WD 03/ 036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -1 "Method and System for Effecting Paynent
for Goods and/or Services" Field of the Invention The present invention
rel at es twoa3smedstd®d and system for effecting paynent for pgaods2andgsor
services. Mre particularly, the method and systemis capable of 5
managi ng paynent for goods and/or serviees- provided by nultiple suppliers
to multiple purchasers. Background Art Cash fl ow nanagenent is an issue in
nost busi nesses, particularly small businesses. Wilst suppliers of goods
and ser vi ceéMethurbahd Syfstem fiir Effeoting Payment for S nServigdsdr | arge
orders, taking advantage of these offers requires nonitoring of deadlines
and anticipation of requirenents in advance. Accordingly, few businesses,
parti cul ar | Fieddrof thdlsverdiores, are in a position to take advantage of such
offers. In addition to organi sational issues, many small businesses sinply
do not have funds readily avail able to take advantage of such offers nade
by 15 suppThemsesdmdanypaitiont feddtes db mmthdd andsdystérmviodieffecting pagsentfarhe
use of a credit facjlity and .many credit facilities, partjcularl redit
cards such 9204sh88¢/ohSERYiess. uMie @@{éc‘ﬂ?'ﬂ)&d en%ﬁﬁbgodz ISYA ”Ei@ﬁﬁé%b e\R'sa,
MASTERCA , | ' Wy '
desi gnedg'lt:)oﬁ%rq?gﬂgggaéﬂ"%? Losr @)@%éﬁgﬁt%Faﬁfli'%%ésq??ﬁ%éé@ntqug‘ggyhéé%gﬂggnﬁgnI y
t ake t he fomuitiple putobeests.free peri ods and/or reward points that nmay |ater
be traded for goods and services of value. However, inefficient use of
credit facilities can be costly so many businesses are wary of using such
and do not BackgreundArful | benefit of the incentive schemes. Cash flow
difficulties are equally inportant fromthe perspective of the supply of 25
goods and/or services. Considerable supplier resources are comonly

Cash flow management is an issue in most businesses, particularly small

businesses. Whilst suppliers of goods and services commonly offer discounts for
10 prompt payment, and/or large orders, taking advantage of these offers requires
monitoring of deadlines and anticipation of requirements in advance. Accordingly,
few businesses, particularly small businesses, are in a position to take advantage
of such offers. In addition to organisational issues, many small businesses simply
do not have funds readily available to take advantage of such offers made by

15 suppliers.

One potential solution to cash flow difficulties is the use of a credit facility and
many credit facilities, particularly credit cards such as those offered under the
trade marks AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA, MASTERCARD or DINERS CLUB,
have associated therewith incentive schemes designed to encourage the use of
20 such. These incentive schemes commonly take the form of interest free periods
and/or reward points that may later be traded for goods and services of value.
However, inefficient use of credit facilities can be costly so many businesses are

wary of using such and do not receive the full benefit of the incentive schemes.

Cash flow difficulties are equally important from the perspective of the supply of
25 goods and/or services. Considerable supplier resources are commonly

consumed in chasing up a large number of relatively small debts.



consuned in chasing up a |arge nunber of relatively small debts. WO

03/ 036525 PCT/ AU02/01436 -2 It is one object of the present invention to
provi de awbuBk3gsaynent net hod capabl e of at |east substamrCiraltog/ooser con ng
t he af orenenti oned probl ens. Throughout the specification, unless the
context requires otherw se, the word p- g4l be understood to "comrise"
or variations such as "conprises" or "conprising”, 5 inply the inclusion of

a stated infteg8he Vbjett BFMLHresBAEBOEStIdHT0 provideebakPayment mdthodr¥pablBer
i nteger or group of "integers. The precedi ng di scussion of the background to

t he i nvent i ohat leastaubstandially overening theatpremaokeratP@bIRINSf t he present

i nvention. However, it should be appreciated that the discussion is not an
acknow edgenent or adm ssion that any 10 of the material referred to was
part of theTbmughoutdherspeclicatiprdyeless thascondtextarequirest otheswisei the twordat e
of the application., D sclosure of th nvens ion | car e

aspect of th(@%?résseer?f VPH@%‘%R% %%?\%sercgan{:psrls&ogfg:gg{bé% hg@r’g%*'x\%‘%$g®{aﬁﬁg
payment Bor irgsl9dRe #itlision SLE\GtSed ivtedRr b bit@ipt dfantigers baf notlthe Beekision ef
details of an order for goods and/or services froma first purchaser;

Recei vi ng dapwptherdntegr of groupraiintgee®s and/ or services from a second
purchaser; Agreeing with a supplier terns of supply for the supply of goods

and/or 20 services detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and
second pur cihseprecedingediseyssine godhrs bashgmundeta,ithe snuentian i intendee to

orders of thekhfeohn RHIGRAREGEY HECBRGRL RN,  "ABNEDE, SHRABLRS bk"
accordance W he erns o pply;
appreciated that the discussion is not an acknowledgement or admission that any
10 of the material referred to was part of the common general knowledge in Australia

as at the priority date of the application.
Disclosure of the Invention

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there is provided a method

of effecting payment for goods and/or services comprising the steps of:

15 Receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a first

purchaser;

Receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a second

purchaser;

Agreeing with a supplier terms of supply for the supply of goods and/or

20 services detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and second purchaser;

Ordering the goods and/or services detailed in the orders of the first
purchaser and second purchaser from the supplier in accordance with the

terms of supply;

Drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

25 second purchaser; and



Drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility
of the 25 second purchaser; and WO 03/ 036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -3 Paying the
suppl i er Woro3®ssps yi ng t he goods and/ or services ordered POTIAT®2/01436 St
purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terns of supply and
usi ng noney drawn on the respective credid-facilities of the first
purchaser and second purchaser. 5 In accordance wth a second aspect of the

present inventiop,{iRENEe | ' i L Dide b BYaERY thah
goods and/ or sere?)@ﬂg t@%Fr%??liél}\rfgg?ﬂ%agltnggge%&%@(ﬁ?ﬁq vvieth a suppli gr

terms of supply first punehasepmnd skcondduramebesrin secordaree iwithadke tene efwi t h
the terns of supply; Receiving details of an order. for g . .
services froma %’é@f anéélsm @RQ%%%WQ@@J%\% r?ﬁp?(ﬁ'é(es%ﬁg'??agca'tﬁ%%dde{g@%rf'(rjsénce
with the terns O‘f)urghagér)ﬁnd seepidpurehaedrai | s of an order for goods and/or
services froma second purchaser placed with the supplier; Drawing on a

credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the second

purchases; RNHcdRRdfifod Withid8essiPhbSsctidTrths rebaitnavédtoropras ieprivided a
services ordered to the first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance

with the temethast of efigpting payment forgansisandderamivieas camprisigdbeistepscefedi t
facilities of the first purchaser and second purchaser. Preferably, the
met hod further conprises the steps of: 20 Accepting an authorisation froma
first purchaser Agregirgwwith asmp@ﬁelt terensi of sypplyffot fee fsupply plgesds endiy

behal f of the first. purchaser; O, {] .aut horisation froma
second purchaserS?%'C%géwgﬁorgaegggétﬁ thé&%ﬁf&l éfg&c??’ﬂ{’he second purchaser on
behal f of the first purchaser;

Receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a first

10 purchaser placed with the supplier in accordance with the terms of supply;

Receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a second

purchaser placed with the supplier;

Drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

15 Paying the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered to the
first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of
supply and using money drawn on the respective credit facilities of the first

purchaser and second purchaser.
Preferably, the method further comprises the steps of:

