10

15

20

.0 3:JAN 2007 WO 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387
ENHANCED NETWORK BASED PROMOTI ONAL TRACKI NG SYSTEM 5
10 15 Field of the Invention The present invention
generally relates to a novel conputer systen1f3AN2m"
managi ng networ k- based 20 conmuni cati ons.

whsolsogsskarly, the present invention is di
net wor k- based pronotional system and net ﬁggﬁ’%ﬁ}gy&ﬁszﬁ
provi des dynam cally updated Rich Media centrally
st or egibOfcEE heSiore pASSE mmenmrwmmmfsmn
coding regimen. IIITTIIT T | 1
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I I *@0002* 0 3 JAN 2007 WD 2004/ 006066
PCT/ US2003/ 021387 Background of the Invention A
sophi sti cated network pronotion tracking and
managenent systemis disclosed in U S. Patent No.
5,991,740 to Stephen Dal e Messer. This system i ncl udes
a 5 plurality of conputers |linked together to allow
transfer of information and files in accordance with
a select profile. Pronotions at one conputer are used
to direct consunmers to a Merchant conputer where
comerce can take place. The systemtracks the
referrals fromthe 10 pronotion to the comerce and
permts proper allocation of comm ssions for the
referral

Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a novel
computer system for managing network-based
communications. More particularly, the present
invention is directed to a network-based promotional
gystem and method that provides dynamically updated Rich
Media centrally stored for selective presentations per

pre-defined coding regimen.
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:The foregoing U S. Patent and pendi ng Patent
Application No. 09/098,860 filed on June 17, 1998 are
hereby i ncorporated by reference, formng the 15
foundations for the inprovenents thereto di scu§§egAN 2007
bel ow as part of the present invention. Wile avast
Q294406066 of vari ati ons exists in inplementarius?03/024387
above network pronotion tracking includes a

d eackgucm:mls@ f\ebeStbeentgray e Merchants and 20
AT %ﬁéﬁ JHILRE AGEeaNnddsus! QRoRYE 1A | th-RGaeRE ahke

pr onoti o arr angemsnt S consistent wth oper ati onal
comshaggrearitosystem &a, digrelafpst ém Vel (RRESTdt Nehe

'C' 8abb NINHSL, s%%gﬁgh ﬁémés%eel thfgss}mt%npa%quags a

or ‘"ease In | mentin the Affiliate, _si ¥
25 rdovml datiafy Gloﬁ@uFPﬁ’k dsttpaem% to L?ét}m yrans er
exXREessetmdtl A MhaCedees FOf RX8FRAEce hth a select
d earinghouse server wll include banner ads f or med

by prPEiback Ryemoriers 2t rRie iGPEPHEBT gREp e fter direct
Seb%ﬁguﬁ@ﬁ§h§ﬁt Me2HBHRE Keompiitel Afiekd ESdRbe BB take

like. This allows the .Merchant 30 to control the inmage
qualiey. of ThehsvsasReEs2akel isaeferrals TR &fdnt ati on

b)é'FE fio Hcgﬂ lﬂcatt@:e %oQungréé"\&r?é)%zmy\& Q%&O@Qﬁ.@catlon
/ US2003/ 021387 In addition, pronotional |inks take

f orfs COTREYS1Qriaf OFe FBE pERFRT 2Ads, and can i ncl ude
e-mail,. text, search box, and sel ect graphic/inmage
confi gurat| es k e cka ve in
conmon 41§t ?’Teigqslr@hgrg(:tg??%qqﬁ ﬁggg?‘%g gEg"’]‘]ceé1 pl aced
on Agpe ilhfidn ate’ ©9/\00B, pageflltehleononhﬁetlanon998 are -
pRear ance renmai ns co% tani[E unti | Iace

g i T e

pr ofbietat Sokd SEaNtihruédprohendritak theeea@sdiscussed below

as part of the present invention.

While a vast spectrum of variations exists in
implementation, the above network promotion tracking
includes a Clearinghouse Web Site, where Merchants and
Affiliates interact and develop mutually acceptable
promotional arrangements consistent with operational
-considerations. Often, the system includes at the
Clearinghouse, select promotional links pre-packaged for
ease in implementing by the Affiliate, simply by
downldading the link code structure - usually expressed
in  HTML code. For example, the Clearinghouse server
will include banner ads formed by pre-packaged links
that include graphics for a select Merchant trademark,
such as LL Bean or the like. This allows the Merchant
to control the image quality of the banners and eases

their implementation by the Affiliate.
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.0bsol ete and unproductive. 10 O her links are nore

sophi sticated. These links include enbedded code for

| ocal execution upon activation. For exanple, the
pronmotional [ink can include a Java script that

provi des a short animation upon activation b§y3aJAN 2007
potential user, enhancing the 15 overall pronotional

WO pogegerssat i on to the USER These short prpegiuanoneissr

appl et - based .presentatjpons are kno as. Rich di a
bocaubR I HSPrmBRRPPOUE Y JABET arftie TSF™Y [EEF
phesenésd iMemndpoadexeand i @ iHeledere -masn, tdeixs, nore
sophi sticated presentation.s,.static in the sense 20
PRAE CBRe prdY SRREtt TP {0R8° Rt L AArEE
mapeahssaslinks ttadti phekihgdsh aagiengn acehinsn W dataitig t he

presentation invglves.the full .remval and repl.acenent
SRR RE S e RpAEC Lo et PrRERR G (B A daEEEe

aktd pagaplthe poatess pad tappdaanhye wrddni ide qomseant
sophisticate 25_pr. t aty terials. 3, JAN
IR ber DAy GEoUBRT I USIs oo Taa ISk e
soksst o athed prodoot | deadiddamtdntedt theclimde becomes
ani Lon_.or other amred capabilities are often
cc'rb gﬁéée b@n&prué?gggpgég?é' apart from and operating
separately fromthe Affiliates and Merchants within

the BrRet Worlks Lhdegdre thgSR¥ERIOLS. arfhadd hliggsi N

this select field of pro rammng and offer their Rich
NEgyde apppedded 6oERe IPR Fly epafFdeken YRPR hei r

ipaiivhduah . f 68 SLEHETE! SShe YRRARE i SHPP! Vi pl ddhese
Rich Media offerings  upon acceptance requires the
timgAgfiera ofp e |ssei POt hat apnryidesf at $leord cnivediign
IRl Lues §4 {18 3uRsehtbhngh ALLE! | Al foaMg the
producers. Probl ens can arise in this

overall promotional presentation to the USER. These
short programmed applet-based preseﬁtations are known as
Rich Media because the format allows a substantially
richer presentation upon execution. However, even this
more sophisticated présentation is static in the sense
that once programmed with the Web page, it largely
repeats as instantiated. Changing and/or updating the
presentation involves the full removal and replacement
of the page coding at the Affiliate site, an arduous and
complex process particularly with the more sophisticated

presentation materials.
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;transfer particularly if the Affiliate is wthout

meani ngf ul programm ng support or | acks the experience
to manage updati ng and nodifying pronotional applets
on 15 a continuous basis. Objects and Sunmarys ofan i@y
present invention It is an object of the present

wo b\ BibdsON to provide a data processing %%ﬁ%ﬁﬂk&&nm7

enhance pronntional activity across a wide area
net wor. f. th t

e vonihisee nbte SoNCIREOR) G bl PEEREHnar
Afrfq Judgt enpm@tgxcamqmaxthesmmmasrm@dcbaphblnmtles are

ALRY for ;enhanced
nanage%%%?gé?gayéﬂg% s(é'QLanot éﬁJobjgg?m ?n?rP E?%%@ﬁt
i pRRETEtehy 26om dtlpy Mffdéiatenmna Merbhaets s‘exb.ham the
h dy t f I Ri ch
e e PRASTES e PRt Tt L o (7
?\ﬁ!kﬁctarfealﬁewﬁ\mﬁograsmhg aand v flemt haet. Ricl) MBdIAN
Z%et\éotgo%é Om%ﬁw/t@%ﬁQZrl En&fvi/ﬂal fee

anot her object of the present I nvention provi de

nBY BT BES edV PR SWPPRY PF othss Right Meér@x@ﬁf@glags
CQskh WRBpE hcd ef%ﬁz%fso tRd ProHoRgl sk

commands. 5 It is yet "anot her object of t%e present
| HeHTiads of othe RAdhe Media| exqatime tor the cﬁumlé)lng

cAeAil s ERgh tid |§¥@ﬂu%@9£r3éfo§ﬁ%m§t 85398 A0/SQf this
managenent of the distribution of the pronotions

aS5FE fereBatr  put e YRiiEh thaphl B ldieeat igewithont t is
Sﬁééﬂlr@fﬁﬁ hﬁfogpdrﬁﬁng‘)fsub?Srtp &S allcxsNYADL Lfkrildhice

providé a programm ng protocol that provides a common
to manage updating and modifying promotional applets on

a continuous basis.

Objects and Summary of the present Invention

It is an object of the present invention to provide
a data processing system to enhance promotional activity

across a wide area network.

It is another object of the present invention to
provide a computer network-based Affiliate program that
supports Rich Media appii_cations having a common

protocol for enhanced management .

