1 AUTOMATED TOOL FOR | NVESTMENT TECHNOLOGQ ES FI ELD. OF THE

| NVENTI ON The present invention relates to an autonmated t ool
for creating and distributing content, and nore particularly to a
conmput er system and nmethod for 5 creating |Investnent strategies.
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their financial affairs more efficiently and help the client to reach their financial

25 goals sooner. To do this the financial adviser must complete a comprehensive

analysis of the client's cumrent situation. The analysis requires a substantial

amount of time to be spent by the client in providing information about thelr

current financial status including how much they eam, how much money is spent

each week on items like entertainment, food, automobile expenses etc. The

30 financial adviser will then consider altemate strategies which could be put into
place to manage the client income, assets and investments more effectively.

In ensuring the client's financial plan is tailored to suit the client needs, the

financial adviser takes into account their personal circumstances including their



There is a substantial amount of time required to ensure that.a
financial plan is suited to the client's needs. There are many
hundreds of. varied finance and Investnent technol ogy offerings that
attenpt to informindividuals of one or nore options by overl aying
their personal circunstances onto tige particular option(s). The
~nature of such systens is that they are only as good as the accuracy

i manct i AP aRd 2nd AEBea b R e R s o I

financi at as to enconpass eir saources of |ancome;
al |t hei theiexfremsias ‘goalsei Thasaduiseraalgo t gresiders ipperant JaCtofy sH 8ach

Feaui  orRLoT AP SERbETR Sy hrhaN TRk SRS BURCnS e et e the

atory requitTenents. This presents the
pr obl em freailient sintore ahdbiveginent strigtarear ea; i.e. if it is relatively

t , Lt is b ; ' | fhaheiak ak
ito accoun: TRTE BACHESRT IR odh P BAAE 18 SR BHe e Oss
appr oxi rrptghqg%uaé? ]Ea)themlidnﬂs né¢rsisanBhare are aanyi Rusdeds<| @Ee ;“ﬁ%‘%‘y

bl i ites. o ri,n ' LSk d ividila®s bt
Pat egory aniimesiert e oicty Hiehbs S o P ifor? jraicleh 8RO o -
requi r ed pyei Gitiods , by beerlaying thejuipersonal kirgimstanags gntos ’Fh?aﬁéic"&\hj‘af
it , Cratni L j . a6 ehdl Ust
Lo be- aboetpgshyise naferel i, SIpRE 1 RECtoY fory i) lésSgodd B anslus

t her ef or ce@icy andeconpigiensssdel dataegoipg dmd Descrbingr & PegRansr RS
I nvestnent strategies tha r =3V - g3l|their he
bove. aedemRoRCoERESareHs 1g815 R0 eks 84} 80080 br o it

erence to any prior art
in this sxgehddss didicasstts andttheialiabitifies| Withioteash of fese qaicgogigs tnere

acknow edgerent aqr any form of f%g? r'?ti tﬁgé?@;ﬁ,‘gé}ﬁs %ghog,thg,r teduhdry
part of tHe %@mﬁgﬁ@%&egﬁumw 5% in AGStralTa. SUMMARY OF TH
| NVENTI ONequiremeri€ C Thidipresents the ratslemdacing hlktashaeleay in thiseedidi: i

id hod f ' 4
Prre'? Xlodeis nigmnlg%iy%y pﬁ%rfgtc%ggﬁ kﬁnls’ecaabsie‘?ﬁagﬁy dtife %\?’a%ésr@\ﬁf sifdUIRbE Bkensal

I nput user data ,via a
user | nt epfRrcRcbEnti Hevd idegnaomsttad, and herigp the |resilisg 3R 81 GF°Fat a

‘to retrieve stati,stical,and fgre t Say gblicf rom
a dat abas@PRIEXIgEHens, a8 19 d@%cge?pﬁ)ef %ﬁg‘fvg'%?)?%§ﬂge%§rg§? %ﬁg Z’ﬁ"‘ég h‘:one‘
| nvest nenjyeBéifedt@@Ying eimplistic caleulatons &all iote this chtegrsy. Wf&fﬂqt‘é?lyd‘? e

di spl ayin aid at, | east e i : ules@ to

anolto he?/ a§s0Relogy, dops g@@n‘ﬁpq ﬁe‘gﬁ'ﬁgﬁggér%“\ﬁ/{egg;sa%gmﬁgi F]h(?é‘ ?ré%‘?ﬁe t?ang

at user prpjhilbwl sefihneiet torhcy nandisystems treiningeps! ratienas, in AT MECUser

data via ser interface to i | ; b) utilising said user

data to rE{#F%%a@'ﬁiq?@Fﬁ'g‘a‘ﬁegﬁﬁy%ééﬁgﬁﬁﬁgéta relevant to sai g user

from sai d dat apaseherefore desirable to provide a means and method for generating
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Tﬁe reference to any prior art in this specification is not, and should not be
taken as, an acknowledgement or ahy form of admission that the prior art forms
part of the common general knowledge_-in Australia.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 4

