A .preocess for reacting carbon nonoxide with a carbonyl atabl e react ant
and/or an ester derivative thereof in a liquid reaction conposition
conprising an iridiumcarbonylation catalyst, a hydrocarbyl halide
carbonyl atiion pronoter, water and car boH§I ation reaction product,
characterised in that the liquid reaction®conposition conprises water at a
concentration about 2 to 8% wright, hydrocarbyl halide carbonyl ation
pronoter at a concentration in the range 1 to 20% by wei ght and ester
derivative of the carbonyl atabl e reacABSTRAICTa concentration in the range
1.0 to 60% by wei ght.

PROCESS FOR THE RECOVERY OF A CARBONYLATION PRODUCT

A process for reacting carbon monoxide with a carbonylatable reactant and/or an
ester derivative thereof in a liquid reaction composition comprising an iridium
carbonylation catalyst, a hydrocarbyl halide carbonylatiion promoter, water and
carbonylation reaction product, characterised in that the liquid reaction composition
comprises water at a concentration about 2 to 8% wright, hydrocarbyl halide
carbonylation promoter at a concentration in the range 1 to 20% by weight and ester
derivative of the carbonylatable reactant at a concentration in the range 1.0 to 60%

by weight.
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