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70

77

FIG. 29

(57) Abstract: An endoscopic pedicle probe for use during spinal surgery to form a hole in a pedicle for reception of a pedicle screw
has an enlarged proximal end for cooperation with the hand of the surgeon and an elongate shaft terminating in a distal tip that may
be pushed through the pedicle to form the hole. An integrated endoscope and light extend through the shaft to enable the surgeon to
visually observe the target area, and a conduit extends through the shaft to convey a fluid to irrigate the target area. In a preferred
form the probe is connected with an electromyographic or mechanomyographic monitoring system to alert the surgeon when a
breach is about to occur. In a further embodiment, two endoscopes are associated with the probe. The complete probe may be dis -
posable, or just the tip may be detachable for disposal or replacement.



