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transferring credit between nobil e phone subscribers.
Background Art The foll ow ng di scussion of the
background of the invention is intended to facilitate
an under st andi ng of the inventida. However, it shoul d
be appreciated that the discussion is not an

acknowl edgenent or adm ssion that any of the materjal
r éfSysterh tandvaletiudd | fdre dlransfaming %mdlt deetreen Jiiebile Phone

geper al .know edge of the person skilled in the art in
aé‘léiﬂlé%ﬁ-@etion as at the priority date of the
application. Existing systens for transferring credit
from one nobil e phone subscri bed to another require

t Hdeld ghthelvemdiofarty to send a nessage to the system
identifying the recipient party by their nobile phone
nunber, specifying the anmpunt of noney to be

t r e fosesent inventisrovelatasy e gneVsieahantomethad 95 Hgnsferring credit
ayt ' ' tion. However, this can be
c&%@?é@%éﬁ%ra{%ﬁﬁﬁgpgﬁi ng party and, therefore,

it 1s an object of the present invention to provide a
sigpl.ified temof transferring credit between
no%%lﬁgra’!'gﬁzx ubscri bers. Disclosure of the Invention

Thr oughout the specification, unless the context

regui res at herw se,. th " Lses ) i.ati

CHR SoRbfniekagion 15 R, BecROTRRLSE] (e JRERRHH Wsenced to
uFgeiEke o tiddreRindirighef tieninvestion Howesratteshaufd bgeappreciated.
or group of integers but nqgt the exclusion of. an :
otthet e isgupsion 5r belbabs arknoueraEmeRL 9t AsPisTICE it gy of the
zyré%lfgr?ﬁ{a# FeRGFdd % WHE HUIMIRRBHOKNOREN ®ri SarPr Vit Gofmon general

or transferring credit between nobile phone
s Urewiedge of thengarssih slyiladtie the: avhinany dlissiclionaas akihe priority date
thc? it1el ecp ni cations carrier having a
of the application.

Existing systems for transferring credit from one mobile phone subscribed to
another require the transferring party to send a message to the system -
| identifying the recipient party by their mobile phdne number, specifying the
amount of money to be transferred and providing some means for verifying
authorisation of the transaction. However, this can be cumbersome for the
transferring party and, therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide

a simplified system of transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers.

Disclosure of the Invention

Throughout the specification, unless the context requires otherwise, the word
“comprise” or variations such as “comprises” or “comprising”, will be understood
to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the

exclusion of any other integer or group of integers.

In accordance with a first aspect of the invention there is provided a system for

transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers comprising:



billing system and a facilitator, where each nobile

phone subscri ber possesses a nobile phone that
w@eoosnei2é@t es usi ng a nobi |l e phone networ k opePet/8G2300§/000203

the tel econmuni cations carrier and where one of the

nobi | e phone subscri bers sends a communi cati on

nmessage, including identificatign details of another

nobi | e phone subscriber, to a Shdrtcode associ at ed

with the facilitator and the facilitator thereby

oper at &5 telecomstunicatianse cairier the dslecemmunicriising garrier having a

anount a@300| ed MA h the shortcode from an account

associ 4889 GYFRM bi | e phone subscri ber and credit

an account aSSOC|ated with the other nobile phone

subscriber, as referenced by the identification

det ai | & 186Ha18Bd i n the communi cation message, Wth

t he amount associated with the shortcode. Preferably,

t he anmpbunt assocjated with the shortcode forns

-t of
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Fin nmeLsa I''e phone su
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Alternatively, if the t f djt
R o8 SRt A Te<ea06, TR0 sieyttiSation detplls of another
MERSIRRE ?’né Qﬁﬁ?&#ﬂéret@%oﬁ%;ﬁ&@céééb%iaté@%ltmtﬁé fddfator and the

hetra er ormng themof the transfer failure
arﬁalc;tﬂqatorotmlrdalyy ajp@mhebetqovwwt@mthadmlhagu@aﬂemh@ debit an amount

1o {23558l ik B g€t §7 88 TR LBCBIA R B mobt prone

i%hbisé\%é?gaﬁﬂbbrle,@htp!aﬂ_nacécmcbsb@cf ated enbuties tdther trhebile phone
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ormatron rfor s ng in a custoner ase hi s
personal informati on may include a password or other

i%@férgblg thgatanm{ﬁ’ﬁ Qgséﬁ%ﬁdgﬂthi he8N¥hENESRIUBRNhs part of “the
conmmuni cat i e

nessage sent
15 shortcode.