According to one aspect, the present invention provides a method for
creating at least one investment strategy, sald method including the steps of:

a) * inputting user data via a user interface to identify a user,

b) utilising said user data to retrieve statistical and reference data

relevant to said user from a database to generate a user profile;

-



According to a further aspect the present invention provides an

I nformati on systemfor creating |Investnent strategies, said system

I ncl uding: a input device for inputting user data for identifying a
user; a conparator for utilising said user data to retrieve
statistical and reference data rel éyant to said user froma database
‘to generate a user profile; and a generator to generate at |east one
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a comparator for utilising said user data to retrieve statistical and reference
data relevant to said user from a database to generate a user profile; and

a generator to generate at least one investment strategy for the user based
on said user profile; _ ‘

a display for displaying said at least one mvestment strategy, satd at least
one investment strategy being generated based on said user profile.

The user profile is sometimes referred to as a fact find, or data gathenng,
within the industry, and looks to gather all the necessary information about the
user. ,
It will however be understood that the user profile generated in the present
invention is not a true “fact find” but rather a generalised or averaged profile of the
user based on statistical averages stored in the referenced database.
| Ideally the database would be a government sponsored database, for
example from the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

The advantage of the present invention is the use of a pre-populated
database with the required fields based on surveyed averages that are unbiased,
familiar and statistically valid. This means that you only need to know someone’s
average weekly eamnings to place them In a quintile and from that you can derive
the average wealth and expenditure for that quintile.

Starting with averages or generalizations is a very normal and natural way
for people to start describing any new topic. So relating to descriptions of
themselves relative to averages is also normal and natural. The averages



t he average wealth and expenditure for that quintile. Starting with
averages or generalizations is a very normal and natural way for -
people to start describing any new topic. So relating to descriptions
of thenmselves relative to averages is also normal and natural. The
averages 4 however, nust be based o4 a popul ation that the
individual is famliar with and identifies with. Cbviously
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the invention, but are for explanation and understanding 10 only.



Figure 1 is a basic overview of the systemin block diagramform
according to present invention. Figure 2 Is a fl ow di agram
showi ng the major steps in the process according to the present

i nvention. 15Figure 3 Is a block diagram of the conputer program
showi ng the different steps in accordance with the present invention.
Figure 4 is a screen shot of the input screen at start up according
to.the present invention. Figure 5 is g screen shot of the first
results screen showi ng a summary of 20-an investnent strategy for a
sel ected user | 4y ' ' '
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to present invention.

Figure 2 is a flow diagrém showing the major steps in the process
according to the present invention.
15 Figure 3 is a block diagram of the computer program showing the different
steps in accordance with the present invention.
Figure 4 is a screen shot of the’input screen at start up according to the
present invention.
Figure 5 is a screen shot of the first results screen showing a summary of
20 an investment strategy for a selected user according to the-present invention.
Figure 6 is a screen shot of the strategy summary screen for a selected '
user according to the present invention.
Figure 7 is a hardware model of the automated tool for investment
technologies according to the present invention.
25 : Figures 8 to 17 show flow diagrams that describe the generation of an
‘investment strategy and the set of outcomes that are projected and stored for a
particular investment strategy according to the present invention.
-Figure 18 is a screen shot of a generated investment strategy and the set
of outcomes that are projected and‘stored for a particular Investment strategy
30 according to the present invention.
Figure 19 is a further screen shot of figure 18.



5The present invention will be discussed hereinafter in detail in
terns of the preferred enbodi nent of a means and nethod of autonating
I nvest nent strategies according to the present Invention with
reference to the acconpanying drawings. In the foll ow ng description,
nuner ous specific details are set forth in order to provide a

t hor ough understandi ng of the present Invention. It wll be 10
under st ood, however, to those skilled bn the art that the present

i nvention may be practiced without these specific details.
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parameters not specific to the user individually but to the investment community
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These are Initially set to default values sourced from the assumptions table 22
30 and form part of the record in the driver table 14 and the interface financial profile
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projector 24 a complete financial profile 23 always exists with the process at 15,



such as loan to value ratios to be used in |oan cal cul ati ons,
calculation date, transition to retirenent incone stream paraneters
and property investnent val ue and deposit paranmeters. The main
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for a single person) combinations of sub-strategies 52, 54.