It is still another cbject of the present invention
to provide a computer-based server having programmed
controlled functions to allow Rich Media serving to
plural Affiliate Web Sites across a wide area network,

such as the Internet.
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cO

.interface for supporting Ri ch Media, Dynam c Text

Links, third-party ad serving and sel ect dynamc

search box controls. 15 The above and ot her objects

of the present invention are realized in the

application of a selectively programred groupnngAsz7
‘hﬁaﬁgnnected servers, |inked for network

nrunt cations to support a plurality of CREFOPARLE”

and Cgpt eBtyd&¥ Qi feks 8L idd ahes rlgs%éoirﬂﬁeﬁlwh
provi des _a sophi sti cated_ pronoti or_laP nmechanrsm that
PP BERY 348 0d dRe TIRF ks BRFPE Ty JT0tLant Prdtewst dimets

Yredtiteg & SddeHapNedr IR Jr@relNESEnGUSI TR S nkO
interact with sponsoring Merchants in placing orders

FP™8REEor i ng product characteristics. The system
pl aces 25 within this network, a C earinghouse server

that iLs .selectively progr 0 manage and .
i npl e%énfst%ee ,-.aﬁlrogrr%f i 88 < acci%i \F?“lei BEE%%"'E Hgivention
par provpaats.selleet GPgafomnghiols dlefliébVereatsivdy tthak

f.i.gu Ny oVi cod applicatiaon QQram
e Pac St i e o LR Bna S P He ocol
fdstwibppioy & dhrelMpdbuopramntdseosiabed B thANK2087ch WO

3RQ54/ 008066, PCT/ US2003/ 021387 used in support of
pr odlct  and service market i ng. In one construct, this

i nvol ves wrapping a script tag around |linking code to

be previ gedst o Wdhdkhatesei it o aakNGrd s GOERR:on
protocol in place, the C earinghouse server
t1ePESVLEE BRIAEITIEGUREALTIGH FoAHPEOtisiasygplepmmon

Cirtabir¥8e NBSHE asfgiortts Bgbyi de MR Al SpaRgh AL fidyeatehks,
wi thin the network. In addition, the common protoco
piArr BastYiprd 9y ingdand eelsctp doneri o reganstogesns by
Merehants across their Affiliate franchise.

The above and other objects of the present
invention are realized in the application of a
selectively programmed group of interconnected servers,
linked for network communications to support a plurality
of Merchants and Content Providers or Affiliateé. The
network provides a sophisticated promotional mechanisgm
that presents goods and services to potential customers
creating a streamlined gateway fof these customers to
interact with sponsoring Merchants in placing.orders or
exploring.product characteristics. The system places
within this network, a Clearinghouse server that is
selectively programmed to manage and implement the
promotional activities of the participants. The
Clearinghouse server is further configured to provide a
coded application program interface (API) that allows

for a common protocol for wrapping Rich Media promotions

5



10

15

20

woShoRescON the 15 C earinghouse site for rm

.10 The foregoi ng paradi gm has several innovative

extensions in use. In one aspect, this process
supports a sophisticated applet known as a search
box, used on an Affiliate Wb Site to enhancgip;Q¢y
access by users. The search box link may be centrally

directly and in conjunction with the Ri Qh_k}tsg(?)gmzlsm

misedt i v esuppoac ofr grofudt aride sgbyiee pratksioing . Thén

f oreqoi ng. f eat I L nyent be
52; S DEnl st (s, Shvi e LaRBRlab ML AR B
cdesonidplivnigf cadei Ebulst rrtawigledx saphefihieaatensf., Baken
[ nj unction Wt r aw 6 :
SaaTEREbAE e s Esthas! Blher® the CrdhAMhoull
FegueestFegeafirel becang$ ot leinegr At depndeishda FepPPly
operatijve nvi t,.0f S i 4,00,
A R S e R R Sl LAt T L
iwittbihathe metdvcEikgur én3a¢§iiaiqrbgitélef Fommeh &xotaselt he
Merghaat s%ilefife%c Spalel A | 88 IRRekk BLE PN M adh® by

I"fnventi on overview, the present invention is
Marsbeadst acrdsk aiedmhdhtEhetie tigragghésesting

net wor k- based C earinghouse Centric Affiliate Program
and the systens designed and i nplenented to support

conmerEe WPERTHL Ih@2TAELIBrRET PREEE! dARTRVIFHYF t he
d-aghalodisCi At @S, They of¥Sispectat thiis PPOEefs ndlasprnttal
| evel , provides tracki ga 15 and re ori_li ﬁa capabj | i ti es
BrSOR T GHPBERC S RHL S ARPTR| DAt REWERCRART Sharfy o o
AMAdilliatteSwebnsitd S oV@yhance product access by users.
The search box link may be centrally stored on the
Clearinghouse site for hosting directly and in

conjunction with the Rich -Media creatives in accord with

the above protocol.

The foregoing features of the present invention may
be better understood by review of the following
description of an illustrative example thereof, taken in

conjunction with the drawings.
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-sel ect 'prormti ons are deployed at Wb Sites throughout

the Internet, and link back, first through the
Cl earinghouse, and then to the Merchant sites to
permt 20 comrerce on the pronoted products, wth

commi ssions credited to the appropriate sour\évbh JW@UW

WO 2%b{1 606;”’16 system operating characteristi SéT/Bg2%03/021387

anced by creating a new nodul e for nmanagin

aEraafi nes&:ﬂ{ﬁﬁran o&ndhétﬁl lest r'i bution as the focal
of pramoil C ona E@I VI e new npdul e, reference
her e g?’ﬁe Fil cﬁ Efﬁf&']‘l 8ePhriiAqIddie pReTative
mrwgnrammg U ph@r présent Mervehadbs;t 0 systematical ly
control and update the ‘pronotions used on their
respective syndicated Affiliate networks. This is nmade
possi BFEUBY Selsect 108ty Wapshagt gorttie pridrdtnoe
q@lq%r%gglrhﬁad sel ect Java script - script 7 0 3 JAN

2007 WD 2001/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387 tag, that calls
a stored inplenentation program This wap provides a
COMUDRidkte & limManfostantlass dnatrer eBange: Mh-ceraati ve
I |nrt1:l(<e§:ffor use in the network. Wth the foregoing
OVErviewin nmind, attention is 5 first directed to
Fi gure 1, conprl Si ng a bl ock diagram of the

; P pf etlemiInviensibnon. At bl ock 100,
a Usegn,h GNP r |cat .Qn _por.t al
devi an éll'ﬁ?]gvlnay :&hg %gées%{étﬁgﬁtggm R %n a}gfadf g?ms
G0 Pph3ncerdnt pglieorasexiapinep retdodkskamp pr ocessor s,

ram abl e

JCQe%‘Hh &gsé/"' dé?xéﬂ-lg dﬂf\fﬁrl tséo?f-‘%?g‘“ un & 3:'?1& S¥E Rlms

downl oa I'ng and decodi ng sel ec y enco

. pegdgned pAand Hiowgd eiment é@ o gﬁnp@ortheomimrca/marthsnsthes

0 240)1.he

2 ek \n@ ad SN gr@ma Gald gsrgg,r%nt&

where | ornmat 1 on IL.nteres aval catoa}
ISYE&rRet BN & t“l‘?r@aéhn‘éiﬂf@tal level, provides tracking

and reporting capabilities for a confluence of
participating Merchants and Affiliates. 1In this way,

select promotions are deployed at Web Sites throughout

‘the Internet, and link back, first through the

Clearinghouse, and then to the Merchant sites to permit
commerce on the promoted products, with commissions

credited to the appropriate sourcing Web Site.

The system operating characteristics are enhanced

by creating a new module for managing creative content

"~ and its distribution as the focal of promotional

activity. The new module, reference here as the “Rich

Media” module, provides the programming support for

‘Merchants to systematically control and update the

promotions used on their respective syndicated Affiliate
networks. This is made possible by selectively wrapping

the promotion code within a select Java script - script
7
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.15 i.nvol ves the downl oadi ng of site content -

typically Wb pages with informati on and conmerce

i nduci ng pronmotions. Continuing with Figure 1, the

Cl eari nghouse 500 server resides at the center g JAN 2007
activity. In addition .to the links fromthe. sites,

wo Jobiuoédsgar i nghouse server is 20 |inked t@cVpsddiissy

(310-330) as suppliers of creative content for use in
Epg, prlorptdadds, a aschrese Js@@pmentmgloﬂverm@&ah bapkis

1 er atl i s_also
g%%%ortedsdb% gh?%@%%narp‘ty ng?@ 'S EerCh%%e
§érv@%tntmtllnbstfcmysteomh@hvebetsm:ss 25 QOeratl on
requires a generic APl to support the extension for
promotjon. Applicatjon of this process involves four
di scri&ttd dher APFRIRING FVEFAILEY, ianing ehsenticon bé

Ehestopiimidted 8bePsgureNils ©ofgi 8nd fae%aﬁhamgrérﬁ’
t)gl oad its pronotion tenplate, typically HIM. cede

‘?n%aﬁﬁlﬁr%Pan%%e“béﬁhﬁw}’re?ﬁP% IRIRItAPR - caht abls@pk 8

008, JANG0 ha¥la 286uRe06e BERELSZONNINA24884n portal
nPrl se the Ceari ouse specific code for, e.qg.
APV at CO'S Ua¥| HiT 0% Bi CAPHE] HyPiReAAR! AL sfeeid

wh ePDAS ,he:eAflf phbﬁé@ gepeopt asdt BesikidpkipR8c6886rs The
startln %rrg %e resides in the follow ng exenplary
%p%% & I XBGs BrogRrEanrbientfl _org_cl ob

&hwslqmdmﬁtgs&nded@cmm@t sat edrWrély thedagkl ﬁéé\b NGages.

