
packagi ng or bag for a garnent and "garnent carrier"”
is to be construed accordingly. Having now fully
descri bed the invention, it should be apparent to one
of 5 ordinary skill in the art that many
nodi fi cati ons can be nade hereto without departing
fromthe scope as cl ai ned.
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16 CLAIMS 1. A garnment carrier for a collared shirt,
the carrier conprising collar protecting neans
arranged to be novabl e between an open position in 5
which a collar of a said shirt may be introduced and a
cl osed position in which the,collar protecting neans
fornms a collar protecting reé on, the «collar

mﬂ ng neans formng, when in a closed position, a

around whi ch the remai nder of the said shirt
is able to be rolled and a cover arranged to receive
at least said renmainder of the shirt. 10 2. A garnent
carrier as claimed in claim1 wherein the cover is
ar t.afgearment oagtei foe atdotiarduoshértpthet dmrishtdrhpriSingAollar
garnent carrier as clained in claiml or claim?2

wher erotettiveg adnararrariyeer t@twﬁ'ﬂowb@%’tﬁebﬁ drﬁ&@éﬁ/ BQSlﬁé(n in
the cover. 4. A garment carrier as claimed in claim1

or CliidR 2 cHne Fidsdid %hﬁf%\lagrbe Aﬁfr&&@é‘etd A G%ised E{fbsmon in

connected to the cover arnment carrier

the o “’ﬁ”;ff‘e?;-ﬁbi'?"Efetﬁét'*rdéﬁx?%‘wgiﬁrﬁéﬁ 3 0 Btedhgieafon, the

mat er lff‘fa %3 A arman{oécarrl as clained in claim5

wher SP0RRrotectng LR @ﬂ'?gwd" RA £losed postionpaifemaer
ket which th heet d.

2 IOOgroeundI vr\]/hlchltﬁe remgmsde?%f trlless;lgcsillr\t/ |es able to be rolled and a

cover arranged to receive at least said remainder of the shirt.

2. A garment carrier as claimed in claim 1 wherein the cover is arranged to

receive the whole of the shirt.

3. A garment carrier as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the collar

protecting means is received by the cover.

4. A garment carrier as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the collar

protecting means is connected to the cover.

5. A garment carrier as claimed in and one of the preceding claims

wherein the collar protecting means comprises a sheet of material.

6. A garment carrier as claimed in claim 5 wherein the collar protecting

means further comprises a pocket in which the sheet is received.
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17 7. A garnent carrier as clainmed in any one of the
precedi ng clainms wherein the collar protecting neans
is arranged to be folded to formthe collar
protecting region. 5 8 A garnment carrier as clained
in any one of the preceding ghaims wherein the collar
protecting nmeans conprises first and second opposed

pofti0 3 .spine portion... 9. A garnhent .
ca?'r iAegagﬁch:]Pg%ﬁ% %% Cgaﬁ en'd %qy PRE %rtgge%ﬁegﬁdm%Pmms
10 wherein Ehe Cﬂ| | ar qpro_t ecting means has in the open
posi tYsHeihthe saflal pirteckiaddprangs arranded ¢o be folded to
garnent carrier as clainmed in anyone of the preceding
cl ai Mermyheragllartpretedtingaregioot ecting regi on is of
substantially triangular 15 cross section. 11. A
garnment carrier as clained in any one of the preceding
claims further conprising as | east one support menber

arg anggdrienbeartesa29eimed IM8ngAebf BiObeEEedig %Iaims
regi on when the collar protecting 20 nmeans Is in"the

cl osqmhdref mé’ﬁolléfPg@te%%ggr@t[alaﬁgrédnrﬁgﬁgé? E*rrﬁ]gﬁg detond

claim9 wherein co pro

ComPE B B QU Iy Hethe Gk O o

9. A garment carrier as claimed in and one of the preceding claims
wherein the collar protecting means has in the open position an

open jaw-like configuration.

10. A garment carrier as claimed in anyone of the preceding claims
wherein the collar protecting region is of substantially triangular

cross section.

11. A garment carrier as claimed in any one of the preceding claims
further comprising as least one support member arranged to be
disposed in the collar protecting region when the collar protecting

means is in the closed position.

