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heat - r ecover abl e products nentioned above, as well as other substrates and
applications, Including, for exanple, heat-recoverable articles made from
menory 35 netals as described in British Patents Nos. 1,327,441 and
1,488,393, especially the preconditioned 35 al l'oys descri bed and cl ai ned
In U S. Patents Nos. 4,036,669; 4,067,752 and 4,095,999. In contrast with
the previously proposed Inorganic thernochrom c formnulations which have
sonmeti nes been adversely affected by heat-aging, or environnentally
undesirabl e, and have had an undesirabl e tendency to reverse col our,
especially under wet or noist conditions and a tendency to 40 deteriorate
catal ysed by acids and bases with a resultant change In tenperature
response, the organic 40 conpounds of the present invention are generally
stabl e, non-reversible, environnmentally acceptable, and give reproducible
results. A further preferred enbodi nent of the invention Is that In which
the nelting/ deconposition tenperature Is within the range 350-[err], nost
preferably using oxam de (nmelting point [err]) 45 as the deconposabl e
organic material. It has very surprisingly been found that this |arge

| ncrease 45 (conpared with allantoin) in colour change tenperature on the
out si de of a heat-shrinkable sleeve results In only about [err] increase in
t he bond-1line tenperature within the sleeve, and only about 10% i ncrease In
sleeve Installation ti.nme. The oxam de conposition may be especially useful
in countering the effects of |owtenperature installation environnments. 50
Cl ai nms

50 1. A heat-recoverable article which is to be heated to a pre-sel ected
tenperature during installation or use, which is capable of formng an
encl osure about a body, which carries on a surface which will face the
interior of the enclosure a neltable conposition, -and which carries a
tenperature indicating conposition on a surface which will be visible when
the article is enclosing the body, the 55 tenperature |Indicating

conposi tion conprising deconposabl e organic material which, on heating of
55 the article to the pre-selected tenperature nelts and deconposes
substantially irreversibly to provide a visible colour change, sai d
pre-sel ected tenperature being a tenperature which results in the nelting
of said neltable conposition to effect sealing of the enclosure. 2. An
article according to daim1, wherein the tenperature i ndi cating
conposition conprises a 60 nmixture of deconposable organic materials which.
nmelt and deconpose at different tenperatures from 60 one another. 6
GB 2 038 478 B 6 18. A nmethod according to Caim8, wherein the
tenperature indicating conmposition is coloured by neans of a pignment or
dyestuff in addition to the deconposable organic material. 19. An article
according to Caim1, wherein the tenperature indicating conposition is
substantially as. herein described with reference to the foregoi ng exanpl e.
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