On completion of a successful transfer of credit, ideally the facilitator sends a
communication message to both mobile phone subscribers informing them of the
successful transfer. Alternatively, if the transfer of credit is unsuccessful, -the
facilitator sends a communication message to the mobile phone subscriber who
20 initiated the transfer informing them of the transfer failure and optionally also. the

problem that caused the transfer to fail.

The facilitator may undertake a check of the amount of credit associated wi;[h the
initiating mobile phone subscriber to ensure that the subscriber has sufficient
credit to effect the transfer. The facilitator may also request the initiating mobrile
25 phone subscriber to provide personal information for storing in a customer
database. This personal information may include a password or other identifier
that must be included in any subsequent communication message sent-to the
facilitator as a means of initiating a transfer, so as to prove that the subsequent

transfer is authorised by the initiating mobile phone subscriber.



facilitator as a neans of initiating a transfer, so as
to prove that the subsequent transfer is authorised by

w0 b@siizi280 at i ng nobi | e phone subscri ber. The  PCT/SG2005/000203

communi cati on nessage nmay be an SMS nessage, MVS

message or other simlar message capable of transfer

via the nobile phone network to the nobile phone

subscri ber's nobil e phones. In” Accordance with a

second aspect of the invention there is provided a

f dtid ¢dramomnidadion wnessageamaysbteean S64S messsger MMy message or other
credit between no

h
¢ il mer PP aNe, o SR At A SeliFR 4q,the mobile
?R)‘?\o% duBecimbid GoBloRsopEdscribers via a shortcode,

conmruni cat i on nmessage 1 ncluding identification
detalls of anot her nobil e phone subscriber, the
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nmuni catl ons C who operates a nobi

5 NgsmOs i e dysten fier trabsﬂeernmmrm:hisbb‘smerbmcrblleophone subscribers,
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conmmuni cate to_debit an appbunt associ. ated W t

ROro e sk Taninalor JERENVES SoEs BTBMIGHO Hiesoag oM one of the
g'r?rgc%}ﬁ Pe RebhsfitedsnShd Uﬁt sh&gcdid, ! 1 &Mﬁﬁﬁiﬁié&f? on message

account associated with the other mnobil
phrmneduag m@mfbanon alstailsf of anetbdr mpbila ephomemubraceber, dhe facilitator

det gﬁzgﬁ"ﬁt il éjéjgg(eflgnpétg t?:- rgﬁuﬂg}l@rﬁ%%\? 0 msr?g?@gv‘&ar&%}ﬁtes a mobile
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n’@bsbﬁamomﬁtmdbecoiﬁeermobﬂa phsmmrsmmdabem has referenced by the
comTunl cation nessage inclydi ng identification det
ofoRTGERGan AGRIBRERs Bt FpEILA oD, GEsAge vh the amount
blaggbagteammm@éhméﬁeecormrum cations carrier who
operates a nobil e phone network used by the nobile

phone subscribers to communicate to debit an anount
agpRehatifd the t BridimtShesdsiaeda WiMtAd shortcode forms part of the

shortcode.

