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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to pro-
vide is a moiré¢ occurrence prediction means that predicts a re-
gion in which moir é will occur and implements a moiré sup-
pression process only on a pattern including said region, there-
by minimizing print deterioration, suppressing the occurrence
of moir ¢, and enabling high-quality printing. To accomplish
this purpose, the moiré occurrence prediction means includes: a
communication unit that receives an input image to be subjected
to moiré¢ occurrence prediction; a periodic structure content de-
termination unit for determining periodic structure regions in-
cluding periodic structures that induce the occurrence of moiré
in the input image; and a moiré prediction unit that implements
aprescribed frequency analysis process on the determined peri-
odic structure regions, thereby determining degrees of risk that
moiré will occur in the periodic structure regions, generating a
moiré occurrence notice indicating the degree of risk for each
periodic structure region, and outputting said notice.
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