12. A garment carrier as claimed in claim 9 wherein collar protecting
means further comprises at least one pocket in which the or each

support member is received.
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18 13. A garnment carrier as clainmed in claim1l or
claim 12 wherein the or at | east one support nenber is
cylindrical. 5 14. A garnent carrier as clained in any

one of the preceding clains further conprising

fasteni ng neans arranged to E | d the collar protecting
nmeans in the closed position. 15.A garnent carrier as
claimed in claim114 wherein the fastening neans 10
conprises first and second fastening portions arranged

to fnggge each other at a position adjacent the _

col $-ar AFHIMRARY GRyries @sorlairaed én ¢laim §1mrazlaim 121@harein the
garnent carrier as clained in claim15 wherein the
enga§é@tieasteoneguppdripaeniver isropintricgladdi ng

adj acent the collar protecting region. 17. A garnent
carrier as clained in any one of clains 1 to 15

further conprising paddi ng di sposed adj acent the

col4.ar gardrR Galrrisr 4<L8bfed ﬁﬂ%}ag ?‘Bf’tﬁ@%@%eﬁ[?ﬁe%ain&sofurther

remai nder of the said shirt 1s etobero

of 1 REBHng danteARidTRRanE AlikhGkd REAREIHERANS FeihcPRS means

contajned therein. 19 19. A shirt packaged for
mer cﬁgﬁ' | o3 PASHORar ment carrier as cl ai med

15. A garment carrier as claimed in claim 14 wherein the fastening means
comprises first and second fastening portions arranged to engage each

other at a position adjacent the collar protecting region to hold this

closed.

16.A garment carrier as claimed in claim 15 wherein the engaged fastening

portion provides padding adjacent the collar protecting region.

17.A garment carrier as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 15 further
comprising padding disposed adjacent the collar protecting region
and around which the remainder of the said shirt is able to be rolled

initially.

18.A garment carrier according to any one of the preceding claims

further comprising a shirt contained therein.



in any of clains 1 to 17. 20.A shirt packaged after

| aundering in a garnent carrier as 5 clained in any
of clains 1 to 17. 21.A carrier, container, packaging
or bag for a garnent, conprising a forner arranged to
be novabl e between an open pgﬁition in which a portion
of a said garnent nay be intfoduced and a cl osed

possti on i n ich,.the 10 repmi nder of the said garnent
T4 St pas aﬂsig |f%fdnsffglﬂ@&'86¢aa'f¥%eﬁﬁnent carpiepag 6laimed
protector for a shirt, the collar protector being
novaHF@nbéfﬁE@HS1dﬁ'6ﬁen position in which the collar
of a said shirt nay be received and a closed position
in which the protector fornms a crush resistant zone 15
around the collar. 23.A collar protector arranged to

r e2@iAvshirhpackaded afier fawdddring IMa it cdifiah ast or
conprising a stiffening nmenber in sheet form

conf IR @ ARy Sf(f)% s qgklﬁ_- recei ving crush

resi stant zone. 4. A col'lar protector for a
collared shirt arranged to be novable between an open
position in which a collar of a said shirt my be
[ n}o{&juced and, a cl osed é)_ositi on in which the collar
prot EYTHFeT SPRtaIReT: PRCKRJING O bagifaga GaFNERAt. LopRTtsing a former
said collar, 20

arranged to be movable between an open position in which a portion of a

said garment may be introduced and a closed position in which the

remainder of the said garment is able to be rolled around the former..

22.A collar protector for a shirt, the collar protector being movable between
an open position in which the collar of a said shirt may be received and a
closed position in which the protector forms a crush resistant zone

around the collar.:

23.A collar protector arranged to receive the collar of a shirt, the collar
protector comprising a stiffening member in sheet form configurable to

form a collar-receiving crush resistant zone.

24 A collar protector for a collared shirt arranged to be movable
between an open position in which a collar of a said shirt may
be introduced and a closed position in which the collar

protector forms a collar protecting region around a said collar,



the collar protector formng, when in a closed
position, a fornmer around which the renai nder of the
said shirt is able to be rolled. 5 25. A carrier,
cont ai ner, packaging or bag for a collared shirt,

conprising a collar protectgp as claimed in any one
of clains 22 to 24 and a covéer. 10

the collar protector forming, when in a closed position, a

former around which the remainder of the said shirt is able to

be rolled.

25.A carrier, container, packaging or bag for a collared shirt, comprising a

collar protector as claimed in any one of claims 22 to 24 and a cover.