In accordance with a third aspect of the invention there is a method of

transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers, comprising:

receiving a communication message from one of the mobile phone
subscribers via a shoricode, the communication message including

identification details of another mobile phone subscriber;

instructing a billing system of a telecommunications carrier whe operates
a mobile phone network used by the mobile phone subscribers to
communicate to debit an amount associated with the shortcode from an

account associated with the mobile phone subscriber; and

instructing the billing system to credit an account associated with the other

mobile phone subscriber, as referenced by the identification details



account associated with the nobile phone subscri ber;
and instructing the billing systemto credit an

wae@sae2i@ssoci ated with the other nobil e phonkCT/SG2005/000203

5

10

15

20

subscri ber, as referenced by the identification
detai |l sincluded in the conmmuni cati on nessage, with the

anount associated with the shortcode. Preferably, the

nmet hod further includes the steﬁ'bf parsi ng the

shortcode to determ ne a paynent anount and an access )
code, tineludadrieite anpumunibaiioymassagemuith the sawiuat egsociated with
with the shortcqde. Brief Description of the Draw ngs

The inv %hﬂﬁcﬂﬁﬁi now be described in the context of

the follow ng drawi ngs, .of which: Figure 1 is a

schematic representation of stemfor transferrin _
chfﬁfGrabé{,vIé@n”Wmﬂqa éurg'ﬁ%'n@ ch’l%@ ; ogéﬁ'smgdtrg(ssghortcode to
fo [ ' a ' i

£ JeEbln Spalerk rmBMEaNd B, AeBRIRUETERE pbione amount being
sy#leeimddnifassotiotatsviththaghorteatde. bet ween nobi | e phone

subscri bers 12a, 12b. In addition to the nobile phone

subscri bers 12a, 12b (who will hereafter be referred

t oBfigf Deectiptionsdfetheddraamithgsr eci pi ent” respectivel y),

the system 10 al so includes a facilitator 14 and a

t el econmuni cations carrier 16. The transferee 12a and

t ehd fiapition twill Hove Betaxesived sn ahawbitext pif tine fdlRwik@ciawings, of
mobi | e phone 18 utilises a nobile phone network 20 of

t hethicBl ecommuni cations carrier 16 to conmunicate. The
facilitator 14 is a conputer program The conputer

programthat forns the faciljtator 14 executes on a . ~
hosiguesbinit@ @ph@m@tlc §qa,@rm)ant%|@p &f @Osy,ﬁemﬁ%r transferring credit between

te grgH i rrier 16. The facilitator 14

i n'ltng?’ﬁa egh(\%mgpggﬁg‘?%i [1ing system 22 of the

t el econmruni cations carrier 16. The tel econmuni cati ons

c ' I t8 PliVediidy of shortcodes 24
f%é%ﬁgloég(%hfég acrlhﬁlﬁgat g’fa'h. I gg{'ﬂ 'y, the shortcodes

24 allocated by the tel ecomunications carrier 16 for

US accordance with a first embodiment of the invention there is provide a system

10 for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers 12a, 12b. In
addition to the mobile phone subscribers 12a, 12b (who will hereafter be referred
to as the “transferee” and “recipient” respectively), the system 10 also includes a

facilitator 14 and a telecommunications carrier 16.

The transferee 12a and the recipient 12b each possess a mobile phone 18.
Each mobile phone 18 utilises a mobile phone network 20 of the

telecommunications carrier 16 to communicate.

The facilitator 14 is a computer program. The computer program that forms the
facilitator 14 executes on a host computer (not shown) operated by the
telecommunications carrier 16. The facilitator 14 interfaces with the billing
system 22 of the telecommunications carrier 16. The telecommunications carrier

16 also allocates a plurality of shortcodes 24 for use by the facilitator 14.



by the facilitator 14 are a conbination of: a
denom nati on commonly transferred between the