20 Accepting an authorisation from a first purchaser to draw on a credit facility

of the first purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser; and/or

Accepting an authorisation from a second purchaser to draw on a credit

facility of the second purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser;

Preferably, the method further comprises the step of:



Preferably, the nmethod further conprises the step of: WO 03/036525

PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -4 Receiving and consolidating orders for goods/and or
servi ces WQ 0Blassses rst purchaser and the second purchaser PCPragfoenadsby, the
met hod further conprises the steps of: Consolidating the funds drawn from
the credit facility of the first purchasé&- 5 and the credit facility of
the second purchaser. Preferably, the nethod further conprises the steps

of : I'ssuing a rrBadigingCand@ohbsifdatiPlr SfaRES or §EGII/ERAIR SSVRES Y t @irst
portion of any discount offered by the supplier as part of the terns of

suppl y; and/ or pursbasergang thesecend pureh@seecond pur chaser, the rebate
equating to a portion 10 of any discount offered by the supplier as part of

the terns opreftRibly the nfdted@fiatter cohfprisaBtwstepyrorher conprises the step
of: Charging a fee to the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or

charging a fee o the credit facili f t Lur [ o f
facilitating thebgﬂf)(gﬂaﬁag %? ﬁ"énacggog%&ynaﬁar/no&‘%s(gggﬁ%%ﬁvl(gqgéZ'?Setr a rf;rgle,xs%rhe
met hod fgrther CQﬁ@[Hé@%dtth@aiﬁt&%}ﬁthﬁ sed@rigprchgsdrr om t he first purchaser
and/ or second purchaser a credit statenent; Recording the date by which a

paynment on gh redit f % : I pdi cated by the credit
st at enent ; gﬁeﬁe%&?ﬁé% H‘%ﬁh &f‘ﬁﬁ{%?ﬁ’gﬁ'ﬁgggﬁ%%% Sz?ﬁ'd/or second purchaser, as
appropriate, prior to the date by which paynment on the credit facility
nust be nmade of IssHiagnesebate tadke Tisichurehgsarnthe fahate ropEPaRe @ PeHEN RSt hod

e O edny, ABcBlfbifYred B IRE LIRS R/Bdrt SRnEIERKE B s Gbiy vt ¢

st at enent agai ns
Issuing a rebate to the second purchaser, the rebate equating to a portion

10 of any discount offered by the supplier as part of the terms of supply.
Preferably, the method further comprises the step of:

Charging a fee to the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or charging a
fee to the credit facility of the second purchaser for facilitating the supply of

the goods and/or services.
15 Preferably, the method further comprises the step of:

Receiving from the first purchaser and/or second purchaser a credit

statement;

Recording the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made

as indicated by the credit statement; and

20 Reminding the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate,
prior to the date by which payment on the credit facility must be made of

the need to make such payment.
More preferably, the method further comprises the step of:

Reconciling entries recorded on the credit statement against payments
25 made by the facilitator on behalf of the first and/or second purchaser, as

appropriate.



25 made by the facilitator on behalf of the first and/or second purchaser,
as appropriate. WO 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/01436 -5 In accordance with a third
aspect ofwODhg/opisesent i nvention there is provided a syst@crauovanagi ng
paynent for goods and/or services conprising: A first purchaser using a
first purchasing conputer in data conmunibcation wth a facilitator
conputer; 5 A second purchaser using a second purchasing conputer in data

comuni cat i pna¥édriahde wWithCh! thirat pec MU presdt fvEHIGH itiBsreUsi p@viied a
supplier conmputer in data conmunication with the facilitator conputer;
wher ei n t hesYsé@midfreanagindppynent for gopds andios sgptiees cOBPrYPder for goods
and/ or services sent by the first purchasing conputer and second

pur chasi ng conputer; Agrees with the supplier conputer as to the terns of
supply for the sifipstypurehaggrosingadirst pershasipgscameper sudata epBmyniration

received fromthe. first.. rc [ conput er and second purchasi ng
conputer; 15 PId&@%agﬁa%V%éhciﬁﬁﬁhgghe supplier conputer for the goods
and/or services detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and second
purchaser in acgordance w he terns_o

facility“of the Ti F‘g?orb r%#553$eraﬁ'§'r§ ¥ efﬁﬁsour%glcq{{.rfﬂ%ﬁ&g ?@Bu@@ﬁﬂ@n;data

purchaser; and 2gbridriialtiasies wievthe Tacilitdrisonsputel.iaeid for suppl ying the goods
and/or services ordered to the first and second purchaser in accordance

with the terms of supply and using noney drawn on the respective credit
facilities of thg §igsier @ity L eUPBIGUICBRAASK in data communication with the

facilitator computer;
wherein the facilitator computer:

10 Receives details of order for goods and/or services sent by the first

purchasing computer and second purchasing computer;

Agrees with the supplier computer as to the terms of supply for the supply
of goods and/or services detailed in the orders received from the first

purchasing computer and second purchasing computer,;

15 Places an order with the supplier computer for the goods and/or services
detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and second purchaser in

accordance with the terms of supply;

Draws on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

20 Organises payment to the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services
ordered to the first and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of
supply and using money drawn on the respective credit facilities of the first

and second purchaser.

In accordance with a fourth aspect of the present invention there is provided a

25 system of managing payment for goods and/or services comprising:



In accordance with a fourth aspect of the present invention there is
provided a 25 system of nanagi ng paynent for goods and/or services

conpri si YO 09Bd333 036525 PCT/ AUO2/ 01436 -6 A first purchaserawegibongéa fir st
pur chasi ng conmputer in data comunication wth a facilitator conputer and
a supplier conputer; A second purchaser -4 ng a second purchasi ng conputer
in data comrunication with the facilitator conputer and the supplier

conputer; and  SaAArsURch8SerUsding adirst PRIchBEINgEBRHPGEr M dERE coramtmmbaitieat | on
with the facilitator conputer; Wwherein the facilitator conmputer: Agrees

wi th the suppli ewitearfpailiatorsgomputenand arsuppber eupputeri or the supply of
goods and/or services; 10 Receives details of order for goods and/or
services sent by the first purchasing conputer and second purchasin
conputer to the Aupsptord pwehpsererusimy aavssecordl qrurdhasingccompytesf in heatdi r st

purchaser and a credit.facili. of. {. secon rchaser: ,and 1 gani ses
paynent to the Smmu&lcaﬁggp VQ&%BFJ?WB%E?ECO @Epﬁﬂ‘ﬁp&‘? S%@'@f%@@%uggrrdgﬁgd to
the first and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of supply and
usi ng nopey drawn on the respective.credit facilifies of the first. d
second pgr chase\r,\g ?—’r‘%‘?l\?falﬂﬁ'?é,) q r?éJPPi'?fsPomﬂ%ﬂa%rc}aé%t?ﬂs?ﬁ*‘é'&ca@% with e
facilitator conpgcfikatbPcéthpiitepn @ 20 credit facility of the first

pur chaser and/or the second purchaser authorises the facilitator conputer
to draw on a credit facility of the second purchaser. Preferably, the

credit facilhbheiRthd RRikdtbeEoRpLthaser and/or the credit facility of the
second purchaser is a credit card facility.

Agrees with the supplier computer as to the terms of supply for the supply

of goods and/or services;

10 Receives details of order for goods and/or services sent by the first
purchasing computer and second purchasing computer to the supplier

computer;

Draws on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

15 Organises payment to the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services
ordered to the first and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of
supply and using money drawn on the respective credit facilities of the first

and second purchaser.