identity packet that is passed along those paths 11. As nultiple sets
of transactions can be at various stages at any tine, the identity
packet is essential. On a user action at user Interface 10 the
interface uses a built in process to determ ne whether the results
required are already available. This is 25 represented by the
triangul ar decision synbol is data already stored? 12. If the data
shoul d be avail abl e, the database resulgs table 13 is interrogated
using the lIdentity packet and résults returned to the presentation

processes. |f new f&syld ?ﬁgcgonr ﬁg%”?“‘%ﬂ%{%ﬁ’&%%“%&m'@q strdledid¥

e
driver table 14 then an ance: f 1S Create -usyn% he
| dentity packedre st byt have sqmesthings dkeemmen: Henesimpprant sechi femdf g i on

fromdriver tahbgedldbplohesthToAsedt Whelethdeffe@ttf @Rdrifalls ofEuUMPledes bPcdakin d a
financial profile.of the user. financ
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the program5 tai ‘ s/liabilities/. endi.t.u i lee; 19
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{bbe esa | bR IR ok s NP ol il b 60 2
Interface f17| esubsequantRmaesses through the pserbfilg 8B intialy ang the results database
13 ultimately via process 56, Because the identity packet uniquely identifies the
user and the combination of parameters used in the strategy projections, all such
results sets remain available to the user interface 10 for the duration of the
modelling session.

20 The pathways 11 in figure 1 are transactions that are dependent on an
identity packet that is passed along those paths 11. As multiple sets of
transactions can be at various stages at any time, the identity packet is essential.

On a user action at user interface 10 the interface uses 'a built in process’
to determine whether the results required are already available. This is

25 represented by the triangular decision symbol Is data already stored? 12. If the
data should be available, the database results table 13 is interrogated using the
identity packet and results retumed to the presentation processes. If new results'
are required, details are stored in the driver table 14 then an instance of ABSlook
15 is created using the identity packet. ABSlook 15 first looks up the stored

30 information from driver table 14 then proceeds in a sequential manner to build a,
financial profile of the user. The ﬁnahcial profile is then passed to an interface file

16 for results generation. The sequence followed is described in more detail
below.



this stage encrypted), wites information back to the driver table
14, and triggers 15 an instance of strategy projector 24 passing the

I dentity packet Using the interface file 16 and scalar data files 25
for the many environnental data itenms needed to conplete the

cal cul ations, coupled with the list of strategies to be exam ned from
the strategy specification tables 26, the strategy projector 24
produces results sets for each strateg 20These results are witten
to a projection file 27 In text format “suitable for bulk insertion
using the identity packet and bul k ert t 0 o7ty ults
tabl e 13. On conpl¥en GRe dp the) PR L‘pg’ d‘?tﬁ 9&{0 g?/umﬁ%oﬁecﬁ%r %Z

sends a fini shcsip@aaluskg tﬁ@sa@@ﬁk@dﬂvedﬁomhﬁwtmmmgfﬂ@ dedg§iang
tasks and In tur

i nterface 10, ﬂ%s%?ﬁiﬂ%kfﬁox}\%e H?gtb§[}ﬁ Pehé‘é‘ mﬁrﬂ%n AOABS ohes 16ser

eres are atsllable and
appl i es the prdatabaseatUsing thefentile @ﬂ%ﬂéﬁ!éﬁﬂest‘%ﬁ‘e&éf"i databpsel)R A9} ng
the identity pg am ab (ﬁbmﬁegﬁ?éﬂ ditsre hflea 0 16t thtnliseh aFres iathenfscaled

si ngul ar |tem; omtl% river

~ Pref e abl e
14 hol ds i nf or@‘?dl“?%’h! e midpolst sq 6‘1%" %Fu‘ﬁﬂﬁugﬁﬂ)ap'ﬁénc{élgfsg y gtgtlaf/ed
or assuned ItQﬁ&uédaaﬁedE&Em part of the financial profile, 30 where

they need to be ref I ect e hierapchot isfofnidtion emced
usi ng the ldenti ty &aggu é,a F‘ %ﬁ% éeé,%\%gﬁ&'s g

mai nt enance, staxdtiomand athgafata ﬁg@&. thyy prggra ag&ag grsre?i !%q% %UH as
Austral i anBur @adindtaxShid lictn! fepayiierts Bhd afiakes assumptions in areas where
information s not available in the driver table 14 to complete the base ‘now’

financial profile 23 to be used for building strategles.
ABSlook 15 then writes the interface file 16 (a text file on the server, not at
this ‘stage encrypted), writes information back to the driver table 14, and triggers.

15 an instance of strategy projector 24 passing the identity packet. Using the
interface file 16 and scalar data files 25 for the many environmental data items
needed to complete the calculations, coupled with the list of strategies to be
examined from the strategy specification tables 26, the strategy projector 24
produces results sets for each strategy.

20 ‘ These results are written to a projection file 27 in text format suitable for
bulk insertion using the identity packet and bulk insert to SQL 30, into the resuits
table 13. On completion of these steps, the strategy projector 24 sends a finish
signal 28 to ABSlook 15 which completes its logging tasks and in turn sends a
finish release signal 29 to the user interface 10, which then knows that the results .