W0 edosaeszeuni cati ons carrier's 16 nobil e phone PCT/SG2005/000203

subscribers. In this manner, in situations where the

tel ecommuni cations carrier's 16 nobil e phone

subscri bers commonly transfer credit anounts that fall

within a tight range of denom ARt ons, the

tel ecommuni cations carrier 16 need not give up a large
nuldeatly, dhe shorttedeed4 alindatedbycibertelecaoragricaieisesarring 16 for use
a result,.the ortcodes .24..can. be determ ned from

ej '%316 ft@f"'“%ag%r ?%Iar%ﬁ/iq?g' IBRURIF & " <denoni nat i on><access

nunber > OR <access nunber ><denom nati on> The system 10

wi Il now be described in the conteﬁt of th? follo .nt%v
exanpl e Tha t efleRYRiAANOBat | GARMQRY | ertralih %T@@caﬂé% een  the

L5 0 B el 40 PP oo g i

5shortcodes gnterein $R0atios $derd ethentelecoromsinicationhecarrier's 16

access code 9999. \When the transferee

2a nts to
transfer crB@bilephopgsubselibersRommgnly; wg?graqggéla&ounts that fall
12a sends ap; g iBAs, S Mo teRdRmunications
24 usi ng o hartt 1oa, o ARl e R mmunicafi
nmessage 26 tarrisen6 reedirotlgive tpad Ibgeheumbaoef sharfapdes; and
that the transferee 12a wishes to credit to the :
reci pient 12b. In the context of the above exanpl es,
this means #lkaimmdn bbeess nmsiber.ee 12a wi shed to
transfer $20 to the recipient, the SM5 nessage 26 nust
be sent to 209999 or 999920. SMS nessage 26 i ncl udes

10t hRs rpRidut, R RAORUOdES 2df carh bentdiclmingdofleml&ither of the following

formaits:

<denomination><access number>

OR

<access number><denomination>

15  The system 10 will now be described in the context of the following example.

20

The telecommunications carrier 16 allocates the following shortcodes 24 for use

by the facilitator 14:
209999 509999 999920 999950

Accordingly, the above shortcodes 24 cover $20 and $50 denominations for the

access code 9999,

When the transferee 12a wants to transfer credit to the recipient 12b, the
transferee 12a sends an SMS message 26 to one of the shortcodes 24 using
mobile phone 18. The shortcode 24 that SMS message 26 is sent to is limited by



possessed by recipient 12b. On receipt of the SM5
nmessage 26, the facilitator 14 records the shortcode

wQ42ooshex2egh whi ch the SMS nessage 26 has been PET/RGUDH000203

as well as the nobil e phone nunber of the nobile phone
18 possessed by the recipient 12a. Using the recorded
nmobi | e phone nunber as the search criteria, the
facilitator 14 searches a custdher record database 28

to determ ne whether the transferee 12a in an existing
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UFRY d&forhimation shanthdGrarsiercki R ewahgisdo asdit tethe recipient 12b. In
transferee 12a i s not an exi sting use . .the system .
1the eaierL@l herahaye axamelegedis Mkahsna! f N frangiaiee dga wished
0 i : t il 9?09

S HEER 320 oIS GBI s oSt g it g moocen o

SHEoemesage 32 asks the transferee 12a to enter a set

of registration details and a password for
aut henticating future transfer requests. The set of

r SIS hicsagl ZRtindllide itk pasisilsophore auhtben cfeihie mobile phone 18
reply 34 to confirmati on SMsS nessage 32. The

f pegdeissad by reaipiesti 12bcei pt of reply 34, operates to
create a new record in the custoner record dat abase
28. The new record includes the registration details

aBo 1pesiphof dne MG dwassaga RE, thepfagilitaior thaegpidsathe jhgricode 24

of the r rg i i|le . e il i
b KA. e S0l Fy e, RN UTSRIRE, LaowE R e mobie
| ShMRs HURribeg of tthe rhalsild phater8lgosdeseed iyethatseipient h2a. Using
the billing system 22 to enquire whether, the . the facilitator 14
tihgnEgcorded 1abil, PNOEr NY 25 4R (SeReh (iieta, the faciltator

