
In so-called CELP coding methods an expensive codebook look-up method is
used which is very processor-intensive. It is known that in speech pauses
not only the transmitter, but also the speech coder is turned off
substantially completely and, in essence, only the LPC analysis of the
speech signal is made. When the speech signal recommences, however, the
filters of the speech coder are then first to build up to full intensity.
For this reason there is proposed according to the invention not to turn
off the filters in speech pauses, but directly drive the filter triggered
by codebook excitation vectors with the accordingly processed speech
signal. As a result, there is a smoother, hardly perceptible transition
between the comfort noise and the speech signal when the latter
recommences. An artificial background noise, the so-called comfort noise,
is produced in the receiver during this turn-off time.    