25 are available and applies the presentation rules to present the data retrieved,
using the identity packét, from the results table 13 database and for singular
items, from the driver table 14.

Preferably the driver table 14 holds information supplied by the user and ’
supplementary derived or assumed items that form part of the financial profile,

30 where they need to be reflected at the user interface 10 and is referenced using
the Identity packet.

Preferably the ABS tables 18 and their maintenance, such as annual
indexing 31, are databases from the Australian Bureau of Statistics or similar



10 dat abase used in other countries. However, a database other than
one fromthe Australian Bureau of Statistics may be utilised. The

Il dea I's that the database woul d have pre-popul ated fields which would
allow a profile of a person to be bujht based on sonme basic
information of the user. This descri% ion will follow the preferred
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Preferably the assunptions table 22 includes particularly default
econom ¢ change assunptions such as investnment growth and incone,
inflation for prices 25 and incone, interest rates on |loans etc. for
three outl ooks being 'positive', 'neutral' and 'negative' as well as
ot her cal cul ation paraneters that are subject to occasi onal change.
Preferably the strategy specification tables 26 are accessed by both
the strategy projector 24 and the usefflinterface 10 and contain
reference information 30 on strategies and outlines of the ains of

t hose strategies, ' ,iega.{ %@%

strategi es and ot ﬁ@%ﬁﬁhb@%ﬁ%tgﬁdﬁﬁm%%@gﬁ‘r&e tg a ‘%&P@ﬁxgepgm
showi ng t he rfBf APSHUBlipatiomE401 @ piCsprumer RoedindPhg Australine 'pruslsgiiis

i nvention. A awalotisep Rublcaidns forditiekind ?@pé&%%d@éﬂa ftémiuged §3hd waihited 1 as
the user interface 1% consisting of nmultiple screens and operati onal
aspects, prorbPEIF L SC@P"E’?S'ﬁesan Input. As a result of a user action
the web appl i cati Bor asBetsand iabjityMalues, dbs eahestof theABBleonid thknasshaiated 15
and det er m nesorbaf fhvel fin Wafiktel By fsd iinfhreb B ACEuLiERbY phRY € dat
present to identi user%’b%-or P%teg ¥ e‘ysfigr has previously Fo ged on.
After a user TPYstPricarslexes + FightGapita e Bivendhe gbsence pkothrs clofly

I nformati on.imatohingindichs; otiee BsdetsCandniaigity Va0 IRivE1bB6s adjiediusingithé e f or
e e SR DA ANt o A U, 0L B e
asset s/ | i 4Bi | pasitior jseadjysied by theaisgnto syl theirf astual sibatipper . St ep 43 The -

raw dat 'a. I's transtpaiyesinceSha Weditad %Mndﬂhﬂ%%?uw’éy@&lnlf&ﬁi?éi@ﬁ% setsof =
cal cul ati ons ed led to the wite

interface fi I%artgégr r%ﬁ“‘f’“tfarli't@idt%g %r ﬁ%&gﬁpgﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁpﬁg‘g@ g sAlary enteradici. al
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15 Preferably the data malntenance programs 32 are used to maintain data
files that include essential information such as income tax rates, superannuation
environment parameters, Average Weekly Ordinary Time Eamings (AWOTE) and
Consumer Price Index (CPI) index values, life expectancies, social security
parameters and benefit rates and similar. They are maintained separately based

20 on information of changes from ‘Other data sources’ such as the Australian
Taxation Office, the department of Family and Community Services (FACS), the
péssa’ge of legislation by federal parliament and similar sources.

Preferably the assumptions table 22 includes particularly default economic
change assumptions such as investment growth and income, inflation for prices

25 and income, interest rates on loans etc. for three outlooks being ‘positive’,
‘neutral’ and 'negative’ as well as other calculation parameters that are subject to
occasional change. ' .

Preferably the strategy specification tables 26 are accessed by both the
strategy projector 24 and the user interface 10 and contain reference information

30 on strategies and outlines of the aims of those strategies, details of steps needed
to implement those strategies and other information.

~ Figure 2 is a flow diagram shoWing the major steps in the process
according to the present invention. A web application 40 (also referred fo in