COMMLRLE of %t&ﬁ%?%fet@grd( LAgdst I dTid dckstiné HieHEE the transferee

agal n being nade w reference to the nobil e phone

ni2ebier aexistieg weeri oktherayséemdOpossessed by the

transferee 12a). If the billing system 22 informs the
facilitator 14 that there is insufficient credit
aocihiseeixaropleh ast tharigdnsfersel D2a ipneban exissingnser of the system 10,

transf. the. facilit r [ i Tl -
30 et £ 54 L Bpnd g RSP R B e B networ
123 tef séiths telcbhmbation EMShmessags i tol thet transferée mpa. The
syst_em2_2inforrrsthefgqgilii(atg\r .Jx'4t at tjfﬁretist t of
semreRdan SMSimeRsage et FSkEre TRRSIIPR 1 4B A0 gnter @ set o
CRAREHiBN! fifalid T § password for authenticating future transfer requests.
The set of registration details and password are then sent as a reply 34 to

confirmation SMS message 32.

The facilitator 14, on receipt of rebly 34, operates to create a new record in the
customer record database 28. The new record includes the registration details
and password included in the reply 34. The primary key of the record is the
mobile phone number of the mobile phone 18 possessed by the transferee 12a.

While this is occurring, the facilitator 14 also interfaces with the billing system 22
to enquire whether the transferee 12a has sufficient credit accrued to complete
the transfer (the determination of credit again being made with reference to the
mobile phone number of the mobile phone 18 possessed by the transferee 12a).
If the billing system 22 informs the facilitator 14 that there is insufficient credit

accrued to the transferee 12a to complete the fransfer, the facilitator 14 takes



the facilitator 14: o issues a debit conmand to debit
t he denom nation (as associated with the shortcode 24

waised/1e23cend the SMS nessage 26) fromthe crepdT/SG2005/000203
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accrued to the transferee 12a; a issue a credit

command to credit the denom nation (as associated wth

the shortcode 24 used to send e SMS nessage 26) to

the credit accrued to the recirpient 12b. The neans of
determning the credit accrued to the recipient, and

t hepropeate adtienuicrminatadhe tleestesmnspinferne the irengfgree 12a of the

eBTBtoRGHnR iassreTor e Dl Petimbra g s 08 fagliator 14 thet
2‘%\&@% Egﬁx')c%n?'&?eénzgcé%@d% théqpén%&e'en’ifé\/ﬁ) weafe the transfer,

enerate a trace nunber. The facilitator
léhetfheititat@nt® a Transaction SMS nessage 36 to the
nobi | e phones 18 of both the transferee 12a and
reci pient 12b. The Transaction SM5 nessage 36 inforns
both the ts ansigsniee 42debitdcomeidricento bitofthe hdenomination (as

success of the transfer and the trac r the
transaction. |2sSoEEIEd WEN Al SBPHE ‘ge ﬁgo Gr‘i{qucﬁ?)%d the SMS
of the inventi [

enbodi nent des@rgf’%ée%é]gé)rﬁ{)ﬁﬁﬁﬁgw%t E‘B&U%% the ransferee 12a;

alns Defining the
I nvention are as Fol8ows: 1. A systemfor transferring

credit between nobile Ff%]:@f?ccﬁﬁ@%ﬁ&' ?ﬁrﬁre%ﬁ’cnﬁﬁésﬂgﬂom%aﬂon (as

t el ecomurfi cat'PBrs Qa el econmmuni cat
carrier havi ngagsdeidiéd n@iﬂsymeenshoacodie;rm.me,eobﬁons@nd ghe SMS
phone subscribers, each of said subscri e(%e{%ﬂf)osses&

a nobi | e phoneMeRSAge Sinipitearcedit gchy! 9 éecbﬁ’fsﬂng'o The
?ﬁé\fl\gw ggsrﬁtiﬂgané’ JFfetb PhiRFYMREN bRt SEFuEQ 6 itRé rdBigient, and
’[he means of ensuring that the appropriate billing system 22
record is credited, is by means of the mobile phone number of
the mobile phone 18 possessed by the recipient 12b and as

recorded in SMS message 26; and
e generate a trace number.