SScl)e %F’ g ne‘gl pronotional link is firs

W appad SattW tor HECUSET ¥13hS FGtRPt P tiHee Web

|(alnd>wmlgr’b(ismadmwﬂmai&dsaaoa beop) alRre Shibshathast ed

%é( I\/Skrchant }{ pI oaded to the O earinghouse for -
ear ngeﬁ usgé ABH3t %Pé ‘as LOEBFREEPH Withbeach  site

involves the downloading of site content - typically Web

pages with information and commerce inducing promotions.

Continuing with Figure 1, the Clearinghouse 500

server resides at the center of activity. 1In addition

‘to the links from the sites, the Clearinghouse server is

linked to Vendors (310-330) as suppliers of creative

content for use in the promotions, and the supporting‘

“Merchant base, (Merchants 610-630). Flnally, operation
is also supported by third-party ad servers, 400, ile.,
- Web seryers that host ads to the Web Sites.

Operation requires a genéric API to support the
extension for promotion. Applicafion of this process
involves four discrete operations. Initially, and as the
first of the operative steps, this requires the Merchant
to upload its promotion template, typically HTML cede

(dynamic link - see below). This template can also

8
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.Tabl.e I <P>This product SKU01234 |s great! 15 <A

HREF="<l sn click>& npi d=I &RD PARM =SKU01234"> click
here to buy</A> The foregoing is then converted or
"wrapped” in a Java script tag and stored at the
above file location, as follows: 20 Table |103 <&} 2067

wobfMediage= javascript”> docunment.wite(' <P>Thi s

product SKU01234 is great!); docunent.w iPtcal(usﬁmﬂﬁI'—_‘g;"'
tolppisé | et &0 BRE I BRI PARMET SKUOSR4 F2)s, e.g. .
%%gugent . % te&', c{a ck here to buy</ AMS. </Script>
11he5% T TBtHABL e DR BIGRIPG bt ALfiddiakg ERewhen
mmmﬁfi)lhﬁatt@: bbﬁeﬂfitﬁéid | titee 1|r1e1km@A%kc<|§creQm @ starting )
| ouse server. di tly. al ternatjve approac
B e L G RS Y 1o S SRobh oS
Cdrtenbgiouwm®:t he Merchant site. This requires the .
Cl earinghouse server to store the URL of the Merchant
9 0 3 JAN 2007 WD 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387
server in the desPTHER ¢iFMiageml_oxd kdrobhl m . medi a_url :

http://ww. merchant.coniflinkshare/nedial.js In this
exanple, LinkShare is the O earinghouse, 5 the

cont eNP1HPIREGFE 1§ Lnwonsigasgfewiish the following
EXbRL HTMhehth_61 @51 @tk-drdt i BRa $ aMBAS cdepigt ed above

for the Clearinghouse server exanple. In either
5’56?8%‘§har1d %P@Q’%n (S VEFRAEHS WisSt thy inikEl

redt Opesatedyvas Si ePerglMeves et PRer hosted by the
Merchant or uploaded to the Clearinghouse for

Clearinghouse hosting, as depicted in Table I:

Table I

<P>This product SKU01234 is great!

<A HREF="<Isn click>&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1=SKU01234">
click here to buy</A>

The foregoing is then converted or “wrapped” in a

Java script tag and stored at the above file location,

as follows:

Table II

- <script language="javascript™>
document.write(‘<P>This product SKU01234 is great!);
- document.write('A HREF=""+ Isn_click+&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1 =8KU01234">);

document.write(‘click here to buy</A>')

</script>

The above code wrap operation is for lsourcing the
promotion to the Affiliate network from the
Clearinghouse server diredtly. An alternative approach
is available and involves hosting the promotional

content from the Merchant site. This requires the

Clearinghouse server to store the URL of the Merchant

9
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.10 generation of the Affiliate |inking code. As

depicted below, the dearinghouse will generate
Affiliate Iinking code within the "OrHER MEDI A" ,
nodul e, using the inplenmentation program ("shggVJANN2007
this exanple), listed here as "14": 15 Table I11I

WO 400066 PCT/US2003/021387

src="httpJd/ad.|inksynergy. con fs-bin/show?i d=I Mh2Xi q9x
ROEBFE s thel des ggnafead Pagigybud=0" </script> 20 NOTE:
Faendé MilniakeaiBY,d1 eel y append ul paraneters or wrap
any other variabres into the link, e.g.,

&U1=MY- - Ul- nunber 10 0 3 JAN 2007 WD 2004/ 006066

PCT/ US20B8¢92/1/36i . falrcBahl. com/inkbha¥afmedial . js

~Isn_click="http://click.linksynergy.comits-bin/click?l

Vh2Xi g9x  NO&of ferid=11111 & ype= | 4&subi d=0&ul =ny_u
1 _nuRbdiris sxapgle pgrinkshafreons GIMER LadEbghbuke cob- >
tRET &Q rRNGHALET] JAVASG Rbe>

docunent . wite(’ <}3>Thj|af _p')gr g%ﬁcfa‘é?(@sum Is great!');
Q@EMWW@LCM HREF i's £hesaawge ik depicted above
&h0Di K= k8RR, PARM, 7SKUI234" 20 )y 10
docunent . vvri;t e(’ c‘ll?s%k here tegll%%/ék/ A>') (/script>
For hosting on the Merchant site, the systemcreates

the foldieWeRgapppsadict anesethglSuska¥:e Mércraft | Pt >

PBREIRT Ly PRXY WAL IVENREGReIRERIVEH thebi n/ cl i ck?l

beAdt&on of the Affiliate linking code. As depicted
below, the Clearinghouse will generate Affiliate linking
code within the “OTHER MEDIA” module, using the

implementation program (“show” in this example), listed

here as “147:

Table III

<script src=“httpJlad.linksynergy.comIfs-bin/show?id=th2Xiq9x
NO&blds=11111.1&ttoe=14&sybud=0"
</script>

NOTE: The Affiliate may freely append ul parameters or

wrap any other variables into the link, e.g.,

&ul=my_ul_ number.

10
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. NO&of feri d=11111 &t ype=14&subi d=0&ul =my_ul _nunber";

</script> 20 <!--from OTHER HTM.. nedi a_url -> <scri pt

| anguage="JavaScri pt"

src="http://ww. merchant. com | i nkshar e/ nedi al .g$"JAN 2007
</script> The Java script wll be executed by user's
browser 25 to produce-the final HTM. code: Table Vi

WO product SKUD1234 is great! (A PCT/US2003/021387

HREF="htt p: // click.|inksypg{@yrsonffs-bin/click?l

Mh2Xi g9x —_—

NO&of kedriptl=11111&t ype=14&subi d=0&ul =ny_ul _nunber & npl d
=| &RDV&RD- RéRMitp # Bk 238). colalid-slcibe mnoPuy </ A> The
Ri ch N%‘Pffa”ff'é‘amEﬁdweaM&M‘@&HIW panmperrendors  to

partng_ ants and offer their Rich
Medi a<&ﬂ° QHEQEEJM;& t? ¥o Affil | ates through the 35
Net V\Dﬂb'cuma_rhbvﬁ (‘@’aﬁ'l‘ilyp %@(@1% rJAﬁ?d to conply wth

the ab@veerspete) s HREF-OR SN bitk © rzs.ﬁlrﬁﬁd dRIp bRNM ey by Bpilns
R ch déguuerdwite@dick hee to ouytre)Af fi |l i at es. Web ar ea>| S

provi d¥HPtiher e Merchants can directl y upI oad this code
for their Affiliates. The systemw || check this code
AP §PSEOMPl maridip, Mandhprocess i thensydieers yateamesObhe

tﬂmloﬁgflgli@g@f@tq%n Lbe. system provides a Create
Links area 11 0 3 JAN 2007 WD 2004/ 006066

PCT/ US2003/ 021387 of the Affiljate interface where an
Affiliate can generate I¥Rt%¥ropriate code for such
«kgpbive. Affiliate Side - Rich Media The Affiliate

Va1 e diacehthHciCin TRRLALR . ﬂlr% f%f'@ > Media
(t\loeéﬂehd#mﬂ%itﬂ:rel:f@éuﬁlﬂ—b&m .ayen Towi ng
ctsaintict eri stics: Join Progr ams/Account - Page
<!--from OTHER_HTML.media_url-—>

<scnpt language=" "JavaScript” src-“http //www.merchant.com/linkshare/medlal.js"
</script>

The Java script will be executed by user’s browser

to produce the final HTML éode:

Table VI

<P>This product SKU01234 is great!
(A HREF="http://click linksynergy.comffs-bin/click?1 Mh2Xiq9x

NO&offerid=11111&type=14&subid=0&u1=my_u1_number&tmpid=1& =
Cick bt to by | pld=1&RD_PARM1=SKU01234">