Step 44 The program gathers the information al ready received
and related to this user fromthe driver table 14 and uses this
previously gathered information in 20building the financial profile
for the Interface file 16. Step 45 The raw data received from
step 43 or the information already received fromstep 44 is now
structured and witten to the wite interface file 16, at the sanme
time scalar results are sent to the drijger table 14 for latter
reporting through 25 the user Interface 40. Step 46 Wth the

data provided fid 8s el Isr R ELS 76 Sohdddio PTgmgeisu%Lﬁsr afPebrdubhaS 25

n packet ace enerates a
the strategy plsppestmempty the3ossrder B0inpd. tAfca ettt of &t Yser gctiopfthe, web

g ep g % The r eé;iplhé‘dﬁt@ﬂho it 58P 2AYaceRsk® thel AgsL%o@teatattaéyetméﬁdsmemnbs
apglol cabl e co%h%rgqu r ou asf?#;ﬁ‘f"ég{?g"dbﬁ}’ b%ﬁg"e‘i %érae§?e’g# e'ﬁ@"t'g'a fyorif
gener at ed r gsulht userthas previbeshsibggetiegy proj ector 24. 5ls the user
retired, if no: St ﬁRer%:?hserﬂrst invokes the system then:
Step 42:
Using the information input by the user the program determines the quintile
for the user by accessing the ABS tables 18 and from other tables in the same
10 database the program obtains an assets/liabilities/expenditure profile for the user.
Step 43
The raw data is transformed, scaled and any other supplementary
calculations are carried out before the data is supplied to the write interface file
16. E
15 If the user has previously used (full financial information has previously
been made available) the system 1 then:
Step 44
The program gathers the information already received and related to this
user from the driver table 14 and uses this previously gathered information in
.20  building the financial profile for the Interface file 16.
Step 45 | ‘
The raw data received from step 43 or the information aiready received
from step 44 is now structured and written to the write interface file 16, at the
.same time scalar results are sent to the driver table 14 for latter reporting through
25 the user interface 40.
Step 46 .
With the data provided by the write interface file 16 and scalar data files 25
an identification packet and interface file 16 generates a call for the strategy
projector 24,
30 Step 50
is the user retired, Wyes
Step 51
The retirement strategy option lists are initialised.



The accunul ation strategy option lists are initialised. Step 54

Cycl e through seven core accunul ation strategies for all applicable
10 conbi nati ons of strategy options, storing each generated result
~set in the strategy projector 24. Step 55 Wite the results from
either step 52 or 54 to the bulk insert file 30. Step 56 15Bul k
Insert results file 30 is then saved to results table 13 and the
finished release signal is sent fron1®E§Look 15 to the user interface

10. Step 57 The processing is no onpl ete and the web
application 40 di ss% the sunmmary of the outcones. 20it is also now
possi ble for the us o anend or alter the pre-popul ated data, and

the systemwill tﬁ%’ﬁ'ﬁ@@@ﬁ’éﬂamm refiress strategies dorral mppiicalsle bermkinktions ofhe
anended dat a. sﬂrdte?ym;ﬁlow}én@sféﬁﬁ edehpeRélatel Pedull 8cR R BiRRdgy RljbEST S
reality. An ﬁé% of the type of pre-populated data WhICh may be
altered. or 'ded includes but is not linmited to current val ue of
assets hel & i e hdathe us@Setsed)@naxnnuat i on, | nvest nent properties,
non-super invest mept, gprtfolio, cash, personal assets and for all
other cash and super annuation, is there any |oan and princi pal

out st andi ng. The pesumuiaion sirategy gpliondists grejnitialised agram |'s shown of
the conputer progmpsatructure show ng the dlfferent steps I n

accordance with t cl§ {?\sen i nvention, rtm{”e'gld der?ca% d
that the present Nt OX " cHNC 'becofem?f’% %Iﬁrﬁ &V e f’%lla

progranmi i§ | mma@}ess efratrategy ondions, swnngaebch(gemmw pesult §8tdn the etgategym ng
| anguage. St eproffetor 24.

Step 55
. Write the results from either step 52 or 54 to the bulk insert file 30.
Step 56
15 Bulk insert results file 30 is then saved.to results table 13 and the finished
release signal is sent from ABSLook 15 to the user interface 10.
Step 57
The processing is now complete and the web application 40 displays the
- summary of the outcomes.
20 It is also now possible for the user to amend or alter the pre-populated

- data, and the system will then regenerate investment strategies based on the
amended data. In this way a user can ensure the data best reflects reality. An
example of the type of pre-populated data which may be altered or amended
includes but is not limited to current value of assets held, ie house,

25 superannuation, investment properties, non-super investment portfolio, cash,
personal assets and for all other cash and superannuation, is there any loan and
principal outstanding. ’ _

Referring to figure 3, a block diagram is shown of the computer program
structure showing the different steps in accordance with the present invention. It

30 should be understood that the present invention can be implemented in several’
different programming languages and Is not limited to any specific programming
language. :