The facilitator 14 then sends a Transaction SMS message 36 to the mobile
phones 18 of both the transferee 12a and recipient 12b. The Transaction SMS
message 36 informs both the transferee 12a and recipient 12b of the success of

the transfer and the trace number for the transaction.

It should be appreciated that the scope of the invention is not limited to the

specific embodiment described herein.



account with the tel econmunication carrier's billing

system and a facilitator where a first subscriber
wa@emda2a3comuni cati on nmessage using their nobPCESG2005/000203

phone, including identification details of a second

subscriber, to a shortcode associated with the

facilitator and the facilitator, in response to the

conmuni cati on nessage, operate$+o debit at |east an
~anount associated with the shortcode fromthe first

subscriber's account wth the billing system as

I'HenCidiimeoDefintrpthainyention aitgcasrbpllpwsphone used to

send the comuni cati on nessage, and credit the anount

associated with the shortcode to the second _

subs gy i bpsiem dorotrahsfanirty t tredki ldetweeisy siahite g3one  subscribers

referenced by the identification details included in

t he COMANFINGti on message. 2. A system according to

claim1l1l, where the anpbunt associated with the

shortcode forms part of the shortcode. stem .

accor di rﬁ@ec@ﬂmtﬂ]lq}ﬁtﬂ?%r carriefn dhe tGMeraug'Ge’éé%%fC@r”ef having a

transf :ﬁ lendlt has been achi eved, the facilitator

sends '@%8’6 é ¢ommuni cati on nessage to the nobile

phone of each of the first subscriber and the second

ts lrjgf];[ale?qﬁ h&f Oﬁr@&#%ggﬁcﬁ{ ngg\?%s%glﬁgﬁshs lé'ch of sald subscribers

wher e posbessindied enbisite meamainsmnmmaéstusamgsfsennmﬂe phone
credlt thefaC|I|tator a thi.rd conmunic

messa@@tw K ReTaisE: IS RECHH T RISaHPYS AT ALY, Befeby having an
the thi éer Wﬂié@ié&%rﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ &n 'cﬁf'rﬁé’r%‘ tﬂmnb '%Zs{fénﬁ,fénd

subscri unsuccesstul transfer. system
according to claim4 wherein the third cormunl cation
nmessa nforms the first subscriber of the
reaso%ef E‘"F&ﬁ?}'le unsuccessful transfer. 6. A system
according to any one of the preceding clains, where

the I\jl\?ﬁné' tﬁ%?%ul&&ﬁﬁ)'é? sbR8s %’%&Hhu‘ﬁfcaﬁbﬁ%éséé@% fi$ihg their mobile

subs has 1n el r account the billing
syst @lm‘ope; mcluding enfificationgdetais I@if Ial Sa@néy@tb@ﬁflb@r, to a shortcode

debi tasggcua{se%s wifh' the facilitator and the facilitator, in response to the

communication message, operates to debit at least an amount associated
with the shortcode from the first subscriber’s account with the billing system,
as identified by the number of the mobile phone used fo send the
communication message, and credit the amount associated with the
shortcode to the second subscriber's account with the billing system, as
referenced by the identification details included iﬁ the communication

message.

2. A system according to claim 1, where the amount associated with the

shortcode forms part of the shortcode.

3. A sysitem according to claim 1 or 2, where, when a successful transfer of
credit has been achieved, the facilitator sends a second communication
message to the mobile phone of each of the first subscriber and the second

subscriber informing them of the successful transfer.