Preferably, the first purchaser authorises the facilitator computer to draw on a
20 credit facility of the first purchaser and/or the second purchaser authorises the

facilitator computer to draw on a credit facility of the second purchaser.

Preferably, the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the

second purchaser is a credit card facility.

More preferably, the credit facility has an interest free period and/or loyalty

25 scheme associated therewith.



More preferably, the credit facility has an interest free period and/or

| oyalty 25 schene associated therewith. WO 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -7
Pr ef er abl wo whesseaci | i t at or conmput er consol i dates t he or decy/Awe/ogseds/ and
or services received fromthe first purchaser and the second purchaser.
Preferably, the facilitator conmputer congolidates the funds drawn fromthe
credit facility of the first purchaser and the credit facility of the

second pur Clbfé?é’rrabhgsﬂee?ﬁﬁgﬂoy’ cdiSutbAddrisbdtes CRIEP UFddrs 1}0‘@ SYSSdstar£RAt €

to the first purc e rebate equating to a portion o any di scount
of f ered by s$dreicesppteieed Fonpthetfirstf purbkasarrare the seeppd purehaseor | ssues a
rebate to the second purchaser, the rebate equating to a portion of any

di scount Ofrﬁﬁgggfb%itfug%éiﬁt%%ri &m ep%bhs&]‘datt@?%ﬁéafdfﬁiso ravHPROM thEcredit

Preferably, Itator conputer charges a fee to the credit facility
of the fir sfacilipuofcthadizst purdhaserandrthe mgedit fasdity of thiksecoedipuréhaseri ty of the
second purchaser for facilitating the supply of the goods and/or services.

Pr eferablsy,plté"fgrafby S,t,e PAHIRA@P ebmpOEror second purchaser forwards a credit
statement for recording wth the facilitator conputer, and the facilitator

conputer: 15 records th ate by_which a paypent ,on the credit facility
must be made as PRHPE & E ag‘?/tt? Hﬁé%cﬂwcgﬁs%{e%ﬁ%b%&%ﬁ% a[ﬂ%&'PPr%ft
purchaser and/ OraﬁﬁSBBQUMﬁ‘é?ééjﬁf/ thé SuPPIRr @R pa 6f thBtbfhs of Qurﬁh?‘, atd/er by
whi ch paynment on t'he credit facility nust be nade of the need to nake such

t. 20 M f ly..the faciljtat ter: R il ri
Pevor ded on the 1Seuer & Eoale it SEandbaHsBhnen e rellale Siaa B3 PPibhsS,
on behal f of theof afypdisEOHtVTPES B thPYlSHIRS @, parof thERERIRE bBSWpply.

10 Preferably, the facilitator computer charges a fee to the credit facility of the first
purchaser and/or charging a fee to the credit facility of the second purchaser for

facilitating the supply of the goods and/or services.

Preferably, the first purchaser and/or second purchaser forwards a credit

statement for recording with the facilitator computer, and the facilitator computer:

15 records the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made as

indicated by the credit statement; and

reminds the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate, prior
to the date by which payment on the credit facility must be made of the

need to make such payment.
20 More preferably, the facilitator computer:

Reconciles entries recorded on the credit statement against payments
made by the facilitator on behalf of the first and/or second purchaser, as

appropriate.
Brief Description of the Drawings

25 Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a first embodiment of the present

invention.



Brief Description of the Drawings 25 Figure 1 is a schematic representation
of a first enbodi nent of the present invention. WO 03/036525

PCT/ AU02/W0H3036528 Figure 2 is a schematic representati onPpefi/aogecond
enbodi nent of the present invention. Figure 3 is a schematic
representation of a third enbodi nent of -the present invention. 5 Figure 4
Is a schematic representation of a fourth enbodi nent of the present

i nventi on. E@%ﬁ '@Q%@ch&ﬁ%tl@%ébb@s‘é&t% ahs éé&bﬁatérﬁﬁo&rﬁerﬂﬂ‘ tﬁ@qﬂésémnt

of the pres Invention wll now be described, by way of exanple only.
The enbodi meneniign.ai ned at faC|I|tat|ng the efficient paynent for 10 goods
and/ or services ordered on behalf of a first purchaser 10 and a second
purchaser 12. It should be appreciated that the scope of the present

i nvent i on i Bigunet3 ti® sbechémiatie depresehtativnsolissthind embodémentootiithe: rresemnir
exanpl e, the gresent I nvention may invol ve any nunber of purchasers and
suppl i ers. PHPT enbodi ment, the first purchaser 10 and second purchaser
12 each have an 15 established credit facility 14 with a fi nanci al
institution_l16, such as a bank. The nan i al stltut ed b t.he
lrst pupcniddre 7, Syl isifrenaiond 4 s embadisinf of 5 pradediog
by the secopdeRiigchaser 12. The credit facilities 14 used by both the first
and second purchaser 10, 12 have associated therewith an interest free
period and a |oyalty schene The | oyalty 20 schene operates such that

benefits arge Q@Md&g g{ th'fvention ated credit facility. The
first purchaser nd the se d purchaser 12 communi cate with a

facilitator
A first embodiment of the present invention will now be described, by way of

example only. The embodiment is aimed at facilitating the efficient payment for
10 goods and/or services ordered on behalf of a first purchaser 10 and a second
purchaser 12. It should be appreciated that the scope of the present invention is
not to be limited by the discussion of the embodiment. For example, the present

invention may involve any number of purchasers and suppliers.

In this embodiment, the first purchaser 10 and second purchaser 12 each have an
15 established credit facility 14 with a financial institution 16, such as a bank. The
financial institution 16 used by the first purchaser 10 may be different to the

financial institution 16 used by the second purchaser 12.

The credit facilities 14 used by both the first and second purchaser 10, 12 have
associated therewith an interest free period and a loyalty scheme. The loyalty
20 scheme operates such that benefits are accrued through use of the associated

credit facility.

The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12 communicate with a facilitator
18. The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12, respectively, place
orders 20 for goods and/or services with the facilitator 18 and, optionally, the
25 name of the supplier 22 from whom the goods and/or services are to be obtained.

The facilitator 18 consolidates the orders 20.



18. The first purchaser 10 and the second purchaser 12, respectively, place
orders 20 for goods and/or services with the facilitator 18 and,

opt i onal I'wpQ oBl08652%5 name of the supplier 22 fromwhomthe gooadgioanti3er
services are to be obtained. The facilitator 18 consolidates the orders
20. WD 03/ 036525 PCT/ AU02/01436 -9 If the first and second purchaser 10,
12 have stated in their order 20 the nane of the supplier 22 fromwhomthe

goods and/ o A innad, T 1 t
Qonsol | dat o 5 fitsh 555 HeBpuhdis 0732 hayeCetgfeRin thb bRfer'Sh Meidthe it
supply. Thethe s@iphieri2 frode whiost thetgoods amfobasindces atehdo deanbiainedofthe t he

order 24 placed and i ncl ude di scount se n.the tim f pa nt .
7t The 11§ sCliRion 48 diApes Ihe KaBsnl e Ditard higth Sratal el vt geBRNES
suppl i er 22thfftéﬂﬂ§‘m9[f?élp.e 936 Sl Rludeedi¥biits DRaHE HabR sThhaignaskityldfe
facilitator 18 conducts enquiries wth a nunber of suppliers 22 as to

t hei r t ebnsthefordap4 plagedtand mgy inuderdisepurtsrbased on thgdinming of @a¥mest. ns

i ncl ude di scounts based on the timng 10 of paynment and may incl ude

di scounts on the basis of the quantity of the order placed. In an
al t er nat i velf énd dicstraamat secdnespurenager 1&s! 2ndg nobstate dee nasre of tedsupplieb 22t o

pl acenment of the orders 20 t first and s nd ch i

this altern4P® WPBHEI?[ nggo&pgﬂfog BFVIRE PR 0%? c@ﬁ%ﬁp?sﬁl{ﬁ ]fggh%l%%rubgl i er
22 are recgsgifitP¥niiAcS Mthl 4 hainder dBsiisplicks LR toaheir eitafs of Suppiyt &fthe
conducting such enquiries, the facilitator 18 places the consolidated order

fjh. weh t hgoadmpphdlier sevicdso Againr thesademps indudrodisaauas ihasad oo thediping
Convcr, 355 nFPHERATIAP Rilod sk O8henBa0ne Bl PGl AGE b e

facilitatorpRéedAlsapyal@maitive ermbodiatenttthese sequiries rhhp hbive beeampdricenedd