The Rich Media feature allows third-party vendors
to partner with the Merchants, and offer their Rich
Media creative directly to Affiliates through the
Network. Third-party vendors will need to comply with
the above specifications in order to provide their Rich
Media creative to the Affiliates. A Web area is
provided where Merchants can directly upload this code
for their Affiliates. The system will check this code
for compliancy, and process it in the system. On the
Affiliate side, the system provides a Create Links area
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.This is the page Affiliates see either 1) before they

apply to a Merchant's programin order to find out 10
nore information about the program (Join Prograns), or
2) after they have been approved and want t o greeyaRveo?
i nformati on about a programin which they are already

woﬂﬁflﬁok(ﬁ,k pating (Account). Wthin this pag%cjrﬁlsﬂlﬂs/@'i.@?
t ha e

t 1ndicates the types of links which are avai
5 themffijdetiecihacridre hdetre hhi Bf MArichantahas
d. .a Rich Media banner, the words "Rich Media"
gﬁhgfagtee S ERPT PR B RO IS0 £ Or- BHER CTe A EVRK Ty pes
Avail abl e"-.. Create Links - Page Wen an Affiliate
défitiate SWdechaRichoteddd ch to 20 generate |inks, he
access@s A9 10408 aROVEsactNics Qégémm&iasc%f 2 akl, fafrf%
i a

link types which_are available to the ate.
ﬁegﬁa atiygnREFeRaRID el lupryadele fodtlewanparti cul ar
Wheehetdristaegount, the Rich Media |ink should appear
in the left hand tool bar for that 25 Merchant. Wen
%giéflggcl‘ irat e/él [ ckst on the link for Rich Media
creative - ne/eRBarH“ ar 3% at a page that |ooks |ike

t hi s:TiRich sMete apsgeatifid iatas| abé e ftddrhe ) AbkEbiat e
' i,.spl Category. There will also_be a
2%15%0#1%3}% tt% oglaﬁg %lsée/m‘i " %§g¥?ﬂelrl\f?’?dleﬁralté’ kABAsout

a

agaet informatt iBhcabd@t (IR pANGREA7 (TR 2005AREPDH6or

BCTL HS20Q3/, [ reative.he is | ooking for.
'I_'?;:-er cat egor. %é§§%i%%$gya}§%ﬁg’r%g 3P Rk §8w§e};{§g‘t’he
Frbgenadicegebpes. a pradawayeén, which hetey ageaalabegpr y
L S I L IS
that indicates the types of links which are available
from a particular Merchant. If a Merchant has uploaded

a2 Rich Media banner, the words “Rich Media” should

.appear in a new box .under .“Link Types Available®. -

Create Links - Page

When an Affiliate selects a Merchant'for which to
generate links, he accesses the page above. This page
displays all the link types which are available to the
Affiliate. If a Rich Media banner has been uploaded
into a particular Merchant’s account, the Rich Média
link should appear in the left hand tool bar for that
Merchant. When an Affiliate clicks on the link for Rich

_ Media creative, he should arrive at a page that looks

like this:

Rich Media creative available to the Affiliate will
be displayed by Category. There will also be a search

tool above in case the Affiliate knows exactly what Rich

12
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.5 appear as a choice to the Affiliate. If the

Affiliate <clicks on a Category, the systemw ||

return all Rich Media links uploaded into the system
avail able to this Affiliate under that particul ar
Category. Note that matches are returned wth @% JAN 2007

wo%]okbsﬁ&toa 10 page. The Affiliate can click to the

Xt page, or jump to any page by using YHEU$YGE21387
e atrehhevé(}pe and 1beking £dr ! herracrgeBgoRi& Medi a

'_d ia dIS Q/ng by .Name and Descri pt| on entered

FREUPRBREES | TS TREesatesrTiss t he

-‘A:fdwehneat elfytpms::et msaaqﬂete’gcbf)y ficr S@AE6NchifFe dre no

| {4 evvord ries, the systemwl|
f%t%&r neaiLLI§ lve B Sk%lﬁe%b\?\ﬁ’%faé&?%@r pame NHild IRkt
|atpmha;\/\ssaan@x¢mnt@f the e Bhlidtes f of eRehnfIalacery.

di t t he Affiliate cljck
MPEE, B Mol ST exentl o FRERTRAL 6N,

‘Meldial Links guplfsatdeals into woued obmmaavamlabse Gat Qgﬂfsy

e¥: abpye he user_ finds.a R ch Media |link
hg%ql% 5 %I%]IC op%létélc ie sheatﬁgﬁﬁlyy clicks on the
Ri ch |\/de a link nane to generate the appropriate code,

Wh'ChN@Q@eﬁﬁéttﬂhﬂdﬂ%sAéfé|fé§&%q$%§wﬁgﬁagplé%ég;es

Rich Media creative appears Wt appropriate Solle
P58t heThag AT fidti@teo cpl ol 9 tchitdeheexsi page,19x0 j8mp

1ANa2008a Y02 0A4R06REC RET/ HRIOILOAIAcp BapOT (5
Rich Media links will drive inpressions,

SoLESm; aEtthe eETaep- ot Righ | Medd a ylpaks,ésrs Lpbks,played by
AekeVbhy BEHSF b i | _be ro

up 5 m?o repolﬁjttganué?&llc{%p%dlt% MQ%?R%{ YRS Pff)&
THEQ the system. If the Affiliate types in a query to.

search for a specific keyword in all categories, the
system will return all matches broken down by Category.

Note that it shows a maximum of five entries for
each Category. To see additional matches, the Affiliate
clicks on “More Matches in Category Name” and retrieves
the full listing just as it would appear in the'Category
page above. Once the user finds a Rich Media link
he/she would like to use, he/she simply clicks on the
Rich Media link name to generate the appropriate code,
which appears to the Affiliate. '

A sample of the Rich Media creative appears with

the appropriate code for the Affiliate to place on

~his/her site.
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.inmpressions, clicks, and sales generated fromRi ch

Media links will be included within all reports.
Merchant Side - Rich Media Several nodifications wll
al so have to be made in 10 the Merchant interofsa(\:m\‘téao7
accommodate the new Rich Media creative offerings.

wbl—dﬂﬁ da&k%erf aces that will be  affected ar P CRRIS2003/02138
ﬂ n8|5|ng %he

Li nks/ Mer chandi si ng, Reports. Links/Mercha
"Hipcirtiedi a" section of the C earinghouse 15 all ows
Mer ch upl.aad _t hei ich Media creative.., . The
Ner ch%ﬁ%ﬁsggﬁ%‘? i 1&@‘{%‘4%%% £Ye HPTRPE oM AT
.andasaleel fiustaslikee anyypeheoflinknkyhe/ shes such,

ancasalusl justsl e anyypsheo L hs such,
Ay Reh Sl phan SR R Rt ] e Trilect P,

dowe wiepbrdssphsty ltikke aaleshe 26tiofr Ghhkdepsydy vemdors
a t he. O earnghoyse, as 1. as praviding . a
LRLEIOR | O e EhEEE o ften, Pl et

Nem&isamt 1 habe dosilgded withierskl frepdtes. a Mer chant

upl oads code for their Rich Media 1ink, the LinkShare

PSBW kk gper fial gegghi €S of 25 checks-to ensure

that the code is legitimte, For - exanple., if the

Mer ch&fversl uppdiddicagientewi bt alsosparefie hehimadiepant y

MR e rPRELEE ne M ‘:Scééc&mﬁoda&@p%ﬂgrﬂ G VEN A o
a

e
the systemw ||l check to make sure t the code

eG4d¥E REEEEIRGS-t aTRecinteFfacdoithehavilBMespeci fi c

5T ed140 %a&AMk%QQércﬂﬂhéﬁgﬂkﬁoggggr 8.
PCT/ US2003/ 021387 As di scussed briefly above, the

}&pl isc ti og of, these protocols allows inplenentation
nk ég‘fé&‘f AnRTBEssi ng tool known as a "search box".
Under Thli SRich Media” section of the Clearinghouse
allows Mexrchants to upload their Rich Media creative.

The Merchant specifies the name of the Rich Media link,

~.as well as the type of link-he/she -is-uploading; using a

drop down menu or similar for type selection from a pre-
established list. This drop down will display the names
of third-party vendors approved by the Clearinghouse, as
well as providing a “Custom” option for those Rich Media

links which the Merchant has designed him/herself.

When a Merchant uploads code for their Rich Media
link, the LinkShare system will perform a series of
checks. to ensure that the code is legitimate. For

-example, if the Merchant is uploading code for a

-specific third-party vendor partner, and selects the

.appropriate vendor, the system will check to make sure
that the code uploaded meets certain criteria for that

specific vendor.

14
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. prot.ocol and for the preferred configuration, these 5

search boxes should conformto the foll ow ng
conventions: Search Convention The guery will search

dat abase to return all entries which nmatch at i/%?ﬁtzun?
one of the words entered, 10 unless advancedos axes

wog&g@%&%d (see below). 1. Searched Fields (in Create

and Li nks/ Mer chandi si ng) Subnitted G@?‘?Oé@z‘%” I

searCll\sadiiiscﬂfséé@ebﬁ:QleLfD‘yVlé”kavafI ehdsy %ﬁﬂléggl g Nane,
t@eg@escé $t0| on. List All Affiliate types aand
hits "&b s &t 8]"’[5 it emendakion; of & srdeicti ¢

Cavegeryng Siaed, kﬁbwﬁyae a ‘Sealaht bakr Vorghdht ¢ ; g' ace
rotggiagrﬁl,d oﬁza to return right side 2

%artl ar~ natches. F—‘Srp’e‘?z T crphkIutggion.ettieseal |
seercbsbored ahould cahthes wuithelfaflodldgxg l'i nked,
gg‘%gg and Li nkShare. 15 0 3 JAN 2007

G64PB0EUEE PCT/ US2003/ 021387 Place a * at the

begi nning of a word to return all left side partial
PeeERbsComntdranpl e, *share will return all entries

cont aippl . are, L| nkShare and

Tr affllk‘@és@ %Q?? %é%¢n$a%§$85§ e & Il i nk" or

eghRyies whith mebghcht wiédstNGHer of Uﬂima aua;_\;l:d@f ehbertgy s
[ hat 0 exact

ABP¥8g A&véﬁ%ed g?ﬂﬁéﬁ%@ (f% %%Eghg hﬁﬁf%ﬂ'

mat ches w | returne I'ng

1. Searched Fields (in Create Links and
Links/Merchandising) -

Submitted queries will search all of the follow1ng

fields for matches: Name, ID, Description.