amount associated with the shortcode fromthe first

subscri ber's account. 7. A system according to any one
w@booshes2pr ecedi ng cl ai ns, where the facilitat oPCT/SG2005/000203

requests the first subscriber to provide personal

information for storing in a custoner database, at

| east a subset of the personal information required to

be included in any subsequent c8munication nessage

request to transfer credit as a nmeans of

ayt hept syestérinngcdonging riandaien 1 & claing 25 tveirerac et ihgré das been an

claim6 where the personal information includes a o

passwihsuGsespdy diamsler efepiedfti &g fanpilitatarandsga taird communication

facil| [ . r i NG PR

cr e [1eBaRle o e P shoRk TR Hikt sb &R e Wi communication

r esponresige infooningthe dirstsubeedissa the ohsbycassful tisinsfer.
subscri ber using a nobile phone in their possession
and received at a shortcode associated with the

fgci | Atdstm ddtordingitol Elain’4 apeisihemet MirdeSorhniinication message
| east an amount associated with the shortcode fromthe

fi r stalsalifermsgéhe firshsubseiibafiof tharansonifagthsydnssiecessyl transfer.

t el econmuni cations carrier who operates a nobil e phone
networ k t hrough which the nobil e phone possessed by -
the fAsystepubseerding tacany ooaminhe freceding clednsi whete the facilitator

t he nynber il ey ne . . .
e HEREE 18 SO chEE IR ot bt BB, i account win the
assochifihgdsytémy pher b anseacting the IHIkGE s stathsty idebit' & least an
account with the billing system as referenced by |

" dentamPHRlasROEEGIMIE thashoteads Fomhbedirhehhscabees account
nmessage. 10. A facilitator according to claim9, where,

when a successful transfer of credit has been { -
athi v systerhaceeing oA 08e idhey PERGEGH €laisniaali; thig facilitator

ness ol il " : ' j: o
oo 2284k e RCLARPRENS, Bolhe ceidle BRRR TRy sorng i o
t hem afstarher dalabassf all leastastibset df1the Aeragnaliinfarmation required to

according,to claim9,, where, when t.here has been_an
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a t higredic agauneans opautiestiegiing hetthenst@bi | e phone of

the first subscriber, the third comrunicati on

8. A system according to claim 6 where the personal information includes a

password or personal identification number.

9. A facilitator for use in a system for transferring credit between mobile phone
subscribers, where, in response to a communication message sent by a first
subscriber using a mobile phone in their possession and received at a
shortcode associated with the facilitator, the facilitator operates to debit at
least an amount associated with the shortcode from the first subscriber's
account with a billing system of a telecommunications carrier who operates a
mobile phone network through which the mobile phone possessed by the
first subscriber can communicate, as identified by the number of the mobile
phone used to send the communication message, and credit the amount
associated with the shortcode to a second subscriber's account with the
billing system, as referenced by identification details included in the

communication message.



message informng the first subscriber of the
unsuccessful transfer. 12. A facilitator according to
W@ b@smesk3o wherein said third conmuni cati on mesBEmRGI05/000203
infornms the first subscriber of the reason for the
unsuccessful transfer. 13. A facilitator according to
any one of clains 9 to 12, operable to check the
amount of credit the first subsdBi-ber has in their
.account with the billing systemprior to instructing
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with the shortcode fromthe first subscriber's account
with a billing systemof a tel ecomruni cations carrier

WHQ. operfatifiatar mebbidingheneslaiat Wor kwhsiesh byaidl hehirP RidnSmunication
phone toconmmuni cate, as identified by the nunber of

t he nBISSFRIP RGNS Sft? iWish gubsraibes ol reasowor the unsuccessful
messaggnsf@pd crediting the anount associated with the
shortcode to a second subscriber's account with the

billing system as reference by identification details
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for transferring credit according to clarm
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associated with the shortcode from the first subscriber’'s account.

14. A facilitator according to any one of claims 9 to 13, operable to request the
first subscriber to provide personal information for storing in a customer
database, at least a subset of the personal information required io be
included in any subsequent communication message request to transfer
credit as a means of authenticating the transfer.

