" A magnetic tag (105) that serves both as an identifier of the article (115)
40 which it is attached and as an antitheft device. The former attribute is
especially inportant should stolen property be recovered. Identification
.cones about through the use of an array of individual magnetic el enents
(201) that are closely spaced, preferably along and perpendicular to an
anor phous wire or strip (101). The magA®tic el enents (201) can t ake the
form of nmagnetic ink, high coercivity wire, thin foil, or anorphous wre.
The array nay be personalized (coded) by |eaving out elenments (201) of the
array or driving selected elenments to saturation while others remain
demagneti zed. The elenents can also be in the formof a double array to
constitute "1's and '0's to forma code. Reading of the elenents is
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smal | magnetic circuits coupled to one or nore pickup | oops.
ABSTRACT
A magnetic tag (105) that serves both as an identifier of the article (115) to which it
is attached and as an antitheft device. The former attribute is especially important should
stolen property be recovered. Identification comes about through the use of an array of
individual magnetic elements (201) that are closely spaced, i)referably along and
perpendicular to an amorphous wire or strip (101). The magnetic elements (201) can take
the form of magnetic ink, high coercivity wire, thin foil, or amorphous wire. The array '
may be personalized (coded) by leaving out elements (201) of the array or driving selected
elements to saturation while others remain demagnetized. The elements can also be in the
form of a idouble arrail}; to constitute '1's and '0's to form a code. Reading of the elements
is accomplished with a special reading head (205) consisting of one or more small magnetic

circuits coupled to one or more pickup loops.
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