2. List All

Affiliate types a “*” and hits “Go” to list all

~“entries Within a specific Category, Size, or Type.

3. Partial Word Match

Place a * at the end of a word to return right side
partial matches. For example, link* will return all
entries containing matches with link, links, linked,

linking, and LinkShare.
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.10 Pl ace quotes around a set of words to find results

that match all words in that exact sequence. For
exanpl e, "LinkShare Network" would return all resuII(2
in which the word LinkShare appeared di rectl@/3bé°f @7
the word Network. 15 S. Required and Prohibited Wrds

wobBosdeer Sign- in front of a word to- requcrﬁEtsz%zﬁge

word be found in all of the search result

exanpbiace B @9LAM MOUbLLLELHENCA! 4 w&%ﬂttos r\%wntéﬂfl
word program whereas programtAffiliate would return

APEC (i Perthal mobrkesmt aFREJCHIRPLA Fishiageewahd

REGFAM1 1U%elt§lESsa:&mtalnnﬁugomstexfle§ W ofi QabRAME | ©
that the word not_be found in any of the search

LaBkfhare .Fend Exahpt eSha&e i | i at e- program woul d return
all results that contained the word Affiliate, but

not t wor. d progr am,. 25 Tur ni ng, no Lo Figure 2,

At T AP kR S8 B ko WU BRR T B Bt dbatel ene

peavcided lAndioTniretatechny @febheytefms tdbevappr opriat e
ateIDad blok71 720

BRI £ pPRE  ERRE "R aerePf e b 06

respomsk branches logic to bI ock 730 and the d| spl ay

of 16 0 3 JAN 2007 WD 2004/006066 PCT/ US2003/ 021387

program dehail.s. mLE ptabl e, Yes to Test 740
creates thear?eWMac%oun Aff (1), which is then subject
to apPFavauctTeserd@el Coeti nbi words thv Higdr gefults

ALLEr AR M wolBS Pn SPREG LkGe ‘E, Eé%&éfc% aC%Sga”

details are presented, block I4 udi n
PEATBRLSr OHSTEhTaNIREWar e arAd ere tizmdialg. rﬁegtts'gm

Uk oM ReREW @AnRERLIL SpRkedar alﬁg&lﬁﬂlb%’% 2% Phe
choices on the site at block 800. If
word Network.

5. Required and Prohibited Words

-‘Use a + sign-in front of a word to-require-that -the
word be found in all of the search results. For example,
program would return all results with the word program
whereas program+Affiliate would return all results that

contained both Affiliate and program.

‘Use a - sign in front of a word to require that the

word not be found in any of the search results. For

- example, Affiliate-program would return all results that

contained the word Affiliate, but not the word program.

Turning now to Figure 2, Affiliate interaction with
the Clearinghouse is provided and initiated via entry of

the appropriate Affiliate ID and password, block 710.

- Test 720 queries on joining as an Affiliate. A positive

response branches logic to block 730 and the display of
16
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.Affilliate funds an appropriate pronotion, is selected,

10 Test 810 and then directly downl oaded to the
Affiliated at block 820. Logic continues at bl ock
830. Dynamic Text Links The Dynamic Text |ink feature
allows the Merchant to create text |inks that3 JAN 2067

wogﬁ\‘{]@m cally updated or 15 nodified on an Affiliate's

9%%e Merchant can conbi ne |rrages wi t PCH/ES2003/031387

c&&la,gea&\ tiJ e n out dynam cally
across h%t%[ehrls,&ff?% é?gé% a{% %E?S‘ht S0y Creates

nfeY TRSGUNthRE £ A, behiagh s|srrphena§ubjceca;| rg e word,

tcap@rbwsi ofedtopechen bestsellers with 20 images
surrounding the text. The difference between Rich

Medi a and Dynam c Text Links is that Dynarri c Text

L| nks Com:truibg wsed Foyukasi,cabliM £ %ﬁgt
ext_ with sinple |rrages 'iahe oCcus is

g’tge{f ﬁals“‘fr%%tléﬁ? Yot Earereil frotes prepenaeric Bhotk
295D} i loticty pi ol oaie SROABL S0n DY il bl e e

p eas RICh Media [1nks o
PRRAD. AT he (TELSE aeegeieal o inisr o050 202
200Fp1ap0 O @4bAO6S 66n REE W$2003¢ 021387 gAfyf i | i P?

Shde m ext Links Sever al nodificati ons WI
havelit:g%/)a[}%3 o & Th TH CPAFAEPI BYN9tiasy f acést selected,

a@@@fmﬁid)ata@dt hbenedi fYNAN GowBXbaddd o géek?f?ﬂfiat-@l{s
| pEesfpges phat, will be affected 5 are as fo

Create Li nks eporT SORNCIERES L’ ek BPAani ¢ text
links will be offered to Affiliates wvisiting the

cPeRrfgfeaselrryer, by selective presentation of
Cr eatmheliDPhsimic Text link feature allows the Merchant

to create text links that can be dynamically updated or
modified on an Affiliate’s site: The Merchant can
combine images with text, and change the entire content
and layout dynamlcally acfoss his/her Affiliate sites
instantaneously. Dynamic Text Links can be as simple as
a single word, to a list of top ten bestsellers with
images surrounding the text. The difference 5etween
Rich Media and Dynamic Text Links is that Dynamic Text
Links are to be used for basic HTMI, creative that
combines simple text with simple images. The focus is
on textual content vs. creative imagery. Dynamic Text
Links can typically be created by an Affiliate program
manager, whereas Rich Media links often require the

expertise of a specialist.
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.10 The page will conformto the new standard of

presenting links and will mrror how Rich Media |inks
.are presented. A search box is provided, and will
allow the Affiliate to query by Category or by Ty
(Dynamc or Static, instead of "Size" used in q:ﬁé‘%‘ 207

wo Bosbhededi @ | ink .15 search box). The O$%&%SH05}}§L§387
[ wel |

area will present both current Static |inks, as
a3 Enbi stew RyleadyAakexTdxt kSnks The new interface will

prese I i nks .by_categor, and al l'ow the
AFFil {%‘?‘24‘{8% PF‘I’*F“Y STPTT Wb hr RAVE dro tHive made specitd ¢

| RAkiheytshénicsrifater estettomioddhe dHeS thQf DyBRhS & @8t
WA b disstdaguish ‘?llnla fext [Ainks as either “Dynam c or
Static. It woll also show RERE, thay widd bej efitgcted
d@%erapticdAowEbyfreaty Iomksherasdral. text |ink
(Static). Wien Affiliates find the link that they
want, 25 they click on "Get Code". If it is a Static
Text L nkreate ddméen will appear with the code for
both a text link as well as an email link: 18 (r)3
JAN 2007 . WD 2004/006066 PCT/ US2003/ 021387
ht t p: /PEAPBYF nE PR NKSYIEr YL obg pHifered to Affiliates
b e iafings hbener ealiighsikel 281-¢769 g?ggzﬁeoi d=&l i nk
t ﬁ%%%%%gggcod =Y& s speci al =&pi d=3 | TES a

nam ¢ Text TF niCTIArE SERERR- will show 5 an exanpl e
of the Dynam c Text Link, as well as provide .the
appr op4,y| . rts, Dynam c Text Links wl|
dri ve&?ﬁpair)g%éﬁglﬁlsl, %%lggﬁ@,toa $5Mestppdard i9fe any
QIFGENEing 1ies sAsl suth, mifractiow RYcHemes st 9d Ry

Rypan [ wi_ | e rolled up_.into reports
j ust Ellri%ﬁgﬁg‘%?' th%essoetaﬁglr‘ %”ﬁk“"t ypeyided, and will allow

the Affiliate to query by Category or by Type (Dynamic
Oor Static, instead of “Size” used in the Rich Media 1link

search box) .

The Create Links area will present both current
Static links, as well as the new Dynamic Text links.
The new interface will present all links by category,
and allow the Affiliate to drill down or search for the
specific link he/she is interested in. The list of
entries will distinguish all text links'as either
Dynamic or Static. It will also show Namé, ID, and
either descfiption (Dynamic) or the actual text link

7

(Statig). When Affiliates find the link that  they want

they click on “Get Code”. If it is a Static Text Link

a screen will appear with the code for both a text link

as well as an email link:
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.Not e. t hat Dynami ¢ Text Links are to be treated just

like regular text |links-type=3. Total inpressions,
clicks, and sales generated from Dynam ¢ Text Links
will be 15 included within all reports, requiri n%
nodi fications to any of the report appearar(l:'iesj.A I?b&fs

repo

i nt to note that a drill down in the Link Type
wo b /9«{6{»6% P ﬁﬂkﬁ@ﬂ 21347

will-be. necessary as foll ows:
@colfl Li line itemin the Type

tgXlexhinBke | & bk gyﬁarAM f&@c?_m\%? 2994&9916%@6 provide
PCT/ US2003/ 021387 ~Merchant Si de- Dynam ¢ Text ~Li nks

e REPERRRiat 1t EPace to accommpdate the new Dynanic
Text Link offerings are Links/Mrchandising, Reports.
5 Links/Merchandising A new link for "Dynam c Text

Li nks® WSPer5€ avail abl e for Merchants under the

Li nks/ Merchandi sing area. Access to this new "Dynamc

Text Li nks" | oad, area. joust .be restricfed only to

bt o DhBFRhg o binRE ol I At S PR 6k e el
feeal vades Thestscridenahy sbshdhelidknagpe. Tead sichks t hat
have .al read een.created, t | Low t he, Ner.chant _t
s By, fEAdrheR LY PR R HRBke (P Ebh Henga e
fupr Sintot eeportsl juakl Dike t4EL -tHeothant 11tk Wypest.he
l.inks on the 15 next page or by junping directl Q
Ao oiakt Dea i e AR, TR Bant BeRtecnyst 1ike
exdcfiliafrgt bk ikl iNkSicipby3. Total impressions, clicks,
and sales generated from Dynamic Text Links will be

included within all reports, requiring no modifications

to any of the report appearances. It is important to

_nhote that a drill down in the Link Type report will be

necessary as follows:

s Link Type Report

The Text Link line item in the Link Type report
‘should drill_to-a-breékdown'df activity between Static

vs. Dynamic Text Links. Each of these will then drill
down further to activity by specific text link ID.
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‘each of the various formats.