20 purchaser (10, 12 al on? wth the %oods angd/ or gervi ces that m%e Ep t he

consol i dat eBrief 9eplasament of the orders 20 by the first and second purchaser 10, 12." In
this alternate embodiment, details of the terms of supply for each supplier 22 are

recorded by the facilitator 18 for future reference.

15 After conducting such enquiries, the facilitator 18 places the consolidated order 24
with the supplier 22 who offers the most favourable terms of supply (which terms

may be amended by further negotiation).

Upon placement of the consolidated order 24, the'supplier 22 sends an invoice 26
to the facilitator 24. A copy of the invoice 26 is sent to the first and second
20 purchaser 10, 12 along with the goods and/or services that make up the

consolidated order 24.

At some stage prior to this step, the first purchaser 10 attends to all necessary
steps as set by its financial institution 16 to authorise the facilitator 18 to act on
the credit facility 14 the first purchaser 10 has with that financial institution 16.
25 Similarly, the second purchaser 12 attends to all necessary steps as set by its
financial institution 16 to authorise the facilitator 18 to act on the credit facility 14

the second purchaser 12 has with that financial institution 16.

At roughly the same time as the supplier 22 sends an invoice 26 to the facilitator

18, the facilitator 18 draws on the first purchaser’s credit facility 14 and the second



At some stage prior to this step, the first purchaser 10 attends to all
necessary steps as set by its financial institution 16 to authorise the
facilitatwoo03®3¢ses act on the credit facility 14 the firstcpuwwbasss 10 has
with that financial institution 16. 25 Simlarly, the second purchaser 12
attends to all necessary steps as set by10ts financial institution 16 to
authorise the facilitator 18 to act on the credit facility 14 the second

pur chaser 12,feRgsdrd BrediafaciliiynBnciTde Bk ddaweTrobe théde crud@itayilitide 18dme
time as the supplier 22 sends an invoice 26 to the facilitator_ 18, the

facilitatorthes plaesd ina truss acreunt 28 Psseeatedswith dog fagildatoriidy 1he amPyie

d WO O 6 RCT/ o " . F ' ' i Th
second O SN o, T PAEBURHA s PO e HEShotRE st The
account 28 assiidhaligdiust propbrichattd theavalue 18 .thd lgeodsmndior strenes braeredhe

first purchaser's credit facility 14 and the second purchaser's credit
faci | i t y914bY &efirghprichgsal TQ or sheonhPehapst e FoRRIFORFAEWNEB MR

ordered 5 biy hBRofal (alieRH B RolikEe ortFOR pur chaser 12, as appropriate,
when conpared to the total value of the consolidated order 24. By having

the facilitator 18 draw on the first purchaser's 10 and second purchaser's
12 respecti Lt wfeaeh Linti es 144 ekl @dl Erdtagitd A a coffd

t hus provi dég géﬁﬂ?i %H;e ?%él!tlthte&f i1§}s'fj r%war%ﬁa@gr tnrl% g%ﬂhfggg%ﬁd (Euardéﬁg’(ség? 12

t hrough 10puichasersodRaespedttiveatreditfabitiies 1dpdive ceadi faciliy 1dhie ‘gyseds aadd/ or
services 30,by the first purchaser 10 and second urchaser 12 mth
suppl i er 2Zthu%tprP¥'d?ﬁ@eP8§t§c}ﬂgﬁﬁ?\r§ttR)"r a¥¥e ?'?%tggf)?ﬂcgﬂﬁgcé‘lasﬁrowgl?f&ugscond
purchasep léhe sR0RRAS MFEMy sEiferReonpt Iy send a signed copy of the
supplier's 1nvoice 26 to t¥1e facilitator 18. Once received by the supplier

18, the 15 signed copy of the supplier's invoice 26 acts as the

transt ers mOR B B o B B e 30 el a8
accor dance purchasére12égon thet supplier 22, dfis $hg prsponsipdity of the firs purchaser 10
and second purchaser 12, respectively, to promptly send a signed copy of the
supplier's invoice 26 to the facilitator 18. Once received by the supplier 18, the
15 signed copy of the supplier's invoice 26 acts as the facilitator's 18 authority to pay
the supplier 22 and the facilitator 18 transfers monies 32 from the trust account 28
to the supplier 22 in accordance with the negotiated terms of supply. The
facilitator 18 will not pay the supplier 22 until the signed invoice 26 is received. It
is therefore in the best interests of the first and second purchasers 10, 12 to
20 promptly provide a signed copy of the supplier's invoice 26 to the facilitator 18 as
a failure to do so may result in withdrawal of any discount offered on the basis of

timing of payment.

A portion of any discount offered by the supplier 22 as part of the negotiated
terms of supply may then be passed on to the first and second purchaser 10,12,
25 in the form of a rebate 34, if not already done so. The facilitator 18 may also

retain a portion of the discount.

The facilitator 18 also charges the first and second purchaser 10, 12 a fee for

facilitating the purchase order.



facilitator 18 will not pay the supplier 22 until the signed invoice 26 is
received. It is therefore in the best interests of the first and second
pur chaserw018/036525t 0 20 pronptly provi de a signed copy of PChA®appi3ser' s
invoice 26 to the facilitator 18 as a failure to do so may result in

wi t hdrawal of any discount offered on the¢ibasis of timng of paynent. A
portion of any discount offered by the supplier 22 as part of the

negoti at ed |ttiehidhedthstUPB! fihdiRial tifgitutRshsPa6 IRSE Provide EhRdif fachitiegnsuseagnd
purchaser 10,12, 25 in the formof a rebate 34, if not already done_ so.

The faci | i tenedit cagdsramaylissie statementa 36cpfttransastionseonfusied: it respaet of the

faci 11t ngendefivcRalE R i ahbesoofd hESRad MG Hoptoridtd) T SUER "
noted that étbﬁerﬁerﬁt@ntyp&iallynmﬁidaw@ tiendates bhahighr payrdencmest be fraade |bbfcee
such as credit cards, i ssue statenents 36 of transacti
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paynent mus er €st ‘accrues and, accordingly, upon
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' 0, 12 d h he facil,i .
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made by it on behal f of first and/or second purchaser 10,12. The
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prior to this date. a second,  alternate, epbodi nent of the present
i nvention, PW@hﬁ§$%10’a1r?d(a§étRPﬁ‘€P”ate) prior to this date.

In a second, alternate, embodiment of the present invention, the first and second
15 purchasers 10, 12 place orders 20 for goods and/or services directly with the
supplier 22. The first and second purchaser 10, 12 thereafter notify the facilitator
18 of the existence and details of the orders 22. The supplier 22 then sends
invoices 26 to each of the first purchaser 10 and second purchaser 12 with a copy
of each going to the facilitator 18. The facilitator 18 then processes the copied

20 invoices 26 in the same manner as indicated in the first embodiment.