Step 60



As a result of a user action the web application 40 at step 60
accesses the ABSLook dat abase 15 and produces an |ID packet. Step 61
The I D packet is decoded. 5Step 62 Default assunptions, tax
rates, social security and other paraneters are | oaded to the system
1. Step 63 For the I D packet decoded in step 61 information fromthe
driver table 14 is 10 | oaded for this particular user. Step 64 An O
gate is used to determ ne what informatlédn is available for this
particular user. If only basic information about user is available

then step 65 15St a9a@ésultbfa AR aithnd et sHofialiGpad &%tép%&%é‘srsga fig the
,,qU|nt|Iefor t€§ Ega St@l 67 Fgr tshIS quintile the 'a
liability and %é’ﬁ tabasgy ‘i’B’i’? Hees AR Packem 't he ABS tabl es 18.
‘ Step 61
The ID packet is decoded.
5 Step 62
Default assumptions, tax rates, soclal security and other patameters are
loaded to the system 1.
Step 63
For the ID packet decoded in step 61 information from the driver table 14 is
10  loaded for this particular user. "
Step 64 _
An Or gate is used to determine what information is avallable for this
particular user. o
Iif only basic information about user is available then step 65:
16 Step 66
The ABS data is interrogated to determine the quintile for this user.
Step 67
For this quintile the asset, habihty and expense mformatlon is read from the
ABS tables 18.
20 Step 68
The data provided in step 67 is scaled according to the éalary of the user.
Step 69
Any extra profile parameters are derived, for example, loan payments, life
insurance and approximate family tax benefit. '
25 If full user information is available then step 70:
Step 71
All user information is read from the driver table 14 and any amended
assumptions are also read from the driver table 14.
Step 72

30 A user financial profile is assembled from either steps 69 or 71.
Step 73

The Information is written to the driver table 14 Fa,nd the write interface file
16.



20Step 68 The data provided in step 67 is scaled according to the
salary of the user. Step 69 Any extra profile paraneters are derived,

for exanple, | oan paynents, life insurance and approximate famly tax
benefit. 25If full user information is available then step 70: Step
71 Al'l user Information is read fromthe driver table 14 and any

amended assunptions are also read fromthe driver table 14. Step 72
30A user financial profile Is assenbl fromeither steps 69 or 71.
Step 73 The information is witten tc} he driver table 14 and the
wite interface ;f;{b%, 4 15 Step 74 Wth the I D packet and the

wite interface \ftﬁﬂaﬁ}el a strategy eneration is initialised and the
programwaits fo dPraskst and; thg) wiiie intariace fllet18anstatagngergrationiini shed

si 1g:;nal t 05]'5 Hedtialiset andhther regtem Mblt!\ﬁfbr@ réﬂéa%@'s@ﬂﬁl Bérf:ﬂe Wf!ilmié?hdﬁ{[g he
out cones er illystrate
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system 1,5 i tfer thip partieularigerout put s, and vari ous data sources to which
it is coupled, fTd\irther IRBPNE A r@lgt?&%hip‘sﬁﬁtw&én M&%zﬂ@ﬁ%@@tmél gention,
the hardwar qnvrgs)tcrineelnt gchnooegless g&steernq t ?tg in tss adSSOCI 2 s Srious data
In puts and outputs, and various data
sources to which it is coupled, figure 7 shows an embodiment of the present
invention, the hardware model of the system 1 and its associated data sources. In
10 figure 7, items having like reference numbers as items in figures 1-6 are
substantially similar and perform substantially similar functions.
The user interface 10 is a web applicatiori consisting of multiple screens
and operational aspects. The user interface 10 may be implemented on such
devices as shown in figure 7 (ie personal computer, laptop computer, personal
16 digital assistant (PDA) or an Apple Macintosh (Mac) computer), which are linked
to the world wide web (intemet 80) by a number of methods (ie dial up -
connection,. ADSL or ADSL 2, wireless, cable or sateliite connection). The
interface 10 is then connected via the world wide web 80 to the web server 90.
The web server 90 maintains the following components utilised in order to
20 produce the investment strategies:
¢ Executable version of the user interface 10
* Executable version of the strategy projection 24
¢ Reference data tables 18, 21, 22
» Executable version of ABSLook 15
25 » Results table 13
A development personal computer 100 is also used in order to provide the
_ computer code including the application software, programming software and

system software. The development computer 100 includes the following
components:

30 User interface computer code 10
Strategy projection computer code 24
Reference data tables 18, 21,22

ABSLook computer code 15

L] L



"10 figure 7, itens having like reference nunbers as itens in figures
1-6 are substantially simlar and performsubstantially simlar

functi ons. The user interface 10 is a web application consisting
of multiple screens and operational aspects. The user interface 10
may be inplemented on such devices as shown in figure 7 (le persona
conputer, |aptop conputer, personal 15 digital assistant (PDA) or an
Appl e Maci ntosh (Mac) conputer), which]lgre linked to the world w de
web (Internet 80) by a nunber of nethods (is dial up connection,
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terface 10 1s t HarbiheiDToued8 s 1P ol ek BaciMglEs hfRasof fon .,
server 90. Thdgelmesistiategy aur the setoh Puleoregsdhat gay bripriectasiand stormddor
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Execut abl e vers interface Execut abl e v
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10 later time and continue where they left off. '

Because both consumers and professionals can use this system in one
arrangement, a consumer only need forward their unique key (phone or email or
any similar means) to a professional to allow a professional to take over on their
behalf if this is desired. .