.clicking on the ID nunber. A Merchant can al so nodify

the status of a link, assign it to specific Prograns,
or assign it to specific Goupings. To create a new
20 Dynam c Text Link, the Merchant clicks on "Create
New Link". This brings a new screen that provigdes/ANhSI7

woMassmbaps W th a series of Dynamc Link t

These tenplates sinply provide the basi 0%5&%21387
foundatign fqr 25 each of the various formats. Because
Dynani ¢ e%ﬁc%ﬁ'rlﬁkﬁld%‘r%?wwg Tews Rimts Medi a APl
structure, a Merchant can essentially upload anything
in thi ghseph anyt hi ng upl oaded here wil |l
e cl ace S AR i bekage " haoinglar @oor e
2CUHRO0608ex PAHINYS2008 083 8 8rd extnick)/ M- dilh Id1e 1SSt em
Exemphaty tenpl ates provided to the Merchant ar€’as
follows: Text Only Provides the outline for creating

~a link for 5 Affiliates that consists only of text -

great §00inkQMe N ra WG nStOri es, and any other text
copy that a Merchant wouPd like to syndi cat e across

Affiliate sites. Vertical Display Provides the
outline few m@aEbAg Byt i3 10, underneat h an
ig@%:?léb ecomended f%( prlocdu&%h%gﬁ}fsl gl’ﬁlge“l &’8 provi de
bot h~ graphi il Mahahr%s mderdéder Lptkohe rehantiig:ng

f eatar edaqurenduebSthi SioHdw OHR P Sp Provi des_t he
oytLine for creating a Iink tﬁg?bl'ge’g%lﬂl’%fs HRigedand
texto sl BF SPAETiched anndedthose MepeBEHEE who have

hbghéd ght sonichis| Qageree36r i ptions, or for

The screen lists the Dynamic Text Links that have

already been created, to allow the Merchant to modify

these links at any time. The screen shows the first

. . ten, and_allows-theuMerchant-tO'view'the links on the

next page or by jumping directly to subsequent screens
The Merchant can edit any existing link by simply
clicking on the ID number.

the status of a link,

A Merchant can also modify

assign it to specific ‘Programs,  or

assign it to specific Groupings. To create a new

Dynamic Text Link, the Merchant clicks on “Create New
Link”,

This brings a new screen that provides the Merchant

with a series of Dynamic Link templates. These

templates simply provide the basic HTML foundation for

Because Dynamic Text Links

are using the Rich Media ApI stfucture, a Merchant can

essentially upload anything in this section. However
1

anything uploaded here will be classified as a Dynamic
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.content that may be supported with an imge. List

Provides the outline for creating a |list of product
20 or content features - ideal for highlighting top
ten products, services, headlines, stores, @3 tAN 2007
i deas, etc. 21 0 3 JAN 2007 WO 2004/ 006066

_ 2003/ 021387 Custom No outline is Lded.
woBEThid3% RSty

Merchant can conpletely custom ze their
LiTekt Liok buvarceysteers Exbfplirg tamblhtss Wi idiM

ang, tqQ design custom zed display for
t hei ‘ﬁ_@; f&?ﬁ%ﬁngts.arﬁogg ?ﬂg%o‘%%th of the tenplate

screens includes an option for the Merchant to
activage A,.Rg e Update". |If the Renote Update
check box Is cﬁg}éked, the Merchant nust enter a URL
| ocati on where the Dynam c Text code 10 resides and

under bhevMu<Chant 05c69ALT 8r JEheMe CQaplnkif%r

r%sﬁ%qnsi ble for updating the renoté Focation Wth new
cortdntatasitdhate porEiFbE e bin afusexhouseredre code
exagitkyit ASndvs Waktlod 188, Uphoadad Jp LLOKShar

S teg The Rempt e Lleate feature %?o%n&g%séog)yv\é%ago?
15 VEPERAM D ldfgate e IcaymanresTexifilinits sites.
wi thout having to log in to their nmerchant -account

-each- ti , Preview button allows the Merchant to
vi ew t he V%g'ﬁ'éﬁ?A‘E q%&laé’i nk as upl oaded by the
Merchant. This allows the Merchant to check for
errorsplq. & VL . codi ng. The, Reset buttaon
refres Jégwt(%% s@cheSH,g?%l%%- Oégﬁrﬁgtl?%ea dsedibkck to
t hedgeheattt an fimahe Meredwmiendad for tgrethAnnigh1ibses
C%gep¥$$Iﬁé]ﬂgE% %ggghyga égd\@ekLuggi descriptions of

the featured products.
¢ Horizontal Display

Provides the outline for creating a link that
displays image and text side by side - recommended for
- product highlights with longer descriptions, or for

- content that may be supported with an image.
s List
Provides the outline for creating a list of product

or content features - ideal for highlighting top ten

products, services, headlines, stores, gift ideas, etc.
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- "type". At &St °16

| the screen back to the default.

.erased, and the original tenplate code will appear in

25 the code box. This is to allow a Merchant to start
all over if hel/she has made any m stakes. The Submt
button upl oads the Dynamic Text Link into thes JAN 2007
Cl earinghouse system Once a Merchant clicks 22 0 3

wo b7 WO 2004/ 006066 PCTI US2003/ 0213§ErARxdol)rr387

Submt button, the screen will refresh to the i ndex
screen, ghwi,pd the page where the newly submitted

link appears. The Merchant can then continue to assign

prograns and groupings. The.link is "Active" upon 5

subm sso ot AR R Libedsdd ow,di agram for the nmerchant
sigle, i, depi ct ed i? Fi gurde‘ 3,“%§F§F{‘F NP atCHrdekein0o
and Rt Ty OISWePYRaRLC| Tsxndipasswost advd]ek 10410

- Tebo a020carquarogs en whel bl WS JErchant, has

sel,gcd.ed, an upload 10 "RW' conmand, f dasiAg a
desire to RERY af PvFhediaapEdel idtaosi ti ve
response-directs systemlogic to blocks 1030-1040,
and t ntry,of t M. details, e.g., the "nane" and

P! Mo Bttﬁ’@ §§EPERAT e extreenst haclpfleaded
RRPE 6 donplthanderahddt 3ucaessisle RAS 15 . resul ting
i Af St %ﬁ‘og% Lhs. ReMchblc%c 1060. pa‘la'hﬁgg%ﬁgryk}gﬁbe :
Servi ng Merchants™ have theP8PtiDrrhsickedst thg Mérhant
pPotottlé8s er URavlawp ttiva Gz}ueﬁéig}g@%gmgﬁ apy. thiyd-
PBdd Nl gyllidg_gdeprtﬁeh e,]’-}fﬁi |iate serve thel magce(? A 20
Mer chant can dynani cal 1y —updat® $5frets bEhegMarsdathnby
At i15°8PBS 1bYe sfamlupdaplingding rde Laew,papner into the
C&@@@heghogﬁgssﬁy%q%] ;Lf_the image is served By thaew
d ear i nghouse. e "PHBEECT SUsE hodsbythe tdnded

ﬁagy§}y as it would be uploaded into the LinkShare

system.

e
OO

. The Remote Update feature provides a way for
Merchants to update their Dynamic Text Links without

‘having to log in to their merchant “account "each” time .

~ A Preview button allows the Merchant to view the -
Dynamic Text Link as uploaded by the Merchant

allows the Merchant to check for e

This

rrors in the HTML
coding.

The Reset button refreshes the Screen, and returns

If the Merchant has
altered any of the code within the code box it will be

erased, and the original template code will appear in

the code box. This is to allow a Merchant to start all

over if he/she has made any mistakes.

The Submit button uploads the Dynamic Text Link

into the Clearinghouse System. Once a Merchant clicks

22



10

15

20

25

30

.the Merchant can only dynam cally update banners by 25

changing the imge stored at the inage URL - the inmage
URL itself cannot change. By using the Rich I
feature to wap a pre-select tag around the |ng]|gga%ﬁzm7
Merchants can change the inmage URLs directly on an

-:woA{?ﬁb&.%te s Wb Site by sinply uploading the new URL

the d earinghouse system The MerFETAR003/421387

f uht bRE I | et el e servi n parties
wi thout 23 gk{ %S{RRQEOO © \fﬁrféﬁ %B%O%%fresrl the
Pemﬁgsmaamlsaawxw Uilrd peggAf hétratgse tr;é“g_g,ng(lglt,@tg@cyv
cqgﬁk%g ac ?lﬁ[ I\/brcha Si de-Third Part

Servi ng Ifa‘%zjlg f%c ant- wshes® Po%ﬂl‘?%lﬁ“@ht%ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁpl
5PERGFAeY dndagesypirashodhe Uphbaik thediregeudBh as
UsUBhissidyd sel ect Enabled in the Inmage Serving Party

drop down box. A check box also allows the Merchant
to specify that a Cearinghouse selected URL is to be

used fpors:hlﬁﬂlfBé@ hf1W'ﬁa§ma%@P't‘3% ani:rﬂls $ad Sig
ee

ces t he Merchant w shes to

n
' op??ons %r}é’nFéB’dﬁ? I hSEATELPT Nt Pk dfOOtOhend ermages

DyfawsrSear ¢b Bex dasddeapasts1 e Ghant C'rl?gE‘tf'oz
lﬁgred Searg ﬁoxe to their Affiliates e couo
é THes SVsUEPER® Mershaps hamuslllegtep! aadast dat o

t NRM's ystremamnlly 1§ Bl ¢ L i aahegﬁf@rttd"”i%%taﬁa a Ig&hni cal
@Pgaltants he%/t_[arethen provided to frirates,

and copied By TS rtESP 8 r@cltel%ﬁsoﬁufétemdwgm ttes .