15. A method of fransferring credit between mobile phone subscribers
comprising the steps of:

receiving a communication message sent by a first subscriber using a

mobile phone in their possession at a shortcode;

debiting at least an amount associated with the shoricode from the first
subscriber’'s account with a billing system of a telecommunications carrier

who operates a mobile phone network used by the mobile phone to



the first subscriber and to a nobile phone of the
second subscriber informng them of the successful
wo e@sates) when a successful transfer of credi PCha62005/000203
been achieved. 17. A nethod for transferring credit
according to claim 15, further including the step of
sending a third comruni cati on nessage to the nobile
phone of the first subscriber ifferm ng the first
~subscriber a transfer failure, when there has been an
unsuccegafilinit&RNHseldeptified @i the h8mber et thedredile phone used to
transferring credit according to claim17 wherein the
t hird senting cannumicaisyayesadgr andf orns the first
subscri ber of the reason for the transfer failure. 19.
A nmethod for transferring credit according to any one
of cl aicraslitidy t thel8ambunt rmsdcimedjdmtg tthe shepicofle to a second
checki ng t he a,m)unt o e st subscri ber hag e s
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debi ti g Py Ran th the
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authenticating the transfer.21. A nethod of

t r ansbeen aolgiegeédi t according to claim?20, where the

personal information includes a password or personal
identification nunber. 22. A conputer readabl e medi
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has been an unsuccessful trans er of cre

18. A method of transferring credit according to claim 17 wherein the third

communication message also informs the first subscriber of the reason for

the transfer failure.

19. A method for transferring credit according to any one of claims 15 to 18,
further including the step of checking the amount of credit the first subscriber
has in their account with the billing system prior to debiting at least an

amount associated with the shortcode form the first subscriber’s account.

20. A method of transferring credit according to any one of claims 15 to 19,
further including the step of requesting the first subscriber to provide
personal information for storing in a customer database, at least a subset of
the personal information required to be included in any subsequent

communication meéssage request to ftransfer credit as a means of

authenticating the transfer.



means for debiting at |east an anount associated with

the shortcode fromthe first subscriber's account with
w@2si1bi2zag system of a tel ecomruni cati ons car r PET/S@05/000203

operates a nobil e phone network used by the nobile

phone to conmuni cate, as identified by the nunber of

t he nobi |l e phone used to send the comruni cati on

message; and neans for crediting2the anount associ at ed

with the shortcode to a second subscriber's account

Wdh tAendthbdl i dforSeTbeing Q&%dﬁeé@tio?@iﬁ% #Yclaim 20, where the personal
identification details included in the conmuni cati on

nessadeformationinojudaes s passweher perepig ideridicatipaipedier.

nobi | e phone subscri bers substantially as herein

described wth reference to the description of the
er@odiAreotnpaiet to@elableamatium2idaving memmdentoftware recorded thereon

transferring,credit t n nobi |l e, phone subscri,bers

Subst 401 MAMETHSS herediinabuRAT BROSIE Hener SHBRUbATS. the software
t he d%%ﬁ{}ﬂﬁgﬁn of the enbodi ment and the draw ng. 25.

A conput er readabl e nedi um havi ng conputer software

recorded thereon for transferring credit between

mobi | e ersYRs iR,i,‘@eéS(ﬁfrﬁﬁ-,_UH&%ﬁbH rh%gésg@%f tEﬁ;’ﬁ B9 first subscriber

system substantiall'y~as herein descri
r ef er ensimgtaimtdbile gdwaiei ip tthein po$sadsoreatm dhomendaind t he
dr awi ng.

means for debiting at least an amount associated with the shortcode from
the first subscriber’s account with a billing system of a telecommunications
carrier who operates a mobile phone network used by the mobile phone to
communicate, as identified by the number of the mobile phone used io

send the communication message; and

means for crediting the amount associated with the shortcode to a second
subscriber's account with the billing system, as reference by identification

details included in the communication message.

23. A system for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers
substantially as herein described with reference to the description of the

embodiment and the drawing.

24. A method of ftransferring credit between mobile phone subscribers
substantially as herein described with reference to the description of the

embodiment and the drawing.

25. A computer readable medium having computer software recorded thereon
for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers for use in the
method and system substantially as herein described with reference to the

description of the embodiment and the drawing.