15 This provides a solution to a user being able to self-start their financial
planning because the first part of financial planning is best done by the consumer
(ie describing themselves) and the assessment of the altenative strategies to the
professional. Of course a consumer may slect to use the system for themselves,
without the involvement of a professional, or a professional could use the system
20" wholly on behalf of a client.

A Although the present invention has been illustrated and described vs_rith
respect to exemplary embodiment thereof, it should be understood by those
skilled in the art that the foregoing and various other changes, omission and
additions may be made therein and thereto, without departing from the spirit and

25 scope of the present invenﬁori. Therefore, the present invention should not be
understood as limited to the specific embodiment set out above but to include all
‘possible embodiments which can be embodied within a scope encompassed and

equivalent thereof with respect to the feature set out in the appended claims.



Referring to figures 8 to 17, flow diagrans describing the generation
of an investnent strategy and the set of outcones that may be
projected and stored for a particular investnent strategy. The
figures show the various financial strategy options that my be

avail able to a user and al so once gengrpted the financial 5 strategy
options may be stored for future use by the user or a professional as
descri bed bggg . The present invention is equally useable and
benefi ci al wbséneral consuners and financi al advisors and ot her

prof essionals The system nmay al so provide a user with a uni que key so
that they can c éﬂﬁ”&“ o] . i e { nue
wher e t hey Iﬁeft%g?l}. fdr g%?@wﬁé?%%%%ggﬁg&%ébgﬁg%@tﬁf%dsﬁd:ingénlgéds
can use t hi bcldipg the stepswfe arr angenent, a consuner only need forward
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this i s desired.b)l5Tutilisingrsald dmser dataotoutatdevet statisticake and eeferenaél datd o

rhanci ai - pleeiRft B'sAA B o s, REGE e el bR 20! | b ng
t hemsel ves) andc) he gereeatingeattieast dnbdnvestmentatiategyJor theagee based ome

pr of essi onaL (q% ﬁé)rg{"%g a consuner nmay elect to use the systemfor
t hensel ves, Wt 5 e invol verent of a professional, or a

prof essional couw)d udieplaying syidiat wadbnsiodsiment shetegy.f of a client.

Al t hough the present Invention has been illustrated and descri bed

W th respect to exenplary enbodi nent thereof, it should be understood
by those sk#! | edhermethed &f clainh 4t whereinfsaidodatabasedia creaied fom surveys of
changes, on{h§§jug|rib.and additions may be made therein and thereto,

wi t hout departing fromthe spirit and 25 scope of the present

i nvention. Therefore, the present invention should not be understood

as limted 8o t TheSG®bd iof cRIFACK  wRAdin SBld Q4er i@BBISotuNer kaid! shatisuein
al | possi bl e%qei%tt)odl %s whi ch can be enbodied within a scope

enconpassed?® B @nt thereof with respect to the feature set
out in the appended clains. 17 CLAIMS: 1. A nethod for creating at

oast one, ! YU f i1 3Pl TR, SOGMBR AT b Red 607 ot
b) utili sintp inplement said ahleast anerinvestroent strategy.st i cal and ref erence

data relevant to-said user froma database to generate a user

rofile; )
P 5. The method of claim 1, further including providing said user with

information as to monetary outcomes generated by said at least one investment
strategy.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein said database is the Australian Bureau of
Statistics database or equivalent international database.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said user data used to identify said user
includes: .

a) age of said user;

b) gender of said user;

c) annual salary of said user.



c) generating at |east one Investnent strategy for the user based on
said user profile; d) displaying said at | east one |nvestnent
strategy. 2. The nethod of claim 1l wherein said database is created
from surveys of the public. 3. The nmethod of claim1, wherein said
user is able to alter said statisticalf8and reference data. 4. The
~method of claim1, further including displaying an item sed |ist of

steps to i gl gl a6l 8 olfiRSt AR RUESIIRRSH LRSERYsP T R Mo

of claiml1, udirng providing sald user Wt WOrakt T oh as
t 0 nonet ar ysawstaym1 @edereﬁarmbebgfataafmm adnid databasm elacey esaitdrasar in a

Aot 1ty an Bptls GeriEb &85 e afeBbEheahaR S1bodfid AR nat  onal
dat abase. 7. The '‘nethod of claim1l, wherein said user data used to

identify sagd uspp rﬁé?ﬁé&%anmﬁ) f@rﬂfer ﬂfc@mg% 86+€ proj&Btiof HERENISH, a4 d

user; c) annual salary o
core projection mechanism mcludes the effect of shortfalls or surpluses of cash in

a particular projection year are reflected in a starting position for the following
year.