Aslatieh,10Bh - auyophﬁﬁg%eOéntfﬁPQ?E%% Rut BE SPAL ChL Box
afe nade by the I\/brchant t he : g
e "name”’ and “type”. At Test 1050, the system tests

-the uploaded RM for compliance with successful passage

resulting in storage of the RM, block 1060.

Thlrd Party Ad Serving

Merchants have the optlon of hostlng link
promotions or having the Clearinghouse or any third-
party provider, or the Affiliate serve the image. A
Merchant can dynamically update banners being used by
Affiliates by simply uploading the new banner into the
Clearinghouse system, if the image is served by the
Clearinghouse. 1If the image is served by a third party,
the Merchant can only dynamically update banners by
changing the image stored,at the image URL - ﬁhe image
URL itself cannot change. By using the Rich Media API
feature to wrap a pre-select tag around the image URL,
Merchants can change the image URLs directly on an
Affiliate’s Web Site by simply uploading the new URL
into the Clearinghouse system. The Merchant is further

enabled to completely change serving parties without
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.20 Affiliate is required to generate new code, and

replace the current code on his/her site. This is

repl aced by the inventive process discussed abovi 007
relating to the Rich Media features. The only03 JAN
difference is the type of creative. Search Box is 25

woas3fbat €d with search box and drop down Mﬂﬁ%o?/ozlsm

while Rich Mediais assomated vvlth aII

of réquuasing hate1f eat ey vj

using Java, XM, and ot her specia

proc T for tracklngthesetvvoforrrs of prormtlon are
kept separate, 24 p 3 JAN 2007 WD 2004/ 006066

PCT/ USZOOI;;;/ 1387 the o erative characteristics for

i mpl ement at] G r §16R ’s"éﬁ‘re”arﬁg dds8eswanl bel ow.
Affiliate Side- Dynam c Sear ch Box Not hi ng changes on

the Affdd La j t 5 when code for a
Ri ch I\/ejgl a I,’gféﬁna I'e %e% t a% Jp‘rz(?ledé‘& Me@igPPI

Af91ablgede inpges | rfta@@l'@elldl ngld;%&[ tahd Smhabelref é"é usual,

E | ud d
Coab g endap e gony gy o nder 5 )

f diHfat Phahechebato dlep Rltbwdbdie meTexhHal {EHdos w5t C.
1Ghavercha n ear. Box At the

deari nghoﬁégﬁgégfov%é @Q‘l%@g g déﬁ" i*$ EPeBeegped dor the
adcedis Mardai APE aﬂHB@dEtihesz@@r Ch‘lﬁ&xlsl Aetbisary if the

ama;xiﬁahto‘p 0 x far _type of I|nk Wil |
be glther %?%%ct%g?gﬁgn%gp F-18rst gee“tﬂ%‘ﬂ’tt ff&ecode

t FEEVEB9 aPHERY fntthepk obwiagés. provided directly to the
Affiliate. If Dynamc, then the system waps a

Ciogaainhghhoeea-rABoxSCri pt tag around the code so that
t he cgde can be changed and updated at any tine.
he past, Merchant clients offered Search Boxes

to their Affiliates. The code for these Search Boxes
was manually uploaded into the system by the ‘technical
department, via Technical Consultants. They are then
provided to Affiliates, and copied by Affiliates
directly onto their sites. As such, if any changes or
updates to the Search Box are made by the Merchant, the
Affiliate is required to genefate new code, and replace

the current code on his/her site.

This is replaced by the inventive process discussed
above relating to the Rich Media features. The only
difference is the type of creative, Search Box is
associated with search box and drop down banners, while
Rich Media is associated with all other types of links
that feature interactivity and designed using Java, XML,

and other special coding. While the process for

tracking these two forms of Promotion are kept separate,
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.25 (r)3 JAN 2007 WO 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/021387

Exanple 1 The following is an exanple of the present
i nvention; and specifically the use of a select Rich

Media APl to wap code for use in the pronotion of
products on the Network. 1. Merchant wll entls fﬁ%Z@?
%Tpl ate in “other htm'. The "cut here"

s the ease of cut and paste appl i ‘Y8388 7he

rehgubpki-at Codi M razeaf UL - 10 <HTM.> <BODY>
%g&gl et code= JC&';l:rag ol as%w%%d)é‘ﬁbég‘@:ementatlon are the
http:/ 7Bi %%ﬁ%ﬂs.séﬁ) belewnt b! ost ar"al i gn="basel i ne"
wi dt h=238 hei ght =271 archive= JCard.jar"> 15 <a

href =ptt.p. /[ yww. bi pstar. conp<i ng bor der =)
src=htt %}%/f{léﬁ‘@%‘? atdepBynamht b¥epstadr Bermponent / c15/ def a
ult gff w dth=238 hei ght =271></a> <PARAM NAME= obi "

VALUBZ]5" > <PARAM NAME="ki oski d" VALUE=15"> <PARAM
NANE= %%lkngk' ﬁ@ﬂ%‘f)b%(fé’ﬁoééés'l%at@@idmmept that

NafE-coge MobubeRi MAIMIEHAORDT 8L sledi; hare requjred
@grmﬁ.sl-i 2. <PA I\IAI\/E:"IsnacI?dEI%qlégF"l A@Eﬂl—lc{“
"<l 'sn di CKSBEfipi (5 ERBIBARRTIR® Banmyll 3t 1aBARAMas
RpE=Gr odhet LnstiaIVAICWEsHABRODILABQQ02/ ABO003" 25
sox &yl LK SPANG AL 80P CL> <$B&f)%x<9 “Fen

in the same format that
we do for Rich Media, Textual /Email, etc.

* Merchant Side-Dynamic Search Box

At the Clearinghouse Seérver, a Web area isg created

for access and is called the Search Box. 1In this
application, the drop down box for type of link will be
either Static or Dynamic. IFf Stafic, then the code that
a Merchant uploads is provided directly to the
Affiliate. If Dynamic, then the System wraps a
Clearinghouse APT script tag around fhe code so that the

code can be changed and updated at any time
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---end------ 30 2. The d earinghouse will generate -

this linking code for the Affiliate: ----cut here
<script src=http://ad.linksvnergy.conifs-bin/showid=1
Mh2xi g9XNO&bi ds-11111 1 &t voe 14&subid-O> 35 07
: . . 03 JAN 20
</script? -end----- 3. The C earinghouse - sho
generate Java script that wites out: 26

nro wi l |
wogl;‘ﬂ%é‘iﬁ 2007 WD 2004/ 006066 PCT/ US2003/ (FE4E7003/021387

..... cut here <HTM.> BODY> <appl et code=
jCard. class" 5 ¥é§£§i§3£

codebH¥eFoRlpwing bisosinarxeaptle cafrfticagtatent

2hl 8 hasehh e AATRP8ensHIM %, <BODY7 S2RpL 8t

code= J
¥adeh AFd="tht vpap /dsidgs tfar. sBedinadpgshat foml dgn=

pas@hdtne' o di h7838,0,.k0 hei ght =271 archive="jCard.jar">

“<a href="htto://ww. bi gstar.cont><ing border-0

src="htto://blgstar pond cont higstnr/rlonoo

i ent/x) 5/ siefanddt &liﬁ'l%ﬁtéfZ@@egg_eiaghgzg%&gfé%zfﬁgP?RAM
[ = '

NANES" %3 " VALUE=15"> <PARAM NAME= ki 0S
BARAM cuks Reke” \#e 1Retg0bbe 0868 of <RARAM

 $umﬁ@§gmbtaprgéatf%ﬁLQE:eggogéhﬁisigg-55@#&@@re required

par anmet ers- > <PARAM NAME="I|snh click ur

cut here
<HTML>
<BODY>

<agptl)et code= jCard.class”
codebase= http://bigstar.epod.com/bigstar-align=" ine” width=
height=271 archive="jCard.jar"> baseline” widtn=238
<a h:‘ef=http:/lwww.biqstar.com><img border=)
src=http://bigstar.epod.com/bigstar/Component/ = ight=
AR A S ot c15/default.gif width=238 height=271></a>

<PARAM NAME="kioskid” VALUE=15">

<PARAM NAME="affksk" VALUE=1000000863">

<PARAM NAME="attribute” VALUE=AQ0018">

<l-LinkShare required parameters— >

<PARAMVNAME="Isn_click__url"

ALUE= “<isn click>&tmpid=1&RD_PARM1=< "

<PARAM NAME="productlist’ VALUE="AB0D01 /ABOOOS%E&§F1 g

<!~end of LinkShare— >

</applet>
</BODY> :
</HTML?
et =141 EE—

2. The Clearinghouse will generate this linking
code for the Affiliate:

cut here

:/scﬁptsrc=http://ad.Iinksvneruv.comlfs-bln/show?id=1 Mh2xiq9xNO&bids=11111.18&type=148subid=0>
scrip :

