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Claims

1. Afood container, the container having:
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a container bottom, and
a container lid,

the container bottom having a base and walls upstanding from the base to define

a container bottom interior,

the container lid having a top cover and side edges, the top cover overlying the

base when the lid is in closed connection with the bottom,

the top cover including an elastically deformable portion and an inelastic portion,
each of the elastically deformable portion and the inelastic portion overlying

different portions of the base when the lid is in closed connection with the bottom,

the elastically deformable portion facilitating accommodation of an item within the
container bottom interior that rests on the portion of the base that underlies the
elastically deformable portion and that extends into contact with the elastically
deformable portion as the lid is shifted into closed connection with the container
bottom, by the elastically deformable portion deforming elastically outwardly away

from the base in contact with the item.

A container according to claim 1, the container bottom including at least one
partition wall within the container bottom interior to form at least two
compartments and whereby the elastically deformable portion overlies one of

the compartments.

A container according to claim 2, wherein the elastically deformable portion

overlies two or more of the at least two compartments.

A container according to claim 3, wherein a first elastically deformable portion
overlies one of the at least two compartments and a second elastically

deformable portion overlies another of the at least two compartments.
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A container according to claim 4, the first and second elastically deformable

portions being separated by an inelastic portion.

A container according to any one of claims 1 to 5, the elastically deformable
portion and the inelastic portion of the top cover being formed integrally, such

as by the top cover being formed by molding.

A container according to claim 6, the elastically deformable portion of the top
cover having a wall thickness which is thinner than the wall thickness of the

inelastic portion.

A container according to claim 7, the elastically deformable portion having a
generally corrugated cross-section in the absence of contact with an item

within the container bottom interior.

A container according to any one of claims 1 to 5, the top cover comprising a
substrate of inelastic material that forms the inelastic portion and an opening
being formed in the substrate and the elastically deformable portion extending

across the opening.
A container according to claim 9, the opening being a circular opening.

A container according to claim 9 or 10, the opening having a rim and the

elastically deformable portion being attached to the rim.

A container according to claim 9 or 10, the opening having a rim and the
elastically deformable portion being attached to the rim and to an inside

surface of the top cover spaced from the rim.

A container according to claim 12, the inside surface of the top cover to which
the elastically deformable portion is attached comprising at least in part, a
channel into which a portion of the elastically deformable portion is received

and secured.

A container according to any one of claims 9 to 13, the elastically deformable
portion being formed as part of a seal that is attached to the inside of the lid
and that seals against surfaces of the container bottom when the lid is in

closed connection with the base.
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A container according to claim 14, the seal sealing against upper ends of the
walls of the container bottom when the lid is in closed connection with the

base.

A container according to claim 15, the seal including channels into which upper
ends of the walls of the container bottom extend when the lid is in closed

connection with the base.

A container according to claim 14 when dependent on claim 2, the seal sealing
against upper ends of the at least one partition wall when the lid is in closed

connection with the base.

A container according to claim 17, the seal including channels into which upper
ends of the at least one partition wall extend when the lid is in closed

connection with the base.

A container according to claim 14 when dependent on claim 2, the seal sealing
against upper ends of the walls of the container bottom and with upper ends of
the at least one partition wall when the lid is in closed connection with the

base.

A container according to claim 19, the seal including channels into which upper
ends of the walls of the container bottom and upper ends of the at least one

partition wall extend when the lid is in closed connection with the base.