In a third embodiment of the present invention, there is a system for managing

payment for goods and/or services.

The system involves a first purchasing computer 100, a second purchasing
computer 102, a facilitator computer 104 and a supplier computer 106. The first
25 purchasing computer 100 and the second purchasing computer 102 may be the

same computer.

Each computer is of standard configuration as is well known in the art.
Furthermore, the first purchasing computer 100 and second purchasing computer
102 are in data communication with the facilitator computer 104. The facilitator

30 computer 104 is in data communication with the supplier computer 106. In the



15 purchasers 10, 12 place orders 20 for goods and/or services directly
wth the supplier 22. The first and second purchaser 10, 12 thereafter
noti fy thwofoapsdses ator 18 of the existence and detail s ofPCrhaoonddsss 22.
The supplier 22 then sends invoices 26 to each of the first purchaser 10
and second purchaser 12 wth a copy of-&2eh going to the facilitator 18.
The facilitator 18 then processes the copied 20 invoices 26 in the sane

manner as i &gbeaineshti Beih§aidscribéd @RS bR bf dafa TokithilicatidP mmugnfthbhe
present invention, thereis a systemfor managi ng paynent for goods and/or

servi ces. Tinerapt thawavet.atbesmathiadss suguas BHSERPINEEHOM.gPay be enaplgyednd
purchasing conputer 102, a facilitator conputer 104 and a supplier
conputer 106. The first 25 purchasing conputer 100 and t he second

pur chasi ng Eealpgompuleraogeysescthetatersetibraughpuweb.brewser.conput er is of
standard configuration as is well known in the art. Furthernore, the first
pur chasi ng conputer 100 and second purchasing conputer 102 are in data
conmmuni cat i ®he iirst purchabingi comauter thpodesecond. piebasiagi computer B2 are,

t 104 is j.n dat icat i ith th | i 106
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| ), may be enpl oyed. Each conputer accesses the
| nt er net thﬂ%gﬂfowdﬁé@ebﬁ@v@jégelr ittffagitity bla %@@ifﬂ@ﬂ@éﬁmu@bﬁ@‘&na he

second purc ' - ar ' j ]

first pur chgﬁdr%@ggg%gr?@égéwg tgﬁ%%aé@r%‘gﬁgf }Hﬂ%eec ??@ﬁblﬁ‘éﬁc %@?U%S,
using the wed2, drovidesdetdilstdfendir ceditifacitityaliang thefacilitator chbdthuter t84.des
details of their credit facility 112 to the facilitator conputer 104. The
second purchaser 110, using the web browser of the second purchasing

conput enQ 1@thipembodiraentetiae lceedif fachiey n12neai ¢retit@alrd,t suchlds tiiodeheffered
facilitator conputer 104.

under the trade marks AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA, MASTERCARD or DINERS

CLUB. Furthermore, both the first purchaser 108 and the second purchaser 110

have attended to all necessary steps as set by their respective financial institution

to authorise the facilitator computer 104 to act on the credit card. In alternative

15 embodiments (not shown), the facilitator computer 104 may be authorised to act

on a credit facility 112 in such a manner that the facilitator computer 104 must

access the computer systems of the financial institution providing such credit

facility 112 in order to perform the necessary fund transfer transactions. In such a

situation, the facilitator computer 104 can be configured to be in data

20 communication with the computer systems of the financial institution in the same

manner as the facilitator computer 104 is configured to be in data communication

with the other computers mentioned above and processing as would be known to

the person skilled in the art to effect such transactions would also be included.

Using the web browser of the first purchasing computer 100, the first purchaser
25 108 sends an order 114 for goods and/or services to the facilitator computer 104
and, optionally, the name of the supplier 116 from whom the goods and/or
services are to be obtained. Using the web browser of the second purchasing
computer 102, the second purchaser 110 sends an order for goods and/or

services to the facilitator computer 104 and, optionally, the name of the supplier



10 In this enbodinment, the credit facility 112 is a credit card, such as
those offered under the trade marks AMERI CAN EXPRESS, VI SA, MASTERCARD or
DI NERS GkOB3/08ases her nrore, both the first purchaser 108 amdTiAt®28e66ond
purchaser 110 have attended to all necessary steps as set by their
respective financial institution to auth®rise the facilitator conputer 104
to act on the credit card. In alternative 15 enbodi nents (not shown), the

facilitator{£ouR §indB4nBBYoRE aHERPdePRiled Arédh bORbRIREGT The #&dilitator 112
in such a manner that the facilitator conputer 104 nust access the

conput er sysdrapsteofl 0O#ikeer copsalidates thstdrdensi tbi#.pr ovi di ng such credit
facility 112 in order to performthe necessary fund transfer transactions.
In such a situation, the facilitator conputer 104 can be configured to be
in data 20 i dmenfirstcatd seconidt purchaserctG@itid0 savet statedin thieer drdemtie aame of

institution in the s manner as the faciljtator. conputer 104 1S
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above ang pRiesst NéhrasuteP ! gl DarieRo e teonsoligatedr saderskilgl &l the sbppirt to
ef fect such transactions would al so be included. Using the web browser of

the first peerohatsr rig6casgneiated Mith thatsuppfiet 1h6r chss obsuprlg of dhagossls
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servi ces argalyobbearbadonedic picegs!ihetwaeh teowspplief cohgputercd0d and cthesi ng

conputer 102, the second purchaser 110 sends an order for goods 2£d/or
servi ces t ofaciitaterepmppiar J04sipay be aimanyabaction: i Beigils o thelerma ft sypPihe
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services are to be obtal hed. e I'tator conhputer 1

consol i dat et thedacilitdorscabigutet 104.he first and second purchaser 108, 110
have stated in their order the nane of the supplier 116 from whomthe
goods and/or services should be obtained, the 5 facilitator conputer 104
sends t he chnlkeffirstaineldsevothelrpurtBaser 108 190have eot stated in their order the name

of the supplier 116 from whom the goods and/or services should be obtained, the
facilitator computer 104 polls a number of supplier computers 106 for information
15 as to the terms of supply of the goods and/or services specified in the
consolidated order 118. Again, this may be an automatic or manual process.
After completing the poll, the facilitator computer 104 sends the consolidated

order 118 to the supplier computer 106 offering the most favourable terms of

supply.

20 As an optional step, the terms of supply offered by the most favourable supplier
may be the subject of further negotiation. Again, this may be an automatic
process between the facilitator computer 104 and the supplier computer 106 or

may be a manual process.

Details of the terms of supply are then recorded, either automatically or manually,

25 in a database 120 connected to the facilitator computer 104.