————eNd————-

3. The Clearinghouse ‘show’ program will generate

Java script that writes out:
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. VALUE= http://click.linksvnergy.conffs 20

bi n/ cl i ck?i d=1M2Xi 09xNO&of f eri d=4506&u1=1234&sku=<RD
PARML>> <PARAM NAME= productli st'

VALUE=" ABO001/ AB0002/ ABO003" </ appl et > </ BODY> 7
</HTM.? 25 ----end--. 4. At this point, the a?PP
will display their Java and VB script, etc. If the

womerooess Cks on any product, Merchant wil i,c—f,E f;,?wgpe

<RD PARML> in the 30 O earinghouse "lsn clic
v&fMLé‘Bf‘%e‘wrt‘h the sku nunber that user clicks on: cut
heo®y-Location: ht :1/click.linksyneny
CorﬂfSaPl!HtFﬂdd#‘JCé(@dleds—l I\/h2XI ggxNQ&of f er f d=4506&ul
1234 W sta mbigstanchlightbdseiveg Width+2e8 | Nnvent i on
kRaspeeen descri bed in detail for the purpose of
I||usfal°la€tt¢004‘¥JCard:clab§ to be understood that such detail
"tp:l e pomiigsterlipr="basedibe widi=2at i ons can be

made td %p@,h: ] ﬁbrlgb&r?e‘#—o' n the 40 art w thout

depar sé=tp: ol @it ComebAsht S SQRARI BFwidtiS3s rhiNESLLAN-
For € 'NV E3 'PJ'H/d 15R’r gh l\/bdl a present at?Bgnéh%?%I%
descridaga _ ,_U 000509(?3‘;' fication, this is for

i |1 ustPARaM Wswrlme&uea&om@ther forns of visual

and/ oj" ?’We@"fgﬁpe@@ﬂﬂaﬁ ons could 45 be provided.
Such vari gl ,,%;_" hlolokiie spirit and scope of

t he bk d=ﬂlh2Xi No rick A6 ad 9 7345 R0 P44 PQ6 066

PCT/ §2WM1Mcﬂ-swa¢ueF SBaOD BDBOABGEDL . A ~A systemfor
u,g@yu a conputer network that

</HTML?

Y, I

4. At this point, the Merchant will display their
Java and VB script, etc. If the user clicks on any
product, Merchant will replace the <RD_PARM1> in the
Clearinghouse “lsn_click url” variable with the sku

number that user clicks on:

-cut here
Location: hitp://click.linksyne!

———-—eng---——

.com/fs-bin/dlick ?id=

Although the invention has been described in detail
for the purpose of illustration, it is to be understood
that such detail is solely for that purpose and that

variations can be made therein by those skilled in the

art without departing from the Spirit and scope of the

invention. For example, although Rich Media
presentations are described throughout the
specification, .this is for illustrative purposes, as
other forms of visual and/or audible presentations could
be provided. Such variations are within the spirit and

scope of the invention.
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.incl.udes a plurality of Merchant conputers and a

plurality of content provider conputers, each Merchant
5 comput er providing conputer-based access to at | east
one of goods and services, the system conpri siordg:JA¥ 2007
Cl eari nghouse server coupled to the conputer network,

] he content provider conputers are Qf . a
*X’??foﬁ)lo%?%c network and are progranmed to proﬁﬁr&gszaoafomg
prapet i gnad1dimalkskransferring Users accessing a
content_ provider server first to the d earinghouse
server,t-and? SYRERBefOF 3138 Mistdhantoupwyat eretivotk that
revheldyd R @dueh i 80 0 MSLHUHEE ol tion; wherein
t he Claﬁ‘ari n%%guse sg%qver IS |\é§§e85%‘?¢1§% afgi Eonput er
pr BUPEHSr OLeFRBEERY BN IMGIETosamPIE Biks, femrchusierchant

t heowflicki gtavaatugr domdiREABRL DAL L iy e

ch
conprising one or nore applets for [oca execu??%ﬁts%ne
as Tt TP rofrde SEFVieest tdife SyFtam eembni imovi sual
presentation to the Users, wherein the presentation is

20 included  wi L b compn codi protocol for
sel ective 8}4%% irlr%ﬁ Sdnthe ﬁf’f’??g‘at%" feewWSPRPuUbeT The
syBewinTd whakeid, thherwmitenthero@ @ar i RGRAUSEs SEFY 8fart

I Sof ht .5 gned _Web Site programt hat
pr%v%gg%gg%ggggegﬁ‘%d%}é % (Ial(ra REF cRErI-amregdn 8o APFPY 4R e

acREIWTionpl edenkait i mms feorisgl Bediy &icdepk9agi H%-GNthnt
dowrdwadi-ng T, ystemof claiml, wherein the
preesent at i oﬁgggf e&ﬁ%sitt Zté’ gtlyr}et hee T giovgRoasEveRr \and,
28t}GFr839JAF«IOZGOMermrIZ:O@:Mr@(lGSﬁGfWﬁéﬁ%%ﬁ?O%WctA'-

a

Thensist gm-0f £l al wherein the presentations are
host er(IﬁIby a %@?cﬁg{rﬁﬁggéﬁﬁf er.

wherein the Clearinghouse server is loaded with a
computer program for selecting promotional links for use
in the Affiliate network, the promotional links each
comprising one or more applets for local execution so as
to provide at least one of an audio or visual
bresentation to the Users, wherein the presentation is
included within a common coding protocol for sélective

Placement on the Affiliate network.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the
Clearinghouse server is loaded with a partitioned Web
Site program that pbrovides separate areas for Merchant
and Affiliate access to bPresentations for selective

uploading and downloading.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the

presentations are hosted by the Clearinghouse server.
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.5. The systemof claim1l, wherein the presentations
are selected fromthe group consisting of: 5 e-mail,
search box, text, banner, and storefront. 6. The

systemof claim1, further conprising progranm
sel ectively incorporating the presentations w&%\]g@\

wogﬁ&%\(}g&“to create a common. APl for use bycmgbog{()%l&ty

rchants. 10 7. The system of claim 1, one
or nore Affié Idyaitem accessit g GheakiRgheuse sever for

Lye. reviewof o or_nore Merchant offerings.
E’?e%%é%gls?%sm 5 &P glt?ﬁq %,’Y Vih el e haphecomPeas -nghouse
server tracks User interactions with the 15

pr esent at iﬂg@.sg%tee, gethogd; f or %gggmgt}pé onot i onal
links provided in an Internet-based conputer network,
PRESCREEhtRRT GRS iP§LAgt ehe e pheofroaw) qradistgng of :

R-iaal | { yelcDIRROS BEZ0 AT I 9§§| i)gr)%ot%g'gnd/ or

Cl eari nghouse server for access
Affiliates; b) |loading a conmputer programon the
Cl ear fnghdlise syerear of arlecionfl,Jitk-Ple S & &drising

onal - links for use by Affiliates to direct
B5ent Tal ooz, SERREr LT MEBPORBE P AEant s 20 0

BTeANROOIN NI B0 4400 GHG RCEHUS2O98 02 138 donCApT
$QUr Gl e _configured. sel ect pronotional links to
t he %?lg?#gat g}}lrgggg}.’dif 3’%&#‘8?‘%' a mechani sm f or
centralized editing of the select pronotional |inks
by angl/ or $f system of claim 1, wherein one or more

Affiliates access the Clearinghouse sever for selective

review of one or more Merchant offerings.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the

Clearinghouse server tracks User interactions with the

presentations.

9. A method for managing promotional links
provided in an Internet-based computer network, the

method comprising the steps of:

a) placing a plurality of proposed
promotional links on a Clearinghouse server for access

by Merchants and/or Affiliates;

b) loading a computer program on the
Clearinghouse server for configuring select promotional
links for use by Affiliates to direct potential

customers to one or more Merchants;
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.5 the Merchants at the C earinghouse server. 10. The

nmet hod of claim 7, wherein the  earinghouse server
tracks commerce associated with the select
pronmotional links. 11. The nethod of claim?9, P\ghgfmeigum

the select 10 pronotional |inks are sel ect ed Tfromthe .
WO So9blidesgonsi sting of: a search box, '
text, and applet- driven pronotion. 12 ng%ﬂﬂ(mdﬁéf

claim 11, apher ebnrc;trkga thHer gggth@@éd ldikscare sel ect ed
mthe up.consi stin 15 o a search box,
é yRAR ¢ ag’Xtc’l I%gﬁd ?]aéhe ﬁfﬁﬂ)f‘atﬁorﬁﬁq on. 13. The
rrethod of claim 12, wherein the pronotional link is
wr apped inpa J The nethod. of claim
10, furt h(raar co?r%?}rg&iﬁlﬂgqoghh\%g%n FROEFF CRPEPPFHEES el ect
BREHRT rfalthei ArBedh leatsonabtllrt}a:g biyOapey st tfor
egatyaldizi capt £l Afe a&qggﬁggégrgerég%?reOf 30

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the
Clearinghouse server tracks commerce associated with the

select promotlonal links.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the select
promotional links are selected from the group consisting
of: a search box, e-mail, dynamic text, and applet-

driven promotion.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein, the
promotional links are selected from the group con81st1ng

of: a search box, dynamic text, and Java script

promotion.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the

promotional link is wrapped in a Java script tag.

14. The method of claim 10, further comprising the
step of wrapping select promotional links in Java script
tag to permit centralized control of the content
thereof.
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