10.  The method of claim 1, wherein once said user has created at least one
investment strategy, a unique identifier is generated which is used to ldentlfy and
.llnk said user to the at least one investment strategy.

11, The method of claim 10, wherein said unique identifier may be passed to
an investment professional to allow said professional to further modify sald at
least one Investment strategy.

12.  An information system for creating investment strategies, said system
including:-

a input device for inputting user data for identifying a user;

a comparator for utilising said user data to retrieve statistical and reference
data relevant to said user from a database to generate a user profile; and |

a generator to generate at least one investment strategy for the user based
on said user profile;

a display for displaying said at least one investment strategy, said at least
one investment strategy being generated based on said user profile.

13. A system as claimed in claim 12 wherein said database is created from
surveys of the public.

14. A system as claimed in claim 12 wherein said user is able to alter said
statistical and reference data.



8. The method of claim1l1l, wherein said conparison of said user data
with said statistical and reference data from sai d dat abase pl aces
said user in a quintile derived fromthe average wealth and
expenditure for that quintile. 9. The nmethod of claim1, further
including a core projection mechani sm9said core projection mechani sm
-includes the effect of shortfalls or surpluses of cash in a

particul ar 4Rr oj { r e I 11 : Lt or
Phe. ol | o'y yons v S adiCes SRR, REie yghaig 3R IRsmeed B, f
user has csteasdalimplerherd saidat keashoresinvestmenttstrategyy, a uni que
identifier is generated which is used to identify and |ink said user
to the at | east one investnent strategy. 11. The nethod of claim 10,
wher ei n sail@. unThfusysteenof felam gy fudhgsaincludingo providing, seidmuser with

pr of essi on iah | ' f ' f ; i S

east one. o aR8n o84 FEeidht LEgDes Rehera@ 1y (el ot B86h e i sfméi
creating istralegyent strategies, said systemincluding: a input device
for inputting user data for identifying a user; a conpar at or
for utilising s_gj.d user data to retrieve statistical and reference

data rel evdft tbessystem ekslaim Bnwhemip said slatabgse isthe Australianfiureau of

profile; asgatistics datébdé@%?égﬁi%ter‘iﬁnt@%ﬁéﬁél fafd a+é?aSt one i nvestment
strategy for the user based on said user profile; a display for

di splaying said at |east one Investnment strategy, said at |east one

i nvest ment 18t r aTlegyystem 0f clginm 42 alvisreiostidiuse? datd dsadsteridentity sdi¢ userl 3.

A system ag cﬁtléfil med in claim12 wherein said database is created from
surveys of R eﬁubl ic. 14. A systemas clained in claim1l2 wherein
sai d user is abae t@gelofssidwuséryl statistical and reference data. 19
15. The-system of, claim 12 _ further including displaying an item sed
list of steps t inﬁea?@'rﬁf'sgiai"ﬁe'ét | east one investnent strategy.

18. The system o) cl ainAudl3alarypéftsaft ugencl udi ng providing said user with
information as to nonetary outcones generated by said at | east one
i nvestment strategy. '

19. The system of claim 12, wherein said comparison of said user data with

said statistical and reference data from said database places said user in a
quintile derived from the average wealth and expenditure for that quintile.

20, The system of claim 12, further including a core projection mechanism,
said core projection mechanism includes a closed. loop for cash concept where
the effect of shortfalls or surpluses of cash in a particular projection year are
reflected in a starting position for the following year. '

21, The system of claim 12, wherein once said user has created at least one
investment strategy, a unique identifier Is generated which is used to identify and
link said user to the at least one investment strategy.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein said unique identifier may be passed to
an investment professional to allow said professional to further modify said at
least one investment strategy.



17. The system of claim 12, wherein said database is the Australian
Bureau of Statistics database or equival ent international database.
18. The systemof claim 12, wherein said user data used to ldentify
said user Includes: a) age of said user, b) gender of said user c)
annual salary of said user. 19. The syséenlof claim 12, wherein said
conpari son of said user data with said Qatistical and reference data
from sai d dat abase places said user in a quintile derived fromthe
average weal th and expenditure for that quintile. 20. The system of
claim 12, shurt i i r irect i i i o)
proj ecti o%§'rrec ﬁmést% tlbg Ictﬁbgaéigg;ao%%g?égm?b%dﬁ&& oér?ﬁ%gs '8|u(§:igﬂ r?c@%tsq%ﬁ%eéfg
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projection year ere a star g posrtion ¢
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que_[dentiftier 1s
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| east one investnment strategy. 22. The system of claim 21, wherein
said unique identifier nmay be passed to an investnent professional to
all ow said professional to further nodify said at | east one

i nvestnment strategy. 20 23.A nethod for creating a user profile,
said nethod including the steps of: a) inputting user data
via a user interface to identify a user; b) utilising said
user data to retrieve statistical and reference data relevant to said
user froma database to generate said user profile.