Regardless of how the terms of supply are achieved, the details recorded in the

database 120 connected to the facilitator computer should include:

e A unique identifier assigned to the consolidated order 118,



conmputer 106 associated wth that supplier 116. Terns of supply of the
goods and/or services specified in the consolidated order 118 are then
negot i at ewO 03403625 may be an aut omati c process between t hePshpioeer43conput er
106 and the facilitator conputer 104 or may be a manual action. Details of
the terns of supply 10 are then recordedideither automatically or manually,
I n a database 120 connected to the facilitator conputer 104. If the first

and second pur ChﬁseUnﬁ@%’ idéﬂ\ﬁl’é@geaééﬁﬁne‘éjt & b bRddriel 14 pecVed AOm e firqf

t he supplier 116 from whomt goods” and/ or services should be obtai ned,
the facilitator copwghasing@ommoiters1Q) andithe sedfonsupyichasing eampuersi06 f or
i nformation 15 as to the terns of supply of the goods and/or services
specified in the consolidated order 118. Again, this my be an automatic
or manual procese. TKétamoanim die mhatdesl Por lthe tpvevismoi bf tthe ogoadsmandéar 104

sends the consolidated order. 118 o the | ier, conputer 106 offering the
most favourabl e t er 3¥VISES SPER{E .'nél?%‘sé’ﬁgg%fji%ﬂﬁf ?g@ep, the terms of

supply offered by the nost favourable supplier nmay be the subject of
further negotiation., Again, this may be an automatic Process bet ween t he
facilitaPor conput epeﬁgé %%Y@Fﬁ?%‘ﬂ%ﬁﬁ?r@ﬂ Ryothsueplient & @ndmy be a manual
process. Details of the ternms of supply are then recorded, either
automatically or manually, 25 in a database 120 connected to the
facilitator conputefhagieadiegdywhics paymeast fonhthe pravisient of thyopods @nd/or
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facilitator conpute ude: un assi ghed to the
consol i dated order 118; WO 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -14 Unique identifiers

o The eouhfR sBPERLET Ad g ife S aMatdiodhpibr 184! HRSlHer BBRBLEE: 100

and the sec
106 issues an electronic invoice 122 to the facilitator computer 104.

10 The facilitator computer 104 then draws on the first purchaser’'s credit card and
the second purchaser’s credit card. The money drawn from these credit facilities
is then transferred to a trust account 124 linked to the facilitator computer 104.
The amount drawn from the first purchaser's credit card and the second
purchaser’s credit card is proportional to the value of the goods and/or services
15 ordered by the first purchaser 108 or second purchaser 110, as appropriate, when

compared to the total value of the consolidated order 118.

Upon receipt of the goods and/or services 126 by the first purchaser 108 and
second purchaser 110 from the supplier 116, it is the responsibility of the first
purchaser 108 and second purchaser 110, respectively, to promptly send a signed
20 copy of the supplier's invoice 128 for recording with the facilitator computer 104.
Once recorded with the facilitator computer 104, the signed copy of the supplier's
invoice 128 acts as the facilitator computer's 104 authority to transfers monies
130 from the trust account 124 to the supplier 116 in accordance with the
negotiated terms of supply (as recorded in the database 120 connected to the
25 facilitator computer 104). The facilitator computer 104 will not pay the supplier
116 until the signed copy of the supplier's invoice 128 is recorded with the

facilitator computer 104.



The amount to be charged for the provision of the goods and/or services
specified in the consolidated order 118; 5 Details of any discount offered
by the supplodes6s1dl6; and The deadli ne by which paynent f ®@CTA2p143¢i Si on
of the goods and/or services specified in the consolidated order 118 is to
be made. Upon receipt of an order fromthg-facilitator conputer 104, the
supplier conputer 106 issues an electronic invoice 122 to the facilitator

comput er  104.pcHiorf e ér?cﬂlbb@@it%ﬁéi'éﬁw fie 80dplidren elasvsarpof tHite negotidted

pur chaser's credlt car t he second purchaser's credit car The_noney
drawn from teraseofcsupply i passed pado the ftrﬁbﬁn@rweﬂer%ahwré% ust0- adbBunt
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first purchaser™s cFfe card a e seco urc ers cre

proporti onaacdountdie val ue of the goods and/or services 15 ordered by the
first purchaser 108 or second purchaser 110, as appropriate, when conpared
to the total value of the consolidated order 118. Upon recei pt of the goods
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conput er 10440 {63 83pfifiats) ditheAtdte by idisieh palment must be made on their credit
facility to avoid interest. To facilitate this action, the first purchaser and/or second
purchaser 108, 110 (as appropriate) must forward their credit card statement 134
for recording with the facilitator computer 104. The facilitator computer 104 then
15 records pertinent details of the credit card statement 134, such as the final date
for payment prior to interest accruing, and stores this in the database 120. The
facilitator computer 104 may also automatically undertake a reconciliation of
entries recorded on the credit card statement 134 against details of payments
made by the facilitator computer 104 on behalf of the first and/or second
20 purchaser 108, 110.

In yet a fourth embodiment of the present invention, being a variant of the third
embodiment, the first purchasing computer 100 and second purchasing computer
102 are in data communication with the supplier computer 106. The first
purchasing computer 100 and second purchasing computer 102 then send their
25 orders 114 for goods and/or services direct to the supplier computer 106 with a
copy being sent to the facilitator computer 104. The supplier computer 106 then
sends electronic invoices 122 to each of the first purchasing computer 100 and
the second purchasing computer 102, a copy of each going to the facilitator
computer 104. The facilitator computer 104 than processes the copied electronic

30 invoices 122 in the same manner as described in the third embodiment.



A portion of any discount offered by the supplier 116 as part of the
negotiated terns of supply is passed on to the first and second purchaser
108, 110.wohg/o3dsati|litator conmputer 104 may al so retain aPporAtoon14sé t he
discount in its own bank accounts. 5 The facilitator conputer 104 nmay al so
charge a fee to the credit cards of the-fg-st and second purchaser 108,
110 for facilitating the purchase order. This may be done on an as used
basi's or peMo@#lc%%ll\sY anfRriahighs !éucﬁ fé‘% \X/&ﬂﬁ'ﬂé ﬂbﬁére?nt)fﬂ)me%klﬂ&ﬂ afBbeszgad
one or nore electronic remnders 2, such as an e-nmail rem nder, to the
first purchas capsiderpdie falllithin tige ecopaaobhme presentdsyenjioponput er 102,
remnding the first or second purchaser 108, 110 (as appropriate) of the
date by which paynent nust be nade on their credit facility to avoid
interest. To facilitate this action, the first purchaser and/or second
purchaser 108, 110 (as appropriate) nust forward their credit card
statenent 134 for recording with the facilitator conputer 104. The
facilitator conmputer 104 then 15 records pertinent details of the credit
card statenent 134, such as the final date for paynment prior to interest
accruing, and stores this in the database 120. The facilitator conputer
104 may al so automatically undertake a reconciliation of entries recorded
on the credit card statenent 134 agai nst details of paynents mnade by the
facilitator conputer 104 on behalf of the first and/or second 20 purchaser
108, 110. In yet a fourth enbodi nent of the present invention, being a
variant of the third enbodinent, the first purchasing conputer 100 and
second purchasing conputer 102 are in data comunication with the supplier
conputer 106. The first purchasing conputer 100 and second purchasing
conputer 102 then send their 25 orders 114 for goods and/or services direct
to the supplier conmputer 106 with a copy being sent to the facilitator
conput er 104. The supplier conputer 106 then sends electronic invoices 122
to each of the first purchasing conputer 100 and



t he second purchasi ng conputer 102, a copy of each going to the facilitator
conputer 104. The facilitator conputer 104 than processes the copied

el ect roniwo0 0303¢5avoi ces 122 in the same manner as descri bedTiavoekst3s hird
enbodi nent. WD 03/ 036525 PCT/ AUO2/ 01436 -16 Mbodifications and variations
such as woul d be apparent to the skill ed1dddressee are considered to fall
within the scope of the present invention. W 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -17
The Cains Defining the Invention are as Follows 1. A nethod of effecting
paynment f or The®laims definingthé tmentmmpaiesasfrollowsst eps of : Recei vi ng
details of an order for goods and/or services froma first 5 purchaser;
Receiving details of an order for goods and/or services froma second

pur chaser; MAgrkenetgodiof effactingopayraenttfer geods andfoplsgnfices ¢cdreprsippthye sfepgoods
and/or services detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and second
pur chaser; 1P der i ng the goods and/or services detailed in the orders of
the first purchaser and second purchaser fromthe supplier in accordance
with the terms gf supply; Drawing on . a credit faciljty of the first .
purchaser and a P@%‘i"{%gf 9@?@'@&@%‘ (fder g‘érccﬂ?@dﬁu%ﬂ)é’éé‘?”&ﬁﬁ 8MpR) fF t he
suppl i er gf or supBlIJ,;éhgge,t; he goods and/or services ordered to the first
purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the ternms of supply and
usi ng noney drawn on the respective credit facilities of the first

purchaser and segapdivPld 88@3€"of an order for goods and/or services from a second

purchaser;

Agreeing with a supplier terms of supply for the supply of goods and/or

services detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and second purchaser;

10 Ordering the goods and/or services detailed in the orders of the first
purchaser and second purchaser from the supplier in accordance with the

terms of supply;

Drawing on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

15 Paying the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services ordered to the
first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of
supply and using money drawn on the respective credit facilities of the first

purchaser and second purchaser.

2. A method of effecting payment for goods and/or services comprising the steps
20 of:

Agreeing with a supplier terms of supply for the supply of goods and/or

services in accordance with the terms of supply;

Receiving details of an order for goods and/or services from a first

purchaser placed with the supplier in accordance with the terms of supply;



2. A nethod of effecting paynent for goods and/or services conprising the
steps 20 of: Agreeing with a supplier terns of supply for the supply of

goods andworo3/03@evi ces in accordance with the terns of suppDAUIReTBs Vi ng

details of an order for goods and/or services froma first purchaser

pl aced with the supplier in accordance wi8h the terns of supply; WO

03/ 036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -18 Receiving details of an order for goods

and/ or services Fé@@i\/ﬁ‘m‘gstéﬁtgﬂg_ofpéﬁ JraserorPhases! adidt $&19iceyPPdrhes  sddondi ng

on a credit facility o irst purchaser and a credit facility of the
second pur chaser purghdsér pragechwith hiee suppligrer for suppl yi ng the goods and/ or
services ordered to the first purchaser and second purchaser in accordance
with the terms of supply and using noney drawn on the respective credit
facilities of thBrdwington puwreditfasilityofl thee titsh pupchasknssd.a gredit faeilityoef the
according to claim1 or claim2 further conprising the steps of: 10
Accepting an aut RRFANSRYTERAS oA first purchaser to draw on a credit
facility of the first purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser; and/or

Accepti ng an aut por.i sghi on fgogt) a seclond qglur chaser 4/0 draw aon g Crdetditﬁw
facility9of the 5B¥BAINPSHEREIPT SHPBERS NeHACANTLRY P PEyIHEE 1AeEEY B K
net hod accor di ngfifse firéhdBet Md Sebyhd NRIrcRASEI inS bBEortBRCE veith Bhe téhms of
Recei ving and consolidating orders for goods/and or services by the fjrst
pur chaser and t hsupy@nd ysingmesey drawn Kmibereapeetiveraedy faclitigsyofdhe fiest t he

precedi ng cl ai ns S| f step of: Consolidating the funds
drawn fromthe Cp@%ﬂ?é%i@ﬁ?ﬁgﬁgfﬂrhﬂgﬁrrSt pur chaser
3. A method according to claim 1 or claim 2 further comprising the steps of:

10 Accepting an authorisation from a first purchaser to draw on a credit facility

of the first purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser; and/or

Accepting an authorisation from a second purchaser to draw on a credit

facility of the second purchaser on behalf of the first purchaser.
4. A method according to claim 1 or 3 further comprising the step of:

15 Receiving and consolidating orders for goods/and or services by the first

purchaser and the second purchaser.
5. A method according to any one of the preceding claims comprising the further
step of:
Consolidating the funds drawn from the credit facility of the first purchaser
20 and the credit facility of the second purchaser.
6. A method according to any one of the preceding claims comprising the further
step of:

Issuing a rebate to the first purchaser, the rebate equating to a portion of

any discount offered by the supplier as part of the terms of supply; and/or



20 and the credit facility of the second purchaser. 6. A nethod according
to any one of the preceding clains conprising the further step of: Issuing
a rebat e wo osloassts r st purchaser, the rebate equating to aPporAtioonis3é any
di scount offered by the supplier as part of the ternms of supply; and/or WO
03/ 036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -19 Issuing a-fi@bate to the second purchaser, the
rebate equating to a portion of any discount offered by the supplier as

part of the terngsgihgsdPibate td th\sEEBSAPBuRMESEHItAS réBatarsquaiing @b d pértion
preceding clains conprising the further step of: 5 Charging a fee to the

credit facility ofamhdiseourdrofigred hyde suprliesasdaat ofithg termg efesumplt-he credit
facility of the second purchaser for facilitating the supply of the goods
and/ or services. 8. A nmethod according to any one of the preceding clains
conpri si ng TheA mathodaccerndigstaodny aoe REétw prasgdingostaimrecempgsing dhe fistar
and/ or second fJurchaser a credit statenent; Recording the date by which a
paynent on the &8t faci lity nmust be made as indicated by the credit
statenment; and Reminding the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as
appropri ate, 15Charging edeere thatceecgyfamitschf By firshputahasaeand/edchardiig Ri t y

Cl'ai ma conpr i si i EHGrird RAETEY ehetyeteIHhensyer ot fREMMoETER sHRRY o7

the credit statetmNgocipamyor payivests made by the facilitator on behal f of
the first and/or second purchaser, as 20 appropriate.

8. A method according to any one of the preceding claims comprising the further

steps of:

10 Receiving from the first purchaser and/or second purchaser a credit

statement;

Recording the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made

as indicated by the credit statement; and

Reminding the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate,
15 prior to the date by which payment on the credit facility must be made of

the need to make such payment.

9. A method according to claim 8 comprising the further steps of:

Reconciling entries recorded on the credit statement against payments
made by the facilitator on behalf of the first and/or second purchaser, as

20 appropriate.

10. A method according to any one of the preceding claims wherein the credit
facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the second purchaser

is a credit card facility.

11. A method according to claim 10 wherein the credit card facility has an interest

25 free period and/or loyalty scheme associated therewith.

12. A system of managing payment for goods and/or services comprising:



10. A method according to any one of the preceding clains wherein the
credit facility of the first purchaser and/or the credit facility of the
second puwoha®eis2sis a credit card facility. 11. A met hodPatcandiongét o
claim 10 wherein the credit card facility has an interest 25 free period
and/or loyalty schene associated therewt2B- 12. A system of managi ng
paynment for goods and/or services conprising: WO 03/036525 PCT/ AUO2/ 01436

-20 A first purcAanerpurshaeraiding atfirfUpeienasing copiputbein datadedramunication
communication wth a facilitator conputer; A second purchaser using a

second pur chasi nyiti arfpeitit@torigemaRittar; communi cation with the facilitator
conputer; and 5 A supplier using a supplier conputer in data comrunication
with the facilitator conmputer; wherein the facilitator conputer: Receives
details of orderAf seceshdeurahasesr Usigi & esecamst miychaming i e@npuislir thadatag

conput er and sec?cidgﬂ?@mc%ﬂgﬁmtﬁgggﬁfg@&%rh%o%spj%%ﬁ%%dwth t he supplier

conputer as to t rnms Of supp of goods and/or services
detailed in the orders received fromthe first purchasing conputer and

second purchasi ng conputer;. Pla r .\ I ; for
t he goodg and/ orgs% W'%sus'%taafﬁﬁigﬁé}n%{)ﬁ%u&érl}dd!ﬁ:sglaﬁ ﬁ%bb?@%‘gﬁw@ﬁ&@&

and second pur chigmitatbncorhputegcor dance with the terns of supply; Draws on a
credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the second

pur chaser; and Organi ses paynent to the supplier for supplying the goods

and/ or ser vjyRefein tHelfcBitatbPcdiputerr st and second purchaser in accordance
wth the ternms of

Receives details of order for goods and/or services sent by the first

purchasing computer and second purchasing computer;

10 Agrees with the supplier computer as to the terms of supply for the supply
of goods and/or services detailed in the orders received from the first

purchasing computer and second purchasing computer;

Places an order with the supplier computer for the goods and/or services
detailed in the orders of the first purchaser and second purchaser in

15 accordance with the terms of supply;

Draws on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

Organises payment to the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services
ordered to the first and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of
20 supply and using money drawn on the réspective credit facilities of the first

and second purchaser.
13. A system of managing payment for goods and/or services comprising:

A first purchaser using a first purchasing computer in data communication

with a facilitator computer and a supplier computer,;



20 supply and using noney drawn on the respective credit facilities of the
first and second purchaser. 13. A system of managi ng paynent for goods
and/ or sewoiosesssednpri sing: A first purchaser using a fir®CTpCABSHNg
conputer in data comrunication wth a facilitator conmputer and a supplier
conput er; WD 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -21- A second purchaser using a
second purchasing conputer in data conmunication with the facilitator

conputer and theAS@é@éﬁ@rp@r_@ﬁayér_erusi@Cb desoHp | pueehaksihdl dcemputep! irerdata
conputer in data comunication with the facilitator conputer; 5 wherein

the facilitator ecunpuniationyribelbedpeiitatercomprper and dmpurrlier sampytarhand er ns
of supply for the supply of goods and/or services; Receives details of
order for goods and/or services sent by the first purchasing conputer and
second purchasi nfy supmlier eusing a rupplign icomputear irc siatatammpnigadon nwith dhedi t

facility of the first r and a credit facility of the second
pur chaser; and Cﬁaﬁgfﬁtggg&ﬁgﬁg’nt to the supplier for supplying the goods
and/or services ordered to the first and second purchaser in accordance
with the_ter of .. 15 supply and, usi ng noney drawn on the respective credit
facilitiBs ‘Hﬁgﬁeﬁé”}q %ﬁ'yﬁghéo@gﬂt?ﬁ‘d purchaser. 14. A system according to

_ ! y g
claim12 or 13 wherein the first purchaser authorises the facilitator
conputer to draw,on a credit facility of the firs ur chase nd/ or he
second pur chaserAgrL‘ﬁeﬁo"ly'?r% F@P&&Pﬁp(“é‘?ro s&cbhﬁj{eg%stog S&PQ{M %ﬁqé\e 8*"8@%
20 facility of tHeyRRISIHY/BUsSHIRES! - '

Receives details of order for goods and/or services sent by the first
purchasing computer and second purchasing computer to the supplier

10 computer;

Draws on a credit facility of the first purchaser and a credit facility of the

second purchaser; and

Organises payment to the supplier for supplying the goods and/or services
ordered to the first and second purchaser in accordance with the terms of
15 supply and using money drawn on the respective credit facilities of the first

and second purchaser.

14. A system according to claim 12 or 13 wherein the first purchaser authorises
the facilitator computer to draw on a credit facility of the first purchaser and/or
the second purchaser authorises the facilitator computer to draw on a credit

20 facility of the second purchaser.

15. A system according to claim 14 wherein the credit facility of the first purchaser

and/or the credit facility of the second purchaser is a credit card facility.

16. A system according to claim 15 wherein the credit facility has an interest free

period and/or loyalty scheme associated therewith.



15. A system according to claim14 wherein the credit facility of the first
purchaser and/or the credit facility of the second purchaser is a credit
card faciwptog/036585 A system according to clai m 15 wherei nPChAwREUI36
facility has an interest free period and/or |oyalty schene associ ated
therewith. WD 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -222 17. A system according to any
one of clains 12 to 16 wherein the facilitator conputer consolidates the

orders for stdy%fﬂnoéco%?dlﬁg%saﬁ)ef‘cﬁi&@fj ddig® 19ao0 16 "itiereity elngadilitatst t he
second purchaser.” 18. A system accord to any one of clainms 12 to 17

wherei n the fasinputat omnscﬁndatﬁwne@fde@nsuogpe% asdiaiserviess repeigd fremnhene
credit faC|I|t the credit facility of the
second purchasﬁ?%liréng# %@i@ﬁ%&@@nﬁ’% hae{éo ‘any one of clainms 12 to 18
wherein the facilitator conputer: Issues a rebate to the first purchaser,
t he rebate t|n rt| n 0 IS nt ,of

supplier asSF%dlgtSy(? rph%cc‘tog %p"&]eyoﬁgxad?'& T2 L{ sugs\Llié ﬂbgét( tf%]cg“t? hor

second pgr chasgympiitee dbﬁb@ﬁc%t@sll!ﬁélfﬂﬁds erawlhofrbtrpme @redinYadliitycolthe difster ed
by the supplier as part of the terns of sup . 20. A systemaccording to

any one of cl a{Nfﬁhqfieftaﬂdltge\M‘@'bfa@'“%@fW‘&cﬁqcpf‘ﬁtpé'f(?ha@@ﬁput er charges a fee
to the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or 15 charging a fee to
the credit facility of the second purchaser for facilitating the supply of
t he goods ah%i//hrSY§iﬁm|@@§deQg toaagy sinenphetaimg hg teoldnwhereln Hre éa%lll r2
to 20 wherein &{pﬁ f.st purchaser and/or second purchaser forwards a
credit statene F?or recording with the facilitator conputer, and the

facilitator conmputer: 20 records the date by which a paynent on the credit
facility must belsHe® aaeebatedp &g Erstipurehrsesy the rebateeakating taaportion of

10 any discount offered by the supplier as part of the terms of supply; and/or

Issues a rebate to the second purchaser, the rebate equating to a portion

of any discount offered by the supplier as part of the terms of supply.

20. A system according to any one of claims 12 to 19 wherein the facilitator
computer charges a fee to the credit facility of the first purchaser and/or
15 charging a fee to the credit facility of the second purchaser for facilitating the

supply of the goods and/or services.

21. A system according to any one of claims 12 to 20 wherein the first purchaser
and/or second purchaser forwards a credit statement for recording with the

facilitator computer, and the facilitator computer:

20 records the date by which a payment on the credit facility must be made as

indicated by the credit statement; and

reminds the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate, prior
to the date by which payment on the credit facility must be made of the

need to make such payment.

25 22. A system according to claim 21 wherein facilitator computer:



rem nds the first purchaser and/or second purchaser, as appropriate, prior
to the date by which paynent on the credit facility nust be made of the
need to MaRe3®BESKS paynment. 25 22. A system accordi ng to clpaTmidowser ei n
facilitator conmputer: WO 03/036525 PCT/ AU02/ 01436 -23 Reconciles entries
recorded on the credit statenent agai nst2paynents nade by the facilitator
on behalf of the first and/or second purchaser, as appropriate. 23. A

met hod subst anti deseri.b [ | WelPly 2.
524, A syst om sBePnERCFTes RoRREOR e erddil SApRfen) il fayipdisl. 4
or 2. made by the facilitator on behalf of the first and/or second purchaser, as

appropriate.
23. A method substantially as described herein with reference to Figure 1 or 2.

5 24. A system substantially as described herein with reference to Figure 1 or 2.



